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North America. 


CONTAINING 

An Acbbümt of the ſeveral Nations of that vaſt Con- 
tinent; their Cuſtoms, Commerce, and Way of 
Navigation upon the Lakes and Rivers; the ſeve- 
ral Attempts of the Engliſh and French to diſpoſſeſs 
one another; with the Reaſons of the Miſcarriage 
of the former; ; and the various Adventures be- 
tween the French, and the Iroqueſe Confederates of 

England, from 1683 to 1694. 


ral Hiſtory of the Country, with Remarks upon 
their Government, and the Intereſt of the Engliſh 
and French in their Commerce. 


| Alſo a Dialogue between the Author and a General of the 


Savages, giving a full View of the Religion and ſtrange 
Opinions of thoſe People: 
thors Retreat to Portugal and Denmark, and wn Remarks 


on thoſe Courts. 
To which is added, 


A Dictionary of the Aigonkine Language, which is generally 


ſpoke in North- America. 


Inuſtrated with Twenty Tres Mapps and Cutts. 
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Written i in French 
By the Baron LAHONTA N, Lord Lievtenant 


ft — now in England. 


| Done into Engliſb. 
In Two VOLUMES. 


A great part of which never Printed in the Original. 


LO NDON: Printed for H. Bonwicke i in St Paul's Church-yard : 


T. Goodwin, M. Wotton, B. Tooke, in Flec:ftreet ; and S. Manji.þ 
in Cornhil, Jeg. 
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With an Account of the Au- 


of the French Colony at Placentia in New- 


A Geographical Deſcription of Canada, and a Natu- 
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race 


f Duke of Devonſhire 


Lord Steward of Her Majeſties Houſ-. 
hold, Lord Lieutenant of the County 
of Derby „Chief Juſtice in Eyre of | 

all Her Majeſties Forreſts, Chaſes , 
Parks, &c. Trent-North; One 
of the Lords of Her Majeſties Moft 
Honourable Privy Council, and Knight 
of the Moſt Honourable Order of . 


Garter. 


| My Lord, 4 

Ince I had the 83 to preſent 

0 the King of Denmark with the 
: firſt part of this Book, I pre- 
ſume to * a Preſent of the Lands 
to your Grace. In making the firſt 
3 Dedication, I had no other induce- 
ment, chan a due regard to the bene- 


firs I receiv'd from His Majeſties fa- 


vour; and the ſame Motive with re- 
Wfcrence to your Grace, has prompted - 
me to make this acknowledgment of 
9 A 2 the 
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the undeſerved Favours you kindly 
vouchſat*d me. : 
I did not dare to launch out into 
the praiſe of His Daniſh Majeſty, who 
has a juſt Title to all ſorts of Enco- 
miums; by reaſon that the little French 
TI had, has been forgot among a ſort 


of People, that take Panegyricks to } 
be Affronts. Tis with the ſame view, 
My Lord, that I decline the pleaſure | 
of publiſhing thoſe diſtinguiſhing Qua- 
lities, that place Your Lordſhip at the 
Head of the Moſt Accompliſh'd Gran- | 


dees of the World, and the Moſt Zea- | 


lous Patriots of their Country. 
. an with all Gratitude and Veneration, 
Ay Lord, 
ts T our Grace's, 
Moſt Humble, and Moſt 


Obedient Servant. 
Lahontan. 
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Aving fatterd my ſelf with the vain 
hopes of retrieving the King of Fran- 
ce's favour, before the Declaration of 

Ibis Var; I was ſo far from thinking 
to put theſe Letters, and Memoirs, to the Preſs ; 
that I defign'd to have committed em to the flames, 
if that Monarch had done me the honour of 
reinſtating me in my former Places, with the good 
leave of Mefi leurs de Pont- 


chartrain, the Father and * The one Chancellor .f, 


> | , rance, and the oth 
che Son. Tinas with that view Secretary of 3 


that I neglefted Zo put em in of em vaſtly rich. 
ſuch a dreſs as might now be 
vid for, for the ſatisfattion' of the Reader 
that gives himſelf the trouble to peruſe em. 
Between the fifteenth and ſixteenth year of my 
Age I went to Canada, and there took care to keep 
up a conſtant Correſpondence by Letters with an 44 
Relation, who had required of me a Narrative of the 
3 Occurrences of that Country, upon the account of the 
W yearly alſiſtance he gave me. Tis theſe very Let- 
ters that make the greateſt part of the firſt Vo- 
um. They contain an account of all that paſs d 
ER | between the Engliſh, the French, the Iroqueſe, 
4 1 and 
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and the other Savage Nations, from the year 1683, 
to 1694. Together with a great many curious 
Remarks, that may be of uſe to thoſe who have a- 

y knowledge of the Engliſh or French Colonies. 

The whole is writ with a great deal of Fidelity ; 
for IT repreſent things juſt as they are. I neither 
| flatter nor ſpare any Perſon what- 
ud by the Eng- ſoever ; T attribute to the * Iro- 

Mahal. on Meta Jueſe, the glory they have pur- 

.. chaſed on ſeveral occaſions, tho 

441 the ſame time I hate that Raſcally People, as 

much as Horns and Law-Suits, Notwithſtanding 

the Veneration I have for the Clergy, I impute 
to them all the miſchief the Iroquele have done 
to the French Colonies, in the-courſe of a War 
that had never been undertaken, if it had not 
been for the Counſels of theſe pious Church- 
Men. | | 
The Reader is deſir d to take notice that the 

Towns of New-York, are known to the French 
by their old Names only, and for that reaſon 1 
was oblig d to make 175 of the ſame in my Let- 
ters, as well as my Mapps. They give the name 

of New-York to all that Country, that reaches 

from the Source of its River to the Mouth, that 

18, to the Iſland, upon which there ſtands a City 
calld in the time of the Dutch Manathe, and 
nom by the Engliſh, New-York. In like man- 
ner the Plantation of Albany, that lies towards 

the head of the River, is call d by the French, 

Orange. | 

Farther; I would not have the Reader to take 

it amiſs, that the thoughts of the Savages are | 

ſet forth in an European Dreſs, The occaſion of | 
5 that | 


/ 
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| that choice proceeded from the Rela- * See Letter 
| tion I Correſponded with ; for that 9. 
honeſt Gentleman ridiculed the Metaphorical Ha- 
rangue of the Grangula; and intreated me not 
| to make a literal Tranſlation of a Language that 
| was ſo ſtuff d with Fictious and Savage Hyper- 
 boles. "Tis for this reaſon that all the Diſcour- 
ſes and Arguments of thoſe Nations, are here 
| accommodated to the European Style and way of 
| Speaking ; for having comply d with my Friend's 
Requeſt, I contented my ſelf in keeping only a 
| Copy of the Letters I writ to him, during my 
| Pilgrimage in the Country of theſe naked Philo- 
ſophers. 
| ITuill not be improper to acquaint the Reader 
| by the bye, that thoſe who know my faults, do as 
little juſtice to theſe People, as they do to me, 
in alledging Iam a Savage my ſelf, and that that 
mates me ſpeak ſo favourably of my Fellow-Sa- 
vages. Theſe Obſervators do me a great deal of 
Honour, as long as they do not explain themſelves, 
ſo as to make me directly of the ſame Character 
with that which is tack'd to the word Savage by 
the Europeans in their way of thinking : For in 
ſaying only that Tam of the ſame temper with the 
Savages, they give me without deſign, the Cha- 
rafter of the boneſteſt Man in the World. Tis an 
unconteſted truth, that the Nations which are not 
debauch d by the Neighbourhood of the Europeans, 
are ſtrangers to the Meaſures of Meum and Tuum, 
and to all Laws, Judges, and Prieſts. This cant 
be call d in queſtion, fince all Travellers that 
have viſited thoſe Countries, vouch for its truth; 
and a great mauy of different Profeſſions, have 
5 44 given 
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given the World repeated aſſurances that tis ſo. 
Now this being granted, we ought not to ſcruple 
to. believe, that theſe are ſuch wiſe aud reaſona- 
ble People. I take it, a Man muſt be quite blind, 
who do's not ſee that the property of Goods (I do 
not ſpeak of the ingroſſing of Nomen) is the only 
Source of all the Diſorders that perplex the Eu- 
ropean Societies, Upon that Conſideration twill 
be eaſie to perceive, that I have not ſpoke wide 
in deſcribing that Wiſdom and Acuteneſs which 
ſhines through the Words and Actions of theſe 
poor Americans. If all the World had acceſs to 
the Books of Voyages, that are found in ſome well 
ftock' Libraries, they would find in above a hun- 
dred Deſcriptions of Canada, an infinity of Diſ- 
courſes and Arguments offer d by the Savages, 
which are incomparably ſtronger, aud more ner- 
wous than thoſe I've inſerted in my Memoirs. 

As for ſuch as doubt of the 2 and wonder- 
ful capacity of Beavers, they need only to caſt their 
Eyes upon the Great Map of America, drawn by 
the Sicur de Fer, aid gravd at Paris in the 
year 1698. Where they will meet with ſeveral 
ſurpriſing things, relating to theſe Animals. 

While my Book was a Printing in Holland, 7 
was in England; and as ſoon as it appear'd, 
ſeveral Engliſh Gentlemen of a diſtinguiſhing Me- 
rit, who underſtand the French as well as their 
Mother Tongue, gave me to know, that they would 
| be glad to jeea more ample Relation of the Man- 
ners and Cuſtoms of the People of that Continent, 
whom we call by the name of Savages. This ob- 
lig d me to communicate to theſe Gentlemen, the _ 
ſubſtance of the ſeveral Conferences I had in that 

Country 
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Country with a certain Huron, whom the French 
call Rat. While I flay'd at that Americans 
Village, I imploy d my time very agreeably in ma- 
king à careful Collection of all his Arguments and 
Opinions; and as ſoon as I returud from my Voy- 
age upon the Lakes of Canada, I ſhewd my M. 
nuſcript to Count Frontenac, who was fo pleas d - 
with it, that he took the pains to aſſiſt me in 
digeſting the Dialogues, and bringing them into 
the 1 they now appear in : For before that, 
they were abrupt Conferences without Connexion. 
Upon the Solicitation of theſe Engliſh Gentlemen, 
Ive put theſe Dialogues into the hands of the 
Perſon who tranſlated my Letters and Memoirs : 
And if it had not been for their preſſing Inſtan- 
ces, they had never ſeen the light; for there are 
but few in the World that will judge imparti- 
ally, and without prepeſſe ſion, of ſome things con- 
taind in em. * „ 

J have likewiſe intruſted the ſame Trauſlator 
with ſome Remarks that I made in Portugal, 
and Denmark, when I fled thither from News- 
found-Land. There the Reader will meet with a 
deſcription of Lisbon and Copenhagen, and of 
the capital City of Arragon. 

To the Tranſlation of my firſt Volume, I have 
added. an exatt Map of Newfound-Land, which 
was not in the Original. I have likewiſe cor- 
retied almoſt all the Cuts of the Holland Im- 

preſſion, for the Dutch Gravers bad murder'd 
em, by not underſtanding their Explications, which 
were all in French. They have grav'd Women 
for Men, and Men for Nomen; naked Perſons 

. for thoſe that are cloath'd, and & Contra. As 
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for the Maps, the Reader will find em very 


exact; And I have taken care to have the Traits of 


my Voyages more nicely delineated, than in the O- 
riginal. py | 5 
I underſtand by Letters from Paris, that the 
zwa Meſſieurs de Pontchartrain indeavour by 
all means to be reveng'd upon me for the af- 
front they ſay I have given em in publiſhing 
fome triffling Stories in my Book, that ought to 
have been conceal d. I am likewiſe inform d, that 
have reaſon to be apprehenſive of the Reſent- 


ment of ſeveral Ecclefrafticks, who pretend I have 


inſulted God in cenſuring their Conduct. But 


ſince Jexpected nothing lejs than the furious Re- 


ſentment both of the one and the other, when I 
put this Book to the Preſs; I had time enough to 


arm my ſelf from top to toe, in order to make head 
azainſt 'em. *Tis my comfort, that I have writ 
nothing but what I make good by Anthentick 


proofs ; beſides, that I could not have ſaid leſs 


of em than ] have done; for if I had not tied 
my ſelf up to the direct thread of my Diſcourſe, 
could have made Digreſſious, in which the Con- 
duct both of the one and the other, would have 
appear d to be prejudicial to the repoſe of the So- 
ciety, and the publick Good, I had provocation 
enough to have treated em in that manner ; but 
my Letters being addreſsd to an old Bigotted Re- 
lation of mine, 2 fed upon Devotion, aud dread- 
ed rhe influence of the Court; he ſtill beſeech d 
me to write nothing to him rhat might diſoblige the 
Clergy or the Courtiers, for fear of the intercept- 


ing of my Letters. However, I have advice from 


Paris, that ſome Pedants are ſet at work to laſh 
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me in writing; and ſo I muſt prepare toſtand the 
Brunt of a ſhower of affronts, that will be pour d 
upon me in a few days. But tis no matter; I am 
ſo good a Conjurer, that I can ward off - ftorm 
from the fide of Paris. I laugh at their Threats ; 
and fince I can't make uſe of my Sword, [ll wage 

War with my Pen. | 
This I only mention by the bye, in this my Pre- 
face to the Reader, whom I pray the Heavens 
to Crown with Proſperity, in preſerving him 
from having any buſineſs to adjuſt with moſt 
of the Miniſters of State, and Prieſts ; for let 
them be never ſo faulty, they'll till be ſaid to 
be in the right, till ſuch time as Anarchy be 


| introduc'd amongſt us, as well as the Americans, 


among whom the ſorryeſt fellow thinks himſelf 
a better Man, than a Chancellour of France. 
Theſe People are happy in being ſcreen'd from the 
tricks and ſhifts of Miniſters, who are always 
Maſters where-ever they come. J envy the ſlate of 
a poor Savage, who tramples upon Laws, and 
pays Homage to no Scepter. I wiſh I could ſpend 
the reſt of my Life in his Hutt, and ſo be no lon- 
ger ex pos d to the chagrin of bending the knee to 
a ſet of Men, that ſacrifice the publick good to 
their private intereſt, and are born to plague 
honeſt Men. The two Miniſters of State I have 
to do with, have been ſollicited in vain, by the 
Dutcheſs of Lude, Cardinal Bouillon, Count Gui- 
ſcar, Mr. de Quiros, and Count d Avaux : No- 
thing could prevail, tho all that is laid to m 

charge, conſiſts only in not bearing the affronts of 
a Governour, whom they protect; at a time when 
a hundred other Officers, who live under the impus 
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tation of Crimes, infinitely greater than mine, 
are excus d for three Months abſence from Court. 
Now the Reaſon is, that they give leſs quarter to 
thoſe who have the misfortune to diſpleaſe the two 
Meſſieurs de Ponchartrain, than to ſuch as att 
contrary to the King's Orders. 

But after all my Misfortunes, I have this to 
ſolace me, that I injoy in England a ſort of Li- 
berty, that is not met with elſewhere : For one 
may juſtly ſay, that of all the Countries inhabited 
by civilis'd People, this alone affords the greateſt 


perfection of Liberty, Nay, I do not except the 


liberty of the Mind, for I am convinc'd, that the 
Engliſh maintain it with a great deal of tender- 
neſs : So true it is, that all degrees of Slavery 
are abborr'd by this People, who ſhew their Wiſ- 
dom in the precautions they take to prevent their 


finking into a fatal Servitude. 
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LETTER WM 
Dated at Quebec May 15. 1684. 


Containing an ample Deſcription of the City f 
Quebec, and of the Iſland of St. Laurence. 


p. 11. 
LEI TE RW. 


Dated at Monreal June 14. 1684. 


Containing, a brief Deſcription of the Habitati- 
ons of the Savages in the Neighbourhood of 
Quebec; of the River of St. Laurence, as far 
up as Monreal; of a curious way of fiſhing 
Eels; and of the Cities of Trois Rivieres, and 
Monreal: Together with an account of the 
Conduct of the Forreſt- Rangers or Pedlers. 

P. 16. 


LETTER V. 
Dated at Monreal June 18. 1684. 


In which is contain'd a ſhort account of the Iro- 
gqueſe, with a view of the War and Peace they 
made with the French, and of the means by 
which it was brbught about. p. 22.1 
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perform all their Voyages ; with an Account of 
the manner in which they are made and ma- 


nag d. p. 26. 
LETTER. VI 


Dated at Monreal Novemb. 2. 1684. 


Deſcribing the River of St. Laurence, from 
Monreal to the firſt great Lake of Canada, 
with the Water-falls, Cataracts, and Naviga- 
tion of that River: As alſo Fort Frontenac, 
and the advantages that accrue from it. To- 
gether with a Circumſtantial account of the 
Expedition of Mr. de la Barre, the Governour 
General, againſt the lroquele ; the Speeches he 
made, the Replies he receiv'd, and the final 
Accommodation of the difference. P. 29. 


LETTER. VIII. 
Dated at Monreal June 28. 1685. 


Repreſenting the Fortifications of Monreal, and 
the indiſcreet zeal of the Prieſts, who are Lords 
of that Town : With a Deſcription of Cham- 


bli, and of the Commerce of the Savages upon 
the great Lakes. "46 
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= Being au Account of the Commerce and Trade o 
Monreal Of the Arrival of the Marquis of 
J Denonville 


The Contents, 


Denonville with ſome Troops; and of the re- 
calling of Mr. de la Barre. With a curious Deſ- 


cription of certain Licenſes for trading in Bea- 
ver- Sh ius in the remote Countries. p- 51. 


LITT 


Dated at Boucherville July 8. 1686. 


Relating the Arrival of Mr. de Champigni, in 
the room of Mr. de Meules, who is recall d to 
France; the arrival of the Troops that came 
along with him, the curioſity of the Rackets, 
and the way of hanting Elks ; with a Deſcrip- 
tron of that Animal, > *ÞD; 55s 


LETTER XC 


Dated at Boucherville May 28. 1687. 


Being a curious Deſcription of the Hunting of di- 
vers Animals, p. 60. 
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Dated at St. Helens over againſt Monreal 
June 8. 1687. £ 


The Chevalier de Vaudreuil arrives in Canada 
with fore Troops. Both the Regular Troops 
aud the Militia are poſted at St. Helens, in 
a readineſs to march againſt the Iroqueſe. 

p- 68, 


18 * 
1 
Yi 
. => 
2 
1 
+} 
91 
EF 
on 
U 
* 
ef 
£ 
1 
19 
* 
Fi. > 
v3 © 
41 . 
1 
* 
: : 
18 
q > 
4 
1 
1 
* 
3 * 
, A 
W 
1 
1 4 
1 
1 
| 
1 d 
1 
bo 
1 
1 
4 
bl 
1 
* 
: 
* 
&Y & 
1 * 
' 7 


2 


—— 

: = . 
— ut 
— — 


8 — e024 
* 


L E T- 


/ 


kk. \ 


The Contents. 
L ET T E R. XIII. 
Dated at Njagard Aug, 2. 1687. 


Repreſenting the unfavourable Iſſue of the Cam- 
paign, made in the Iroqueſe Country; the diſ- 


_ covery of an Ambuſeade, and the iſſuing of Or- 


ders for the Author to march with a Detachment 
to the great Lakes. p- 70. 


J » 
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I. ET T ER RH. WV. 
Dated at Mifilimakinac May 26. 1688. 


The Author leaves Nagara, and has an Incounter 
with the Iroqueſe at the end of the Land. Car- 
riage. The after. part of his Voyage. A Deſ- 
cription of the Country. He arrives at Fort St. 

. Joſeph in the Mouth of the Lake of Hurons. 4 
Detachment of the Hurons arrive at the ſame 
place, After an Ingagement, they ſet out for 
Miſſilimakinac. 4 ſtrange Adventure of Mr. 
de la Salle's Brother, Millilimakinac deſ- 
cribd. 5 p. 80. 
E ET ER XF. 


Dated at Miftlimakinac Sept. 18. 1688. 


Deſcribing the Fafl call d Saut St. Marie, where 
the Author perſwades the Inhabitants to joyn 
the Outaouas, and march againſt the Iroqueſe. 
And containing an account of the Occarrences 0 
the Voyage between that Place and Miſſilimaki- 
nge-”-- | p. 92. 

a E E T- 


0 
—— —— emmy — 4 —— — = SS —— — : 

—— = x_- ———— ew 2A” r ——— : — RS — 2 - 
— — pr 3 , > * JU — = 
IC A ao - : 0 — * 

1 1 * — "EIT " — — — — — - 
_ - - war — * 
* 
* % 
a 


— — — — * 4 — 
% 


R — 


— = 
——— 


CY er Wo rt RR PRI * 
— 6 — 1 s — 4 
- ö 


— — —— 
— ge — I ee 
= — 1 — 
— — 5 


as 
1 - r — 2 7 = LAs 
— . ee ine ————— —— — — ů oo — 
2 ONES? _ - 


The Contents. 


_ LET IT EK; vb | 
Dated at Mifilimakinac May 28. 1689. 


Containing an Account of the Author's Departure 
from, and Returnto, Miſſilimakinac. 4 Deſ- 
cription of the Bay of Puants, and its Villages. 
An ample Deſcription of the Beavers, follow'd 
by the Journal of a remarkable Voyage upon the 
Loag River, and a Map of the adjacent Coun- 
try. | P. 104. 
LETTER XVE, 


Dated at Quebec Sep. 28. 1689. 
The Author ſets out from Miſſilimakinac to the 


Colony, and deſcribes the Countgy, Rivers, and 


Paſſes that be ſaw H Fe" wall, Fe Iroqueſe 
make a fatal incurſion into the Iſland of Mon- 
real- Fort Frontenac is abandond; Count 
Frontenac i ſent to Canada, and the Marquis 
of Denonville zs recall d. p. 142. 


LET T EN XVII. 
Datcd at Quclec Nov. 15. 1689. 


— * = 


Giving an Account of Mr. de Frontenac's Arrival, 0 
his Reception, his Voyage to Monreal, and the | 
repairivg of Fort Frontenac. . 151. 

LETTERS XC 

Dated at Monreal Odiober 2. 1690. 
Relating the Attempts upon nn, and | 
-"_ New - 
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New-York; a fatal Embaſſy ſent by the French 
to the Iroqueſe, and an ill. concerted Enterpriſe 
of the Engliſh and the Troqueſe, in marching, 
Ly Land to attack the French Colony. p. 155. 


- \LKETEL. I 
| Dated at Rochel Jauuary 12. 1691. 


Being a Relation of a ſecond and very important 
Expedition of the Engliſh by Sea; in which is 
contain da Letter written by the Engliſh Admi- 
ral. to Count Frontenac, with the Governour's 
Verbal Auſwer. As alſo an account of the Au- 
thor's departure for France. p. 159. 


LAY -W W - 
Dated at Roche July 26. 1691. 


Containing a Deſeription of the Courts or Offices of 
the Miniſters of State, aud a view of ſome 
Services that are ill rewarded at Court, p. 166. 


r 
Dated at Quebec Nov. 10. 1691, 


Which contains an account of the Author's depare 
ture from Rochel to Quebec, of his Voyage ro 
the mouth of the River St. Laurence, of a Ren- 
counter with an Engliſh Ship which he fought ; 
of the ſtranding of his Ship; of hw ſailing thro' 
the River St. Laurence; of the news he receiv'd 
that of oa. of the Engliſh and Iroqueſe, had de- 
feated a Body of the French Troops. P. 171. 
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[| LETTER, XXIII. 

| 4 N Dated at Nauts Octob. 25. 1692. 
14 : . KN 84 


Containing an Account of the taking of ſome Eng- 


i liſh Veſſels, of defeating a Party of the lroqueſe, 

1 of an lroqueſe burnt alive at Quebec; of ano- : 
kF ther Party of theſe Barbarians, who having ſur- 

1 - pris d ſome Coureurs de Bois, were afterwards ( 
it. ſurprisd themſelves. Of the Project of an Enter- 

3 prize propos d by Mr. Frontenac to the Author. 

| i . Of the Author's departure in a Frigat for France, 

1 aud his ſtopping at Placentia, which was then at- a 

| If tack d by the Engliſh Fleet that came to take that : 
Uh: Poſt from us. How the Engliſh fail'd in their 


 Defign, and the Author purſu'd his Voyage. 


25 p. 175. 1 
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| Dated at Nants May 10. 1693. 

i Containing an Account of Mr. Frontenac's Project, y 
5 which was rejected at Court, and the reaſon why i - 
| l it was rejected. The King gives the Author the MF _ 

ll. Lieatenancy of Newfound Land, &c. together MF * 
I | with the Independent Company. p. 187. 
. LT 3 1 
* LETTER. XXV. 1 
5 Dated at Viana in Portugal Jan. 31. 1694. . 
ie Author's departure from France to Placentia, | 
18 A Fleet of 30 Engliſh Ships came to ſeize upon fl © 

"8 that place ; but is diſappointed, and Sheers off. 
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be reaſon why the Engliſh have bad ſucceſs in ; 
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all their Enterpriſes beyond Sea. The Au- 
thars Adventure with the Governoar of Placen- 
tia. His departure for Portugal. An Ingage- 
ment witha Fluſhing Privateer. p. 193- 


th. 
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Memoirs of North- America. 


Containing a Geographical Deſcription of that vaſt 
Continent ; the Cuſtoms aud Commerce of the 


Inhabitants, &c. oe p. 203. 
A ſhort Deſcription of Canada. p. 205. 
A Liſt of the Savage Nations of Canada. p. 230. 
A Liſt of the Animals of Canada. P. 432+ 
A Deſcription of ſuch Auimals or Beaſts as are nos 

mention'd in the Letters. p. 233. 


| A Liſt of the Fowl or Birds of Canada. p. 237. 
A Deſcription of ſuch Birds as are not accounted for 


in the Letters. | P- 239. 
A Deſcription. of the Inſects of Canada, p. 242. 
The Names of the Fiſh of Canada. p 243. 
A Deſcription of the Fiſh that are not mentiond in 

the Letters. p. 244. 
The Trees and Fruits of Canada. p. 247. 


A Deſcription of the above- mention d Trees. p. 248. 
A General view of the Commerce of Canada. p. 254. 


The Commodities truck'd to and again between the 


French and the Savages. P. 267. 
An Account of the Government of Canada in Gene- 
ö ral. P. 0. 
3 4 Diſcourſe of the Intereſt of the French and Eng- 
liſh zz North-America. p. 260. 


A Table Explaining ſome uncommon Terms. p. 276. 
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The Contents of the Second Volume. 


Diſcourſe of the Habit, Houſes, Complexi- 
on and Temperameut of the Savages of 
North; America. P. x. Vol. 2. 
A ſhort view of the Humours and Cuſtoms of 7 
Savages. 
The Belief of the Savages, and the O gal " 
their Converſion, P. 19. 
The way of Worſhip us d by the Savages. p. 29. 
An Account of the Amours and Marriages of the 


Savages. : p. 34. 
A View of the Diſeaſes 421 Remedies of the _ 
Ses. p. 45. 
The Diverſions of Hunting and Shooting 7.8 a- 
mong the Savages. p. 55. 
The Military Art of the Savages. 7x. 


A View of the Heraldy and the Coats of Arms of 
the Savages. 


P. 84. 
An a Earns of the Savage Hieroglyphicks 


p. 86. 


A = IRE PEI or Dialogue berween the 


Author and Adario, a noted Man a- 
mong the Savages. 


Containing a Circumſtantial view ＋ the Cuſtoms 


and Humours of that People, P. 9Q. 


An 
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An APPENDIX, Containing ſome 
New Voyagesto Portugal and Denmark ; 


after the Author's Retirement from Ca. 
nada. - 


E 
Dated at Lisbon April 20. 1694. 


Containing a Deſcription of Viana, Porto a Porto, 
Aveiro, Coimbra, Lisbon; together with a 
View of the Court of Portugal; and an Account 
of the Government, Laws, Cuſtoms, and Humours 
of the Portugueſe. p. 185. 


I 
Dated at Travemunde 1694. 


Containing an Account of the Author's Voyage from 
I. isbon 0 Garnſey; his Adventure with an Eng- 
liſh Man of War, and an Engliſh Privateer 4 
Deſcription of Rotterdam and Amſterdam ; the 
Author's Voyage to Hamburgh ; the Dimenſions 
of a Flemiſn Sloop; a Deſcription of the City of 
Hamburg ; the Author's Journey from thence to 
Lubeck, and a Deſcription of that City. p. 21 f. 


| 
| 
I | 
Dated at Copenhagen Sept, 141. 1 694. | 


Containing a Deſcription of the Port and City of 
Copenhagen, a view of the Daniſh Court, and 
of the Humours, Cuſtoms, Commerce, Forces,&c. 
of the Danes. 126. 
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The Contents. 
W bra ar 
Dated at Paris Decemb. 29. 1694. 
Containing a Journal of the Author's Travels from 
Copenhagen 20 Paris. 9.244. 
EIA 
Dated at Erleich July 4. 1694. 
Giving a view of the Superſtition and Ignorance of 
_ the People of Bearn; their adadiftedneſs to the 
not ions of Witchcraft, Apparit ions, &c. And the 


Authors Arguments againſt that Deluſion. p.25 5. 


LETTER. VI. 
Dated at Hueſia July 11. 1695. 


Containing an Account of the Author's eſcape and 


journey to Spain; his being taken up for a Hu- 
- pro, and the Ignorance and Bigotry of the 
Curates and People of Bearn in France. p. 268. 


e LETTER. VII. | 
Containing a Deſcription of Saragoza; a View of 
the Government of Arragon, and an Account of 


the Cuſtoms of the People. P. 274. 

A ſhort Dictionary of the Language of the Savages. 

| | SAL . p. 287. 
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227.1. 34. fot Poninte r · Pointe. Vol. II. p. 14. I. 8. for Supernumerans r. Supernu- 
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North-America. 
e 
LIFE 
Dated at the Port of Quebec, Nov. 8. 1683. 


Containing a Deſcription of the Paſſage from 


France to Canada; with ſome Remarks upon 


the Coaſts, Channels, &c. and the Variation 
of the Needle. 


SIX, | | be 
am ſurpris d to find that a Voyage to the New 
World is fo formidable to thoſe who are ob- 
lig d to undertake it; for I ſolemnly proteſt that 
tis far from being what the World commonly 

takes it for. *Tis true, the Paſſage is in ſome mea- 
ſure long; but then the hopes of viewing an un- 
known Country, attones for the tediouſneſs of the 
Voyage. When we broke ground from Rocbel, I 
acquainted you with the Reaſons that mov'd Mr. 
le Eure de la Barre, Governor General of Canada, 
to ſend the Sieur Mahs, a Canadeſe, to France; 
and at the ſame time my you to know, that he 
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2 Some New Voyages 
had reſolv'd upon the utter deſtruction of the Vo- 
queſe, who are a very Warlike and Savage People. 
Theſe Barbarians befriend the Exgliſh, upon the ac- 
count of the Succours they receive from *em ; but 
they are enemies to us, upon the apprehenſion of 
being deſtroy'd by us ſome time or other. The 
General I ſpoke of but now, expected that the King 
would ſend him ſeven or eight hundred Men ; but 
when we ſet out from Roche! the ſeaſon was ſo far 
advanc'd, that our three Companies of Marines 

were reckon'd a ſufficient Venture. 
I met with nothing in our Paſſage that was diſ- 
agreeable, abating for a Storm that alarm'd us for 
ſome days, upon the precipice of the bank of New- 
found. Land, where the Waves ſwell prodigiouſly, e- 
ven when the Winds are low. In that Storm our 
Frigat receiv'd ſome rude ſhocks from the Sea; but 
in regard that ſuch accidents are uſual in that Voy- 
age, they made no impreſſion upon the old ſea- 
ſon'd Sailors. As for my part, I could not pre- 
tend to that pitch of indifference; for having ne- 
ver made ſuch a Voyage before, I was ſo alarm'd 
in ſeeing the Waves mount up to the Clouds, that 
I made more vows to Neptune, than the brave Ido- 
menæus did in his return from the Wars of Troy. 
After we made the bank, the Waves ſunk, and the 
Wind dwindled, and the Sea became ſo ſmooth 
and eaſie, that we could not work our Ship. You 
can ſcarce imagine what quantities of Cod-fiſh 
were catch'd there by our Seamen, in the ſpace of a 
rr of an hour; for though we had thirty two 
athom Water, yet the Hook was no ſooner at the | 
bottom, than the Fiſh was catch'd ; ſo that they | 
had nothing to do but to throw in, and take up 
without interruption : But after all, ſuch is the miſ- 
fortune of this Fiſhery, that it do's nor ſucceed but 
upon certain banks, which are commonly paſt o- 
ver without ſtopping. However, as we were plen- 
| | tifully 


to North-America. 3 


tifully entertain'd at the coſt of theſe Fiſhes, fo 

ſuch of 'em as continued in the Sea, made {uffici- 

ent repriſals upon the Corps of a Captain, and of 

ſeveral Soldiers, who dy'd of the Scurvy, and were 
thrown over-board three or four days after. 

In the mean time the Wind veering to the Weſt- 
North-Weſt, we were oblig'd to lye bye for five 4 

l ſix days; but after that ir chop'd to the North, 

r and ſo we happily made Cape Raſe, tho' indeed our 

8 Pilots were at a loſs to know where we were, by 

reaſon that they could not take the Latitude for ten 


= or twelve days before. You may eaſily imagine, 
r that was with great joy that we heard one of our 
— Sailors call from the Top- Maſt, Land, Land, juſt 
2 as St Paul did when he approach'd to Maltha, Tir 
ur 8g, Y o: For you muſt know that when the Pi- 
ut lots reckon they approach to Land, they uſe the / 
y- precaution of ſending up Sailors to the Top-Maſt, 
OK in order to ſome diſcovery ; and theſe Sailors are 
e- - reliev'd every two hours till Night comes, at which 
je- time they furl their Sails if the Land is not yet 
vd deſcry'd : So that in the Night- time they ſcarce 
gat make any way. From this it appears how impor- 
7 tant it is to know the Coaſt, before you approach 
roy. do it; nay, the Paſſengers put ſuch a value upon 
the the diſcovery, that they preſent the firſt diſcoverer 
oth with ſome Piſtoles. In the mean time, you'll be 
7ou | pleas'd to obſerve, that the Needle of the Compaſs, 
fiſh & which naturally points to the North, turns upon 
of a 1 the bank of Neufound. Land, twenty three Degrees 
wo | towards the North-Weſt ; that is, it points there 
the adegree nearer to the Weſt, than North-North- Weſt. 
they This remark we made by our Compaſs of Vari- 
up ation. | | | 

mil- We deſcry'd the Cape about Noon ; and in order 
but to confirm the Diſcovery, ſtood in upon it with all 
ſt o- I fails aloft. At laſt, being aſſur'd that twas the 
olen- | Promontory we look d for, an univerſal joy was 
fully | 2 ſpread 
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by Some New Voyages 
ſpread throughout the Ship, and the fate of the 


wretches that we had thrown over-board, was quite 
Forgot. Then the Sailors ſet about the Chriſtening 
of thoſe who had never made. the Voyage before, 
and indeed they had done it ſooner, if it had not 
been for the death of our above-mention'd Compa- 
nions. The Chriftening I ſpeak of, is an imperti- 
nent Ceremony, pradtis'd by Sea-faring Men, whoſe 
humours are as ſtrange and extravagant, as the 
Element it ſelf, upon which they fooliſhly truſt 
themſelves. By vertue of a Cuſtom of old ſtand- 
ing, they profane the Sacrament of Baptiſm in an 
unaccountable manner. Upon that occaſion, the old 
Sailors being blacken'd all over, and diſguis'd with 
Rags and Ropes, force the greener ſort that have 
never pafs'd ſome certain degrees of Latitude be- 
fore, to fall down on their Knees, and to ſwear 
upon a Book of Sea Charts, that upon all occaſi- 
ons they will practiſe upon others, the ſame Cere- 


mony that is then made uſe of towards them. Af-.. 


ter the adminiſtring of this ridiculous Oath , they 


throw fifty Buckets full of Water upon their Head, 


Belly, and Thighs, and indeed all over their Body, 
without any regard to times or ſeaſons. This piece 
of folly is chiefly practis d under the Æquator, un- 


der the Tropicks, under the Polar Circles, upon the 
bank of Newfound-Land; and in the Streights of i 


Gibraltar, the Sund, and the Dardanelloes. As for 
Perſons of Note or Character, they are exempted 
from the Ceremony, at the expence of five or ſix 
bottles of Brandy for the Ships Crew. 

Three or four days after the performance of this 
Solemnity, we diſcover'd Cape Raye, and ſo made 
up to St. Laurence Bay, in the Mouth of which we 
were becalm'd for a little while; and during that 


Calm, we had a clearer and pleaſanter day, than 


any we had feen in the Paſſage. It look'd as if 
that day had been vouchſaf d us by way of recom- 
| pence 
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out of the water in order to dart its 
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pence for the Rains, Foggs, and high Winds, that 
we incounter'd by the way. There we ſaw an 
Engagement between a Whale 
and a * Sword-Fiſh, at the di- 
ſtance of a Gun-ſhot from our 
Frigat. We were perfectly charm'd 
when we ſaw the Sword-Fiſh jump 


Eſpadon, 4 Fiſhbe- 
tween 10 and 15 Foot 
long, being four Foot 
in circumference, and 
having in its Snout & 
ſort of Saw which is 
four Foot long, four In- 
ches broad, and fix 
Lines thick, 


Spear into the Body of the Whale, 
when oblig'd to take breath. This 
entertaining ſhow laſted at leaſt 
two hours, ſometimes to the Starboard, and ſome- 
times to the Larboard of the Ship. The Sailors, 
among whom Superſtition prevails as much as 
among the Egyptians, took this for a preſage of ſome 
mighty Storm; but the Prophecy ended in two or 
three days of contrary Winds, during which time 
we travers d between the Iſland of Newfound-Land, 
and that of Cape Breton. Two days after we came - 
in ſight of the Iſland of Fowls, by the help of a 
North-Eaſt Wind ; which drove us from the Mouth 
of St. Laurence Bay, to the Iſle of Anticoſti, upon the 
bank of which, we thought to have been caſt a- 
way, by nearing it too much. In the Mouth of 
that River we fell into a ſecond calm, which was 
follow'd by a contrary Wind, that oblig'd us to 
lye bye for ſome days. At laſt we made Tadouſſac, 
by gradual approaches, and there came to an An- 
chor. | | | 

This River is four Leagues broad where we then 
rode, and twenty two at its Mouth; but it contracts it 
ſelf gradually, as it approaches to its ſource, Two 


days after, the Wind ſtanding Eaſt, we weigh'd An- 


chor; and being favour'd by the Tyde, got ſafe 
through the Channel of the Red Iſland, in which 


the Currents are apt to turn a Veſſel on one ſide, 


as well as at the Iſland of Coudres, which lies ſome 
Leagues higher, But upon the Coaſt. of the laſt 
32 Iſland, 
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Iſland, we had certainly ſtruck upon the Rocks, if 
we had not drop'd an Anchor. Had the Ship been 
calt away at that place, we might eaſily have ſav'd 
our ſelves : But it prov'd fo, that we were more af- 
fraid than hurt. Next Morning we weighed with 
a freſh gale from the Eaſt, and the next day after 
came to an Anchor over againſt Cape Tourmente, 
where we had not above two Leagues over, tho? 
at the ſame time tis a dangerous place to thoſe who 
are unacquainted with the Channel. From thence 
we had but ſeven days failing to the Port of Que- 
bee, where we now ride at Anchor. In our Paſſage 
from the red Iſland to this place, we ſaw ſuch floats 
of Ice, and ſo much Snow upon the Land, that we 
were upon the point of turning back for France, 
tho” we were not then above thirty Leagues off our 


deſired Port. We were affraid of being ſtop'd by 


the Ice, and fo loſt; but thank God we ſcap'd. 

We have receiv'd advice, that the Governor has 
mark'd out Quarters for our Troops in ſome Villa- 
ges or Cantons adjacent to this City; fo that I am 
oblig'd to prepare to go aſhoar, and therefore muſt 
make an end of this Letter. I cannot as yet give 
you any account of the Country, excepting that 
7s already mortally cold. As to the River, I mean 
to give you a more ample deſcription of it, when 


I come to know it better. We are informed that 


Mr. de la Salle is juſt return'd from his Travels, 


which he undertook upon the diſcovery of a great 


River that falls into the Gulf of Mexico; and that 
he imbarques to morrow for France. He is perfectly 
well acquainted with Canada, and for that reaſon 
you ought to vitit him, if you go to Paris this Win- 
A am, | 


SIR, 


Yours, &c. 
LE T- 


to North-America, 


LETTER E 


Dated at the Canton of Beauprd, May 2. 1684. 


Containing a Deſcription of the Plantations of 
Canada, and the manner in which they were firſt 

form d. As alſo an account of the Tranſporta- 
tion of Whores from France to that Country; 
together with a view of its Climate and Soil. 


$7 K, 


S ſoon as we landed laſt year, Mr. de la Barre 
lodg'd our three Companies in ſome Cantons 

or Quarters in the Neighbourhood of Quebec. The 
Planters call theſe places Cotes, which in France ſigni- 
= fies no more than the Sea-Coaſt ; tho in this Coun- 
: uy where the names of 'Town and Village are un- 
4 known, that word is made uſe of to expreſs a Seig- 
*. . . * 
5 nory or Manour, the, Houſes, of which lie at the 
1 . : n GE LEES 
: diſtance of two or three, Paces one from another, 
1 and are ſgated on the brink of the River of St. Lau- 
; rence. In earneſt, Sir, the Boors of thoſe Manors 
7 


live with more eaſe and conveniency, than an in- 
finity of the Gentlemen in France. I am our indeed 
in calling *em Boors, for that name is as little known 
here as in Spain; whether it be that they pay no 
Taxes, and injoy the liberty of Hunting and Fiſh- 


[2 ing; or that the eaſineſs of their Life, puts em up- 
ö on a level with the Nobilicy. The 

k pooreſt of them have four T Ar- + An Arpen* is a ſpot 
7 Pents of Ground in front, and of ground cn aining 


1co Perches ſquare, 


thirty QF forty in depth: ; The each of which is eig 
5 whole Country being a continued ren Fot long. „ . 
V Forreſt of lofty Trees, the ſtumps ;fevisn 40 on 
\ 2 B 4 of 
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of which muſt be grub'd up, before they can make 


- uſe of a Plough. Tis true, this is a troubleſom 


and chargeable task at firſt 5 but in a ſhort time 
after they make up their Loſſes ; for when the Vir- 


gin ground is capable of receiving Seed, it yields an 


increaſe to the rate of an hundred fold. Corn is 
there ſown in May, and reap'd about the middle of 
September. Inſtead of threſhing the Sheafs in the Field, 
they convey em to Barns, where they lie till the 
coldeſt ſeaſon of the Winter, at which time the 
Grain is more eaſily diſengag'd from the Ear. In this 
Country they likewiſe ſow Peaſe, which are much 
eſteem'd in France. All forts of Grain are very 
cheap here, as well as Butchers Meat and Fowl. 
The price of Wood is almoſt nothing, in compari- 
ſon with the charge of its carriage, which after all 
is very inconſiderable. | | 

Moſt of the Inhabitants are a free ſort of People 
that remov'd hither from France, and brought with 
'em but little Money to ſet up withal : The ret 
are thoſe who were Soldiers about thirty or forty 
years ago, at which time the Regiment of Carignar 
was broke, and they exchang'd a Military Poſt, 
for the Trade of Agriculture. Neither the one nor 


the other pay'd any thing for the grounds they poſ- 


ſeſs, no more than the Officers, of theſe Troops, 
who mark'd out to themſelves, certain portions of 
unmanur'd and woody Lands; for this vaſt Conti- 
nent is nothing elſe than one continued Forreſt. 
The Governours General allow'd the Officers three 
or four Leagues of ground in front, with as much 
depth as they pleas'd ; and at the ſame time the Of- 

ficers gave the Soldiers as much ground as the 

pleas'd, upon the condition of the payment of 

Crown per Arpent, by way of Fief.- 
After the reform of theſe Troops, ſeveral Ships 
were fent hither from France, with a Cargoe of 
Women of an ordinary Reputation, under the di- 
| rleetion 
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rection of ſome old ſtale Nuns, who rang'd em in 
three Claſſes. The Veſtal Virgins were heap'd up, 
(if I may ſo ſpeak) one above another, in three 
different Apartments, where the Bridegrooms ſing- 
led out their Brides, juſt as a Butcher do's an Ewe 
from amongſt a Flock of Sheep. In theſe three Se- 
rapliv's, there was ſuch variety and change of Diet, 
as could fatisfig the moſt whimſical Appetites ; for 
here was ſome big ſome little, ſome fair ſome 
brown, ſome fat and ſome meagre. In fine, there 
was ſuch Accommodation, that every one might 
be fitted to his Mind: And indeed the Market had 
ſuch a run, that in fifteen days time, they were all 
diſposd of. I am told, that the fatteſt went off 
beſt, upon the apprehenſion that theſe being leſs 
active, would keep truer to their Ingagements, and 
hold out better againſt the nipping cold of the Win- 
ter: But after all, a great many of the He-Adven- 
turers found themſelves miſtaken in their meaſures. 
However, let that be as it will, it affords a very curious 
Remark; namely, That in ſome parts of the World, 
to which the vicious European Women are tranſport- 
ed, the Mob of thoſe Countries do's ſeriouſly be- 
lieve, that their Sins are ſo defac'd by the ridiculous 
Chriſtening, I took notice of before, that they are 
look'd upon ever after as Ladies of Vertue, of Ho- 
nour, and of an untarniſh'd conduct of Life. The 
Sparks that wanted to be married, made their Ad- 
dreſſes to the above-mention'd Governeſſes, to whom 
they were oblig'd to give an account of their 
Goods and Eſtates, before they were allow'd to 
make their choice in the three Seraglios. After the 
_ Choice was determined, the Marriage was concluded 
upon the ſpot, in the preſence of a Prieſt, and a 
publick Notary ; and the next day the Governor- 
General beſtow'd upon the married Couple, a Bull, a 
Cow, a Hog, a Sow, a Cock, a Hen, two Barrels 
of ſalt Meat, and eleven Crowns; together with 
4 
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a certain Coat of Arms call'd by the. 


Hirns Greeks | N“. The Officers having a 
TH nicer taſte than the Soldiers, made their 
Application to the Daughters of the ancient Gen- 
tlemen of the Country, or thoſe of the richer ſort 
of Inhabitants; for you know that Canada has been 
poſſeſs d by the French above an hundred years. 

In this Country every one lives in a good and a 
well furniſh'd Houſe ; and moſt of the Houſes are of 
Wood, and two Stories high. Their Chimnies are 
very large, by reaſon of the prodigious Fires they 


make to guard themſelves from the Cold, which is. 


there beyond all meaſure, from the Month of De- 
cember, to that of April. During that ſpace of 
time, the River is always frozen over, notwith- 


ſtanding the flowing and ebbing of the Sea; and 


the Snow upon the ground, is three or four foot 
deep; which is very ſtrange in a Country that lies 
in the Latitude of forty ſeven Degrees, and ſome 
odd Minutes. Moſt People impute the extraordinary 
Snow to the number of Mountains, with which 


this vaſt Continent is repleniſh'd. Whatever is in 


that matter, I muſt take notice of one thing, that 
ſeems very ſtrange, namely, that the Summer days 
are longer here than at Paris, The Weather isthen 
{o clear and ſerene, that in three Weeks time you 
ſhall not ſee a Cloud in the Horizon, I hope to go 
to Quebec with the firſt opportunity; for I have or- 
ders to be in a readineſs tœ imbarque within fifteen 
days for Monreal, which is the City of this Coun- 
try, that lics fartheſt up towards the Head of the 
River. 
I am, 


SIR, 


Tours, &c. 
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LET ME 
Dated at Quebec May 15. 1684. 


Containing an ample Deſcription of the City of 
Quebec, and of the Iſland of Orleans. 
S I R, 
Efore I ſet out for Monreal, J had the curioſity 
to view the Iſland. of Orleans, which is ſeven 
Leagues in length, and three in breadth : It ex- 
tends from over againſt Cape Tourmente, to within 
a League and a half of Quebec, at which place the 
River divides it ſelf into two branches. The Ships 
fail through the South Channel; for the North 
Channel is ſo. foul with Shelves and Rocks, that 
: the ſmall Boats can only paſs that way. The Iſland 
5 belongs to a General Farmer of France, who would 
; make out of it a thouſand Crowns of yearly Rent, 
tif himſelf had the management of. it. *Tis ſur- 
; rounded with Plantations, that produce all forts of 
| Grain. | 5 
Quebec is the Metropolitan of New-France, being 
almoſt a League in Circumference ; It lies in the 
Latitude of 47 Degrees, and 12 Minutes. The 
Longitude of this place is uncertain, as well as that 
of ſeveral other Countries, with the leave of. the 
Geographers, that reckon you up 1200 Leagues 
from Rochel to Quebec, without taking the pains to 
_ meaſure the Courſe ; However, I am ſure that it 
E lies but at too great a diſtance from France, for the 
4 Ships that are bound hither; For their paſſage com- 
1 monly laſts for two Months and a half, whereas 
3 the homeward bound Ships may in 30 or 40 days 
ſailing, eaſily make the Belle Ile, which is the — 
re 


W _ 
e a r 
Br 8 8 De EN 62th OSS © Lee Mr at n | aid LE 


12 Some New Voyages 
reft and moſt uſual Land, that a Ship makes upon 
a long Voyage. The reaſon of this difference, is, 
that the Winds are Eaſterly for 100 days of the 
year, and Weſterly for 260. ” 

Quebec is divided into the upper and the lower Ci- 
ty. The Merchants live in the latter, for the con- 
veniency of the Harbor; upon which they have 
built very fine Houſes, three Story high, of a ſort 
of Stone that's as hard as Marble. The upper 
-or high City is full as populous, and as well adorn'd 
as the lower. Both Cities are commanded by a 
Caſtle, that ſtands upon the higheſt Ground, 
This Caſtle is the Reſidence of the Governours, 
and affords them not only convenient Apart- 
ments, but the nobleſt and moſt extenſive Proſ- 
pet in the World. Quebec wants two eflenti- 
al things, namely, a Key and Fortifications ; 
though both the one and the other might be eaſily 
made, conſidering the conveniency of Stones Iy- 
ing upon the ſpot. Tis incompaſs'd with ſeveral 
Springs, of the beſt freſh Water in the World, 
which the Inhabitants draw out of Wells ; for they 
are ſo ignorant of the Hydroſtaticks, that not one 
of em knows how to convey the Water to certain 
Baſins, in order to raiſe either flat or ſpouting 
Fountains. Thoſe who live on the River ſide, in 
the lower City, are not half ſo much pinch'd with 
the Cold, as the Inhabitants of the upper ; beſides 
that the former have a peculiar conveniency of 
tranſporting in Boats, Corn, Wood, and other Ne- 
ceilaries, to the very Doors of their Houſes : But 
as the latter are more expoſs'd to the injuries of 
the Cold, fo they injoy the benefit and pleaſure of 
a cooler Summer. The way which leads from the 
one City to the other 1s pretty broad, and adorn'd 
with Houſes on each ſide ; only tis a little ſteep. 
Quebec ſtands upon a very uneven Ground; and its 
Houſes are not uniform. The Intendant lives in a 

| bottom, 
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| to North-America. 13 
bottom, at ſome ſmall diſtance from the ſide of a 
little River, which by joyning the River of St. 
Laurence, Coops up the City in a right Angle. His 
Houſe is the Palace in which the Soveraign Coun- 
cil aſſembles four times a Week; and on one fide 
of which, we ſee great Magazines of Ammuniti- 
on and Proviſions; There are ſix Churches in the 
the High City: The Cathedral conſiſts of a Biſhop, 
and twelve Prebendaries, who live in common in 
the Chapter-Houſe, the Magnificence and Archi- 
tecture of which is truly wonderful. Theſe poor 
Prieſts are a very good fort of People; they con- 
tent themſelves with bare Neceflaries, and meddle 
with nothing but the Affairs of the Church, where 
the Service is perform'd after the Raman way. The 
ſecond Church is that of the Jeſuits, which ſtands 
in the Center of the City ; and is a fair, ſtately, and 
well lighted Edifice. The great Altar of the Je- 

ſuits Church, is adorn'd with four great Cylindrical 
Columns of one Stone; The Stone being a ſort of 
Canada Porphyry, and black as Jet, without either 
Spots or Veins. Theſe Fathers have very conveni- 
ent and large Apartments, beautify'd with plea- 
ſant Gardens, and ſeveral rows of Trees, which are 
ſo thick and buſhy, that in Summer one might 
take their Walks for an Ice-Houſe: And indeed 
we may ſay without ſtretching, that there is Ice 
not far from 'em, for the good Fathers are never 
without a reſerve in two or three places, for the 
cooling of their Drink. Their College is fo ſmall, 
that at the, beſt they have ſcarce fifty Scholars at a 
time. The third Church is that of the Recollects, 
who, through the interceſſion of Count Frontenac, 
obtain'd leave of the King to build a little Chap- 
pel (which I call a Church ; ) notwithſtanding the 
Remonſtrances of Mr. de Laval our Biſhop, who, in 
concert with the Jeſuits, us'd his utmoſt Efforts for 
ten years together to hinder it, Before the build- 


ing 
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ing of this Chappel, they liv'd in a little Hoſpital 
| that the Biſhop had order'd to be built for em; 
| and ſome of em continue there ſtill. The fourth 
| Church is that of the U7/elines, which has been 
| burn'd down two or three times, and ſtill rebuilt to 
| the Advantage. The fifth is that of the Hoſpital- 
N Order, who take a particular Care of the Sick, 
tho' themſelves are poor, and but ill lodg' d. 5 
: The Soveraign Council is held at Que- 
= ng Ex- bec. It conſiſts of twelve Counſellors of 
Table. * Capa y de ſpada, who are the ſupream 
Judicature, and decide all Cauſes with- 
out Appeal. The Intendant claims a Right of be- 
ing Preſident to the Council; but in the Juſtice- 
Hall the Governour-General places himſelf ſo as to 
face him, the Judges being ſet on both ſides of them; 
ſo that one would think they are both Preſidents. 
While Monſicur de Frontenac was in Canada, he laugh'd 
at the pretended Precedency of the Intendants; 
nay he uſed the Members of that Aſſembly as 
roughly as Cromwell did the Parliament of Eng- 
land. At this Court every one pleads his own Cauſe, 
for Sollicitors or Barriſters never appear there; by 
which means it comes to pals, that Law-Suits are 
quickly brought to a Period, without demanding 
Court Fees or any other Charges from the contend- 
ing Parties. The Judges, who have but four hun- 
dred Livers a Year from the King, have a Diſpen- 
ſation of not wearing the Robe and the Cap. Be- 
ſides this Tribunal, we have in this Country a Lieu- 
tenant-General, both Civil and Military, an Attor- 
ney-General, the Great Provoſt, and a Chief Juſtice 
Eyre. . -- 

The way of travelling in the Winter, whether 
in Town or Country, is that of Sledges drawn by 
Horſes 5 who are ſo inſenſible of the Cold, that 
I have ſeen fifty or ſixty of em in Fanuary and Ft.- 
bruary ſtand in the Snow up to their Breaſt, in the f? 


midſt 
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to North-America. 15 
midſt of a Wood, without ever offering to go near 
their Owner's Houſe. In the Winter-time they 
travel from Quebec to Monreal upon the Ice, the 
River being then frozen over; and upon that oc- 
caſion theſe Sledges will run you. fifteen Leagues a 
day. Others have their Sledges drawn by two Ma- 
ſtiff Dogs, but then they are longer by the way. 
As for their way of travelling in Summer, I ſhall 
tranſmit you an Account of it, when I come to 
be better inform'd. I am told that the People of 
this Country will go a thouſand Leagues in Ca- 
nows of Bark ; a Deſcription of which you may 
expect, as ſoon as I have made uſe of em. The 
Eaſterly Winds prevail here commonly in the Spring 
and Autumn; and the Weſterly have the Aſcen- 


dant in Winter and Summer. Adieu Sir: I muſt 


now make an end of my Letter, for my Matter be- 
gins to run ſhort. All I can fay, is, that as ſoon 
as J am better inſtructed in what relates to the Com- 
merce , and the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Govern- 
ment of the Country, I'll tranſmit you ſuch ex- 
act Memoirs of the ſame, as ſhall give you full 


ſatisfaction. Theſe you may expect with the firſt 


Opportunity; for in all Appearance our Troops 
will return after the Concluſion of the Campaign 
that we are now going to make in the Country of 
the Iroqueſe, under the Command of Monſieur de ia 
Barre. In ſeven or eight Days time I mean to im- 
bark for Monreal; and in the mean time am going 
to make a Progreſs to the Villages of Scilleri, of 
Saut de la Chaudiere, and of Lorete, which are inhabi- 
ted by the Abenakis and the Hurons. Theſe Places are 
not above three or four Leagues off; fo that I may 
return with eaſe next Week. As for the Manners 
of the People, I cannot pretend to deſcribe *em fo 
ſoon ; for a juſt Obſervation and Knowledge of 
theſe things cannot be compaſs'd without time. 
I have been this Winter at hunting with thirty or 


forty 
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forty young Algonkins, who were well made clever 
Fellows. My Deſign in accompanying them, was, to 
learn their Language, which is mightily efteem'd in 
this Country; for all the other Nations for a thou- 
| ſand Miles round (excepting the Iroqueſe and the Hu- 
rons) underſtand it perfectly well; nay, all their 
reſpective Tongues come as near to this, as the Por- 
tugueſe does to the Spaniſh. I have already made my 
ſelf Maſter of ſome Words with a great deal of Fa- 
cility ; and they being mightily pleaſed in ſeeing a 
Stranger ſtudy their Tongue, take all imaginable 
pains to inſtruct me. I am, 


SIR, 
Yours, &c. 


LET IL. Mk M0, 
Dated at Monreal, June 14. 1684. 


Containing a brief Deſcription of the Habitations 
of the Savages in the Neighbourhood of Que- 
bec; Of the River of St. Lawrence, G c. as far 
1p as Monreal; Of a curious way of fiſhing Eels; 
and of the Cities of Trois Rivieres and Mon- 


5 real: Together with an Account 
Coureurs de of the Conduct of the Forreſt 


Bois. See the Ex- 
olicazion Table. Ranger Ss or P edlers. 
_ == 
DEfore my Departure from Quebic) J viſited the 
adjacent Villages inhabited by the Savages. The 
Village of Lorete is peopled by two hundred * 
milies 
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milies of Hurons, who were converted to Chriſtia- 
nity by the Jeſuits, though with a great deal of 
Reluctancy. The Villages of Silleri, and of Saut de 
la Chaudiere, are compos'd of three hundred Fami- 
lies of Abenakzs, who are likewiſe Chtfiſtians, and 
among whom the Jeſuits have ſetled Miſſionaries. 
I return'd to Quebec time enough, and imbarqued 
under the conduct of-a Maſter, that would rather 
have had a Lading of Goods, than of Soldiers. The 
North-EaſtWinds wafted us in five or ſix days to Trois 
Rivieres, which is the name of a ſmall City, ſeated at 
the diſtance of thirty Leagues from hence. That City 
derives its name from three Rivers, that ſpring from 
one Channel, and after continuing their diviſion for 
ſome ſpace re-unite into a joynt Stream, that falls in- 
to the River of St. Laurence, about half a quarter of a 
League below the Town. Had we fail'd all Night, the 
Tides would have carry'd us thither in two days time; 
but in regard that the River is full of Rocks and 
Shelves, we durſt not venture upon it in the dark; fog 
we came to an Anchor every Night, which did not at 
all diſpleaſe me; for in the courſe of thirty Leagues, 
( notwithſtanding the darkneſs of the Night) it 
gave me an opportunity of viewing an infinite 


; | number of Habitations on each ſide of the River, 
which are not above a Musket-Shot diſtant one from 


another. The Inhabitants that are fetled between 


Quebec and fifteen Leagues higher, diverted me ve- 


ry agreeably with the fiſhing of Eels. At low wa- 
ter they ſtretch out Hurdles to the loweſt Water- 
Mark; and that fpace of ground being then dry 
by the retreat of the Water, is cover'd over, and 
ſhut up by the Hurdles. Between the Hurdles they 
place at certain diſtances Inſtruments call'd Raches,g 
from the reſemblance they bear to a Bee- hive 5 be- 


fides Baskets and little Nets belag'd upon a Pole, 


which they call Bouteux, and Bouts de Quievret. Then 
they let all ſtand in this faſhion for three Months in 
2 | ths 
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the Spring, and twoin the Autumn. Now as of- 
ten as the Tide comes in, the Eels looking out for 
ſhallow places, and making towards the Shoar, 
croud in among the Hurdles, which hinder em af- 
terwards to retire with the Ebb-water ; upon that 
they are forc'd to bury themſelves in the abovemen- 
tioned Ingines, which are ſometimes ſo over-cram'd, 
that they break. When 'tis low water, the Inha- 
bicants take out theſe Eels, which are certainly the 
biggeſt, and the longeſt in the World. They falt 
them up in Barrels, where they'll keep a whole year 
without ſpoiling : And indeed they give an admira- 
ble reliſh in all Sauces ; nay, there's nothing that 
the Council of Quebec defires more, than that this 
| Fiſhery ſhould be equally plentiful in all years. 
Trois Rivieres is a little palery Town, ſeated in 
the Latitude of forty, Degrees367tis not fortified 
ither with Stone, fo Pales. The River to which 
it owes its name, takes its riſe an hundred Leagues 
to the North-Weſt, from the greateſt ridge of 
Mountains in the Univerſe. The Algonkins who are 
at preſent an Erratick fort of Savages, and, like the 
| Arabs, have no ſetled Abode ; that. People, I fay, | 
feldom ſtraggle far from the banks of this River, 
upon which they have excellent Beaver-hunting. In |: 
former times the Iroqueſe cut off three fourths of that 
Nation; but they have not dar'd to renew their In- 
curſions, ſince the French have Peopled the Coun- 
tries that lie higher up upon the River of St. Lau- 
rence. | call'd Trois Rivieres a little Town, with refe- 
rence to the paucity of the Inhabitants ; though at 
he fame time they are very rich, and live in ſtately 2 
Houſes. The King has made it the Reſidence of | 
a Governor, who would die for Hunger, if he 
did not trade with the Natives for Beavers, when 
his ſmall allowance is out: Beſides, a Man that 
would live there, muſt be of the like temper with 
2 Dog, or at leaſt he muſt take pleaſure in ſcratch- 
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to North-America, ig 
ing his Skin, for the Flea's are there more nume- 
rous than the grains of Sand. Tam inform'd, that 
the Natives of this place make the beſt Soldiers in 
the Country. | 
Three Leagues higher ws enter'd St. Peter's Lake, 
which is ſix Leagues long, and had difficulty enough 
in croſſing it; for the frequent Calms oblig'd us ro 
caſt Anchor feveral times. It receives three or 
four Rivers that abound with Fiſh; upon the 
Mouth of which, I deſcry'd with my Teleſcope 
very fine Houſes. Towards the Evening we fail'd 
out of that Lake with a freſh Eaſterly Gale; and 
though we hoiſted up all our Sails, the Current run 
fo ſtrong againſt us, that twas three hours before 
we couid make Sorel, which was two ſmall Leagues 
off. Sorel is a Canton of four Leagues in front, 
in the neighbourhood of which, a certain River 
conveys the waters of Champlain Lake, to the Ri- 
ver of St. Laurence, after having form'd a Water-fall 
of two Leagues at Chambli. Though we reckon but 
eight Leagues from Sorel to Monreal, yet we ſpent, 
three days in failing between *em ; by reaſon partly 
of ſlack Winds, and partly of the ſtrength of the 
Currents. In this courſe we faw nothing but I. 
ſlands; and both fides of the River all along from 
Quebec to this place, are ſo repleniſh'd with Inhabi- 
tants, that one may juſtly call em two continued 
Villages of ſixty Leagues in length. ER + 
This place, which goes by the name of Villemarie, 
or Monreal, lies in the Latitude of forty five De- 
grees, and ſome Minutes; being feated in an Ifland 
of the ſame name, which ts about five Leagues broad, 
and fourteen Leagues long. The Directors of the. 
Seminary of St. Sulpitius at Parz, are the Proprietors o 
the Iſland, and have the nomination of a Bailiff, and 
ſeveral other Magiſtrates ; nay, in former times they 
had the priviledge of nominating a Governor. This 
Intle Town hits all open without any Fortification 
S 4 Either 
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either of Stone or Wood : But its ſituation is fo ad- 
vantageous, notwithſtanding that it ſtands upon an 
uneven and ſandy Ground, that it might eaſily be 
made an impregnable Poſt. The River of St. Lau- 
rence Which runs juſt by the Houſes, on one ſide 
of this Town, is not Navigable further, by reaſon 
of its rapidity ; for about half a quarter of a 
League higher, tis full of rapid falls, Eddy's, &c. 
Mr. Perot the Governor of the Town, who has 
but a thouſand Crowns a year Sallary ; has made 
ſnift to get fifty thouſand in a few years, by tra- 
dingy with the Savages in Skins and Furs. The 


Bailiff of the Town gets but little by his place, 


no more than his Officers: So that the Mer- 


chants are the only Perſons that make Money here; 


for the Savages that frequent the great Lakes of 
Canada, come down hither almoſt every year with 
a prodigious quantity of Beavers-Skins, to be giv- 
en in exchange for Arms, Kettles, Axes, Knives, 
and a thouſand ſuch things, upon which the Mer- 
chants clear two hundred per Cent. Commonly the 
Governor General comes hither about the time of 
their coming down, in order to ſhare the profit, 
and receive Preſents from that People. The Ped- 


lers call'd Coureurs de Bou, export from hence every 
year ſeveral Canows full of Merchandiſe, which 


they diſpoſe of among all the Savage Nations of 
the Continent, by way of exchange for Beaver- 
Skins. Seven or eight days ago, I ſaw twenty five 


er thirty of theſe Canows return with heavy Car- 


goes; each Canow was manag'd by two or three 
Men, and carry'd twenty hundred weight, 5. e. for- 
ty packs of Beaver Skins, which are worth an hun- 
dred Crowns a piece. Theſe Canows hid been' a 
year and eighth Months out. You would be a- 
maz'd if you faw how lewd theſe Pedlers are when 
they return; how they Feaſt and Game, and how 
prodigal they are, not only in their Cloaths, but 

upon 
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upon Women. Such of em as are married, have 
the wiſdom to retire to their own Houſes; but the 
Batchelors act juſt as our Eaf-1dia-Men, and Pi- 


rates are wont to do; for they Laviſh, Eat, Drink, 


and Play all away as long as the Goods hold out; 
and when theſe are gone, they een ſell their Em- 
broidery, their Lace, and their Cloaths. This done, 


they are forc'd to go upon a new Voyage for Sub- 
ſiſtance. 6 


The Directors of the Seminary of St. Sulpitius, 


take care to ſend Miſſionaries hither from time to 


time, who live under the direction of a Superiour, 
that is very much reſpected in the Country. They 
have Apartments allotted for em in a ſtately, great, 
and pleaſant Houſe, built of Free- ſtone. This 
Haus is built after the Model of that of St. Sul- 
pice at Pars; and the Altar ſtands by it (elf, juſt 
like that at Pars. Their Seignories or Cantons that 
lye on the South- ſide of the Iſland, produce a con- 
ſiderable Revenue; for the Plantations are good, 
and the Inhabitants are rich in Corn, Cattle, Fowl, 
and a thouſand other Commodities, for which they 
find a Mercat in the City: But the North part of 
the Iſland lies waſte. Theſe Directors would ne- 
ver ſuffer the Jeſuits or Recollects to diſplay their 
Banners here; though *cis conjectur'd, that at the 
long run they'll be forc'd to conſent to it. At the 
diſtance of a League from the Town, I ſaw at the 
foot of a Mountain, a Plantation of Troqueſe Chri- 
ſtians, who are inſtructed by two Prieſts of the Or- 
der of Sulpitius; and I'm inform'd of a larger and 
more populous Plantation on tother fide of the Ri- 
ver, at the diſtance of two Leagues from hence, 
which is took care of by Father Bruyas the Jeſuit, 
I hope to ſet out from hence, as ſoon as Mr. de la 
Barre receives advice from France ; for he defigns to 
leave Quebec upon the arrival of the firſt Sp. I 
reſolve to go to Fort Fentenæ, upon the Lake that 
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goes by the ſame name. If I may credit thoſe who 
have been formerly in Action againſt the Iroqueſe, 
I ſhall be able upon my return from this Campaign, 
to inform you of ſome things that will ſeem as 
ſtrange to you, as they will be diſagreeable to my* 
_——= 


* 


SIR, 


Yours, &c. 


I. ET T 
Dated at Monreal June 18. 1684. 


In which is contain d a ſhort account of the Iro- 
queſe, with a view of the War and Peace they 
made with the French, and of the means by 


which it was brought about. 


S I R, 


1 wrote to you but four days ago, and did not think 
J to have heard from you ſo ſoon; but this Morn- 
ing I met with a very agreeable Surpriſal, in receiv- 
ing a Packet addreſs'd to me by your Brother. You 
may be ſure I was infinitely well pleas'd, in being 
given to underſtand what has paſs'd in Europe ſince l 
lefe it. The knowledge of the Aﬀairs of Europe is 
comfortable to one that's doom'd to another World, 
ſuch as this is, and I cannot but acknowledge my 
ſelf infinitely indebted to you, for the exactneſs of 
your Intelligence. In as much as you require of 
me an account of the Troqueſe, and would have me 
to preſent you with a juſt view of their Temper 
and Government; I would willingly ſatisfie and 
pblige you in that, or any other point: But in re- 


gard 
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gard that I am oblig'd to ſet out for Fort Frontenac 
the day after to morrow, I have not time to in- 
form my ſelf of things, or to conſult thoſe who 
have been in the Country before: So that all I can 
do at preſent, is only to acquaint you with what I 


have learn'd this Winter, from Perſons that have 


ſojourn'd twenty years among em. As ſoon as I 


have an opportunity of inlarging my knowledge 


upon that Head, by a more immediate converſation 
with themſelves, you may aſſure your ſelf that I'll 
impart it to you. In the mean time, be pleas'd to 


accept of what follows. 


Theſe Barbarians are drawn up in five Cantons, 
not unlike thoſe of the Swiſſes. Tho" theſe Can- 
tons are allof one Nation, and united in one joynt 
intereſt, yet they go by different names, wiz. the 
Tjonontouans, the Goyogoans, the Onnotagags, the Onoy- 
outs, and the Agnies. Their Language is almoſt the 
ſame ; and the five Villages or Plantations in which 
they live, lie at the diſtance of thirty Leagues one 
from another, being all ſeated near the South fide 
of the Lake of Ontario, or of Frontenac, Every year 
the five Cantons ſend Deputies to aſſiſt at the Uni- 
on Feaſt, and to ſmoak in the great Calumet, or Pipe 


of the five Nations. Each Village or Canton con- 


rains about fourteen thouſand Souls, i. e. 1500 that 


bear Arms, 2000 Superannuated Men, 4000 Wo- 


men, 2000 Maids, and 4000 Children: Tho' indeed 
ſome will tell you, that each Village has not above 
10000 or 1100 Souls. There has been an Alliance 
of long ſtanding between theſe Nations and the 
Engliſh, and by trading in Furrs to New-York, they 
are ſupply d by the Ergliſh with Arms, Ammuniti- 
on, and all other Neceſſaries, at a cheaper rate than 
the French can afford 'em at. They have no other 
conſideration for England or France, than what de- 


pends upon the occaſion they have for the Commo- 


giries of theſe two Nations; though after all they 
4 give 


24 Some New Voyages 
give an over-purchaſe; for they pay for them four 

times more than they are worth. They laugh at 
the Menaces of our Kings and Governors, for they 
have no notion of dependance, nay, the very word 
js to them inſupportable. They look upon them- 
ſelves as Soveraigns, accountable to none but God 
alone, whom they call The Great Spirit. They wa- 
ged War with us almoſt always, from the firſt ſet- 
tlement of our Colonies in Canada, to the firſt years 
of the Count of Frontenacs Government. Meſſreurs 
de Courſelles, and de Traci, both of *em Governors- 
General, made Head againſt the Agniès upon the 
Champlain Lake, in Winter as well as in Sum- 
mer; but they could not boaſt of any great Suc- 
ceſs. They only burnt their Villages, and carry'd 
off ſome hundred of their Children, of whom the 
above-mention'd Troqueſe Chriſtians are ſprung. Tis 
true, they cut off ninety or an hundred Warriours ; 
but in compenſation for that, ſeveral Canadans, and 
ſeveral Soldiers of the Regiment of Carignan, being 
unprovided againſt the unſufferable cold of the Cli- 
mate, loſt their Limbs, and eyen their Life it elf. 
Count Frontenac who ſucceeded Mr. Courſelle, per- 
ceiving that the Barbarians had the advantage of the 
Europeans, as to the waging of War in that Coun- 
try; upon this apprehenſion, I ſay, he declin'd ſuch 
fruitleſs Expedictons, which were very chargeable to 
the King, and us'd all his efforts to diſpoſe the Sa- 
vages to a ſincere and laſting Peace. This judici- 
ous Governor had three things in view; The firſt 
was to incourage the greateſt part of the French In- 
habitants, who would have abdicated the Colony, 
and return'd to France, if the War had continued. 
His ſecond Topick was, that the concluſion of a 
eace would diſpoſe an infinity of People to mar- 

ry, and to grub up the Trees, upon which the Co- 
lony would be better Peopled and inlarg'd. The 
third Argument that diffuaded him from carrying 
ON 
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on the War, was a deſign of purſuing the diſcove- 
ry of the Lakes, and of the Savages that live upon 
their banks, in order to ſettle a Commerce with 
*em, and at the ſame time to ingage them in our 
intereſts, by good Alliances, in caſe of a Rupture 
with the Iroqueſe. Upon the conſideration of theſe 
Reaſons, he ſent ſome Canadans by way of a for- 
mal Embaſly to the Troqueſe Villages, in order to 
acquaint them, that the King being inform'd that a 
groundleſs War was carried on againſt them, had 
ſent him from France to make peace with em. At 
the ſame time the Ambaſſadors had! orders to ſtipu- 


late all the advantages they could obtain with refe- 


rence to the Commerce. The Iroqueſe heard this 
Propoſal with a great deal of Satisfaction; for 
Charles II. King of England, had order'd his Gover- 
nor in New-York to repreſent to em, that if they 
continu'd to wage War with the French, they were 
ruin'd, and that they would find themſelves cruſh'd 
by the numerous Forces that were ready to fail 
from France. In effect, they promis'd to the Am- 
baſſadors that four hundred of their number ſhould 
meet Count Frontenac, attended by an equal number 
of his Men, at the place where Fort Frontenac now 
ſtands. Accordingly, ſome Months after, both the 
one and the other met at the place appointed, and 
ſo a Peace was concluded. Mr. de la Salle was very 
ſerviceable to this Governor, in giving him good 
and ſeaſonable Advices, which I cannot now enter 
upon, being oblig'd to make ſome preparations for 
my Voyage. When the Campaign is over, you 
may expect to hear from me. In the mean time, 


J am, 
SIR, 


Yours, &c. 
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| Dated at Monreal Fune 20. 1684. 


Being an ample Deſcription of the Canows made 
of Birch-bark, in which the Canadans per- 
form all their Voyages; with an account of 
the manner in which they are made and ma- 
nag d. 5 

S178, TE: 

1 thought to have ſet out as this day; but in regard 

1 that our Complement of great Canows is not 

yet brought up, our Voyage is put off for two 

days. Having ſo much leiſure time upon my Hands, I 

have a mind to imploy it in preſenting you with a 

ſhore view of theſe ſlender Contrivances in which 

the Canadans perform all their Voyages: And this 
will fyrniſh you with an Idæa of the Voiture of this 

Country. I ſaw but now above an hundred Ca- 

nows, ſome great and ſome little; but conſidering 

that the former are only proper for Martial Expedi- 
tions, and long Voyages, I ſhall confine my Deſ- 
cription to that ſort. Even the great ones are of 
different ſizes ; for they run from ten to twenty 
eight Foot long. Indeed the leaſt of all hold but 
two Perſons ſet upon their Breech, as in à Coffin; 

and are apt to over. ſet, if the Paſſengers move t 

one ſide or tother: But thoſe of a larger ſize will 

eaſily afford ſtowage for fourteen Perſons; tho' they 
are commonly mann'd only with three Men, when 
they are imployd in tranſporting Proviſions and 

Merchandize; and even then they'll carry twenty 

hundred weight. The largeſt fort are ſafe and 
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ſteddy, when they are made of the Bark of the 
Birch-tree, which comes off with hot Water in the 
Winter time. The greateſt Trees afford the beſt 
Barks for Canows ; but oftentimes the Bark of one 
Tree is not ſufficient» The bottom of the Boat is 
all of one piece, to which the ſides are fo artfully 
ſew'd by the Savages, that the whole Boat appears 
as one continu'd Bark. They are trimm'd and 
 ſtrengthn'd with wicker Wreaths, and ribs of Cedar- 
Wood, which are almoſt as light as Cork; the 
Wreaths are as thick as a Crown-piece ; but the 
Bark has the thickneſs of two Crowns, and the 
Ribs are as thick as three. On the two ſides of the 
Boat, there runs from one end to the other two 
principal Head-bars, in which the ends of the Ribs 
are inchas'd, and in which the Spars are made faſt, 
that run a- croſs the Boat and keep it compact. Theſe 
Boats have twenty Inches in depth, that is, from 
the upper edge to the Platform of the Ribs; their 
length extends to twenty eight Foot, and the width 
at the middle Rib is computed to be four Foot and 
a half. They are very convenient upon the ac- 
count of their extream lightneſs, and the drawing 
of very little Water; but at the ſame time their brit- 
tle and tender Fabrick, is an Argument of an e- 
quivalent inconveniency; for if they do but touch 
or grate upon Stone or Sand, the cracks of the Bark 
fly open, upon which the Water gets in, and ſpoils 
the Proviſions and Merchandize: Every day there 
is ſome new chink or ſeam to be gumm'd over. At 
Night they are always unloaded, and carried on ſhoar 
where they are made faſt with Pegs, leſt the Wind 
{ſhould blow em away: For they are fo light, that two 
Men carry em upon their ſhoulders with eaſe. This 
conveniency of lightneſs and eaſie carriage, renders 
em very ſerviceable in the Rivers of Canada, which 


are full of Cataracts, Water-falls, and Currents: 


For in theſe Rivers we are oblig'd either to tranſport 
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em over- land where ſuch obſtructions happen, or 
elſe to tow em along where the Current is not over. 
rapid, and the ſhoar is acceſſible. Thefe Boats are 
of no uſe for the Navigation of Lakes; for the 
Waves would ſwallow em up, if they could not 
reach theſhoar when a wind ariſes. *Tis true, the 
Inhabitants venture-in *em for four or five Leagues, 
from one Iſland to another; but then tis always in 
calm Weather, and nothing is made uſe of but Oars ; 
for beſides the riſque of being over- ſet, the Goods 
are in danger of being dammag'd by the Water, eſ- 
pecially the Furs which are the moſt valuable part 
of the Cargoe. When the ſeaſon ſerves, they carry 
little Sails ; but if the Wind be but a little brisk, 
tho' they run right afore it, tis impoſſible to make 
any uſe of it without running the riſque of Ship- 
wrack. If their courſe lies directly South, they 
cannot put up ſail without the wind ſtands at one 
of the eight points, between North-Weſt and North- 
Eaſt; and if a wind happens to ſpring any where 


elſe, ( unleſs it comes from the Land which they 


coaſt along ) they are oblig'd to put in to the ſhoar 
with all poflible expedition, and unload the Boat 
out of hand, till ſuch time as a calm returns. 

As for the working of theſe Boats, the Canow- 
Men ply ſometimes on their Knees, namely, when 
they run down the ſmall Water-falls; ſometimes 
ſtanding , when they ſtem a Current by ſetting 
the Boat along with Poles ; and ſometimes fitting, 
viz. in ſmooth and ſtagnating water. The Oars 
they make uſe of are made of Maple-wood, and 
their form is repreſented in the annex'd Cutt. 
The Blade of the Oar is twenty Inches long, fix 
Inches broad, and four Lines thick : The Handle is 
about three Foot long, and as big as a Pigeons Egg. 
When they have occaſion to run up againſt rapid 
Currents, they make uſe of Poles made of Pine- 
wood; and the ſetting of the Boat along with theſe, 
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neither Stern nor Prow, for they run to a point at 
both ends: Neither have they Keels, Nails or Pegs, 
in the whole Structure. The Steerſman, or he who 
Conns the Boat, rows without interruption as well 
as the reſt. The common purchaſe of ſuch a Boat 
is eighty Crowns; but it do's not laſt above five 
or ſix years. | 
This day I have receiv'd advice, that Mr. de la 
Barre has rais d the Militia in the neighbourhood of 
Quebec, and that the Governor of this Iſland has re- 
ceiv'd orders to have that of the adjacent Cantons in 
readineſs to march. I am, , 
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LETTER VI. 


Dated at Monreal Novemb. 2. 1684. 


Deſcribing the Courſe of the River of St.Laurence, 
from Monreal to the firſt great Lake of Cana- 
b da; with the Water. falls, Cataracts, and Navi- 
4 gation of that River : As alſo Fort Frontenac, 


gether with a Circumſtantial account of the 
Expedition of Mr. de la Barre, the Governor- 
General againſt the Troqueſe ; the Speeches he 
made, the Replies he receiv'd, and the final 
Accommodation of the difference. 


8 | | 
18 God I have finiſh'd this Campaign, and 
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3 preſent you with the Hiſtory of our Campaign, be 
| pleas d 


is what they call Piquer de fond. The Canows have 


and the Advantages that accrue from it, To- 


am now return'd in ſafety to this place. To 
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pleas'd to know that in to or three days after the 
date of my laſt, I imbarqu'd on board of a Ca: 
now that was work'd by three expert Canow-Men. 


Every Canow contain'd two Soldiers; and we all 
row'd up againſt the Current of the River till we 


_ arriv'd at Saut de St. Louis, about three Leagues a- 


bove this Town, which is a little Water-fall, but 
ſo rapid, that our Watermen were forc'd to ſtand 
in the water up to their Middle, in order to drag 
the Canows againſt the Stream for half a quarter 
of a League. Wereimbarqu'd above this Paſs, and 
row'd about twelve Leagues up the River, and thro' 
the Lake of St. Loui, till we arriv'd at a place call'd 
the Caſcades, where we were forc'd to turn out and 
carry our Boats and Baggage over-land, about half 
a quarter of a League. Tis true, we might have 
tow'd our Boats againſt the Stream in this place 
with ſome labour; but there was a Cataract a little 
above it, which they call le Cataracte du Trou. I had 
taken up a notion that the only difficulty of ſail- 
ing up the River, conſiſted in the trouble of Land- 
carriage; but when I came to be a Spectator of 


the matter, I found that the ſtemming of che Cur- 


rents whether in towing of the Canows, or in ſet- 
ting them along with Poles, was equally laborious. 
About five or ſix Leagues higher we came to the 
Water-falls call'd Sauts des Cedres, and du Buiſſon, 
where we were forc'd to tranſport our Boats tive 
hundred paces over Land. Some Leagues above 
that, we enter'd the Lake of St. Francis, which is 
faid to be twenty Leagues in Circumference; and 
having croſs'd it, met with as ſtrong Currents as 
before, particularly at a fall call'd Long Saut, where 
we had recourſe to Land. carriage for half a League. 
Then we were forc'd to drag up the Boats againſt the 


rapid Stream; and after a great deal of fatigue came 


at laſt to a Paſs call'd Ia Galete, from whence we had 
but twenty Leagues failing, co Fort Frontenac, This 


Paſs 
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to North America. " "mv 
Paſs was the laſt difficulty we had to ſurmount; for 
above it the water was as ſtill as that of a Pool, and 
chen our Watermen ply'd with their Oars in ftead 
of Poles. 

The Maringouins, which we call Midges, are un- 
ſufferably troubleſom in all the Countries of Cana- 
da. We were haunted with ſuch clouds of em, that 
we thought to be eat up; and ſmoaking being the 
only Artifice that could keep em off, the Remedy 
was worſe than the Difeaſe : In the Night- time the 
People ſhelter themſelves from *em in Bowers or 
Arbours, made after the following manner. They 
drive into the Ground Stakes or little branches of 
Trees, at a certain diſtance one from another, fo as 
to form a ſemicircular Figure; in which they put a 


Quilt and Bedcloaths, covering it above with a large 


Sheet that falls down to the Ground on all fides, and 
ſo hinders the Inſects to enter. 


We landed at Fort Frontenac after twenty days 


ſailing ; and immediately upon our arrival, Mr. 
Duta our Commander in chief, view'd the Fortifi- 
cations of the place, and three large Barques that 
lay at Anchor in the Port. We repair'd the Forti- 
fications in a very little time, and fitted up the three 
Barques. This Fort was a Square, conſiſting of large 
Curtains flanked with four little Baſtions ; theſe 
Flanks had but two Battlements, and the Walls were 
fo low, that one might eaſily climb upon 'em with- 
out a Ladder. After Mr. de la Salle concluded the 
Peace with the Iroqueſe, the King beſtow'd upon him 
and his Heirs the property of this place; but he 
was fo negligent, that inſtead of enriching himſelf 
by the Commerce ic might have afforded, he was 


conſiderably out of pocket upon it. To my mind 


this Fort is ſituated very advantageouſly for a Trade 
with the five Iroqueſe Nations: For their Villages lye 
in the Neighbourhood of the Lake, upon which 
they may tranſport their Furs in Canows with N 
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32 Some New Voyages 
eaſe, than they can carry em over-land to New- 
York, In time of War J take it to be indefenſible; 
for the Cataracts and Currents of the River are ſuch, 
that fifty Iroqueſe may there ſtop five hundred French, 
without any other Arms but Stones. . Do but con- 
ſider, Sir , that for twenty Leagues together the 
River is ſo rapid, that we dare not ſet the Canow 
four paces off the ſhoar ; Beſides, Canada being no- 
thing but a Forreſt, as I intimated above, tis im- 
poflible to travel there without falling every foot 


into Ambuſcades, eſpecially upon the banks of this 
River, which are lin'd with thick Woods, that ren- 
der em inacceſſible. None but the Savages can skip 


from Rock to Rock, and ſcour thro' the Thickets, as 
if *ewere an open Field. If we were capable of 
ſuch Adventures, we might march five or fix hun- 
dred Men by Land to guard the Canows that carry 
the Proviſions ; but at the ſame time tis to be con- 
ſider'd, that before they arriv'd at the Fort, they 
would conſume more Proviſions than the Canows 
can carry; Not to mention that the Iroqueſe would 
ſtill out- number em. As to the particulars relating 
to the Fort, I ſhall take notice of em when I come 
to give a general deſcription of New. France. 
While we continued at Fort Frontenac, the Iroqueſe 
who live at Ganeouſſe and Quente, at the diſtance of 
| feven er eight Leagues from thence, threw in upon 


us Harts, Roe-bucks, Turkeys and Fiſh; in ex- 


change for Needles, Knives, Powder and Ball. To- 


wards the end of Auguſt Mr. de la Barre joyn'd us; 


but he was dangerouſly ill of a Feaver , which 
rag d in like manner among moſt of his Milicia ; 
ſo that only our three Companies were free 
from Sickneſs. This Feaver was of the intermit- 
ting kind; and the convulſive Motions, Tremblings, 
and frequency of the Pulſe that attended the cold 
Fit, were ſo violent, that moſt of our ſick Men 
dy'd in the ſecond or thiud Fit. Their Blood was 
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df a blackiſh brown colour, and tainted with a ſore 
of yellowiſh Serum, not unlike Ps or corrupt Mat- 
ter. Mr. dela Barre's Phyſician, who in my opinion 
knew as little of the true cauſes of Feavers as Hip- 
pocrates or Galen, and a hundred thouſand beſides ; 
this mighty Phyſician, 1 ſay, . pretending to trace 


the cauſe of the Feaver I now ſpeak of, imputed 


it to the unfavourable qualities of the Air and the 
Aliment. His plea was, that the exceſſire heat of 
the ſeaſon, put the Vapours or Exhalations into an 
over-rapid Motion\; that the Air was fo over-ra- 
rify'd, that we did Not ſuck in a ſufficient quantity 


of it; that the ſmalNquantity we did receive was 


loaded with Inſects and impure Corpuſculum's , 
which the fatal neceſſity of Reſpiration oblig'd us 
to ſwallow; and that by this means nature was 
put into diſorder : He added, that the uſe of Bran- 
dy and ſalt Meat ſower'd the Blood, that this ſower- 
neſs occaſion d a fort of Coagulation of the Chyle 
and Blood, that the Coagulation hindred it to cir- 
culate thro? the Heart with a due degree of Cele- 
rity ; and that thereupon there inſued an extraordi- 
nary Fermentation, which is nothing elſe but a 
Feaver. But after all, co my. mind this Gentleman's 
Syſteme was too much upon the Iroqueſe ſtrain ; for 
at that rate the Diftemper mult have ſeiz d all with- 
out diſtinction, whereas neither our Soldiers nor the 
ſeaſon d Canadans were troubled with it; for it 
raged only among the Militia, who being unac- 
quainted with the way of ſetting the Boats with 
Poles, were forc'd at every turn to get into the water 
and drag em up againſt the rapid Stream: Now, the 
waters of that Country being naturally cold, and 
the heat being exceſſive, the N might thereup- 
on freeze by way of Antiperiſtaſis, and ſo occaſion 
the Feaver I ſpeak of, — to the common Max- 
im, Omnis repentina mutatio eſt periculoſa, i. e. All ſud- 
den changes are of dangerous Conſequence. 
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As ſoon as Mr. de la Barre recover'd, he imbarqu d 
in order to continue his march; tho he might have 
eaſily known, that after halting fourteen or fifteen 
days at that Fort, when the feafon was ſo far ad- 
vanc'd, he could not pretend to compaſs the end 
of his Expedition. We row'd Night and Day the 
Weather being very calm, and in five or fix days 
came before the River of Famine, where we were 
forc'd to putin upon the apprehenfion of a Storm. 
Here we met with a Canow that Mr. Dulbut had 
ſent from Miſilimakinac, with advice, that purſuant 
to orders he had ingag d the Hurons, Outacua's, 
and ſome other People, to joyn his Army; in 
which he had above two hundred 

*SeeCoureurs brave * Foreſt Rangers. Theſe News 
de Bois in e were very acceptable to Mr. de la 
6 Barre ; but at the ſame time he was ve- 

ry much perplexed ; for I'm perſwaded he repented 
oftner than once, of his entring upon an Expedi- 
tion that he forefaw would prove Succeſsleſs; and 
to aggravate the danger of his Enterpriſe, the Iro- 
queſe had at that time an opportunity to fall upon 
us. In fine, after a mature conſideration of the 
Conſequences, and of the Difficulties that ſtood in 
the way, he ſent back the Canow to Mr. Dulbut, 
with orders to diſmiſs the Foreſt Rangers and Sava- 
ges immediately, where-ever he was, and by all 
means to avoid the approaching to his Troops. By 
good luck Mr. Dulbut had not yet reach'd Niagara, 
when he receiv'd theſe Orders; with which the Sa- 
vages that accompany'd him were fo diſſatisfied, 


that they threw out all manner of Invectives againſt 
the French Nation. 


As ſoon as Mr. de Ia Barre had diſpatch'd this Ca- |. 


now, he ſent Mr. le Moine to the Village of the 
Onnontagues, which lay about eighteen Leagues up 
the River. This Mr. Je Moine was a Gentleman of 
Normandy, and highly eſteem'd by the lroqueſe, who 
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to North-America. 25 
eall'd him Akoueſſan, 1. e. the Partridge. His Orders 
were, to indeavour by all means to bring along with 
him ſome of the old ſtanders of that Nation; 
and accordingly he return'd in a few days, accom- 
pany'd with one of their moſt conſiderable Gran- 
dees, who had a Train of thirty young Warriours, 
and was diſtinguiſh'd by the Title of che Grangula. 
As ſoon as he debarqued, Mr. de la Barre (ent him 
a Preſent of Bread and Wine, and of thirty Sal- 
mon-Ttouts, which they fiſh'd in that place in ſuch 
plenty, that they brought up a hundred at one caſt 
of a Net: At the ſame time he gave the Grandee 
to underſtand, that he congratulated his Arrival, 

,and would be glad to have an Interview with him 
after he had reſted himſelf for ſome days. You 
muſt know that he had us'd the precaution of ſend- 
ing the ſick back to the Colony, that the Iroqueſe 
might not perceive the weaknefs of his Forces; and 
to favour the Stratagem, Mr. le Moine repreſented to 
the Grangula, that the Body of the Army was left 
behind at Fort Frontenac, and that the Troops he 
ſaw inour Camp, were the General's Guards. But 
unhappily one of the Troqueſe that had a ſmattering 
of the French Tongue, having ſtroul'd in the Night- 
time towards our Tents, over-heard what we ſaid, 
and fo reveal'd the Secret. Two days after their 
arrival, the Grangula gave notice to Mr. de la Barre 
that he was ready for an Interview; and according- 
ly an hour being appointed, the whole Company 
appear'd as the figure repreſents it. 8 5 

The Grangula ſat on the Eaſt fide, being plac'd 

at the head of his Men, with his Pipe in his 
Mouth, and the great Calumet of Peace before 
him. He was very attentive to the following Ha- 
rangue, pronounc'd by our Interpreters; which you 
cannot well underſtand, without a previous explica- 
tion of the Calumet, and the Coliers that it menti- 
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The Calumet of Peace is made of certain Stones, 
or of Marble, whether red, black, or white. The 
Pipe or Stalk is four or five foot long ; the body of 
the Calumet is eight Inches long, and the Mouth or 
Head in which the Tobacco is lodg'd, is three In- 
ches in length; its figure approaches to that of a 
Hammer. The red Calumets are moſt eſteem'd. 
The Savages make uſe of *em for Negotiations and 
State Affairs, and eſpecially in Voyages; for when 
they havea Calumet in their hand, they go where 
they will in ſafety. The Calumet is trimm'd with 
yellow, white, and green Feathers, and has the 


lame effect among the Savages, that the Flag of 


friendſhip has amongſt us; for to violate the Rights 
of this venerable Pipe, is among them a flaming 
Crime, that will draw down miſchief upon their 
Nations. As for the Coliers, they are certain ſwathes 
of two or three Foot in length, and ſix Inches in 
breadth ; being deck'd with little Beads made of a 
certain fort of ſhells that they find upon the Sea 
ſhoar, between New-York and Virginia. Theſe Beads 
are round, and as thick as a little Pea; but they 
are twice as long as a grain of Corn: Their colour 
is either blew or white; and they are bor'd thro” 
juſt like Pearl, being run · after the ſame manner 
upon ſtrings that lye ſideways one to another. 
Without the intervention of theſe Coliers, there's no 
buſineſs to be negotiated with the Savages ; for be- 
ing altogether unacquainted with writing , they 
make ufe of them for Contracts and Obligations. 
Sometimes they keep for an Age the Coliers that they 
have receiv'd from their Neighbours ; and in regard 
that every Colier has its peculiar Mark, they learn 
from the old Perſons, the Circumſtances of the time 
and place in which they were deliver'd; but after 
that age is over, they are made uſe of for new 
Treaties. | 
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H4 


Ar. de la Barre's Harangue, was to this purpoſe. 


© The King, my Maſter, being inform'd that the 
five Iroqueſe Nations have for a long time made 
© infrations upon the meaſures of Peace, order'd 


© me to come hither with a Guard, and to ſend 


A ᷑koueſſan to the Canton of the Onnotagues, in order 


to an Interview with their principal Leaders, in 


the Neighbourhood of my Camp. This great 
* Monarch means, that you and I ſhould ſmoak to- 
* gether in the great Calumet of Peace, with the 
* Proviſo, that you ingage in the name of the 


ITlonnontouans, Goyoguane, Onnotagues, Onnoyoutes, and 


* Agnies, to make reparation to his Subjects, and to 


be guilty of nothing for the future, that may oc- 


* caſion a fatal rupture. 
The T/omontouans, Goyogouans, Onnotagues, Onnoy- 
F outes and Apnies, have ſtrip'd, rob'd, and abus'd 


all the Foreſt-Rangers, that travel'd in the way 
of Trade to the Country of the Ilineſe, of the 
Oumamis, and of ſeveral other Nations, who are 
my Maſter's Children. Now this uſage being in 
high violation of the Treaties of Peace concluded 
with my Predeceſſor, I am commanded to de- 
mand Reparation, and at the fame time to de- 
3 © clare, that in cafe of their refuſal to comply with 
3* my demands, or of relapſing into the like Robbe- 
4 © ries, War is poſitively proclaim'd. 


This Colier makes my words good, 
The Warriours of theſe five Nations have intro- 


2* duc'd the Engliſh to the Lakes, belonging to the 
King my Maſter, and into the Country of thoſe 
Nations to whom my Maſter is a Father: This 
they have done with a deſign to ruine the Com- 
Y * merce of his Subjects, and to oblige theſe Nati- 
ons to depart from their due Allegiance; not- 
24 * withſtanding the Remonſtrances of the late Go- 
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* vernor of New-York, who ſaw thro the danger that 
both they and the Eygliſh expos'd themſelves to: 
At preſent I am willing to forget thoſe Actions; 


* bur if ever you be guilty of the like for the future, 
* I have expreſs orders to declare War. 


Ibis Colier warrants my Wards. 


© The ſame Warriours have made ſeveral barba- 
© rous Incurſions upon the Country of the Ilineſe, 
and the Oumams. They have maſſacred Men, 
Women, and Children; they have took, bound, 
and carried off an infinite number of the Natives 
F of thoſe Countries, who thought themſelves ſe- 
cure in their Villages in a time of Peace. Theſe 
people are my Maſter's Children, and therefore 
* muſt hereafier ceaſe to be your Slaves. I charge | 
you to reſtore em to their Liberty, and to ſend 
em home without delay; for if the five Nations 
f refuſe to comply with this, demand, I have expreſs F! 
orders to declare War. 7 8 - | 


This Colier makes my words good. . 


This is all I had to ſay to the Grangula, whom 
*I deſire to report to the five Nations, this De- 
* Claration, that my Maſter commanded me to 
make. He wiſhes they had not obligd him to 

ſend a potent Army to the Fort of 

The French Cataracouy, in order to carry on a 

= vey War that will prove fatal to them: 
And he will be very much troubled, Þ} 

* if it fo falls out, that this Fort which is a work 

* of Peace, muſt be imploy'd for a Priſon to your 

* Militia, Theſe miſchiefs ought to be prevented 

* by mutual endeavours: The French who are the 

© Brethren and Friends of the five Nations, will! 

never difturb their Repoſe; provided they make 

_ f the ſatisfaction I now demand, and prove religi- | 
* pus obſervers of their Treaties, I wiſh my words | | 
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© may produce the deſir d effect; for if they do not, 
„ am oblig'd to joyn the Governor of New-York, 
© who has orders from the King his Maſter, to aſ- 
c fiſt me to burn the five Villages, and cut you off. 


This Colier confirms my word, + 


© While Mr. de Ia Barre's Interpreter pronounc'd 
this Harangue, the Grangula did nothing but look d 
upon the end of his Pipe: After the Speech was 
finiſh'd he roſe, and having took five or ſix turns 
in the Ring that the Fench and the Savages made, 
he return'd to his place, and ſtanding upright 
ſpoke after the following manner to the General, 
who fat in his Chair of State. | 

© * Onnontio, T honour you, and all *ThTitle they 
© the Warriors that accompany me do £/%* 70 1he Gen 
© the ſame: Your Interpreter has made r oy 
£ an end of his Diſcourſe, and now 
I come to begin mine. My Voice glides to your 
© Ear, pray. liſten to my words. | | 

* Onnontio, in ſetting out from Quebec, you muſt 
© needs have fancy'd that the fcorching Beams of 
© the Sun had burnt down the Foreſts which render 
© our Country unacceflible to the French; or elſe 
© that the Inundations of the Lake had ſurrounded 
our Cottages, and confin'd us as Priſoners. This 
certainly was your thought; and it could be no- 


thing elſe but the curioſity of ſeeing a burnt or 


© drown'd Country, that mov'd you to undertake a 
Journey hither. But now you have an opportu- 
© nity of being undeceiv'd, for I and my warlike 
Retinue come to aſſure you, that the Tſononiouans, 
* Goyogonans, Onnoutagues, Onnoyoutes and Agnies, are 
© not yet deſtroy'd. I return you thanks in their 
name, for bringing into their Country the Calu- 
met of Peace, that your Predeceſſor-receiv'd from 
* their hands. At the ſame time I congratulate your 
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* Burying the c * ; 
Are fenifies the bloody Axe, that has been fo of 


. ten dy'd with the blood of the French. 
| I muſt tell you, Onnontio, I am not a- 
* ſleep, my Eyes are open ; and the Sun that vouch- 
© ſafes the light, gives me a clear view of a great 
Captain at the head of a Troop of Soldiers, who 
* ſpeaks as if he were aſleep. He pretends that he 
© do's not approach to this Lake with any other 
view, than to ſmoak with the Onnotagues in the 
great Calumet; but the Grangula knows better 
things, he ſees plainly that the Onnontio mean'd to 
knock 'em on the Head, if the French Arms had 
© not been ſo much weaken'd. | 
© I perceive that the Onnontio raves in a Camp of 
© ſick People, whoſe lives the great Spirit has fav'd 
Aby viſiting them with Infirmities. Do you hear, 
Onnontio, our Women had took up their Clubbs ; 
and the Children and the old Men, had viſited 
* your Camp with their Bows and Arrows, if our 
© Warlike Men had not ſtop'd and diſarm'd 'em, 
© when A koueſſan your Ambaſſadour appear'd before 
© my Village. But I have done, I'll talk no more 
© of that. „„ | 3 
Adu muſt know, Onnontio, we have robb'd no 
French. Men, but thoſe who ſupply'd the Ilineſe and 
the Oumamis (our Enemies) with Fuſees, with Pow- 
* der, and with Ball: Theſe indeed we took care 
* of, becauſe fuch Arms might have coſt us our life. 
Our Conduct in that point is of a piece with that 
* of the Jeſuits, who ſtave all the barrels of Brandy 
* that are brought to our Cantons, left the People 
getting drunk ſhould knock them in the Head. 
© Our Warriours have no Beavers to give in ex- 
© change for all the Arms they take from the French ; 
* and as for the old ſuperannuated People, they do 
* not think of bearing Arms 8 


© Happineſs, in having left under Ground 4 
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This Colier comprehends my word. 


We have conducted the Engliſh to They pretend 
* our * Lakes, in order to traffick with 3 8 e 
© the Outaouas, and the Hurons ; juſt as $a 
© the Alponkins conducted the French to our five Can- 
© tons, in order to carry on a Commerce that the Eng- 
© liſh lay claim to as their Right. We are born Free- 
© men, and have no dependance either upon the 
© O730tio or the 4 Corlar. We have a Es 
power to go where we pleaſe, to con- 8 ra , 
© duct who we will to the places we re- Govermy of 
© ſort to, and to buy and fell where New-York. 
we think fit. If your Allies are your | 
Slaves or Children, you may een treat em as 
ſuch, and rob 'em of the liberty of entertaining 
* any other Nation but your own. | 
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This Colier contains my word. 


We fell upon the Iineſe and the Oumamis, be- 
© cauſe they cut down the trees of Peace that ſerv'd 
* for limits or boundaries to our Frontiers. They 
* came to hunt Beavers upon our Lands; and con- 
* trary to the cuſtom of all the Savages, have car- 
*ried off whole Stocks, || both Male 
* and Female. They have ingag'd the % 3 
© Chaouanons in their intereſt, and en- t capital 
* tertain'd 'em in their Country. They Crime to de- 

* ſupply'd 'em with Fire-Arms , after fr9 4 #4: 
the concerting of ill deſigns againſt us. Se 
We have done leſs than the Eng 
_ ©4ſh and the French, who without any right, have 
* uſurp'd the Grounds they are now poſleſs'd of; 
and of which they have diſlodg'd ſeveral Nations, 
in order to make way for their building of Cities, 
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Thz Colier contains my word. 


I give you to know, Onnontio, that my Voice 

is the Voice of the five Iroqueſe Cantons. This is 

* their Anſwer, pray incline your Ear, and liſten to 
© what they repreſent. | | 

© The Tſonontouans, Goyogouans, Onnontagues, Onnoy- 

: © outes, and Agnies deciare, that 


* Interring the Axe, * they interr'd * the Axe at Cata- 


ſigui fies the making of 
a Peace; and thedig- 
ging of it up imports 


© Predeceſlor, in the very center 
a Declaration of War. 


* of the Fort; and planted the 
Tree of Peace in the ſame place, 
© that it might be carefully preferv'd ; that *twas 
© then ſtipulated, that che Fort ſhould be us'd as a 
© place of retreat for Merchants, and not a refuge 
© for Soldiers; and chat inſtead of Arms and Am- 
© munition, it ſhould be made a Recepracle of only 
© Beaver-Skins,and Merchandize Goods. Be it known 
© to you, Onnontio, that for the future you ought to 


© take care, that ſo great a number of Martiai-Men 


© as now ſee, being ſhut up in io ſmall a Fort, do 
© not ſtifle and choak the Tree of Peace. Since it 
* took Root fo eaſily, it muſt needs be of pernicious 
© conſequence to ſtop its growth, and hinder it to 
* ſhade both your Country and ours with its Leaves. 
*I do aſſure you, in the name of the five Nations, 
that our Warriours ſhall dance the Calume: anf 


under its branches; that they ſhall reſt in Tran 


* quility upon their | Matts, and 
1 al =. 

will never dig up the Axe to cut 
© down the Tree of Peace; till 
*ſuchtime as the Ornontio and the Corlar, do ei- 
© ther joyntly or ſeparately offer to invade the 
Country, that the great Spirit has diſpos'd of in 
che favour of our Anceſtors, | 


F This Phraſe gni- 
Fees keeping the Peace, 


This 


© racouy, in the preſence of your 
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Tent and ſtorm'd and bluſter'd; 


after which he regal” 
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- This Colier contains my word; and the other compre- 
hends the power granted to me by the five Na- 


tions. 


Then the Granguls addreſs d himſelf tb Mr. le 
Moine, and ſpoke to this purpoſe. 


© Akeueſſan, take Heart, you are a Man of Senſe ; 
© ſpeak and explain my meaning ; be ſure you for- 


to North America. 


get nothing, but declare all that thy Brethren and 


© thy Friends repreſent to thy chief Onnontio, by the 
* voice of the Grangula, who pays you all Honour 
and Reſpect, and invites you to accept of this Pre- 
f ſent of Beavers, and to aſſiſt at his Feaſt imme-_ 
* diately. | | 
© This ether Preſent of Beavers is ſent by the five 
Nations to the Onnontio. | | | 
As foon as the Grangula had done, Mr. le Moine 
and the Jeſuits that were preſent, explain'd his an- 
{wer to Mr. dels Barre, who thereupon retir'd to his 
till ſome body 
came and repreſented to him, that, Iroca Progenies 
neſcit habere modos, i. e. Iroqueſe are always upon 
extreams., The Grangula danc'd after the Iroqueſe 
manner, by way of to his Entertainment; 
everal of the French. Two 
days after he and his Martial-Retinue recurn'd to 
their own Country, and our Army ſet out for 
Monreal. As ſoon as the General was on board, to- 
gether with the few healthy Men that remain'd, 
the Canows were diſpers'd, for the Militia ſtragled 
here and there, and every one made the beſt of 
his way home, Our three Companies indeed 
kept together, becauſe all of us, both Officers and 
Soldiers, were carried in flat-bottom'd Boats, made 
of Deal on purpoſe for our uſe. However, I could 
have wiſt'd to have run down the falls and Cara- 
Fenn, RO 
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racts in the ſame Canow that brought ms up, for 
every body thought we ſhould have been caſt a- 
way at theſe Paſſes, which are full of Eddy's and 
Rocks; and *'twas never heard before, that fuch Pre- 
Cipices were paſs'd with Deal Boats either upwards or 
downwards. But we were forc'd to run all hazards, 
and had certainly been ſwallow'd up in thoſe Moun- 
tains of Water, if we had not oblig'd ſevera Ca- 
nos to thoot the Cataracts at the head of our Boats, 
in order to ſhew us the way ; at the ſame time we 
had prepar'd our Soldiers for rowing, and ſhieving 
upon occaſion. Do but conſider, Sir, that the Cur- 


rents run as faſt as a Cannon Ball; and that one 
falſe ſtroak of the Oar, would have run us unavoid- 


ably upon the Rocks; for we are oblig'd to ſteer a 
Zig Zag courſe purſuant to the thread of the Stream, 
which has fifty windings. The Boats which are 
loaded are ſometimes loſt in thoſe places. Bur after 
all, tho' the riſque we run be very great, yet by 
way of Compenſation, one has the ſatisfaction of 
running a great way in a little time; for we run 
from Galete to this Town in two days time, not- 
withſtanding that we croſs d the two ſtagnating Lakes 
I took notice of before. | NS 

As ſoon as we landed, we receiv'd advice that 
the Chevalier de Callieres was come to ſupply the room 
of Mr. Perrot, the Governor of this place. Mr. Per- 
rot has had ſeveral ſcuffles with Mr. de Frontenac, and 
Mr. de la Barre; of which you may expect a far- 
ther account, when I am better inform'd. All the 


World blames our General for his bad Succeſs : 


*Tis talk'd publickly, that his only defign was to 
cover the ſending of ſeveral Canows to traffick with 
the Savages in thoſe Lakes for Beaver-Skins. The 
People here are very buſie in wafting over to Court 
a thouſand Calumnies againft him ; both the Cler- 
gy and the Gentlemen of the long Robe, write to 
his diſadvantage. Tho after all, the 3 
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falſe; for the poor Man could do no more than he 
did. Juſt now, I was inform'd that Mr. Hainaut, 
Mr. Montortier, and Mr. Durivau, three Captains of 


Ships, are arriv'd at Quebec, with a deſign to paſs 


the Winter there, and to affiſt him as Counſellors ; 
and that the laſt of theſe three has brought with him 
an Independent Company, to be commanded by 
himſelf. | 

I ſhall have no opportunity of writing again be- 
fore the next Spring ; for the laſt Ships that are to 
return for France this year, are now ready to fail. 


Jam, SIR, Yours, &C. 


* — * . - . 
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L.E Z F;E. RYE 
Dated at Monreal, Tune 28. 1685. 


Repreſenting the Fortifications of Monreal, and 
the indiſcreet Zeal of the Prieſts, who are 
Lords of that Town : With a Deſcription of 
Chambli, and of the Commerce of the Savages 
upon the great Lakes, N 


1 


Have juſt receiv'd yours, by a ſmall Veſſel of 
Bourdeaux loaded with Wine; which is the firſt 
that came to Quebec this Year. IJ am mightily pleas'd 
to hear that the King has granted to Mr. de la Salle 
four Ships, to go upon the Diſcovery of the Mouth 
of che Miiſſiſipi; and cannot but admire your Curio- 
ſity, in deſiring to know the Occurrences of this 

Place, and how I ſpent my time in the Winter. 
Mr. de Callieres was no ſooner poſſeſs'd of his Go- 
vernment, than he order'd all the Inhabitants of this 
Town, and of the adjacent Country, to cut down 
and bring in great Stakes, of fifreen Foot in length, 
to 
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to fortifie the Town. During the Winter, theſe Or- 
ders were purſued with ſo much Application, that 
all things are now ready for making the Incloſure; 
in which five or ſix hundred Men are to be imploy'd. 
I ſpent part of the Winter in Hunting with the AL 
 gonkins, in order to a more perfect knowledge of 
their Language; and the reſt'T ſpent in this Place, 
with a great deal of uneaſineſs: for, here we can- 
not enjoy our ſelves, either at Play, or in viſiting 
the Ladies, but tis preſently carried to the Cu- 
rate's ears, who takes publi:ck notice of it in the 
Pulpit. His Zeal goes fo far, as even to name 
the Perſons: and ſince he refuſes the Sacrament of 
the Holy Supper to Ladies of Quality, upon the moſt 
ſlender Pretences, you may eaſily gueſs at the other 
ſteps of his Indiſcretion. You cannot imagine to 
what a pitch theſe Eccleſiaſtical Lords have ſcrew'd 
their Authority : They excommunicate all the 
Masks, and wherever they ſpy em, they run after 
**m to uncover their Faces, and abuſe em in a re- 
proachful manner: In fine, they have a more watch- 
ful eye over the Conduct of the Girls and married 
Women, than their Fathers and Husbands have. 
They cry out againſt thoſe that do not receive the 
Sacrament once a Month; and at Eaſter they oblige 
all ſorts of Perſons to give in Bills to their Confeſſors. 
They prohibit and burn all the Books that treat of 
any other Subject but Devotion. When I think of 
this Tyranny, I cannot but be inrag'd at the imper- 
tinent Zeal of the Curate of this City. This inhu- 
mane Fellow came one day to my Lodging, and 
finding the Romance of the Adventures of Petronius 
upon my Table, he fell upon ic with an unimagina- 


ble fury, and tore out almoſt all the Leaves. This 


Book I valued more than my Life, becauſe *twas not 
caſtrated; and indeed I was ſo provok'd when I ſaw 
it all in wrack, that if my Landlord had not held 
me, I had gone immediately to that * 
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flor's Houſe, and would have pluck'd out the Hairs 
of his Beard with as little mercy as he did the Leaves 
of my Book. Theſe Animals cannot content them- 
ſelves with the ſtudying of Mens Actions, but they 
muſt likewiſe dive into their Thoughts. By this 
Sketch, Sir, you may judge what a pleaſant Life we 
lead here. | | 
The 3oth of the laſt March the Ice melted ; and 
the River being then open, I was ſent with a ſmall 
3 Detachment to Chambli: for commonly the Sun re- 
3 ſumes its Vigour here much about that time. Cham- 
bli ſtands on the brink of a Bafin, about five or ſix 


by a Water-fall that is a League and a half in length; 
out of which there ariſes a River that diſembogues at 
Sorel into the River of St. Laurence, as J intimated a- 
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bove in my fourth Letter. In former time; this 


Place had a great Trade in Beaver-skins, which 1s 
now decay'd: for the Soccoks, the Mahingans, and 
the Openangos, us'd formerly to reſort thither in ſhoals, 
to exchange their Futs for other Goods; but at pre- 
ſent they are retir'd to the Engliſh Colonies, to avoid 
the purſuit of the Troqueſe. The Champlain Lake, 
which lies above that Water: fall, is eighty Leagues in 
circumference. At the end of this Lake we met with 


very eafily to Neu-Nrk, there being but a Land- carri- 
1 \ 22 of two Leagues from thence to the River Du Fer, 
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bl;, I faw two Canows loaded with Beaver-skins paſs 
privately by that way; and *twas thought they were 
ſent thicher by Mr. de la Barre. This ſmuggling way 
of Trade is expreſly prohibited: for they are oblig'd 
do carry theſe Skins before the Office of the Compa- 
, where they are rated at an Hundred and 60 per 
Cent. leſs than the Engliſh buy em at in their. Colo- 
nies. But the lictle Fort that ſtands at the bottom 
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Leagues off this Place: That Baſin is two Leagues in 
Circumference, and receives the Lake of Champlain 


another, call'd S. Sacrement, by which one may go 


which falls into the Manatbe. While J was at Chan- 
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of the Water-fall, upon the brink of the Baſin of 
Chambl;, being only ſingle Palliſadoes, it cannot hin- 
der People to paſs that way; eſpecially conſidering 
that the Proſpect, of ſo great a profit, renders the 
Paſſengers the more daring. The Inhabitants of the 
adjacent Villages are very much expos'd to the Incur- 
ſions of the Troqueſe in time of War. Notwithſtand- 
ing the weakneſs of the Fort, I continued in that 
place a Month and a half, and then I return'd hither, 
where Mr. de la Barre arriv'd ſome days after; being 
accompany'd with Mr. Hennaut, Mr. Montortier, and 
Mr. du Rivau. Much about the ſame day there ar- 
riv'd 25 or 30 Canows, belonging to the Coureurs de 
Bos, being homeward bound from the great Lakes, 
and laden with Beaver-skins. The Cargo of each 
Canow amounted to 4o Packs, each of which weighs 
50 pound, and will fetch 5o Crowns at the Farmers 
Office. Theſe Canows were follow'd by 5o more 
of the Outaouas and Hurons, who come down every 
Year to the Colony, in order to make a better Mar- 
ket than they can do in their own Country of Miſi- 
limakinac, which lies on the Banks of the Lake of 
Hurons, at the Mouth of the Lake of the 1//inefe. 
Their way of Trading is as follows. | 

Upon their firſt Arrival, they incamp at the di- 
ſtance of five or ſix hundred Paces from the Town. 


The next day is ſpent in ranging their Canows, un- 3 
loading their Goods, and pitching their Tents, which | 


are made of Birch Bark. The next day after, they 
demand Audience of the Governour General; which 
is granted 'em that ſame day in a publick place. Up- 


on this Occaſion, each Nation makes a Ring for ic 


ſelf; the Savages fit upon the Ground with their Pipes 
in their Mouths, and the Governour is ſeated in an 


arm'd Chair; after which, there ſtarts up an Orator 


or Speaker from one of theſe Nations, who makes 

an Harangue, importing, That his Brethren are 

* come to viſit the Governour general, and to renew 
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7 Wil 
wich him their wonted Friendſhip: That their chief bl 
View is, to promote the Intereſt of the French, ſome Ml 
of whom being unacquainted with the way of 9 
Traffick, and being too weak for the tranſporting 1 
EX © of Goods from the Lakes, would be unable to deal i 


* a 
— 


c in Beaver-skins, if his Brethren did not come in 
© perſon to deal with 'em in their own Colonies: 1 
© That they know very well how acceptable their 
© Arrival is to the Inhabitants of Monreal, in regard of 
© the Advantage they reap by it: Thar in regard the 
© Beaver-skins are much valued in France, and the 
© French Goods given in exchange are of an inconſi- 
2X * derable Value, they mean to give the French ſuffici- 
ent proof of their readineſs to furniſh em with 
what they deſire fo earneſtly : That by way of pre- 
| © paration for ancther Years Cargo, they are come 


co take in Exchange, Fuſees, Powder, and Ball, 

in order to hunt great numbers of Beavers, or to 
| | * gall the Iroqueſe, in caſe they offer to diſturb the 

French Settlements: And, in fine, That in confir- 
© mation of their Words, they throw a Purcelain 
© Colier with ſome Beaver-skins to the Kitchi-Okima 
* (fo they call the Governour-General ) whoſe Pro- 
© retion they lay claim to in cafe of any Robbery or > 
© Abuſe committed upon em in the Town. 

The Spokeſman having made an end of his 
Speech, returns to his Place, and takes up his Pipe 
Land then the Interpreter explains the Subſtance of 

; Jie Harangue to the Governour, who commonly 
gives a very civil Anſwer, gſpecially if the Preſent 
be valuable: in conſideration of which, he likewiſe 
makes them a Preſent of ſome trifling things. This 
done, the Savages riſe up, and return to their Hutts 
to make ſuitable Preparations for the enſuing Truck. 

The next day the Savages make their Slaves carry 
the Skins to the Houſes of the Merchants, who bar- 
gain with 'em for ſuch Cloaths as they want. All the 
Inhabitants of Monreal are allow'd to traffick with 
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30 Some Nem Voyages 
em in any Commodity but Wine and Brandy; theſe 
two being excepted upon the account that when 
the Savages have got what they wanted, and have a- 
ny Skins left, they drink to exceſs, and then kill 
their Slaves; for when they are in drink, they quan 
rel and fight; and if they were not held by thoſe 
who are ſober, wou'd certainly make Havock one 
of another. However, you muſt obſerve, that none 
of 'em will touch either Gold or Silver. Tis a co- 
mical ſight, to ſee *em running from Shop to Shop, 
ſtark naked, with their Bow and Arrow. The ni- 
cer ſort of Women are wont to hold their Fans be- 
fore their eyes, to prevent their being frighted with 
the view of their ugly Parts. But theſe merry Com- 
panions, who know the brisk She-Merchants as well 
as we, are not wanting in making an Offer, which 
is ſometimes accepted of, when the Preſent is of 
good Mettle. If we may credit che common Report, 
there are more than one or two of the Ladies of this 
Country, whoſe Conftancy and Vertue has held out 
againſt the Attacks of ſeveral Officers, and at the 
ſame time vouchſaf'd a free acceſs to theſe naſty 
Lechers. *Tis preſum'd their Compliance was the 
Effect of Curioſity, rather than of any nice Reliſh ; 
for, in a word, the Savages are neither brisk, nor 
conſtant. But whatever 1s in the matter, the Wo- 
men are the more excuſable upon this Head, that 
ſuch Opportunities are very unfrequent. 

As ſoon as the Savages have made an end of their 
Truck, they take leave of the Governour, and ſo re- 
turn home by the River of Outaouas. To conclude, 
they did a great deal of good both to the Poor and 
Rich; for you will readily apprehend, that every |? 
body turns Merchant upon ſuch occaſions. 


Iam, SIR, Yours, &c. 
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LETTER IX. 
Dated at Boucherville, Ocbob. 2. 168 55 


Being an Account of the Commerce and Trade of 
Monreal : Of the Arrival of the Marquis of 


Denonville with ſome Troops; and of the recal- 
ling of Mr. de la Barre. With a curious De- 
ſcription of certain Licenſes for Trading in Bea- 
wer-skins in the remote Countries, 


SIR, | 

Receiv'd your ſecond Letter three Weeks ago, but 

could not ſend a ſpeedier Anſwer, by reaſon that 
none of our Ships have yet ſet Sail for France. Since 
you want to know the nature of the Trade of Mon- 
real, be pleas'd to take the following Account. 

Almoſt all the Merchants of that City act only on 
the behalf of the Quebec Merchants, whole Factors 
they are. The Barques which carry thither dry 
Commodities, as well as Wine and Brandy, are but 
2w in number; but then they make ſeveral Voyages 
in one Year from the one City to the other. The 
Inhabitants of the Iſland of Monreal, and the adja- 
cent Cantons, repair twice a Year to the City of 
Monreal, where they buy Commodities fifty per Cent. 
dearer than at Quebec. The Savages of the neigh- 


bouring Countries, whether ſettled or erratick, car- 


ry thicher the Skins of Beavers, Elks, Caribous, Fo- 
xes, and wild Cats; all which, they truck for Fuſees, 


Powder, Lead, and other Neceſſaries. There every 


one is allow'd to trade; and indeed tis the beſt place 


for the getting of an Eſtate in a ſhort time. All the 
Merchants have ſuch a perfect good underſtanding 
dne with another, that they _= ſell at the ſame 3 
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But when the Inhabitants of the Country find their 
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Prices exorbitant, they raiſe their Commodities in 
proportion. The Gentlemen that have a Charge of 
Children, eſpecially Daughters, are oblig'd to be 
good Husbands, in order to bear the Expence of the 


magnificent Cloaths with which they are ſet off; 


for Pride, Vanity, and Luxury, reign as much in 


New France as in Old France. In my opinion, twould 


do well, if the King would order Commodities to 
be rated at a reaſonable Price, and prohibit the ſel- 
ling of Gold or Silver Brocadoes, Fringes, and Rib- 
bands, as well as Points and rich Laces. 

The Marquis of Denonville is come to ſucceed 
Mr. de la Barre in the quality of Governour-General ; 
for the King has recall'd Mr. de la Barre, upon the 


Accuſations laid againſt him by his Enemies. To be 
fure, you who are in France know better than I, that 


Mr. de Denonville was Maitre de Camp to the Queen's 
Regiment of Dragoons, which Place he ſold to 
Mr. Murcey when the King beſtow'd this Govern- 
ment upon him ; and, that he brought with him 
fome Companies of Marines, beſides his Lady and 
his Children: for it ſeems the danger and inconve- 
niencies that attend ſuch a long and troubleſome 
Voyage, made no Impreſſion upon her. This Go- 
vernour ſtay'd at firſt ſome Weeks at Quebec, after 
which he came to Monreal, with 500 or 600 Men 


of Regular Troops, and ſent back the Captains Hai- 4 


naut, Montortier, and du Rivo, with ſeveral other Of- 
ficers. His Army is now in Winter Quarters all 
round Monreal. My Quarters are at a Place call'd 
Boucherville, which lies at the diſtance of three Leagues 
from Monreal. I have been here fifteen Days, and 
in all appearance ſhall live more happily than in the 
Town, abating for the Solitude; for at leaft I ſhall 
have no other oppoſition to encounter in the caſe of 
Balls, Gaming, or Feaſting, but the zealous Freaks 
of a lilly Prielt. 1 am inform'd, that the Governour 
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to North-America. 53 
has given Orders to compleat the Fortifications of 
Monreal, and is now ready to embarque for Quebec, 
where our Governours commonly paſs the Winter. 
The Savages I ſpoke of in my laſt, met the Iroqueſe 
upon the great River of the Outacuas, who inform'd 
em that the E»g/h were making Preparations to 
tranſport to their Villages in Miſſilimakinac, better 
and cheaper Commodities than thoſe they had from 
the French. This piece of News did equally alarm 
the Gentlemen, the Pedlers call'd Coureurs de Box, 
and the Merchants; who, at that rate, would be 
3 conſiderable Loſers: for you muſt know, that Cana- 
44 ſubſiſts only upon the Trade of Skins or Furrs, 
three fourths of which come from the People that 
live round the great Lakes: So that if the Engliſh 
ſhould put ſuch a Deſign in execution, the whole 
Country would ſuffer by it ; eſpecially conſidering, 
that twould fink certain Licenſes : an Account of 
which will be proper in this place. 

Theſe Licenſes are granted in Writing by the Go- 
vernours General, to poor Gentlemen and old Offi- 


pos d of by the King's Orders; and the Deſign of 


to theſe Lakes. The Number of the Perſons thus 
impower'd, ought not to exceed twenty ſ.ve in one 
Year: but God knows how many more have private 
\ Licenſes. All other Perſons, of what Quality or 
Condition ſoever, are prohibited to go or ſend to 
theſe Lakes, without ſuch Licenſes, under the pain 
of Death. Each Licenſe excends to the lading of 
two great Canows; and whoever procures a whole 
or a half Licenſe for himſelf, may either make uſe 
of it himſelf, or ſell it to the higheſt Bidder. Com- 
monly they are bought at ſix hundred Crowns a- 
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in finding Pedlars or Foreſt-Rangers to undertake 
the long Voyages, Which fetch the moſt conſiderable 
1 8 Gains, 
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cers who have a Charge of Children. They are diſ- 


em is, to enable ſuch Perſons to ſend Commodities 


piece. Thoſe who purchaſe em are at no trouble 
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54 Some New Voyages 
Gains, and commonly extend to a Year, and ſome- 
times more. The Merchants put into the two Ca- 
nows ſtipulated in the Licenſe, ſix Men with a thou- 
ſand Crowns-worth of Goods, which are rated to 
the Pedlars at fifteen per Cent. more than what they 
are ſold for in ready Money in the Colony. When 
the Voyage is perform'd, this Sum of a thouſand 
Crowns commonly brings in ſeven hundred per Cent. 
clear profit, and ſometimes more, ſometimes leſs ; 
for theſe Sparks call'd Coureurs de Bots bite the Sava- 
ges moſt dexterouſly, and the lading of two Ca- 
nows, computed at a thouſand Crowns, is a Pur- 
chaſe for as many Beaver-skins as will load four Ca- 
nows: Now, four Canows will carry a hundred and 
fixty Packs of Skins, that is, forty a-piece; and 
reckoning each Pack to be worth fifty Crowns, the 
value of the whole amounts to eight thouſand 
Crowns. As to the Repartition of this extravagant 
Profit, *tis made after the following manner : In the 
firſt place, the Merchant takes out of the whole bulk 
ſix hundred Crowns for the Purchaſe of his Licenſe; 
then a thouſand Crowns for the prime Coſt of the 
exported Commodities. After this, there remains 
6400 Crowns of Surpluſage, out of which the Mer- 
chant takes forty per Cent. for Bottomree, which a- 
mounts to 2560 Crowns; and the Remainder is di- 
vided equaliy among the fix Coureurs de Box, who get 
little more than 600 Crowns a-piece: and indeed I 
muſt ſay tis fairly earn'd; for their Fatigue is in- 
conceivable. In the mean time, you muſt remark, 
that over and above the foregoing profit, the Mer- 
chant gets 25 per Cent. upon his Beaver-skins by car- 
rying them to the Office of the Farmers General, 
where the Price of four forts of Beaver- skins is fix d. 
It the Merchant ſells theſe Skins to any private Man 
in the Country for ready Money, he is paid in the 
current Money of the Country, which is of leſs va- 
us than the Bills of Exchange that the Peder of 
that 
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to North-America. 55 
that Office draws upon Roche or Parz ; for there 
they are paid in French Livres, which are twenty 
Sols, whereas a Canada Livre is but fifteen Sols. This 
Advantage of 25 per Cent. is call'd le Beneficez but 
take notice, that tis only to be had upon Beaver- 
skins: for, if you pay to a Quebec Merchant 400 Ca- 
nada Livres in Silver, and take from him a Bill of 
Exchange upon his Correſpondent in France, his 
Correſpondent will pay no more than 300 French 
Livres, which is a juſt Equivalent. 

This is the laſt Intelligence I ſhall give you for 
this Year, which has already brought in a very cold 
Autumn. The Quebec Ships muſt fet Sail in the mid- 
dle of November, purſuant to the wonted Cuſtom, - 
I am, | 
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SIR, 


Yours, &c. 


1 * * 3 _ . 


LETTER% 
Dated at Boucherville July 8. 1686. 


FA 
Dm 


Df 
am 


Relating the Arrival of Mr. de Champigni, in 
the room of Mr. de Meules, who is recall d to 
France ; the arrival of the Troops that came 
along with him, the curiofity of the Rackets, 
and the way of hunting Elks ; with a Deſcrip- 
tion of that Animal, 


BY A 
6 pam, I have not heard from you this year, 
yet I will nor flight this opportunity of wri- 
ting to you. Some Ships from France are arriv'd at 
Quebec, and have brought over Mr. de Champigni No- 


E 4 roua, 
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roua, with ſome Companies of Marines. He comes 
to ſupply the place of Mr. de Meules, whom, the 
King recalls upon the unjuſt complaints that are 
made of him. He is charg'd with preferring his 
private Intereſt to the publick Good; but the charge 
is falſe, and he will eaſily clear himſelf. I am apt 
to believe he may have carry'd on ſome under- 
hand Commerce, but in ſo doing he injur'd no bo- 
dy ; nay, on the contrary he has procur'd Bread 
for a thouſand poor Creatures, that without his Aſ- 
ſiſtance would have ſtarv'd for Hunger. This new 
Intendant is deſcended of one of the molt Illuſtri- 
ous Families of the Robe in Fance. He is ſaid to 
be a Man of Honour, and Fame entitles his Lady to 
a diſtinguiſhing Merit: I underſtand, he and Mr. 
Denonville are bound ſpeedily for Monreal, where they 
mean to take a review of the Inhabitants of this 
iſland, and of the Neighbouring Cantons. Proba- 
bly, they take ſuch precautions in order, to ſome 
new effort againſt the Iroqueſe. Laſt Winter we had 
no new Occurrences in the Colony. I ſpent the 
whole Winter at the hunting of Orignals or Elks a- 
long with the Savages, whoſe Language I am lear- 
ning, as I have intimated to you ſeveral times. 

The hunting of Elks is perform'd upon the Snow, 
with ſuch Rackers as you ſee deſign'd in the annex'd 
Cutt. Theſe Rackers are two Foot and a half long, 
and fourteen Inches broad; their ledges are made 
of a very hard Wood, about an Inch thick, tha 
faſtens the Net juſt like a Tennis Racket, from 
which they differ only in this; that thoſe for the 
Tennis are made of Gut-ſtrings, whereas the others 
are made of little thongs of the skins of Harts or 
Elks. In the Cut, you may perceive two little ſpars 
of Wood, which run a-crofs to render the Net fir- 
mer and ſtiffer. The hole that appears by the two 
Latchets, -is the place in which they put the Toes 
and fore-part of the Foot; ſo that tis tied faſt bY 
| ; ene 
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the two Latchets, which run twice round about the 
Heel, and every ſtep they make upon the Snow, 
the fore- part of the Foot ſinks into that hole, as of- 
ten as they raiſe their Heel. By the help of this 
Contrivance they walk faſter upon the Snow, than 
one can do with Shoes upon a beaten path: And 
indeed *tis ſo neceſſary for them, that twould be 
otherwiſe impoſſible not only to hunt and range - 
the Woods, but even to go to Church, notwith- ub 9 
ſtanding they are ſo near; for commonly the Snow 
15 three or four Foot deep in that Country during 99240=- 
the Winter. Being oblig'd to march thirty or forty 
Leagues in the Woods in purſuic of the above- 
mention'd Animals, I found that the fatigue of the 
Journey equal'd the pleaſure of it. 

The Orignal is a fort of Elk, not much different 
from that we find in Muſcovy. *Tis as big as an 
Auvergne Moyle, and much of the ſame ſhape, aba- 
ting for its Muzzle, its Tail, and its great flat Horns, 
which weigh ſometimes 300, and ſometimes 400 
weight, if we may credit thoſe who pretend to have 
weigh'd em. This Animal uſually reſorts to 
planted Countries. Its Hair is long and brown ; 
and the Skin is ſtrong and hard, but not thick. The 
Fleſh of the Orignal, eſpecially that of the Female 
ſort, eats deliciouſly 5 and *'tis ſaid, that the far 
hind Foot. of the Female kind, is a Cure for the 
Falling-Sickneſs ; it neither runs nor skips, but its 

\ trot will almoſt keep up with the running of a Hart. 
The Savages aſſure us, that in Summer twill trot 
three Days and three Nights without intermiſſion. 
This fort of Animals commonly gather into a body 
towards. the latter end of Autumn; and the Herds are 
largeſt in the beginning of the Spring, at which time 
the ſhe ones are in rutting; but after their heat is over, 
they all diſperſe themſelves. We hunted em in 
the following manner: Firſt of all, we went 40 
Leagues to the Northward of the River of St. Lau- 
1 1 rence, 
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58 Some New Voyages 
rence, Where we found a little Lake of three or four 
Leagues in Circumference, and upon the banks of 
that Lake, we made Hutts for our ſelves of the barks 
of Trees, having firſt clear'd the Ground of the Snow 
that cover'd it. In our Journey chither, we kill'd . 
as many Hares and Wood-hens, as we could eat. 
When we had fitted up our Hutts, the Savages went 
out upon the diſcovery of the Elks, ſome to the 
Northward, and ſome to the South, to the diſtance 
of two or three Leagues from the Hutts. As ſoon 
as they diſcover'd any freſh foot-ſteps, they de- 
tach'd one of their number to give us notice, tothe 
end, that the whole Company might have the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing the chace. We trac'd theſe foot- 
ſteps ſometimes for one, and ſometimes for two 
Leagues, and then fell in with five, ten, fifteen or 
twenty Elks in a body; which preſently betook 
themſelves to flight, whether a part or in a Body, 
and ſunk into the Snow up to their Breaſt, Where 
the Snow was hard and condenſated, or where the 
froft following wet Weather had glaz'd it above, 
we came up with 'em after the chace of a quarter 
of a League: But when the Snow was ſoft or juſt 
fallen, we were forc'd to purſue 'em three or 3 
Leagues before we could catch em, unleſs the Dogs 
happen'd to ſtop'em where the Snow was very deep. 
When we came up with them, the Savages fired þ 
upon em with Fuſees. If the Elks be much inrag'd / 
they'll ſometimes turn upon the Savages, who co- |} 
ver themſelves with Boughs in order to keep off their 
Feet, with which they would cruſh em to pieces. 
As ſoon as they are kill'd, the Savages make new 
Hutts upon the ſpot, with great Fires in the mid- 
dle; while the Slaves are imploy'd in fleaing em, 
and ſtretching out the Skins in-the open Air, One 
of the Soldiers that accompany'd me, told me one 
Day, that co withſtand the violence of the Cold, 


\ 


one ought to have his Blood compos'd of Brandy, | 
5 . } 
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his Body of Braſs, and his Eyes of Glaſs: And I 
muſt ſay, he had ſome ground for what he ſpoke, 
for we were forc'd to keep a Fire all round us, all 
the Night long. As long as the Fleſh of theſe Ani- 


ö mals laſts, the Savages ſeldom think of ſtirring; 
but when *tis all conſum'd, they then look out for 


a new Diſcovery. Thus they continue to hunt, 
till the Snow and the Ice are melted. As ſoon as the 
great thaw commences, tis impoſlible for em to 
travel far; ſo that they content themſelves with the 
killing of Hares and Partridges, which are very 
numerous in the Woods. When the Rivers are 
clear of the Ice, they make Canows of the Elk-skins, 
which they ſow together very eaſily, covering the 
Seams with a fat fort of Earth inſtead of pitch. 
This work is over in four or five days time, after 
which they return home in the Canows with all 
their Baggage. | 
This, Sir, was our Diverfion for three Months in 
the Woods. We took fifty ſix Elks, and might have 


kill'd twice as many, if we had hunted for the be- 


nefit of the Skins. In the Summer ſeaſon, the Sa- 


- vages have two ways of killing em, both of which 


are equally troublefom. One conſiſts in hanging a 
Rope-gin between two Trees, upon a Paſs ſurroun- 
ded with Thorns ; the other is compaſs'd by craul- 
ing like Snakes among the Trees and Thickets, and 
approaching to em upon the Leeward ſide, fo that 
they may be ſhot with a Fuſee. Harts and Cari- 
bous are kill'd both in Summer and Winter, after 
the fame manner with the Elks ; excepting that the 
Caribon's, which are a kind of wild Aſſes, make an 
eaſie eſcape when the Snow is hard, by vertue of 
their broad Feet; whereas the Elk ſinks as faſt as 
he rifes. In fine, I am fo well pleas'd with the 


hunting of this Country, that I have reſolv'd to im- 


ploy all my leiſure time upon that Exerciſe. The 
Savages have promiſed, that in three Months time 
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1 ſhall ſee other ſorts of chaſes, which will prove 
leſs fatiguing, and more agreeable. I am, 


25 
15 
85 
5 
bl 


1 | | Yours, &c. 
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|| LETTEE XL 
| Dated at Boucherville May 28, 1687. 


Being a curious Deſcription of the Hunting of di. 
vers Animals, 


IX, | 

O U complain that the laſt year you receiv'd 
but one of my Letters, dated July 8. and 
with the ſame breath aſſure me, that you writ two to 
me, neither of which is come to hand. I receiv'd 
a Letter from you this Day, which is ſo much the 
more acceptable, that I thought you had been dead, 
and that I find you continue to give proof of your 
remembrance of me. I find by your Letter, that 
you have an agreeable reliſh” for the curious Elk- 
& | Hunting in this Country, and that a further ac- 
1 count of our other hunting Adventures, would meet 
| with a welcome Reception. This Curiaſity, indeed, 
is worthy of ſo great a Hunts-Man as your elf ; 
but at preſent I muſt beg your excuſe as to the Bea- 
ver-hunting, for I know nothing of it yet but by 

hear-ſay. 7 | 
In the beginning of September, I fet out in a Ca- 
now upon ſeveral Rivers, Marſhes, and Pools, that 
diſembogue in the Champlain Lake, being accom- 
pany'd with thirty or forty of the Savages that are 
very expert 1n Shooting and Hunting, and fes 
: | Well 
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well acquainted with the proper places for finding 
Water-foul, Deer, and other fallow Beaſts. The 
firſt Poſt we took up was upon the ſide of a Marſh or 
Fen of four or five Leagues in Circumference; and 
after we had fitted up our Hutts, the Savages made 
Hutts upon the Water in ſeveral places. Theſe Wa- 
ter-Hutts are made of the branches and leaves of 
Trees, and contain three or four Men : For a Decoy 
they have the skins of Geeſe, Buſtards, and Ducks, 
dry'd and ſtuff' d with Hay, the two feet being made 
faſt with two Nails to a ſmall piece of a light plank, 
which floats round the Hutt. This place being fre- 
quented by wonderful numbers of Geeſe, Ducks, 
Buſtards, Teals, and an infinity of other Fowl un- 
known to the Europeans; when theſe Fowls ſee the 
= ſtuff'd Skins ſwimming with the Heads erected, as if 
they were alive, they repair to the ſame place, and 
ſo give the Savages an opportunity of ſhooting 'em, 
either flying, or upon the Water; after which the 
| Savages get into their Canows and gather em up. 
They have likewiſe a way of catching em with 
Nets, ftretch'd upon the ſurface of the Water at the 
Entries of, the Rivers. In a word, we eat nothing 
| but Watter-fowl for fifteen Days; after which we 
reſolv'd to declare War againſt the Turtle-Doves, 
which are ſo numerous in Canada, that the Biſhop 
has been forc'd to excommunicate *em oftner than 
once, upon the account of the Damage they do 
to che Product of the Earth. With that view, we 
imbarqued and made towards a Meadow, in the 
Neigbbourliood of which, the Trees were cover'd 
wich that ſott of Fowl, more than with Leaves: For 
juſt. then *twas the ſeaſon in which they retire from 
the North Countries, and repair to the Southern 
Climates; and one would have thought, that all 
the Turtle-Doves upon Earth had choſe to paſs thro? 
this place. For the eighteen or twenty days that 
we ſtay'd there, I firmly believe that a thouſand 
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Men might have fed upon em heartily, without 
putting themſelves to any trouble. You muſt know, 
that through the middle of this Meadow there runs | 
a Brook, upon which I and two young Savages ſhot I 
ſeveral Snipes, Rayles, and a certain fort of Fowl | 
call'd Bateurs de faux, which is as big as a Quail, and 
eats very deliciouſly. | 1 
In the ſame place we kilbd ſome Muk-Rats, or 
a fort of Animals which reſemble a Rat in their || 
ſhape, and are as big as a Rabbet. The Skins of 
theſe Rats are very much valued, as differing but 
little from thoſe of Beavers. Their Teſticles ſmell 
ſo ſtrong of Musk, that no Civet or Antilope that 
Aſia affords, can boaſt of ſuch a ſtrong and ſweet 
ſmell. We ſpy d 'em in the Mornings and Evenings, 
at which time they uſually appear upon the Water 
with their Noſe to the Windward, and betray them- 
ſelves to the Huntſmen, by the curling of the Wa- 
ter. The Fouteraux, which are an amphibious ſort of 
little Pole-Cats, are catch'd after the fame manner. 
I was likewiſe entertain'd upon this occaſion, with 
the killing of certain little Beaſts, call'd Siflewrs, or 
Whiſtlers, with alluſion to their wonted way of 
whiſtling or whizzing at the Mouth of their Holes 
in fair Weather. They are as big as Hares, but 
ſomewhat ſhorter, their Fleſh is good for nothing, 
but their Skins are recommended by their rarity. | 
The Savages gave me an opportunity of hearing/Þ 
one of theſe Creatures whiſtle for an hour together, 
after which they ſhot it. To gratifie the curioſity 
I had to ſee ſuch diverſity of Animals, they made 
a diligent ſearch for the Holes.or Dens of the Car- 
caioux, and having found ſome at the diſtance of 
two or three Leagues from the Fen upon which we! 
were poſted, they conducted me to the place. Ar ; 
| the break of day we planted our ſelves round the 
b Holes, with our Bellies upon the Ground; and left 
if ſome Slaves to hold the Dogs a Musket-ſnot behind 
5 | us, 
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us. As ſoon as theſe Animals perceiv'd Day-light, 
they came. out of their Holes, which were immedi- 
ately ſtop'd up by the Savages, and upon that the 
Dogs fetch'd em up with eaſe. We ſaw but two 
of em, which made a vigorous defence againſt the 
Dogs, but were ſtrangled after a diſpute of half an 
hour. Theſe Animals are not unlike a Badger, on- 
ly they are bigger, and more miſchievous. Tho' 


our Dogs ſhew'd a great deal of Courage in attack- 
ing the Carcaioux, they betray'd their Cowardice the 


next day in a rencounter with a Porcupine, which 
we ſpy'd upon a little Tree. To obtain the pleaſure 
of ſeeingthe Porcupine fall, we cut down the Tree 
but neither the Dogs nor we durft go near it: The 
Dogs only bark'd and jump'd round it; for it dart- 


ed its long and hard hair like ſo many Bodkins, 


three or four paces off. At laſt we pelted it to 
death, and put it upon the fire to burn off its Darts; 
after which we ſcalded it like a Pig, took out the 
Intrails, and roaſted it: But tho' twas very fat, I 
could not reliſh it ſo well as to comply with the 
aſſertion of the Natives, who alledge, that it eats 
as well as a Capon or a Partridge. 
After the Turtle-Doves had all paſs'd over the 
place, in queſt of their Southern retreats, the Sa- 
vages offer'd to ſend ſome of their number with 
Canows. to conduct me home, before the. Rivers 
and Lakes were frozen over; for themſelves were 
to tarry out for the Elk- hunting; and they imagin'd 
that the Cold and Hardſhip attending that Exerciſe, 
had made me ſick of it the year before. Howe- 
ver, we had then a Month good before the com- 
mencement of the Froſt, and in that interval of 
time, they proffer'd to entertain me with more 
diverting Game than any I had ſeen before. They 
propos'd to go fifteen or fixteen Leagues further up 
the Country, aſſuring me, that they knew of a cer- 
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on in the World, both for Pleaſure and Profit, and 
that afforded great plenty of Otters, of the Skins of 
which they mean'd to make a great Cargoe. Ac- 
cordingly we pull'd down our Hutts, and having 
imbarqu d in our Canows, fail'd up the River, till 
we came to a little Lake of two Leagues in Circum- 


ference, at the end of which we ſaw another great- 
er Lake, divided from this by an Iſthmus of 150 


Paces in length. We pitch'd our Hutts at the di- 


ſtance of a League from that Iſthmus 5 and ſome 
of the Savages fiſh'd for Trouts, while the reſt were 


imploy'd in laying Traps for the Otters upon the 
brinks of the Lake. Theſe Traps are made of five 
Stakes plac'd in the form of an oblong Quadrangle, 
ſo as to make a little Chamber, the Door of which 


is kept up, and ſupported by a Stake. To the mid- 


dle of this Stake they tye a ſtring which paſſes thro' 
a little fork, and has a Trout well faſten'd to the 
end of it. Now, when the Otter comes on ſhoar, 
and ſees this bait, he puts above half his Body in- 
to that fatal Cage, in order to ſwallow the Fiſh ; 
but he no ſooner touches, than the ſtring to which 
tis made faſt pulls away the Stake that ſupports the 


Door, upon which an heavy and loaded Door falls 


upon his Reins and quaſhes him. During our Pil- 
grimage in that part of the Country, the Savages 
took above two hundred and fifty Canada Otters ; 
the Skins of which are infinitely prittier than thoſe 
of Muſcovy or Sweden. The beſt of em which are 
not worth two Crowns in this place, are fold in 
France for four or five, and ſometimes for ten, if 
they are black and very rough. As ſoon as the Sa- 
vages had ſet their Traps, they gave orders to their 


| Slaves to go round the Lake every Morning, in or- 


der to take out the amphibious Animals. After 

that they conducted me to the above-mention'd Iſth- 

mus, where I was ſurpriz d to ſee a fort of a Park 

or Fence made of Trees, telrd one upon n, 
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and interlac'd with Thorns and Branches; with a 
quadrangular incloſure of Stakes at the end of it, 
the entry of which was very narrow. They gave 
me to know, that they uſed to hunt Harts in that 
place, and promis'd to divert me with the ſhew, as 
ſoon as the Incloſures were a little mended. In ef- 
fect, they carry d me two or three Leagues off, up- 
on ſuch Roads as had nothing on either ſide but 
Fens and Marſhes ; and after they had diſpers'd them- 
ſelves, ſome on one hand and ſome on the other, 
with a Dog for every Man; I ſaw a great many. 
Harts running to and again, in queſt of places of 
Safety. The Savage that F kept company with, 
aſſur'd me, that he and I had no occaſion to walk 
very faſt, becauſe he had took the ſtraighteſt and 
the neareſt Road. Before us we ſaw above ten 
Harts, which were foro d to turn back, rather than 
throw themſelves into the Marſh, of which they 
could never get clear. At laſt, after walking a 
great pace, and running now and then, we arriv'd 
at the Park, and found the Savages lying flat upon 
the Ground all round it, in order to ſhut up the 
the entry of the ſtake Incloſure as ſoon as the Harts 
enter d. We found thirty five Harts in the place, 
and, if the Park had been better fenc'd, we might 
have had above ſixty ; for the nimbleſt and lighteſt 
of em, skip'd over before they came to enter the 


Incloſure. We kill'd a great many of em, but 
ſpar'd the Dams, becauſe they were great with young. 


I askK'd of the Savages the Tongues and the Marrow 
of the Harts, which they gave me, very readily. 
'The Fleſh was very fat, but not delicious, except- 
ing ſome few bits about the Ribs. But after all, 
this was not our only Game; for two days after 
we went a Bear-hunting, and the Savages who ſpend 
three parts of four of their life in Hunting in the 
Woods, are very dexterous at that Exerciſe, eſpeei- 
ally in finigling out che Trunks of the Trees upon 
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which the Bears Neſtle. I could not but admire 


their knowledge in that Point, when, as we were 
walking up and down in a Foreſt, at the diſtance 


of an hundred Paces one from another, I heard one 
Savage call to another, Here's a Bear. I askt em how 
he knew that there wasa Bear upon the Tree which 
he knock'd with his Axe; and they all reply'd, that 
*twas as eaſily diſtinguiſh'd as the print of an Elks. 
foot in the Snow. For five or ſix times they never 
miſs d; for after they had knock'd two or three 
times upon the Trunk of the Tree, the Bear came 
out of its hole, and was preſently ſhot. The Cana- 


da Bears are extream black, but not miſchievous, 
for they never attack one, unleſs they be wounded 


or fird upon. They are fo fat, eſpecially in the 
Autumn, that they can ſcarce walk: Thoſe which 
we kill'd were extream fat, but their fat is good for 
nothing but to be burnt, whereas their Fleſh, and, 
above all, their Feet are very nice Victuals. The 
Savages affirm, that no Fleſh is fo delicious as that 
of Bears; and indeed, I think they are in the right 
of it. While we rang'd up and down in queſt of 
Bears, we had the pleaſure of ſpying fome Martins 
and wild Cats upon the branches of the Trees, which 
the Savages ſhot in the Head to preſerve their Skin” 
But the mo{t Comical thing I ſaw, was the Stupi- 
dity of the Wood-hens, which fit upon the Trees 
in whole Flocks, and are kill'd one after another, 
without ever offering to ftir. Commonly the Sa- 
vages ſhoot at em with Arrows, for they ſay they 


are not worth a ſhoot of Powder, which is able to 


kill an Elk or an Hart. I have ply'd this fore of 
Fowling in the Neighbourhood of our Cantons or 
Habitations in the Winter time, wich the help of a 
Dog who found out the Trees by ſcent, and then 
bark d; upon which I approach'd to the Tree, and 
found the Fowls upon the Branches. When 
the thaw came, I went two or three Leagues fur- 


ther 
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ther up the Lake, in Company with ſome Canadeſe; 
on purpoſe to ſee that Fowl flap with its Wings. 
Believe me, Sir, this ſight is one of the greateſt Cu- 
rioſities in the World; for their flapping makes a 
noiſe much like that of a Drum all about, for the 
ſpace of a Minute or thereabouts z then the noiſe 
ceaſes for half a quarter of an Hour, after which 
it begins again. By this noiſe we were directed to 
the place where the unfortunate Moor-hens far, 
and found em upon rotten moſſy Trees. By flap- 
ping one Wing againſt the other, they mean to call 
their Mates; and the humming noiſe that inſues 
thereupon, may be heard half a quarter of a League 
off. This they do only in the Months of April; 
May, September, and October; and, which is very re- 
markable, a Moorhen never flaps in this manner, 
but upon one Tree. It begins at the break of day; 
and gives over at nine a Clock in the Morning, till 
about an hour before Sunſet that it flutters again, 
and continues ſo to do till Night: J proteſt to you, 
that IJ have frequently contented my ſelf with ſee- 
ing and admiring the flapping of their Wings with- 
out offering to ſhoot at 'em. 8 | 

Beſides the pleaſure of fo many different forts of 
Diverſion, I was likewiſe entertain'd in the Woods 
with the company of the honeſt old Gentlemen that 
livd in former Ages. Honeſt Homer, the amiable 
Anacreon, and my dear Lucian, were my inſepara- 
ble Companions. Ariſtotle too deſir d paſſionately 
to go along with us, but my Canow was too little 
to hold his bulky Equipage of Peripatetick Silo- 
giſms: So that he was e'en fain to trudge back to 
the Jeſuits, who vouchſaf'd him a very honourable 
Reception. I had a great deal of reaſon to rid my 
ſelf of that great Philoſopher's Company; for his 
ridiculous Jargon, and his ſenſeleſs Terms, would 
have frighted the Savages out of their wits. Fare- 
well, Sir, I am now arriv'd at once at the end of 
F | my 
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my Game and my Letter. I have heard no News 

from Quebec, where they continue to make mighty 
Preparations for ſome conſiderable Enterpriſe. 'Vime 
will diſcover a great many things, an Account of 
which I mean to tranſmit to you by the Ships that 
are to leave this Harbour in the end of Autumn. I 
conclude with my uſual Compliment, 
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LETTER AMIE 


Dated at Sr. Helens, over-againſt Monreal, 
Je 8. 2687. 


— c 
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The Chevalier de Vaudreuil arrives in Canada 
with ſome Troops. Both the Regular Troops 

and the Militia, are poſted at St. Helens, in 
a readineſs to march againſt the Iroquele. 


SIR, 
1 Have ſuch a budget. full of News, that I know 


not where to begin. I receiv'd Letters but now 
from Mr. Senelay's Office; by which I have Advice, 
that Orders are ſent to Mr. Denonville to allow me to 
go for France, upon my private Concerns. No lon- 
4 ger ſince than Yeſterday, he told me I ſhould have 
. Leave to go after the Campaign is over. My Rela- 
N tions write, that the procuring of this Leave coſt em 
i a great deal of pains ;| and that the ſooner I come to 
Para, cwill be the better for me. 
The Governour arriv'd at Monreal three or four 
4 days ago, with all the Militia of the Country, who 
lie now incamp'd along with our Troops in that 
Iand. Mr. D' Amblemont has been at Quebec this 
Month, with five or fix ſecond Rate Ships, 3 1 
. a ail d ＋ 
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ſail'd from Roche! thither in 28 days. He brought 
oyer with him ten or twelve Companies of Marines, 
whe. are to guard the Colony while we invade the 
Trogag Country. Tis ſaid, that laſt Year Mr. De- 
nonville ſent ſeveral Canadeſe, that were known and 
eſteem'd by the Savages, our Allies, who live upon 
the Banks of the Lakes and the adjacent Countries, 
with Orders to engage em to favour our Deſign of 
extirpating the Iroqueſe. In the Winter he made Ma- 
gazines of Ammunition and Proviſions, and now he 
has ſent ſeveral Canows, laden with Proviſions, to 
Fort Frontenac, and given Orders for the building of 
an infinite number of ſuch Boats as I defcrib'd in my 
fourth Letter, for the 'Tranſporting of our twenty 
Companies of Marines. The Militia who are in- 
camp'd in this Iſland along with our Troops, make 
fifteen hundred Men, and are join'd by five hundred 
of the converted Savages that live in the Neighbour- 
hood of Quebec and the Ifland of Monreal. The Che- 
valier Vaudreuil, who is come from France to Com- 
mand our Troops, is reſolv'd to appear in the Field, 
notwithſtanding the Fatigue of his Paſſage to Canada: 
and the Governour of Monreal is of the ſame mind. 
Mr. de Champigni, the Intendant of this Country, 
went from hence to Fort Frontenac two days ago. 
The day after to morrow, Mr. de Denonville means 
to march at the Head of his little Army, being ac- 
company 'd with an ancient Troqueſe, that is very 
much reſpected by the five Cantons. The Hiſtory 
and various Adventures of this old Gentleman, are 
too tedious to bear a Relation in this place. Every 
body is apprehenſive that this Expedition will prove 
as ſucceſſeſs as that of Mr. de la Barre: And if their 
Apprehenſions are not diſappointed, the King lays 
out his Money to no purpoſe. For my own part, 
when I reflect upon the Attempt we made three 
Yeats ago, I can't but think it impoſſible for us to 
ſucceed, Time will _— the Conſequences of 
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this Expedition; and perhaps we may come to re- 
pent, tho? too late, of our complying with the Ad- 
vice of ſome Diſturbers of the Publick Peace, who 
project to enlarge their private Fortunes in a general 
Commotion. I lay this down for an unconteſted 
Truth, that we are not able to deſtroy the Iroqueſe by 
our felves : beſides, what occaſion have we to trou- 
ble em, ſince they give us no Provacation 2 How- 
ever, let the Event be what it will, I fhall not fail 
upon my Return to tranſmit you a Journal of our 
Actions, unleſs it be, that I embarque for "Roche, 
and deliver it my ſelf: In the mean time, believe 
me to be, ; 

| SIR, 


Yours, &c. 


LETTEFRM 
Dated at Niagara, Aug. 2. 1687. 


Repreſenting the unfavourable Iſſue of the Cam- 
paignu made in the Iroqueſe Country; the Diſ- 
covery of an Ambuſcade ; and the iſſuing of Or- 
ders for the Author to march with a Detach. 
ment to the great Lates. 


S 1 R, 5 
I. has been a Maxim in all Ages, That the Events 


of things are not always anſwerable to Mens Ex- 
pectations: When Men form to themſelves a promi- 
ſing proſpect of compaſſing their Ends, they fre- 
3 meet with the mortification of ſeeing them- 
clves diſappointed. This I ſpeak by way of applica- 
tion to my ſelf; for inſtead of going for France, pur- 
ſuant to the Contents of the Letter I writ to you 
5 | wo 
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two Months ago, I am now oblig'd to ſtraggle to 
one End of the World, as you'll find by the follow- 
ing Journal of our Expedition. | 
We broke up from St. Helens much about the time 
I ſpoke of in my laſt. Mr. de Champigni went before 
us with a ſtrong Guard, and arriv'd in a Canow at 
Fort Frontenac, eight or ten days before we carne up. 
As ſoon as he arriv'd, he ſent two or three hundred 
Canadeſe to ſurpriſe. the Villages of Kente and Gane- 
ouſſe, which lie at the diſtance of ſeven or eight 
Leagues from the Fort, and are inhabited by a fore 
of Iroqueſe, that deſerv'd no other Uſage than what 
they met with. Our Canadeſe had no great difficulty 
in maſtering them; for they furpris'd em when they 
leaſt thought of any Alarm, and brought em Priſo- 
ners to Fort Frontenac, where they were tied to Poſts 
with Cords round their Necks, Hands, and Feet. 
We arriv'd at the Fort on the firſt of Faly, after the 
encountering of ſeveral Difficulties among the Wa- 
ter-falls, Cataracts, and Currents, that I formerly 
deſcrib'd to you in my Account of Mr. de la Barre's 
Expedition. We were more perplex'd in this Voy- 
age than the former; for our Boats were fo heavy, 
that we could not tranſport em over Land as we did 
the Canows, but were oblig'd to drag em up through 
the impracticable Paſſes with the force of Men and 
Ropes. Immediately upon our Debarquing, I went 
ſtraight to the Fort, where I ſaw the miſerable Pri- 
ſoners in the abovemention'd Poſture. The fight of 
= this piece of Tyranny fill'd me at once with Com- 
3 paſlion and Horror; but in the mean time the poor 
3 Wretches ſung Night and Day, that being the cuſto- 
mary Practice of the People of Canada when they 
fall into the hands of their Enemies. They com- 
plaind, *© That they were betray'd without any 
ground; that in compenſation for the care they 
had took ever ſince the Peace to furniſh the Garri- 
© ſon with Fiſh and Veniſon, they were bound and 
1 F 4 tied 
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© cied to Poſts, and whip'd in ſuch a manner, that 
* they could neither ſleep, nor guard off the Flies ; 
that the only Requital they met with for procuring 
© to the French a Commerce in the Skins of Beavers 
* and other Animals, was, to be doom'd to Slavery, 
* and to ſee their Fathers, and the ancient Men of 
© their Country, murder'd before their eyes. Are 
© theſe the French, ſaid they, that the Feſuirs cry'd up 

<{> much for Men of Probity and Honour ? Even 
the cruelleſt ſort of Death that Imagination it {elf 
© can reach, would be nothing to us in compariſon 
with the odious and horrible e of the Blood 
* of our Anceſtors, that is ſhed ſo inhumanely before 


© cur eyes. Aſſuredly, the five Villages will revenge 


our Quarrel, and entertain an everlaiting and juſt 
G Refentmenc of the tyrannical Uſage we now meet 

* with.” I made up to one of theſe Wretches that 
was about five and twenty Years old, and had fre- 
quently regal'd me_in {his Hutt, not far from the 
Fort, during my ſix Weeks Service i in that Place in 
the Year of Mr. de la Barre's Expedition. This poor 
Man being Maſter of the Algonkin Language, I gave 
him to know, that I was heartily griev'd to ſee him 
ia that diſmal Poſture ; that! would take care to 
have Victuals and Drink convey d to him twice a 
day, and would give him Letters for my Friends at 
 Minreal, in order to his being us'd more favourably 
than his Companions. He reply'd, That he ſaw and 
was very well acquainted with the Horror that moſt 
of the French were affected with, upon the view of 
the Cruelty they underwent z and, that he ſcorn d 
to be fed, or us d more civilly than his Fellow Pri- 
ſoners. He gave me an account of the manner in 
which they were ſurpris d, and how their Anceſtors 
were maſſacred; and truly , I do not believe that any 
one can be touch 'd with more cutting and bitter Re- 
flexions than this poor Man was, when he recounted 
the many Services he had done the French, Curing 


the 
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the whole courſe of his Life: At laſt, after many 
Sighs and Groans, he bow'd down his Head, and 
wrap'd himſelf vp in Silence. Quæque poteſt narrat, 
reſtabant ultima flevit, But this was not the only 
thing that affected me, when I beheld the miſery of 
theſe innocent Creatures: I faw ſome young Sava- 
ges of our fide burn their Fingers with Fire in their 
lighted Pipes; which provok'd me to threſn em 
foundly : but I was. ſeverely reprimanded for my 
pains, and confin'd to my Tent for five or fix days, 
where I only repented that I had not dealt my blows 


in a double meafure. Theſe Savages reſented the 


matter fo highly, that they ran preſently to their 
Hutts, and flew to their Fuices, in order to kill me. 
Nay, all that could be done was ſcarce ſufficient to 


appeaſe em; for the Diſpute came to that heighth, 
that they would have left us, if it had not been that . 


our Men aſſur'd em I was [| drunk, 
that all the French were prohibited |] Among the Savages, 
to give me either Wine or Brandy, unten Perſons are 


' . a always excus d: for, 
and that I ſhould certainly be im- he Bucle atrones for 


priſon'd as ſoon as the Campaign 4 Crimes. 


- were over. However, the poor 


Wretches, the Priſoners, were carried to Quebec; 
from whence they are to be ſent to the French Gal- 
leys. Much about that time, the Sieur de la Foreſt, 
one of the Mr. de la Sall's Officers, arriv'd at the 
Fort in a great Canow, being condudted thither by 
eight or ten Coureurs de Bous. He gave Mr. de Denon- 
ville to underſtand, that a Party of the 1lineſe and 


the Oumami waited for the Hurons and the Outaonas 


at the Lake of St. Claire, in order to joyn 'em, and 
to march with joint Forces to the River of the To- 
nontouaus, that being the place of their general Ren- 
dez vous. He added, that in the Lake of the Hurons 
near Miſuimakinac, Mr. de la Durantas, aſſiſted by 
the Savage or Allies, had taken an Engliſh Com- 
pany conducted by ſome Trequeſe, who had fifty 
„%%% NV dchouſand 
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thouſand Crowns-worth of Goods in their Canows, 
to be diſpos'd of in exchange with the Nations that 
dwell upon theſe Lakes: as alſo, That Mr. Dulbut 
had taken another Engliſh Convoy, being aſſiſted by 
the Coureurs de Bozs, and the Savages, who had ſhar'd 
the former Capture; and that he had kept the Eng- 
Iſh and Iroqueſe as Priſoners, as well as their Com- 
mander, who was call'd Major Gregory. In fine, he 
repreſented to Mr. de Denonville, that twas high time 
for him to ſet out from Fort Frontenac, if he mean'd 


to appear at the general Rendezvous, where the | 


Auxiliary Troops ſent from the Lakes would arrive 
very ſpeedily. The next day, being the 3d of July, 
the Sieur de la Foreſt embarqued again for Niagara, 
and ſteer'd to the North- ſidè of the Lake. At the 


ſame time we embarqued, and ſtood to the oppoſite 


ſide of the Lake, being favour'd by the Calms which 
in that Month are very common. | 

By good luck, our whole Body arriv'd almoſt at 
one and the ſame time in the River of the Tſonontou- 
ans; and upon that occaſion, the Savages, our Al- 
lies, who draw Predictions from the moſt trifling 
Accidents, ſhew'd their wonted Superſtition in ta- 
king this for an infallible Preſage of the utter De- 
ſtruction of the Troqueſe : tho after all they prov'd 
falſe Prophets, as you will find by the ſequel of this 
Letter. The ſame Night that we Landed, we hawl'd 
our Canows and Boats out of the Water, and ſet a 
ſtrong Guard upon em. This done, we built a Fort 


of Stakes or Pales, where we left the Sieur Dorvillers 


with four hundred Men to guard our Shipping and 
Baggage. Tae next day, a young Canadeſe, call d Fon- 


' raine Marion, was unjuſtly ſhot to death. His caſe 


ſtood thus: Having travell'd frequently all over this 
Continent, he was perfectly well acquainted with 
the Country, and with the Savages of Canada; and 
after the doing of ſeveral good Services to the King, 
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nue his Travels, in order to carry on ſome little 
Trade: but his Requeſt was never granted. Upon 
that he reſolv'd to remove to New England, the two 
Crowns being then in Peace. The Planters of New 
England gave him a very welcome Reception; for 
he was an active Fellow, and one that underſtood 
almoſt all the Languages of the Savages. Upon this 
Conſideration he was employ'd to conduct the two 
Engliſh Convoys I ſpoke of but now, and had the 
Misfortune to be taken along with them. Now, to 
my mind, the Uſage he met with from us was ex- 
cream hard; for, we are in Peace with England > 
and beſides, that Crown lays Claim to the Property 
of the Lakes of Canada. ä 
The next Day we began our March towards the 

great Village of the Tſonontouans, without any other 
Proviſions than ten Biskets a Man, which every one 
carry d for himſelf. We had but ſeven Leagues to 
march in a great Woad of tall Trees, upon a ſmooth 
even Ground. The Coureurs de Bou, with a Party 
of the Savages, led the Van, and the reſt of the Sava- 
ges brought up the Rear, our Regular Troops and 
our Militia being poſted in the middle. The firſt 
Day the Army march'd four Leagues, and the ad- 
vanc'd Guards made no Diſcovery. The ſecond Day 
our advanc'd Parties march'd up to the very Fields of 
the Village without perceiving any thing, tho' they 
paſt within a Piſtol-ſhot of five hundred Tlonontouans, 
who lay flat upon the Ground, and ſuffer'd *em to 
paſs and repaſs without moleſtation. Upon their In- 
telligence we march'd up with equal Precipitation 
and Confuſion, being bouy'd up with the Apprehen- 
ſion that the Iroqueſe had fled, and that at leaſt their 
Women, Children, and ſuperannuated Perſons would 
tall into our hands. When we arriv'd at the bottom 
of the Hill upon which the Ambuſcade was plac'd, 
at the diſtance of a quarter of a League from the Vil- 
lage, they began to rails their wonted Cry, which 

| | | was 
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was follow'd by the firing of ſome Muskets. Had 
you but ſeen, Sir, what Diſorder our Troops and | 
Militia were in amidſt the thick Trees, you would 
have joyn'd with me, in thinking that ſeveral thou- Þ 
ſands of Europeans are no more than a ſufficient num. 
ber to make head apainſt five hundred Barbarians. Our 
Battalions were divided into ſtraggling Parties, who 
fell in to the right and left, without knowing where 
they went. Inſtead of firing upon the Troqueſe, we | 
fir d upon one another. Twas to no purpoſe to call | 
in the Soldiers of ſuch and ſuch a Battalion, for we | 
could not ſee thirty Paces off: In fine, we were fo | 
diſorder'd, that the Enemy were going to cloſe in up- 
on us with their Clubs in their hands; when the Sa. 
vages of our ſide having rally'd, repuls'd the Enemy, 
and purſu'd em to their Villages with ſo much fury, 
that they brought off the Heads of eighty, and 
wounded a great many. - In this Action we loſt ten 
Savages, and a hundred French : We had twenty or 
ewo and twenty wounded, in which number was 
the good Father Angeleran the Jeſuit, who receiv'd a 
Musket-ſhot in thoſe Parts which Origen choſe to lop 
off, in order to qualify himſelf for inſtructing the 
Fair Sex without the diſturbance of Paſſion, or the 
danger of Scandal. When the Savages brought in 
the Heads of their Enemies to Mr. de Denonville, they 
ask'd him why he halted, and did not march up? 
He made Anſwer, That he could not leave his 
wounded Men behind, and that he thought it pro- 
per to encamp, that the Surgeons might have time 
to dreſs their Wounds. To obviate this Pretence, 
the Savages offer'd to make Litters for the tranſport- 
ing of em to the Village that lay but a little way off. 
But our General did not approve of their Advice; 
upon which, notwithſtanding his Remonſtrances, |? 
they drew up into a Body, and tho' they conſiſted 
of ten different Nations, agreed in a joynt Reſoluti- 
on of purſuing their Enemy, in hopes of taking, 0 1 
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TS tcaſt their Women, their Old-men, and their Chil- 


dren. Our General being acquainted with their Re- 
ſolution, gave *em to know, that he earneſtly deſfir'd 
they would reſt for one day, and not depart from 
his Camp, and that the next day he would burn their 
Villages, and ſtarve em to Death by ſpoiling their 
Crops. But they took this Compliment ſo ill, that 
molt of em return'd to their own Country; remon- 
ſtrating, That the French came out to fetch a Walk, 
© rather than to wage War, ſince they would not 
© take the Advantage of the beſt Opportunity in the 
© World : That their Ardour, like a flaſh of Fire, 
© was extinguiſh'd as ſoon as kindled : That *twas a 
© fruitleſs Adventure, to draw together ſo many 
© Warriours, from all Parts, to burn ſome Hutts of 
© Bark, that the Enemy could rebuild in four days: 
That the T/onontouans did not matter the ſpoiling of 
© their Corn, for that the other Iroqueſe Nations were 
* able to ſupply em: And in fine, That ſince they 
© had joyn'd the French twice together to no purpoſe, 
* they would never cruſt em for the future, in ſpite 


© of all the Remonſtrances they could make. Some 
are of the opinion, that Mr. de Denonville ought to 
have gone farther ; and others affirm, that 'twas im- 
pollible for him to do more than he did. For my 
part, I ſhall not venture upon any Deciſion of the 
matter; thoſe who fit at the Helm are moſt liable © 
to be perplex'd. To purſue the bare matter of Fact; 
ve march'd next day to the great Village, and car- 
2 ry'd our wounded Men upon Litters : but we found 


nothing there but Aſhes; for the Iroqueſe had burnt 


| the Village themſelves, by way of Precaution. Then 


we ſpent five or ſix days in cutting down the Indian 
Corn with our Swords. From thence we march'd 


do the two little Villages of the Thegaronbies and the 


Danoncaritaoui, which lay about two or three Leagues 
off. Having done the like Exploits there, we re- 


3 turn d to the Lake fide, In all theſe Villages we 


found 


mean to leave 120 Soldiers under the command of 


of the Streight of Herrie Lake, upon a Hill; at the | 
foot of which, that Lake falls into the Lake of Frey. 
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found plenty of Horſes, black Cattel, Fowl, and 
Hogs. All the Country round afforded us a very] 
charming, pleaſant, and even Proſpect. The Fo. 
reſts thro which we march' d- were repleniſh'd with 
Oak, Wall- nut, and wild Cheſnut-Trees. 

Two days after we imbarqu'd for Niagara, which 
lay thirty Leagues off, and arriv'd there in four 
days. As ſoon as the Troops had debarqu'd, we | 
imploy'd 'em in making a Fort of Pales with four | 
Baſtions, which was finiſh'd in three days. Here we 


Mr. des Bergeres, with Ammunition and Proviſions | 
for eight Months. The Fort ſtands on the South fide 


rewac. Yeſterday the Savages our Allies took leave 
of Mr. de Denonville, and made a Speech after 
their uſual manner; in which, among other things, 
they inſinuated, That they were pleas'd to ſee 2 
Fort fo conveniently plac'd, which might favour 
their retreat upon any Expedition againſt the Vo- 
gueſe ; That they depended upon his promiſe, of 
continuing the War till the five Nations ſhould be 
either deſtroy'd or diſpoſſeſs d of their Country; 
That they earneſtly defir'd that part of the Army [| 
ſhould take the Field out of hand, and continue in 
it both Winter and Summer, for that they would 
certainly do the ſame on their part; and in fine, 
That for as much as their Alliance with France was 
chiefly grounded upon the promiſes the French made 
of liſtening to no Propoſals of Peace, till the five 
Nations ſhould be quite extirpated ; they therefore 
hop'd they would be as good as their Word; «ſp:- 
cially conſidering that a Ceſſation of Arms would! 
fully the honour of the French, and infallibly dif- Þ* 
engage their Allies. Mr. de Denonville gave them freſh þ* 
allurances of his intention to carry on the War, 
in ſpite of all the efforts of the Iroqueſe;z and in a 
| was 
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word, proteſted that he would proſecute this deſign 


ſo vigorouſly, that in the end theſe Barbarians ſhould 
be either quite cut off, or oblig d to ſhift' their 


_ Seats. 


The General call'd for me that very day, and ac- 


quainted me, that in regard I underſtood the Lan- 


guage of the Savages, I was to go with a Detach. 


ment*to cover their Country purſuant to their Rea e 


queſt. At the ſame time he aſſur'd me, he would in- 


form the Court of the Reaſons that mov'd him to 


detain me in Canada, notwithſtanding that he had 
orders to give me leave to go home. You may eaſily 
gueſs, Sir, that I was thunderſtruck with theſe 
News, when I had fed my ſelf all along with the 
hopes of returning to France, and promoting my 
Intereſt, which is now ſo much thwarted. Howe- 
ver, I was forc'd to be contented; for the greater 
Power bears the ſway all the World over. Purſu- 
ant to my orders, I made all ſuitable preparations 
for my Voyage, without loſs of time. I took leave 
of my Friends, who ſingled out the beſt Soldiers 
for me; and made me Preſents of Cloaths, Tobac- 
co, Books, and an infinity of other things, that they 
could ſpare without any inconveniency, becauſe 
they were then upon their return to the Colony, 
which affords every thing that one can defire. By 
good luck, I brought my Aftrolabe with me from 
Monreal, which will enable me to take the Latitudes 
of this Lake, and to make ſeveral other uſeful Ob- 


$ fervations; for in all appearance, I ſhall be out two 
3 years or ſuch a matter. The Men of my Detach- 


ment are brisk proper fellows, and my Canows are 
both new and large. I am to go along with Mr. 


Dulbut, a Lions Gentleman, who is a Perſon of 


great Merit, and has done his King and his Coun- 
try very conſiderable Services. Mr. de Tonti makes 
another of our Company; and a Company of Sa- 
Vages is to follow us, Mr. de Denonville will ſet out 


for 
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for the Colony by the North ſide of the Lake of 
Frontenac, in two or three days. He deſigns to leave 
at Fort Frontenac, a number of Men and Ammuni- 
tion equal to what he leaves here. I herewith tranſ- 
mit ſome Letters for my Relations, which I beg 
vou would convey to their Hands. If I meet with 
any opportunity, I'll ſend you a Journal of my 
Voyage the next year. In the mean time, I am, 


Yours, &c. 


2 * — - 2 b p a — 


LET ER MY- 
Dated at Miſilimakinac May 26. 1688. 


The Author leaves Niagara, and has an Tncour- 
ter with the Iroqueſe at the end of the Land- 
Carriage. The after part of his Voyage. A 
Deſcription of the Country. Jide arrives at 
Fort St. Joſeph in the Mouth of the Lake of 
Hurons. 4 Detachment of the Hurons arrive 
at the ſame place, After an Ingagement, they 

+ ſet out for Miſſilimakinac. A ſtranze Adven- 

ture of Mr. de la Salle's Brother. Miliilima- 
kinac deſcrib'd, + 


. a 
1 Am at a loſs to determine whether tis owing to 
Stupidity, or greatnefs of Mind, that the loſs of 
my Eſtate, which I infallibly foreſee, do's not at all 
affect me: Your Letter is but too ſhrewd a confir- 
mation of my Prophecy: However, I cannot but 
Fus, your ſeaſonable advice in writing to Court; 


= 


i = 
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in the mean time ſuffer me to ſatisfie my promiſe, 
in preſenting you with a relation of my Voyages. 
I imbarqued at Niagara Auguſt 3. on board a Ca- 
now mann'd with eight Soldiers of my Detach- 
ment; and after running three Leagues againſt the 
Current of the Streight, came that ſame day to the 
place where the Navigation ſtops. There I met 
with the Sieur Griſolon de la Tourette, Brother to Mr. 
Dulbut, who had ventut'd to come from Miſſilima- 
kinac with a ſingle Canow to joyn the Army. The 
4th we commenc'd our great Land-Carriage to the 
Southward, being oblig'd to tranſport our Canows 
from a League and a half below the great Fall of 
Niagara, to half a League above it. Before we got 
at any beaten or level Path, we were forc'd to 
climb up three Mountains, upon which an hundred 
Troqueſe might have knock'd us all on che head with 
Stones. While we were imploy'd in this tranſport 
Service, we were alarm'd twice or thrice; which 
cautionꝰd us to keep a ſtrict guard, and to tranſpart 
our Baggage with all poffible Expedition: Nav, 
after all our precautions we were forc'd to leave one 
half of our Baggage about half way, upon the dif- 
covery of a thouſand Iroqueſe that march'd towards 


= os. Do you jndge, Sir, if we had not ſome rea- 


fon to be alarm'd; and whether we would ſtand to 
Sacrifice all to the natural principle of Self preſer- 
vation; tho' indeed we were in danger of loſing 
our Lives as well as our Baggage: for we had not 
imbarqued above the Fall half 2 quarter of an hour, 
when the Enemy appear'd upon the Streight fide. 
I aſſare you, T 'feap'd very narrowly; for about 2 
quarter of an hour before, F and three or four 
Savages had gone five hundred paces out of our 
Road, to look upon that fearful Cataract; and 'ewas 
as much as I could do, to get at the Canows be- 
fore they pat off. To be taken by ſuch cruel Fel- 
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| lows, was to me no trifling thing, 
»The Prifoners ca- I morir e niente, ma il vivere brugi- 
ken by the Trogueſe ando & troppo. To die is nothing, 
are frequently burnt. but 1 live in the midſt of Fire * is too 

| muc EY 

As for the Waterfall of Niagara; tis ſeven or 
2080 hundred foot high, and half a League broad. 

owards the middle of it we deſcry an Iſland that 
leans towards the Precipice, as if it were ready to 
fall. All the Beaſts that croſs the Water within 
half a quarter of a League above this unfortunate 
Ifland, are ſuck'd in by force of the Stream: And 
the Beaſts and Fiſh that are thus kill'd by the prodi- 
gious fall, ſerve for food to fifty Iroqueſe, who are 
fetled about two Leagues off, and take em out of 
the water with their Canows. Between the ſurface 
of the water that ſhelves off prodigiouſſy, and the 
foot of the Precipice, three Men may croſs in a 
breaſt without any other dammage, than a ſprick- 
ling of ſome few drops of water. 

To return to the Story of the thouſand Iroqueſe; 
muſt tell you, that we croſs'd the Streight with all the 
vigour we were maſters of, and after rowing all 
Night, arriv'd next Morning at the mouth of the 
Lake, which appear'd to be indifferent rapid. Then 
we were ſecure from all danger, for the Iroqueſe Ca- 
nows are fo dull and large, that they cannot fail 
near ſo quick as thoſe made of Birch-bark. The 
former are made of Eim-bark, which is very heavy, 
and their form is very aukard ; for they are fo long 
and broad that thirty Men row in them, two a- 
breaſt, whether fitting or ſtanding, and the ſides are 
fo low, that they, dare not venture em upon the 
Lakes, tho' the wind be very ſlack. We coaſted a- 
long the North-Coaſt of the Lake of Erie, being 
favour'd by the Caims,which arein a manner conſtant 
in that ſeaſon, eſpecially in the Southern Countries. 
Upon the brink of this Lake we frequently ſaw 

flocks 
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flocks of fifty or ſixty Turkey's, which run incredi- 
bly faſt upon the Sands: And the Savages of our 
Company kill'd great numbers of em, which they 
gave to us in exchange for the Fiſh that we catch'd. 
The 25: we arriv'd at a long point of Land which 
ſhoots out 14 or 15 Leagues into the Lake; and the 
heat being exceflive, we choſe to tranſport our Boats 
and Baggage two hundred paces over-land, rather 
than coaſt about for thirty five Leagues. Septemb. 6. 
Weenter'd the Streight of the Lake of Huron, where 
we met with a ſlack Current of half a League in 
breadth, that continued till we arriv'd in the Lake 
of St. Claire, which is twelve Leagues in Circumfe- 
tence. The 8h of the ſame Month we ſteer'd on 
to the other end, from whence we had but \ ſix 
Leagues to run againſt the ſtream, till we arriv'd in 
the Mouth of the Lake of Huront, where we landed 
on the 14th. You cannot imagine the pleaſant 
proſpect of this Streight, and of the little Lake; for 
their banks are cover'd with all ſorts of wild Fruit- 
Trees. *Tis true, the want of Agriculture ſinks the 


agrxeableneſs of the Fruit; but their plenty is very 


ſurpriſing. We ſpy'd no other Animals upon the 
ſhoar, but Herds of Harts, and Roe-bucks: And 
when we came to little Iſlands, we ſcour'd 'em, in 
order to oblige theſe Beaſts to crofs over to the Con- 
tinent, upon which they offering to ſwim over, 
were knock'd on the head by our Canow- men that 
were planted all round the Iſlands, After our ar- 
rival at the Fort, of which I was orderd to take 
poſſeſſion, Mr. Dulbut and Mr. de Tonti had a mind 
to reſt themſelves for ſome days, as well} as the 
Savages that accompany'd us. This Fort, which 


was built by Mr. Dulbut, was Garriſon'd upon his 


own charges by the Coureurs de Bois, who had taken 


care to ſow in it ſome Buſhels of Turkey-Wheat, 


which afforded a plentiful Crop, that prov'd of great 
ue to ine. The —_— {urcendred their Poſt 5 
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ry chearfully to my Detachment ; and then purſu- 


ed their Commerce with our Savages, for every one 


had leave to go where he pleas'd. This gave me an op- 


portunity of ſending two Canows under a guard of 


Soldiers, to diſpoſe of a great Roll of Tobacco 
of 200, weight, that Mr. Dalhut had kindly preſent- 
ed me with; for that honeſt Gentleman inform'd 
me, that my Soldiers might eaſily purchaſe Corn in 
exchange for Tobacco, ſooner than for any other 


Commodities. I am obligd to him as long as I 


live ; but I am much affraid, the Treaſurer of the 
Navy will make him no better compenſation for this 
piece of Service, than for a thouſand other disburſe- 
ments upon the King's account. The Soldiers I 
fent with the Tobacco, return'd in the latter end 
of November, and brought with em the Reverend 
Father Avenau the Jeſuit, who found no occaſion 
to trouble himſelf with preaching up Abſtinence 
from Meat in the time of Lent. They brought ad- 
vice, that a Party of the *Hurons being prepar'd to 
march out of cheir Villages, to attack the Iroqueſe 
Beaver-hunters, would ſpeedily repair to the Fort to 
reſt themſelves. In the mean time I waited with 
impatience tor the arrival of one Turcct, and four 
more of the Conreurs de Bois, who were to come to me 
in the beginning of December, along with ſome other 
Huntſmen that Mr. de Denonville, had promis'd to 
fend me: But hearing nothing of 'em, and our 
Commons being at that time very ſhore, I ſhould 
have been very much pinch'd, it four young Cana- 
deſe who were expert Huntſinen, had not tarry'd 
with me all Winter. The above-mention'd Party 
of the Harons arriv'd Decemb. 2. being: headed by 
one Saentſcuan, who left me his Canow and his Bag- 
gage, to keep till he return'd; for he could not 
poſſibly continue his Navigation longer, upon the 
account that the ſurface of the water begau then to 
be cover'd with Ice. Theſe Savages choſe to march 

over- 
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over-land to the Fort of Niagara, where they ex- 
pected to receive intelligence before they enter d the 


Country of the Iroqueſe. They march'd ten days, 


i. e. fifty Leagues, without ſeeing one Soul. But at 
laſt their Scouts perceiv'd the foot-ſteps of ſome 
Huntſmen , which they trac'd at a great pace for 
a whole Night, the Snow being then a foot deep. 
Towards the break of day they return'd, and gave 
notice to their Fellow-Adventurers, that they had 
diſcover'd fix Hutts, with ten Men lodg'd in each 
of em. Upon this Intelligence the whole party 
made a halt, in order to paint their faces, to pre- 
pare their Arms, and to concert proper Meaſures, 
The attack was ſo form'd, that two Men made 
ſoftly up to the two doors of the Hutts with their 
Clubs in their Hands, to knock down any one that 
offer'd to come out, while the reſt were imploy'd in fi- 
ring their pieces. And the Action was crown'd with 
wonderful Succeſs; for the Iroqueſe being ſurpriz d 
and ſhut up in their bark Priſons, there was but 
two out of ſixty four that made their eicape; and 
theſe two being naked and deſtitute of Fire-Arms, 
could not but periſh in the Woods. Three of the 
Hurons indeed were kill'd upon the ſpot, but to at- 
tone for that loſs, the Agreſſors carry'd off four- 
teen Priſoners, and four Women. This done, they 
march'd back to my Fort with all poſſible Expedi- 
tion. Among the Captive Slaves, there were three 
who had made part of the number of the 1000 Iro- 
queſe that thought to have ſurpris'd us the year be- 
fore, when we were imploy'd in the great Land- 
Carriage at Niagara. They gave us to unders 
ſtand, that the Fort of Niagara was block d up by 
eight hundred Iroqueſe, who mean'd to appear be- 
fore my Poſt without any delay. This troubleſom 
piece of news fgall'd me to the laſt degree, for fear 
of being reduc'd to extremities; and with that view 
1 was a yery nice Husband of what Corn 1 had 
. 1 WY left. 
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left. I was not apprehenſive of being attack'd by 
'em, for the Savages never fight fairly, neither do 
they ever attempt to pull up Paliſſadoes; but I was 


. affraid that they would ſtarve us out by cramping 


our Huntſmen in their due range. However, the 
Hurons continuing fifteen days in my Fort to refreſh 
chemſelves, 1 us'd the precaution of ingaging them 
to aſſiſt my Huntſmen in providing Meat: But as 
ſoon as they took leave of me in order to return 


home, our hunting was at at end, and the Gates 


were kept ſhut. | + 
At laſt, finding that my Proviſions were almoſt 
out, I reſolv'd to go to Miſilimakinac, to buy up 
Corn from the Hurons and the Outaouant. Accor- 
dingly, having left ſome Soldiers to guard the Fort 
in my abſence, I imbarqu'd with the reſt of my 
Detachment on the firſt of April, with a gentle 
South. Eaſt Gale; by the help of which we inſenſi- 
bly croſs'd the Bay of Saguinnn. That little Gulf is 
fix hours over, and in the middle of it there are 
ewo little Iſlands, which afford a very ſeaſonable 
_ when a wind ariſes in the croſſing over. 
efore you have croſs'd this Bay, the Coaſt is all 


2 long full of Rocks and Shelves, one of which that 


1 ſaw was ſix Leagues broad: But above it the Coaſt 
is clean and low, eſpecially towards the Sand-Ri- 
ver, which lies half way between that Bay and a 
place call'd P.4nſe du Tonnere. Now this laſt place 
is reckon'd thirty Leagues off the Bay. Having 
paſt that, we had but thirty Leagues more to fail ; 
which we did without any danger, by the help of 
an Faſt-South-Eaſt Gale, that ſwell'd the Waves 
prodigiouſly, In the Mouth of the Iineſe Lake we 
met the party of the Huron that I mention'd before; 
and four or five hundred Outaoma, who were bound 
home, after having ſpent the Winter in hunting of 
Beavers upon the River of Saguinan. Both they and 
we were forc'd to lye by in that place for ue or 
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four days, by reaſon of the Ice: After which the 
Lake was clear d, and we croſs'd it together. When 
the Huron, came aſhoar, they conſulted among 
themſelves how to diſpoſe of their Slaves: After 
which they made a Preſent of one of em to Mr. 
de Fuchereau, who commanded in that place; but 
the poor wretch was pteſently ſhot to Death. Ano- 
ther of 'em was preſented to the Outaouas, who | 
granted him his Life, for ſuch reaſons as you would 
ealily apprehend, if you were better acquainted with 
the policy and cunning of that ſort. of Men, whom 
you now take for Beaſts, | 

I arriv'd in this place on the 18th of April, and 
wy uneaſineſs and trouble took date from the day 
0 
by 


my arrival : For I found the Indian Corn fo ſcarce 
reaſon of the preceding bad Harveſts, that I 
deſpair'd of finding half ſo much as I wanted. Bur 
after all, I am hopeful, that ewo Villages will fur- 
niſh me with almoſt as much as J have occaſion for. 
Mr. Cavelier arriv'd here May 6, being accompany'd 
with his Nephew, Father Anaſtaſe the Recollet, a 
Pilot, one of the Savages, and ſome few Frenchmen, 
which made a ſoßt of a party-colour'd Retinue. 
Theſe Frenchmen were ſome of thoſe that Mr. de Ja 
Salle had conducted upon the diſcovery of Miſſiſipi. 
They give out, that they are ſent to Canada, in 
order to go to France, with ſome Diſpatches from 
Mr. de la Salle to the Ring: But we ſuſpe& that he 
is dead, becauſe he do's not return along with 'em. 
I ſhall not ſpend time in taking notice of their 
great Journey over-land ; which by the account 
they give cannot be leſs than eight hundred Leagues. 
Miſſlimakinac, the place I am now in, is certainly 
a place of great Importance! It lies in the Latitude 
of forty five Degrees, and thirty Minutes ; but as 
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for its Longitude, I have nothing to ſay of it, for 

reaſons mention'd in my ſecond Letter. *Tis not 

above half a League _ from the 1/lineſe Lake, 
3 4 ; = 
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an account of which, and indeed of all the other Lakes, 
you may expect elſe-where. Here the Hurons an 
Outaouas have, each of em, a Village; the one be- 
ing ſever'd from the other by a ſingle Paliſſadoe: 
But the Outaouas are beginning to build a Fort up- 
on a Hill, that ſtands but oO or 1200 paces off. 
This Precaution they were prompted to by the 
murder of 2 certain Huron, call'd Sandaouires, who 
was aſſaſſinated in the Saguinan River by four young 
Outauuas. In this place the Jeſuits have a little 


- Houſe, or Colledge adjoyning to a ſort of a Church, 


and inclos'd with Pales that ſeparate it from the 
Village of the Hurons. Theſe good Fathers laviſh a- 
way all their Divinity and Patience to no purpoſe, 
in converting ſuch ignorant Infidels : For all the 
length they can bring em ta, is, that oftentimes 
they'll defire Baptiſm for their dying Children, and 
ſome few ſuperannuated Perſons conſent to re- 
ceive the Sacrament of Baptiſm, when they find 
themſelves at the point of Death. The Coureurs de 
Bozs have but a very ſmall ſettlement here ; though 
at the ſame time tis not inconſiderable, as being 
the Staple of all the Goods that they truck wich the 
South and the Weſt Savages; for they cannot avoid 
paſſing this way, when they go ta the Seats of the Li- 
neſe, and the Oumams, or to the Bay des Puants, and WE 
to the River of Miſſiſipi. The Skins which they im- 
port from theſe different places, muſt lye here ſome 
time before they are tranſported to the Colony. 
Miſſilimakinac is ſituated very advantageouſly ; for 


the Iroqueſe dare not venture with their ſorry Canows, 


ro crols the Streight of the ineſe Lake, which is 

two Leagues over; beſides that the Lake of the Hu- 
rons is too rough for ſuch flender Boats: And a; 
they cannot come to it by Water, ſo they cannot 
approach to it by Land, by reaſon of the Marſhes, 
Fens, and little Rivers, which twould be very diffi- 
cult to croſs; not to mention that the Streigbt of 
the lineſe Lake lies ſtill in their way, © © You 
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Vou can ſcarce believe, Sir, what vaſt ſholes of 
white Fiſh are catch'd about the middle of the Chan- 
nel, between the Continent and the Ifle of Miſſili- 
makinac, The Outaouas and the Hurons could never 
ſubſiſt here, without that Fiſhery; for they are ob- 
| lig'd to travel above twenty Leagues in the Woods, 
before they can kill any Harts or Elks, and *'twould 
be an infinite fatigue to carry their Carcaſes fo 
far over Land. This ſort of white Fiſh in my o- 
pinion, is the only one in all theſe Lakes that can 
be call'd good; and indeed it goes beyond all o- 
ther ſorts of River Fiſh. Above all, it has one ſin- 
gular property, namely, that all forts of Sauces 
ſpoil it, ſo that tis always eat either boil'd or btoil'd, 
without any manner of ſeaſoning. In the Chan- 
nel I now ſpeak of the Currents are ſo ſtrong, that 
they ſometimes ſuck in the Nets, though they are 
two or three Leagues off. In ſome ſeaſons, it fo 
falls out that the Currents run three days Eaſtward, 
two days to the Welt, one to the South, and four 
Northward ; ſometimes more, and ſometimes leſs. 
The cauſe of this diverſity of Currents could ne- 
ver be fathom' d, for in a calm, they'l run ing the 
ſpace of one day to all the points of the Compaſs, 
i. e. ſometimes one way, ſomerimes another, with- 
out any limitation of time; fo that the deciſion of 
this matter muſt be left to the Diſciples of Coperni- 
cus. Here the Savages catch Trouts as bigh as one's 
Thigh, with a fort of Fiſhing-Hook made in the 
form of an Aw], and made faſt to a piece of Braſs 
wire, which 1s joyn'd to the Line that reaches to 
the bottom of the Lake. This ſort of Fiſhery is 
carried on not only with Hooks, but with Nets, 
and that in Winter, as well as in Summer: For they 
make holes in the Ice at a certain diſtance one from 
another, thro' which they conduct the Nets with 
Poles. The Onutaouas and the Hurons have very plea- 
{ant Fields, in which they ſow Indian Corn, Peaſe, 
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and Beans, beſides a fort of Citruls, and Melons, 
which differs much from ours, and of which I ſhall 
take occaſion to ſpeak in another place. Some- 
times, theſe Savages ſell their Corn very dear, 
eſpecially when the Beaver-hunting happens not 
to take well: Upon which occaſion they make 
ſufficient repriſals upon us for the extravagant price 
of our Commodities. 5 

As ſoon as 1 have bought up ſixty ſacks of Corn, 
each of which may weigh fifty pound, I am to 
march with my Detachment alone to St. Mary's 
Fort, in order to ingage the Sauteurs or the Inhabi- 
tants of Saut Saint Marie, to joyn the Outaouas; af- 
ter which we mean to march with joynt Forces 
to the Country of the Iroqueſe. Beſides theſe, there's 
a party. of a hundred Hurons ready to march, un- 
der the Command of the great Leader Adario, 
whom the French call the Rat; but they do not 
march our way. I ſhall write to you with the firſt Op- 
porunity after my return from this Expedition. Per- 
haps the Jeſuits will ſend your Letters for me along 
with Mr. Denonville's to Fort St. Foſeph, where I am to 
reſide. I ſhall expect their arrival with the utmoſt 
impatience. In the mean. time I ſend you a Letter 
directed to Mr. de Seignelai, the purport of which I 
have here ſubjoyn'd. Twill be a very ſenſible ob- 


ligation laid upon me, if you vouchſafe to believe 
that I always am, | 


SFM 


Yours, &c. 


LET- 
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The Letter directed to Mr. de Seignelay. 


Honoured Sir, 


| Am the Son of a Gentleman that ſpent three hun- 
dred thouſand Crowns in deepening the Water of 
the two Gaves of Bearn: He had the good luck to 
compaſs his End by conveying a great many Brooks 
to theſe two Rivers; and the Current of the Adour 
was by that means fo far ſtrengthen'd as to render 
the Bar of Bayonne paſſable by a fifty Gun Ship, 
whereas in former times a Frigot of ten Guns durſt 
not, venture over it. Twas in conſideration of this 
great and ſucceſsful Attempt, that his Majeſty gran- 
ted to my Father and his Heirs for ever, certain Du- 
ties and Taxes, amounting to the Sum of three thou- 
ſand Livres a Year. This Grant was confirm'd by 
an Act of the Council of State, dated January 9. 
. 1658, Sign'd Boſſuer, Collated, &c. Another Ad- 
vantage accruing to the King and the Province from 
my Father's Services, conſiſts in the bringing down 
of Maſts and Yards from the Pyrenean Mountains, 
which could never have been effected, if he had not 
by his Care, and by the disburſing of immenſe Sums, 
enlarged the quantity of Water in the Gave of Oleron 
to a double proportion. Theſe Duties and Taxes 
which had been juſtly intail'd upon him and his 
Heirs, ceas d to be ours when he dy'd; and to in- 
flame the Diſgrace, I loſt his Places, viz. that of be- 
ing a Honorary Judge of the Parliament of Pau, and 
Chief Juſtice in Eyre for the Province of Bearn; 
all which were mine by Inheritance. Theſe Loſſes 
are now follow'd by an unjuſt Seizure that ſome pre- 
tended Creditors have made of the Barony of la Hon- 
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tan, of a piece of Ground that lies contiguous to it, 
and of a hundred thouſand Livres that lay in the 
hands of the Chamber of Bayonne. Theſe faithlefs 
Creditors have no other reaſon to ſue me, but that I 
am now in the fagg end of the World, and that they 
are rich, and ſupported by the Credit and Protection 
of the Parliament of Para, where they hope to make 
good their unjuit Pretenſions in my Abſence. Laſt 
Year I obtain'd Leave to return to France, in order to 
take care of this matter; but now Mr, de Denonville 
has ſent me with a Detachment to theſe Lakes; from 
whence I humbly petition that your Honour would 
vouchſafe me Leave to come home the next Year, 
and at the ſame time honour me with your Prote- 
ction. I am, with all poſſible reſpect, | 


Your Honours, &; 


— 


— 
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LE 
Dated at Miſilimakinac, Sept. 18. 1688. 


Deſcribing the Fall call” d Saut St. Marie, where 


the Author perſwades the Inhabitants to joyn 
the Outaouas, and march againſt the Iroqueſe. 
And containing an Account of the Occurrences 
of the Voyage between that Place and Millili- 
makinac. 


SIR, 5 


| Am now return'd from the Iroqueſe Country, and 
have quitted the Fort of Sr. Foſeph, againſt my 
Will. I cannot allow my ſelf to doubt, but that 
you icck care of the Letter directed for Mr. de Seig- 
ve/ay, which I tranſmitted to you three Months ago. 


I ſet 
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I ſet out from hence in my Canow, Fune 2. And 
after my Arrival at the Water- fall call'd Saut Sainte 
Marie, I perſwaded forty young Warlike Fellows to 
joyn the Party of the Outaouas that I mention d in 
my laſt. This Saut Sainte Marie is a Cataract, or 
rather a Water-fall of two Leagues in length, which 
gives vent to the Waters of the upper Lake, and at 
the bottom of which, not far from the Jeſuits Houſe, 
there's a Village of the Outchipoues, alias Sauteurs. 
This Place is a great Thoroughfare for the Coureurs de 
Box that trade with the Northern People, who uſu- 
ally repair to the brinks of that Lake in the Summer. 
The continual Fogg that rifes from the upper Lake, 
and ſpreads over the adjacent Country, renders the 
Ground ſo barren, that it bears no Corn. The 13th 


of the ſame Month I ſet out from the abovementi- 


on'd Village, being accompany'd by the forty young 


Sauteurs, who embark'd in five Canows, each of 


which held eight Men. The 16th we arriv'd at the 
Iſle of Detour, where my Soldiers and the Party of the 


Outaouas had tarry'd for me two days. The firit day 


was ſpent by the Outaouas and the Saxtewrs in Warlike 
Feaſts, Dancing, and Singing, purſuant to their 
wonted Cuſtom : The next day we all embark'd, 
and traverſing from Ifle to Ifle, made the Iſland of 


| Manitoualin in four days. This Iſland is 25 Leagues 


long, and ſeven or eight broad. In former times *ewas 


poſſeſs'd by the Outaouas of Talon, call'd the Otonta- 


gans; who were diſlodg'd by the Progreſs of the Iro- 
queſe, that has ruin'd ſo many Nations. We coaſt. d 
upon that Iſle a whole day; and being favour'd by 
a Calm, croſs d from Ifle to Iſle till we made the 
Eaſt-ſide of the Lake. In this Paſſage we croſs'd be- 
tween two Iſlands that were ſix Leagues diſtant the 
one from the other; and upon that occaſion our Wa- 
termen, who were not us'd to venture ſo far out in 
their ſlender Boats, were fain to tugg hard at their 
Oars. The Savages ſtood out at firlt, and refus'd to 

ven- 


94 Some New Voyages 

venture ſo far from Land, for they would rathet 
have gone fifty Leagues about; but at laſt I over- 
perſwaded em, by repreſenting that IT would have 
been very loth to venture my own Perſon, if I had 
not been ſufficiently provided againſt all danger by 
an exact knowledge of the Winds and the Storms, 
The Calm continuing, we made the River of Thec- 
nontatè on the 25th. The next day there ſprung up 
a Gale from the Weſt-ſouth-weſt, which kept us 
back for four or five days; but our ſtop was of no 
great advantage to us, for it rain'd fo heavily, that 
we could not hunt. This Country is the ancient 
Seat of the Hurons, as it appears from the Name they 
give to their Nations in their own Language, viz. 
Theonontateronons, i. e. the Inhabitants of Theonont ate. 
But after the Iroqueſe had, upon divers occaſions, ta- 
ken and defeated great numbers of em, the reſt quit- 
ted the Country to avoid the like Fate. We re- 
embark'd on the 29th, and on the 1ſt of July arriv'd 
at Fort St. Foſeph,| where the Soldiers I had left wait- 
ed for us with great Impatience. Having landed 
fome Sacks7Corn at the Fort, we ſet out again on 
the 3d of Fuly, and purſued our Courſe with all di- 
ligence, in order to an early Appearance in the 7ro- 
ãqueſe Country. We fſail'd through the Streight or 
Neck, and ſtood to the South- ſide, of the Lake Erie; 
and being favour'd by the Weather, arriv'd on the 
17th in the River of Conde, which I ſhall have occa- 
fion to take notice of in deſcribing the Lakes of Ca- 
nada. Immediately, upon our Landing, the Savages 
fell to work in cutting down Trees, and making a 
Redoubt of Stakes, or Pales, for the Security of our 
Canows and Baggage, and for a fafe Retreat to out 
felves in caſe of neceſſity. 

The 2oth they march'd, each Man being provi- 
ded with a light Covering, a Bow, and ſome Arrows, 
(or elſe a Fuſee) and a little Bag containing ten 
pound weight of the Flowr of the India Corn. 
| | Fhey 
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They thought it moſt convenient to keep to the 
Banks of the River, upon which the Goyogoans are 
wont to fiſh for Sturgeon ; for that Fiſh, which is 


{ix foot in length, comes out of the Lakes in hot 


Weather, and ſwims up the Rivers. They had re- 


ſolv'd likewiſe, if they found the Country clear, to 


march up and ſurpriſe the Villages of the Goyogoan: - 
but they were ſoon eas d of that trouble; for they 
had not march'd two days when their Scouts de- 
ſcry'd three hundred Iroqueſe: and on the other hand 
the Iroqueſe ſpy'd them to ſuch purpoſe, that the 
Scouts eſcap'd very narrowly, and had much ado to 
return to the body of the Party, which immediately 
betook themſelves to flight. I was mightily ſurpris'd 
when TI heard the Centinel of our Redoubt cry out, 
Hux Armes, our Men are beaten and purſued ; but I was + 
d when I ſaw the Fugitives run at 
full ſpeed, when there was no body behind them. 
When they came up they were all filent for half an 
hour, purſuant to their Uſe and Wont; after which 


their Leader recounted to me the Particulars of the 


Adventure. -I thought at firſt that their advanc'd 
Guards had miſtook the number of the Enemies 
for I knew that the Outaonas had not the Reputation 
of too much Courage: but the next day a Party of 
the Iroqueſe appear'd in ſight of our Redoubt, which 
gave tne occaſion to believe that they were in the right 
of it. Nay, this Truth was afterwards confirmed by 
a certain Slave call'd Chaouauon, who made his eſcape 
to the Redoubt, and aſſur'd me, that the Iroqueſe were 
not leſs than four hundred; to which he added, that 
they expected to be joyn'd by ſixty more that had 
march'd ſome Months before to the Country of the 
Oumams, He inform'd us farther, That while the 
Marquis de Denonville was concerting meaſures for a 
Peace with the five Nations, an Engliſhman, of the 
Name of Aria, accompany'd with ſome others, en- 
deavour d to diſſwade them from Peace, by * 
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from the Governour of New York. In the mean time 


the Savages having preſs'd me to aſſiſt at a Council 
of War, they propos'd tolie by for a fair Wind, and 


then to embark. They repreſented, that they de- 


ſign'd to fail to the end of the Lake, where they 


would infallibly light upon the ſixty Ircqueſe that I 


mention'd above ; but withal, that they could not 
agree to ſet out in a Calm, becauſe that after their 
quitting the Redoubt, and launching oat, a contra- 
ry Wind might force em aſhore, where their Throats 
might be cut if the Enemy purſu'd em. I reply'd, 
That *twas then ſuch fine Weather, that we had no- 
thing to expect but Calms; that if we tarry'd longer 
in this Place, our Enemies would thereby gain time 
to make Canows in order to a Purſuit ; that ſince 
the favourablenefs of the Wind was fo uncertain, we 
ought to embark without loſs of time; that we might 
fail in the Night, and ſculk in the Day-time behind 
Rocks and Points of Land; and, that by this means 
the Enemy would be at a loſs to know whether we 
ſtood to the South or to the North ſide of the Lake. 
The Savages made Anſwer, That "was true their 
tarrying might be every way prejudicial ; but *twas 
equally true, that my Expedient was dangerous: 


However, they conſented to embark along with us, 


and for that end gumm'd their Canows. We em- 
bark'd on the 24th at night, and the Weather being 
fair, clear, and calm, made a great deal of way that 


night, and the fucceeding day. The next Evening 
we came to an Anchor, deſigning to ſleep for three 


or four hours, but not to ſtir out of the Canows: 
About Midnight we weigh'd our little wooden An- 
chors, and one half of the Men row'd while the o- 
ther was at reft. Thus did we continue to ſteer with 
a great deal of Precaution and Care, rowing all 
night, and lying by all day. 

Fuly 28. when we were lying almoſt all aſſeep in 


a Creek of a little Ifland, the Watch deſerying ſome 


Canows 
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Canows that made towards us, wak'd ſome Savages 


that had gone a-ſhore to ſleep the more convenient- 
ly. The Noiſe having alarm'd us all, we preſently 
made our ſelves ready to get in head of theſe Canows ; 
but at the ſame time, tho' we were but half a League 
off, we could not diſtinguiſh who they were, by rea- 


fon that the Sun-beams falling perpendicularly, made 


the Surface of the Water look like a Looking-glaſs. 
Indeed there being but two of em, we reckon d they 
were mann'd with Iroqueſe, and that each of em 
contain'd at leaſt twenty Men: upon which ſuſpi- 
cion, the Leader of the Sauteurs allen to go a-ſhore 
with his Men; and poſt himſelf at the Entry of a 
Wood, from whence he would ſoftly follow the Ca- 
nows without being diſcover d, till ſuch time as we 
forc'd 'em a-ſhore. At the ſame time he propos d 
that the Outaouas and my Detachment ſhould ſuffer 


em to be within a Musket-ſhot of the Iſland before 


we diſcover'd our ſelves, or offer'd to give em chaſe, 
upon the apprehenſion that if we follow'd *em cloſer, 
they would be ſo far from getting on ſhore, that they 
would fight as deſperate, and chooſe rather to be 
killd or drown'd than to be taken. This Propoſal 
was lik'd, and every thing was manag'd accordingly. 
As ſoon as our unknown Enemy perceiv'd us, they 
made the Share with all imaginable Precipitation g 
and juſt when they were going to knock their Priſo- 
ners on the Head, the Sauteurs fell upon em, but 
miſs d of their aim in taking em all alive; for they 
fought to the laſt gaſp, like Men that knew no Me- 
dium betwixt Conqueſt and Death. Una ſalus victu 
nullam ſperare ſalutem. This Engagement happen d 
while we landed: however, the Sauteurs came off 
with Honour, for they loſt only four Men, and of 


twenty Iroqueſe they kill'd three, wounded five, and 


took the reſt Priſoners, ſo that not one of em eſcap'd. 
The Iroqueſe had along with them eighteen Slaves of 
the Oumams, who were all — and ſeven big- 


belly d 
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belly'd Women, from whom we had Intelligence 
that the reſt of their Party were then upon their Re. 
turn by Land upon the Banks of the Lake, having 
thirty four Priſoners, of both Sexes ; and that they 
could not then be far off. When this Intelligence 
was laid before us, the Outaouas were of the opinion 
that we ſhould reſt ſatisfied with the Feats we had 
done, upon the Plea that the above-mention'd four 
hundred Iroqueſe would certainly get before us. On 
the other hand, the Sauteurs maintain'd that 9s had 
rather periſh than fail to attempt the Reſcue of theſs 
Priſoners, and the Defeat of the whole Party; and 
that if no body would ſecond *em, they would make 
the Attempt by themſelves. The Bravery of this 
Reſolution oblig'd me to encourage and egg on the 


Outaouas. I remonſtrated to em, that in regard the WM + 
Sauteurs ingroſsd the Glory of the former Action, 
they had more reaſon than we to decline the riſque ! 
of a ſecond Engagement: that if we refus'd to back Jt © 
'em, our Cowardice would cover us with everlaſting 1 
Infamy : and, that in order to render the Attack Ml i 
more ſecure, we ought to uſe a ſpeedy Precaution in r 
finding out ſome Point or Elbow of Land where our Mt © 
Canows, our Baggage, and our Priſoners might MR Y 
be lodg'd ſafe. The Outaouas had a great deal of Re. 
luctancy to the matter; however, after coñſulting Wt © 
among themſelves, they comply'd with che Propoſal, Þ ſ 
more for Shame, than out of true Courage. Having Wt « 
laid down that joint Reſolution, we made up a littèe 
fort of a Fence in ſeven or eight hours, and then fent Wl ? 
out Scouts on all hands, while the main Body was Wt © 
kept in readineſs to march upon the firſt Alarm. R”/ 
Auguſt 4. two of our Spies return d upon full ſpeed, BY * 
to acquaint us that the Iroqueſe were not above three Wt * 
Leagues off, and that they advanc'd towards us; and BY * 
withal, that upon the Road there was a little Brook, . 


upon which an Ambuſcado might be convenient) 
laid. This Advice animated our Savages fo much, 

1 
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that they run immediately to take Poſſeſſion of that 
advantageous Poſt: but they knew not how to make 
the right uſe of it. The Outaouas were too haſty in 
firing; and by ſhooting at too great a diſtance, gave 
all the Enemies an opportunity of making their Eſ- 
cape, abating for ten or twelve whoſe Heads were 


brought into the little Fore where I ſtay'd. The 
Slaves indeed were all retaken, and ſo reſcued from 
R the Cruelty of theſe Tygers; which encourag'd us 
1 to reſt ſatisfied. When the Expedition was over, we 
0 ſtow'd theſe poor Wretches in our Canows, and 
dſteer'd with all Expedition to the Streight or Neck of 
8 the Lake of Huron, which we made on the 13th, 
is We enjoy'd a great deal of Pleaſure in ſtemming the 
6 Current of that Streight ; the Iſlands of which, that 
e 1 mention'd above, were cover'd wich Roe. bucks. 
", This opportunity we did not ſlight; nor did we 
Us grudge our ſtopping upon theſe Iflands for eight 
days; during which time we were buſied in Hunt- 
no Wy ing, and refreſh'd our felves with plenty of excellent 


Fruit that was fully ripe, Here the wounded and 
in retaken Priſoners had an opportunity of reſting, and 
ur of drinking the Broth of ſeveral forts of Meat; and 
n we had time to broil as much Meat as we could ftow 
e. in our Canows, not to mention the great numbers 
of Turkeys that we were oblig'd to eat upon the 
ſpot, for fear that che heat of che Seaſon would ſpoil 
em. 

= In that ſpace of time the poor wounded Savages 
were carefullf purg'd with ſuch Roots as the Ameri- 
cans are well vers'd in; which I mean to explain to 
you in its proper time and place; and they wanted 
not good Reſtoratives of Jelly-broth. The 24th we 
re-embark'd, and arriv'd at Night at Fort Sr. Foſeph, 
WJ where I found a Party of eighty Oumami command- 


2nd / SVs . 4 — 
ok, ed by one Michitonka, who being lately return d from 
Niagara, expected my Arrival with the utmoſt im- 


batience. When J landed, I was ſurpris'd to ſee the 
. H 2 Fort 
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Fort cramm'd with Savages; but on the other hand, 
they were equally aſtoniſh'd to find in our Company 
their Country-men, to whoſe hard Fortune they 
had been altogether Strangers. The joyful Meeting 
fill'd che Air with Acclamations, and Panegyricks 
rung all about to an extravagant degree. I with, Sir, 
you had been there to partake of the Pleaſure of ſo 
fine a Show : had you been preſent, you would 
have join'd with me in owning that all our French 
Rhetorick cannot reach ſuch pithy and ſignificant Fi- 
gures, eſpecially upon the ſcore of Hyperbole's, as 
made up the bulk of the Harangues and Songs that 
theſe poor People utter d with Rapture and Tranſ- 
port. Michitonka acquainted me, that after he went 
to the Fort of Niagara, with a Deſign to make ſome 
Expedition into the Country of the Lonontouans, he 
found that the Scurvey had made ſuch a terrible ha- 
vock in that Fort, that it had ſweep'd off the Com- 
mander, and all the Soldiers, bating twelve, who 
had the good luck to get over it, as well as Mr. : 
Bergeres, who by the advantage of a hale Conſtituti- 
on had ſtemm'd the raging Violence of that Diſtem- 
per. He inform'd me farther, That Mr. Bergeres ha- 
ving refoly'd to ſet out with his twelve Men for the 
Fort of Frontenac, had defir'd of him a Reinforcement 
of ſome young Ounmams, which was granted him; 
that after Mr. Bergeres had embark'd, himſelf march 
over Land to the Country of the Onnontagues, where 
he rejoin'd the Reinforcement he had granted to Mr. 
de Bergeres, and underſtood from them, that during 


the Winter the Scurvey had carried off as many Sol- 


diers at Fort Frontenac as at Niagara; and, that Mr. 


de Denonville was negotiating a Peace with the Fo- 


queſe. | | 
The Sovernour of Fort Frontenac had requeſted 
Michitonka to engage in no Enterprite, and to return 
home with his Men; upon which that Leader being 
in full March homeward, was attack'd by three hun- 
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dred Onnontagues, whom he durſt not engage other- 
wiſe than in a running Fight, by which he loſt four 
Men. Being inform'd of all theſe Circumſtances, I 
conſulted with the three different Nations that were 
then poſted in my Fort. After a mature Reflection 
upon the Intelligence that was laid before em, they 
came to this Reſolution 3 That ſince the Marquis de 
Dienonville had a mind to clap up a Peace, and the 
Fort of Niagara was abdicated, the Fort I then com- 
manded would be of no uſe; that ſince I had nei- 
ther Proviſions nor Ammunition for above two 
Months, I ſhould be oblig'd at the end of theſe two 
Months to retreat to the Place from whence I now 
write; that at that time of the Year our Navigation 


8 would be uneaſie and dangerous; that in regard I 

e lay under an indiſpenſible neceſſity of making my 

hf Retreat, twas of no great moment whether I march'd 

I off two Months ſooner or later; and, in fine, that 

, ſince I had receiv'd no freſh Orders, nor no Succors, 
; 


'rwas my Buſineſs to go off along with them. This 
Reſolution, which was a ſufficient Argument to ſway 
me, afforded matter of joy to the Soldiers, who were 
afraid of being oblig'd to a more rigorous courſe of 
Abſtinence in that Poſt than they had formerly un- 
dergone ; for the meaſures of a critical Abſtinence do 
not fit well upon a Soldiers Stomach. In fine, purſuant 
to our joint Reſolution, we fer fire to the Fort on 
the 27th, and embarked that ſame day, and keeping 


Ar. cloſe to the South ſhore of the Lake that I took no- 
ns tice of in my laſt, arriv'd here/on the roth of Septem- 
ol- ber. The Oumamis march'd oyer Land to their own 
Mr. Country, and carry'd with 'em the Wounded, who 
Irv were then in a condition to march. „ 
Upon my Arrival in this Place, I found here Mr. 
ted WY Je Ia Durantay, whom Mr. Denonville has inveſted 
was with the Commiſſion of Commander of the Coureurs 
ing de Bos that trade upon the Lakes, and in the Southern 
any” Countries of Canada, The Governour has ſent me 


ty Orders 
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Orders to return to the Colony if the Seaſon and o. 
N ther Circumſtances permit; or to tarry here till the 
1 Spring if I foreſee unſurmountable Difficulties in the 
Paſſage. In the mean time he has ſent me Effects 
to anſwer the Pay of my Detachment, and to ſubſiſt 
*em in the Winter. Theſe Orders would be extream 
acceptable to me, if I could but contrive how to re- 
turn to the Colony; but that ſzems to be abſolutely 
impoſſible, and both the French and the Savages agree 
that it is ſo. There are in that Paſſage ſo many Wa. 
ter-falls, Cataracts, and Places where there's a neceſ- 
ſity of tedious Land- carriages, that I dare not run 
ſuch Hazards with my Soldiers, who cannot work 
the Boats but upon ſtagnating Water. Upon that 
conſideration I have thought it more proper to halt 
here till the next Year; at which time 1 deſign to 
take the Advantage of the Company of ſome French- 
men and Savages, that promiſe to take into each of 
their Canows one of my Men. In the mean time, 
I am upon the point of undertaking another Voyage, 
for I cannot mew my ſelf up here all this Winter. I 
deſign to make the beſt uſe of my time, and- to tra- 
vel through the Southern Countries that I have fo 
often heard of, having engag'd four or five good 
Huntſmen of the Outaouas to go along with me. 

The Party of the Hurons that I mention'd in the 
beginning of my Letter, return'd hither two Months 
ago, and brought with 'em an Trequeſe Slave, whom 
their Leader preſented to Mr. de Iuchereau, the late 

Colonel of the Coureurs de Bou, and whom that Co- 
lonel order'd to be immediately ſhot. The crafty 
Leader acted upon that occaſion a very cunning and 
malicious parc, the fatal Conſequences of which | 
eaſily foreſee : He intruſted no body with the Secret 
bur my ſelf; for he is my true Friend, and he knows 
that I am his. However, I mult go no farther up- 
on this matter, leſt my Letter ſhould be intercepted, 
Tho! after all, if the Blow were not already given, 
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or if *twere poſſible to remedy it, my Friendſhip 
ſhould not hinder me from acquainting Mr. de De- 


nonville with the Intrigue, that he might get clear of 


it as well as he could. If it pleaſes God to allow me 
a ſafe Return to France, I ſhall tell you the Story by 
word of mouth. | 

I underſtand by your laſt, that the King has pre- 


ferr d his Almoner, the Abbot of St. Valiers, to the 
Biſhoprick of Quebec; and that this Biſhop was con- 


ecrated in St. Sulpice's Church. This piece of News 
vould be very welcome to me, if I thought he would 


te leſs rigid than Mr. de Laval, his Predeceſſor. But 


vhat likelyhood is there that the new Biſhop will be 
of a tractable temper? If tis true that he has refus'd 


other good Biſhopricks, he muſt be as ſcrupulous as 


the Monk Dracontius, that St. Athanaſins cenſures for 
not accepting of a Preſentation to a Bithoprick that 
was offer d him. In fine, if he is of that ſcrupulous 
Temper, his critical Strictneſs will ſcarce go down 
in this Country ; for the People are already tyrd 
out with his Predeceſſor's Excommunications. 


J am, 
SIR, 
Yours, CE, 
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L ETTER XVL 
Dated at Miſſilimakinac, May 28, 1689. 


Containing an Account of the Author's Departur 
from, and Return to, Miſſilimakinac. 4 D 
ſcription of the Bay of Puants, and its Village 
An ample Deſcription of the Beavers; follow 
by the. Journal of a remarkatle Voyage upon tle 
Long River, and a Map of the adjacent Country, 


18 
Hank God, I am now return'd from my Voy- 
age upon the Long River, which falls into the 
River of Miſſipi. IT would willingly have trac'd it 
up to its Source, if feveral Obſtacles had not ſtoud 
in my way. I ſet out from hence the 24zh of Sepr. 


| *:f300+5.accompany'd with my own Detachment, and the 


439, five Huntſmen I mention'd in my laſt ; who indeed 
did me a great deal of Service. All the Soldiers were 
provided with new Canows loaded with Proviſions 

and Ammunition, and ſuch Commodities as are pro- 


per for the Savages. The Wind, which ſtood then 2 


in the North, wafted me in three days to the Bay of 
Pouteouatamis, that lay forty Leagues off. The mouth 
of that Bay is in a manner choak'd with Iſles, and 
the Bay it ſelf is ten Leagues broad, and twenty five 
Leagues long. LE TE 1 
The 29th we came to a little deep ſort of a River, 
which diſembogues at a place where the Water of 
the Lake ſwells three foot high in ewelve hours, and 
decreaſes as much in the ſame compaſs of time. Our 
tarry ing there three or four days gave me an oppor- 
tunity of making this Remark. The Villages of the 
Saks; the Pouteouatamn, and ſome Malominis, are 
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ſeated on the ſide of that River, and the Jeſuits 
have a Houſe or College built upon it. This is a 
place of great Trade for Skins and Indian Corn, 
which theſe Savages ſell to the Coureurs de Bois, as 
they come and go, it being the neareſt and moſt 
convenient Paſſage to the River of Miſſiſipi. The 
Soil of this Country is ſo fertile, that it produces 
(in a manner without Agriculture ) our European 
Corn, Peaſe, Beans, and ſeveral other Fruits that 


are not known in France. As ſoon as J landed, the 


Warriours of theſe three Nations came by turns to 
my Apartment, to regale me with the Calumet-Dance, 
and with the Captains Dance; the former being a ſigni- 
fication of Peace and Friendſhip, and the latter of Reſ- 
pect and Eſteem. I return'd the Compliment with a 
Preſent of ſome Rolls of Bra/i! Tobacco, which they 
value mightily, and ſome ſtrings of Venice Beads, with 
which they imbroider their Coats. Next Morning 
I was invited to a Feaſt with one of the three Na- 
tions; and after having ſent to em ſome Diſhes 
and Plates, purſuant to the Cuſtom of the Country, 
I went accordingly about Noon. They began wich 
congratulating my Arrival, and after I had return'd 
them thanks, fell a ſinging and dancing one after 
another, in a particular manner, of which you 
may expect a circumſtantial account when I have 
more leiſure. The Singing and Dancing laſted for 


two hours, being ſeaſon d with Acclamations of Joy 


and Jeſts, which make up part of theic ridiculous 
Mutick. After that the Slaves came to ſerve, and 
all the Company ſat down after the Eaſtern faſhion, 
every one being provided with his Meſs, juſt as our 
Monks are in the Monaſtery-Halls. 

Firſt of all four Platters were ſet down before me, 
in the firſt of which there were two white Fiſh on- 
ly boild in Water; in the ſecond the Tongue 
and Breaſt of a Roe-buck boil d; in the third two 
Woodhens, the hind Feet or Trotters of a Bear, and 
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the Tail of a. Beaver, all roaſted ; and the fourth 
* contain'd a large quantity of Broth made of ſeve- 
ral forts of Meat. For Drink they gave me a very 
plzaſant Liquor, which was nothing but a Syrrup 
of Maple beat up with Water; but of this more 
elſewhere. The Feaſt laſted two Hours; after which 
J intreated one of the Grandees to ſing for me; for 
in all the Ceremonies made uſe of among the Sa- 
vages, "tis cuſtomary to imploy another to act for 
em. I made this Grandee a Preſent of ſome pie- 
ces of Tobacco, in order to oblige him to act my 
part till Night. Next day, and the day after, I 
was oblig'd to go to the Feaſts of the other two 
Nations, who obſerv'd che fame Formalities. The 
moſt curious thing I faw in the Villages, was ten 
or twelve tame Beavers, that went and came like 
Dogs from the Rivers to the Cottages, withour ſtrag- 
Jing out of the Road. I ask'd the Savages if theſe 
Animals could live out of the Water; and receiv'd 
this anſwer, that they could live aſhoar as well as 
Dogs, and that they had kept ſome of em above 
a. year, without ſuffering them to go near the Ri- 
vers: From whence I conclude, that the Caſuiſts are 
out in not ranging Ducks, Geeſe, and Teals, in the 
number of Amphibious Animals,as the Naturaliſts are 
wont to do. I had heard the fame ſtory from ſe- 
veral Americaus before; but being apprehenſive that 
there were different Species of Beavers, I had a mind 
to be better inform'd : And indeed there is a parti- 
cular kind of em, which the Savages call the Ter- 
reſtrial, or Land-Beaver ; but at the fame time they 
tell you, theſe are of a different Species from the 
Amphibious ſort; for they make Holes or Dens in 
the Earth, like Rabbets or Foxes, and never go near 
the Water unleſs it be to drink. They are like- 
wiſe cail'd by the Savages, the lazy or idle kind, 
as being expeli'd by the other Beavers from the Ken- 
nels in which theſe Animals are lodg'd, to the 
| number 
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number of 80. Theſe Kennels I mean to deſcribe 
afterwards; in the mean time I only take occaſion : 
to acquaint you, that the idle ſort being unwilling 
to work, are expell'd by the others, juſt as Waſps 
are by Bees; and are fo teas'd by em, that they 
are forc'd to quit the Kennels, which the better 
and more induſtrious Race huddles up to themſelves 
in the Fens. This ſupine Beaver reſembles the o- 
ther ſort in its Figure, excepting that the Hair is 
rub'd off the Back and the Belly, which is occaſi- 
on'd by their rubbing againſt the Earth when they 
return to, or ſtir out from their Holes. 

The Writers of Natural Hiſtory are very much 
out, in fancying that the Beavers cut off their own 
Teſticles, when purſued by the Huntſmen; for that 
which the Phyſicians call Caſtoreum, is not lodg'd in 
the Teſticles, but in a certain Bag that Nature ſeems 
to have form'd on purpoſe for theſe Animals, and 
this Bag they make uſe of to clear their Teeth, af- 
ter the biting of ſome gummy Shrub. But ſuppo- 
ſing the Tefticles to be the proper Receptacle of 
the Caſtor, we muſt ſtill conceive that *ris impoſſi- 

ble for a Beaver to pull out his Teſticles, without 
rending the Nerves of the Groin, in which they are 
ſeated juſt by the Sharebone. Tis manifeſt that Elan 
and ſeveral other Naturaliſts, were ſcarce acquaint- 
ed with Beaver-hunting ; for had they known any 
thing -of the matter, they would never have talk'd 
of the purſuing of theſe Animals, which never go 
from the ſide of the Pond where their Kennels are 
built; and which dive under water upon the 
leaſt noiſe, and return to their Dens when the 

danger is over. If theſe Creatures were bur ſenſi- 
ble of the reaſon for which War is declar'd againſt 
'em, they would flea themſelves alive; for 'tis their 
Skin only that the Huntſmen want, the value of 
the Caſtor being nothing in compariſon with that. 
A great Beaver is twenty fix Inches long, from 
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the hind-Head, to the root of the Tail. *Tis a- 


bout three Foot and eight Inches round, its Head 
is ſeven Inches long, and fix broad; its Tail is four- 
teen Inches long,” and fix broad, and about the mid- 
dle it has the thickneſs of an Inch and two lines. 
The figure of the Tail is Oval; the Scale with which 
tis cover'd, and which performs the Office of what 
the Phyſicians call the Epidermis or Scarf-skin, is an 
irregular Hexagon. The Beaver carries upon its 
Tail the Clay, the Earth and other Materials of 
which they make their Banks and Kennels, or Hutts, 
by a wonderful Inſtinct. Its Ears are ſhort, round 
and hollow; its Legs are five Inches long, its Feet ſix 
Inches and eight Lines, and its Paws are three Inches 
and a half from the Heel to the end of the great Toe. 
Its Paws are form'd much like a Man's Hand, and 


they make uſe of em in feeding, as Apes do. The 


five Toes are joyn'd like thoſe of a Duck, with a 
Membrane of a Slate-colour. Its Eyes are of the leſ- 
ſer ſize, in proportion to the bulk of its Body, and 
bear the figure of a Rats Eyes. Before its Muzzle 
there are four Fore-Teeth or Cutters, viz. two in 
each Jaw, as in a Rabbet, beſides which it has ſix- 
teen Grinders, that 1s, eight in the upper, and as 
many in the lower Mandible. The Cutters are a- 
bove an Inch long, and + of an Inch broad, being 
very ſtrong and ſharp like a Cutlas; for a Beaver 
aſſiſted by its Aſſociates, (if I may fo call its fellow 
Beavers ) cuts down Trees as big as a Hogſhead ; 
which I could never have believ'd, if I had not ob- 
ſerv'd with my own Eyes, above twenty Trunks of 
Trees cut down in that faſhion. A Beaver has two 
lays of Hair ; one is long, and of a ſhining black 
colour, with a grain as big as that of Mans Hair ; 
the other is tine and ſmooth, and in Winter fifteen 
Jines long : In a word, the laſt is the fineſt Down 


in the World. The Skin of ſuch a Beaver as I have 


now deſcrib'd, will be two pound weight, but the 
price 
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price varies according to the goodneſs. In Winter 
and Autumn the Fleſh of a Beaver eats very well, if it 
be roaſted. Thus, Sir, I have preſented you with an 
exact Deſcription of theſe reputed Amphibious A- 
nimals which make ſuch Structures, that all the Arc 
of Man can ſcarce equal. Upon another occaſion 
perhaps I may give you a circumſtantial Account 
of their wonderful Structure, which I decline at 
preſent, becauſe the Digreflion would be too te- 
dious. | | 

To return to my Voyage. After our arrival in 
the Bay of Ponteouatams, we bid adieu to the Na- 
vigation upon the Lakes of Canada; and ſetting out 
September 30, arriv'd October 2. at the foot of the fall 


of Kakalin, after ſtemming ſome little Currents in 


the River of Puants, The next day we accompliſh'd 
the ſmall Land-carriage, and on the 5th arriv'd be- 


fore the Village of Kikapous, in the Neighbourhood. 


of which I incamp'd the next day, in order to re- 
ceive Intelligence. That Village ſtands upon the 
brink of a little Lake, in which the Savages fiſh 
great quantities of Pikes and Gudgeons. I found 
only thirty or forty Men fit for War in the place, 
for the reſt were gone a Beaver-hunting ſome days 
before. The 7h I reimbarq'd, and rowing hard 
made in the Evening the little Lake of Maloming, 
where we kill'd Bucks and Buſtards enough for Sup- 
per. We went aſhoar that Night, and built Hutts 
for our ſelves upon a point of Land that ſhoots out; 
by break of day I went in a Canow to the Village, 
and after an hours Conference with ſome of the Sa- 
vages, preſented em with two Rolls of Tobacco, 
and they by way of Acknowledgment, made me 
a preſent of two or three Sacks of Oatmeal : For 
the ſides of the Lake are cover'd with a fort of Oats, 
which grows in tufts with a tall Stalk, and of which 
the Savages reap plentiful Crops. The 9:b 1 airiv'd 
at the foot of Outagams Fort, where I found on 
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few People ; however, they gave me a very kind 
Reception, for after dancing the Calumet before 
the Door of my Hutt, they made me a Preſent of 


Veniſon and Fiſh. Next day they convey'd me up 


the River, to the place where their folks were hunt- 
ing the Beavers. The 11th we imbarq'd, and lan- 
ded the 130% upon the ſhoar of a little Lake, where 
the Head of that Nation reſided. After we had 


rear'd up our Hutts, that Gengral gave me a Viſit, 


and inquir'd which way I intended to move. I 


made anſwer, that I was ſo far from deſigning to | 


march toward the Nadoueſſious his Enemies, that I 
ſhould not come near em by 100 Leagues; and to 
confirm the innocence of my Intentions, I pray'd 
him to ſend fix Warrious to accompany me to the 
long River, which I deſfign'd to trace up to its Source. 
He reply'd, that he was extream glad to find that L 
carry'd neither Arms nor Cloaths to the Nadoueſſious; 
that he ſaw J had not the equipage of a Conreur de 
Bois, but that on the contrary, I had ſome diſcove- 
ry in my view. At the fame time he caution'd me 
not to venture tao far up that Noble River, by 
reaſon of the multitudes of People that I would 
find there, though they have no ſtomach for War : 
He mean'd, that fome numerous Party might ſur- 
priſe me in the Night-time, In the mean time, in- 
ſtead of the fix Warriours that J defir'd, he gave 
me ten, who underſtood the Lingua, and knew 
the Country of che Eokorcs, with whom his Na- 
tion had maintain'd a Peace of twenty years ſtand- 
ing. I ſtay'd two days with this General, during 
which time he regal'd me nobly, and walk'd about 
with me to give me the Satisfaction of obſerving the 
diſpoſure of the Cottages of the Beaver-hunters ; 
a deſcription of which, you may, expect in another 
place; I preſented him with a Fuſee, twelve Flint- 
ſtones, two pound of Powder, four pound of Ball, 
and a little Axe, and I gave each of his two Sons a 

5 great 
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great Coat, and a Roll of Braſi] Tobacco. Two of 
the ten Warriours that he gave me, could ſpeak the 
Language of the Outaouas, which I was well pleas'd 
with; not that J was a ſtranger to their own Lan- 
guage, for between that and the A/gonkin there is no 
great difference, but in regard that there were ſe- 
veral words that puzled me. My four Outaouas were 
tranſported with this little Reinforcement, and were 
then ſo incouraged, that they told me above four 
times, that we might venture ſafely ſo far as the 
Plantation of the Sun. I embarqed with this ſmall 
Guard the 16th about Noon, and arriv'd that Night 
at the Land- carriage of Ouiſconſinc, which we fi- 
niſh'd in two days, that is, we left the River of 
Puants, and tranſported our Canows and Baggage 
to the River Ouiſconſinc, which is not above three 

uarters of a League diſtant, or thereabouts. I 
ſhall ſay nothing of the River we left, but that 'twas 
Muddy, full of Shelves, and incloſed with a ſteep 
Coaſt, Marſhes, and frightful Rocks. 

The 19th we embarqu'd upon the River Ouiſ- 
conſinc, and being favour'd by a ſlack Current, ar- 
rivd in four days at the place, where it empties iz 
ſelf into che River Miſſipi, which is about half a 
League broad in that part. The force of the Cur- 
rent, and the breadth of that River, is much the 
ſame as that of the Loire. It lies North-Eaſt, and 
South-Weſt; and its ſides are adorn'd with Meadows, 
lofty Trees and Firs. Lobſerv'd but two Iflands up- 
on it, though there may be more, which the dark- 
neſs of the Night hid from us as we came down. 
The 23d we landed upon an Ifland in the River 
Miſſiſipi, over againſt the River I ſpoke of but now, 
and were in hopes to find ſome wild Goats there, 
but had the ill fortune to find none. The day af- 
ter we croſt to other ſide of the River, ſounding it 
every where, as we had done the day before, and 
feund nine toct water in the ſhalloweſt place. . 
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24 of November we made the Mouth of the Long 


River, having firſt ſtem'd ſeveral rapid Currents o 

that River, though. 'twas then at loweſt Ebb. In 

this little paſſage we kill'd ſeveral wild Beeves which 

we broil'd, and catch'd ſeveral large Dabs. On the 

34 we enter'd the Mouth of the Long River, which 

looks like a Lake full of Bull-ruſhes ; we found in 

the middle of ic a narrow Channel, upon which 

we ſteer'd till Night, and then lay by to ſleep in 

our Canows. In the Morning I enquir'd of my 

ten Outagamu, if we had far to ſail before we were 

clear of the Ruſhes, and receiv'd this anſwer, that 

they had never been in the Mouth of that River 

before, though at the ſame time they aſſur'd me, 

that about twenty Leagues higher, the Banks of it 

were clad with Woods and Meadows. But after 

all we did not fail fo far, for about ten a Clock 

next Morning the River came pretty narrow, and 

the Shoar was cover'd with lofty Trees ; and after 

continuing our courſe the reſt of that day, we had 

a proſpect of Meadows now and then. That ſame 

Night we landed at a pointof Land, with a deſign 

to dreſs our broil'd Meat, for at that time we had 

none freſh. The next day we ſtop'd at the firſt | 
Iſland we ſaw, in which we found neither Man | 

nor Beaſt ; and the Evening drawing near, I was, | 

unwilling to venture far into it, ſo we &en con- ; 

rented our ſelves with the catching of ſome ſorry Fiſh. 

The 6tha gentle Gale ſprung up, which wafted us 

to another Iſland about 12 Leagues higher, where . 

we landed. Our paſlage to this place was very : 

quick, notwithſtanding the great calm that always [ 

prevails upon this River, which J take to be the leaſt a 

rapid River in the World. But the quickneſs of the c 

paſſage was not the only ſurpriſal, for I was amaz'd © 


that I ſaw no Harts, nor Bucks, nor Turkeys, ha- V 
ving met with *em all along in the other parts of t 
my Diſcovery. The 7th the ſame Wind drove us fr 


to 
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to a third Iſland, that lay ten or twelve Leagues 
off the former, which we quitted in the Morning. 
In this third Iſland our Savages kill'd thirty or forty 
Pheaſants, which I was not ill pleas'd with. 

The 8th the Wind proving unſerviceable to us, 
by reaſon that twas intercepted by Hills cover'd 
with Firs, we . our Oars; and about two in the 
After noon, deſcry'd on the left Hand large Mea- 
dows, and ſome Hutts at the diſtance of a quarter of a 
League from the River. Upon this Diſcovery, our 
Savages and ten of the Soldiers jump'd upon the 
ſhoar, and directed their courſe to the Houſes, where 
they found fifty or ſixty Huntſmen prepar'd to re- 
ceive em, with their Bows and Arrows. As ſoon 
as the Huntſmen heard the voice of the Outagams, 
they threw down their Arms, and prefented the 
Company with ſome Deer that they had juſt kill'd, 
which they likewiſe help'd tocarry to my Canows. 
The Benefactors were ſome of the Evokoros, who had 
lefe their Villages, and come thither to hunt. I pre- 
ſented em, more out of Policy, than Acknowledg- 
ment, with Tobacco, Knives and Needles, which 
they could not but admire. Upon this, they re- 
pair d with expedition to their Villages, and gave 
their Aſſociates to underſtand, what a good fort of 
People they had met with; which had ſo much in- 
fluence, that the next day towards the Evening, 
there appear'd upon the River ſide above two thou- 
ſand Savages, who fell a dancing as foon as they 
deſcry*d us. Thereupon, our Outagams went aſhoar, 
and after a ſhort -Conference, ſome of the princi- 
pal Savages imbarqu'd on board of our Canows, 
and fo weall ſteer'd to the chief Village, which we 
did not reach till Midnight. I order'd our Hutts 
to be made up on a point of Land near a little Ri- 
ver, at the diſtance of a quarter of a League from 
the Village. Though the Savages preſs d me ex- 
n treamly to lodge in one of their Villages, yet none 
3 | 1 went 
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went with em but the Outagams, and the four Ou- 
raouas, who at the ſame time caution'd the Savages 
not to approach to our Camp in the Night- time. 
Next day I allow'd my Soldiers to refreſh and reſt 
| themſelves; and went my felf to viſit the Gran- 
dees of this Nation, to whom I gave Preſents of 
Knives, Ciſſars, Needles, and Tobacco. They gave 
me to underſtand, that they were infinitely well 


pleas d with our arrival in their Country, for that 


they had heard the Savages of other Nations ſpeak 
very honourably of the French. I took leave of 'em 
on the 12th, and ſet out with a Convoy. of five or 
fix hundred Savages, who march'd upon the ſhoar, 
keeping pace with our Canows. We paſs'd by a- 
nother Village that lay to the right Hand, and ſtop'd 
at a third Village that was five Leagues diſtant from 
the firſt, but did not diſimbarque : For all that I 
deſign d, was to make a Preſent to the leading Men 
of the Village, from whom I receiv'd more Indian 
Corn, and broil'd or dry'd Meat, than I had occaſion 
for. In fine, I paſsd from Village to Village without 
ſtopping, unleſs it were to incamp all Night, or to 
preſent the Savages with ſome Trinkets; and fo 
ſteer d on to the laſt Village, with a deſign to pet 
ſome Intelligence. As ſoon as we arriv'd at the 
end of this Village, the Great Governour, who in- 
deed was a venerable old Gentleman, ſent out Hunt- 
ers to bring us good Cheer. He inform'd me, that 
fixty Leagues higher I ſhould meer with the Nation 
of the Eſſanapes, who wag d War with him; that 
if it had not been for their being at War, he would 
have given me a Convoy to their Country ; that, 
however he mean'd to give up to me fix Slaves of 


that Country, which I might carry home, and make 


uſe of as I ſaw occaſion; and that in failing up the Ri- 
ver, I kad nothing to fear, but the being ſurpriz d 
in the Night- time. In fine, after he had inſtructed 
me in ſeveral very uſeful Circumſtances, I immedi- 
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ately made every thing ready for my Departure. 

The Commanders of this People acquainted me, 
that they had twelve Villages peopled by 20000 
Warriours ; that their number was much greater 
before the War, which they wag'd at one time with 
the Nadoneſſis, the Panimoba, and the Eſſanapes. The 
People are very civil, and ſo far from a wild Savage 
temper, that they have an Air of Humanity and 
Sweetneſs. Their Hutts are long, and round at the top, 
not unlike thoſe of our Savages ; bur they are made of 
Reeds and Bulruſhes, interlac'd and cemented with a 


ſort of fat Earth. Both the Men and the Women go na- 


ked all over, excepting their Privities. The Women are 
not ſo handſom, as thoſe who live upon the Lakes of 
Canada. There ſeems to be ſomething of Govern- 
ment and Subordination among this People ; and 
they have their Houſes fortified with the branches 
of Trees, and Faſcines ſtrengthen'd with fat Earth. 
The 21/4 we imbarqu'd Ty break of day, and 


landed that Night in an Iſland cover'd with Stones 


and Gravel, having paſs'd by another at which I 
would not put in, becauſe I would not flight the 
opportunity of the Wind, which then ſtood very 


fair. Next day the Wind ſtanding equally fair, 


we ſet out and continued our courſe all that Day, 
and the following Night; for the ſix Eſſanapes in- 
form'd us, that the River was clean, and free from 
Rocks and Beds of Sand. The 23 we landed early 
in the Morning on the right ſide of the River, in 


order to careen one of our Boats that ſprung a 


Leak. While that was a doing, we dreſt ſome Ve- 


niſon that had been preſented me by che Comman- 


der of the laſt Village of the Eołoros; and the ad- 
jacent Country being repleniſh'd with Woods, the 
Savages of our Company went a ſhooting in the 
Foreſts ; but they ſaw nothing but ſmall Fowls, that 
they did not think fit to ſhoot at. As ſoon as we 
reimbarqu'd, the Wind fell all of a ſudden, and ſo 
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we were forc'd to ply the Oars ; but moſt of the 
Crew having ſlept but little the Night before, they 
row'd but very faintly, which oblig'd me to put in 
at a great Iſland two Leagues higher; the fix E/- 
ſanapes Slaves having inform'd me, that this Iſland 
afforded great plenty of Hares, which I found to 
be true. Theſe Animals had a lucky Inſtinct in 
taking ſhelter in this Iſland, for there the Woods 
are ſo thick, that we were forc'd to ſet fire to ſeve- 
ral places, before we could diſlodge 'em. _ 
Having made an end of our Game, my Soldi- 
ers fed heartily, and thereupon fell fo ſound aſleep, 
that I could ſcarce get em wak'd upon a falſe A- 
larm, occaſion'd by a Herd of Wolves that made a 
noiſe among the Thickets upon the Continent. We 
reimbarqued next day at ten a Clock in the Morn- 
ing, and did not run above twelve Leagues in two 
days, by reaſon that the Savages of our Company 
would needs walk along the River ſide with their 
Guns, to ſhoot Geeſe and Ducks ; in which they had 
very good Succeſs. After that we incampt juſt by the 
Mouth of a little River on the right Hand, and the 
Eſſanapes Slaves gave me notice, that the firſt of their 
Villages was not above ſixteen or eighteen Leagues 
off. Upon this Information, I ſent, by the advice 
of the Savages of our Company, two of the Slaves 
to give notice of our arrival, The 26th we row'd 
briskly, in hopes to reach the firſt Village that day; 
| | but belle retarded by the huge quantities of float- 
} ing Wood, that we met in ſeveral places, we were 
l | forc'd to continue all Night in our Canows. The 
LI | 27th about ten or eleven a Clock we approach'd to 
1 the Village, and after putting up the great Calumet 
di of Peace upon the Prow of our Canows, lay upon 
our Oars. | : 
Upon our firſt appearance, three or four hundred 
Elſanapes came running to the ſhoar, and, after dan- 
Cing juſt over againſt us, invited us aſhoar. As ſoon 
as 
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as we came near the ſhoar, they began to jump in- 
to our Canows; but I gave em to know by the 
four Eſſanapes Slaves, that I deſir'd they ſhould re- 


tire, which they did immediately. Then I landed, 


being accompany'd with the Savages of our Com- 


pany, namely, the Outagams, and the Outaouas, and 
with twenty Soldiers. At the fame time I gave or- 
ders to my Sergeants, to land and poſt Centries. 
As we ſtood upon the ſhoar, all the Eſanapes proſtra- 
ted themſelves three or four times before us, with 
their Hands upon their Foreheads ; after which we 
were convoy d to the Village with ſuch Acclamati- 
ons of Joy, as perfectly ſtun'd us. Upon our arri- 
val at the Gate, our Conductors ſtop'd us, till the 


Governour, a Man of fifty years of Age, march'd 


out with five or ſix hundred Men arm'd with Bows 
and Arrows. The Outagamis of wr Company per- 
ceiving this, charg'd em with In 

ing Strangers with their Arms about 'em, and call'd 
out in the Eokoros Language, that they ought to lay 
down their Arms. But the Eſſanapes Slaves that I 
had ſent in the day before, came up to me, and 
gave me to underſtand, that *'twas their cuſtom to 
ſtand to their Arms on fuch occaſions, and that 
there was no danger in the caſe. However, the ob- 
ſtinate Outagams obligd us to retire immediately 
to our Canows: Upon which the Leading Officer, 


and the whole Battalion, flung their Bows and Ar- 


rows aſide all on a ſudden. Then I return'd, and 
our whole Company enter'd the Village with their 
Fuſees in their Hands, which the Savages Wer 
mightily. The Leader of the Savages conducted u 
to a great Hutt, which look'd as if no body had 


liv'd in it before. When I and my twenty Soldiers 


had enter'd the place, they ſtop'd the Outagamw, 
affirming, that they did not deſerve the priviledge 
of entring within the Cottage of Peace, ſince they 
had endeavour'd to create , difference, and occaſi- 
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on a War between us and the Eſanapes. In the 
mean time I order'd my Men' to open the Door, 
and to call out to the Outagams, that they ſhould 
off: no manner of Injury: But the Outagams in 
ſtea coming in, preſs'd me to return with all 
expedition to the Canows, which accordingly I 
did, without loſs of time, and carry'd with me the 
four Eſſanapes Slaves, in order to leave em at the firſt 


Village we came to. We had no ſooner imbarqued, 
than the two other Slaves came to acquaint me that 


the Governor would ſtop me in his River; but 


the Outagams made anſwer, that he could not do 
that, without throwing a Mountain into it. In 
fine, we did not ſtand to diſpute the matter; and 
tho' 'twas then late, we row'd ſtraight to the next 
Village, which lay about three Leagues off.. Du- 
ring the time of this paſſage, I us'd the precaution 
of taking from my ſix Slaves an exact information 
of the Conſtitution of their Country, and particu- 
larly of the principal Village. They having aſſur'd 


me, that the Capital Canton was ſeated upon a 


fort of a Lake, I took up a Reſolution of not 
ſtopping at the other Villages, where I ſhould only 
Joſe time, and laviſh my Tobacco, and ſteering di- 
rectly to the Metropolitan, in order to complain to 


their Generaliſſimo. | 


We arriv'd at the Capital Canton on the 34 of 
November, and there met with a very honourable 
Reception. The Outagamis of our Company com- 
plain'd of the affront they had receiv'd ; but the 
Head General being already inform'd of the mat- 
ter, made anſwer, that they ought to have carry'd 
off the Governour or Leading Officer, and brought 
him along with them. In paſling from the firſt Vil- 
lage to this we run fifty Leagues, and were follow'd 
by a Proceſſion of People, that} were much more 
ſociable than the Governour that offer'd us that Af. 
front. After our Men had fitted up our Hutts at 
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the diſtance of a Cannon ſhot from the Village; 


we went in a joynt body with the Outagamis and 
the Out aouas, to the Cacick of that Nation; and in 


the mean time the Eſſanapes Slaves were brought be- 
fore him by ten of my Soldiers. I was actually in the 
preſence of this petty King, when theſe Slaves ſpent 
half an hour in proſtrating themſelves ſeveral times 
before him. I made him a Preſent of Tobacco, 
Knives, Needles, Ciſſars, two Firelocks with Flints, 
ſome Hooks, and a very pretty Cutlas. He was 
better ſatisfied with theſe trifling things, which he 
had never ſeen before, than I could have been with 
a plentiful Fortune. He teſtified his Acknowledg- 
ment of the Gift, by a Counter-preſent that was 
more ſolid, though not much more valuable, as 
conſiſting of Peaſe, Beans, Harts, Roe-bucks, Geeſe 
and Ducks, of which he ſent great plenty to our 
Camp: And indeed, we were extreamly well ſatis- 
fied with ſuch a ſeaſonable Preſent. He gave me 
to know, That, ſince I deſign'd to viſit the Gnacſi- 
cares, he would give me a Convoy of two or three 
hundred Men: That the Gnacſitares were a very ho- 
neſt fort of People; and that both they and his 
People were link'd by a common intereſt in guard- 
ing off the Mozeemlek, which were a turbulent and 
warlike Nation. He added, that the Nation laſt 
mention'd were very numerous; that they never 
took the Field without twenty thouſand Men at leaſt : 
That to repreſs the Incurſions and Inſults of that 
dangerous Enemy, the Gnacſitares and his Nation had 
maintain'd a Confederacy tor ſix and twenty years; 
and that his Allies (the Gnacſitare:) were forc'd to 
take up their Habitation in Iſlands, where the Ene- 
my cannot reach 'em. I was glad to accept of his 
Convoy, and return'd him many thanks. I ask d 
four Pirogues of him, which he granted very frank- 
ly, allowing me to pick and chooſe that number out 
of fifty. Having thus concerted my Meaſures, I 
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was relolv'd to loſe no time; and with that view 
order d my Carpenters to plane the Pirogues ; by 
which they were thinner and lighter by one half. The 
poor innocent People of this Country, could not 
conceive how we work'd with an Axe; every ſtroke 
we gave they cry'd out, as if they had ſeen ſome 
new Prodigy ; nay, the firing of Piſtols could not 
divert em from that Amazement, though they were 
equally ſtrangers both to the Piſtol and the Axe. 
As ſoon as my Pirogues were got ready, I left my 
Canows with the Governour or Prince, and beg'd 
of him that they might remain untouch'd by any 


body; in which point he was very faithful to me. 


I cannot but acquaint you in this place, that the 
higher I went up the River, I met with more dif. 
cretion from the Savages. But in the mean time [ 
muſt not take leave of the laſt Village, without giv- 
ing ſome account of it. *Tis bigger than all the 
reſt, and is the Reſidence of the Great Commander 


or Generaliflimo, whoſe Apartment is built by it 


ſelf towards the fide of the Lake, and ſurrounded 


with fifty other Apartments, in which all his Rela- 


tions are lodg d. When he walks, his way is ſtrow'd 
with the leaves of Trees: But commonly he is 


carry'd by fix Slaves. His Royal Robes are of the 


fame Magnificence with thoſe of the Commander 
of the Okoros : For he is naked all over, excepting 
his lower parts, which are cover'd with a Jarge 


Scarf made of the barks of Trees. The large extent 


of this Village might juſtly intitle it to the name of 
2 City. The Houſes are built almoſt like Ovens, 
but they are large and high; and moſt of em are 


of Reeds cemented with fat Earth. The day be- 


fore I left this place, as I was walking about, I ſaw 
thirty or forcy Women running at full ſpeed ; and 
being ſurpris d with the ſpectacle, ſpoke to the Ou- 
tagamis to order my four Slaves to ſee what the matter 
was; for theſe Slaves were my only Interpreters - 
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this unknown Country. Accordingly they brought 


me word, that twas ſome new married Women, 


who were running to receive the Soul of an old 
Fellow that lay a dying. From thence I concluded, 
that the People were Py:hagoreans ; and upon that 
Apprehenſion, ask dem how they came to eat A- 
nimals, into which their Souls might be transfus'd : 
But they made anſwer, that the Tranſmigration of 
Souls is always confin'd to the reſpective Species, 
ſo that the Soul of a Man cannot enter into a Fow], 
as that of a Fowl cannot be lodg'd in a quadruped, 
and ſo on. The Okoros, of both Sexes, are fully as 
handſom and as clever, as this People. 

December the 4th, I took leave of this Village, ha- 
ving ten Soldiers on board of my Pirogue, beſides 
the ten Oumamis, the four Outaouas,and the four Eſſa- 
napes Slaves, that J have mention'd ſo often. Here 
ended the Credit and Authority of the Calumet of 
Peace, for the Gnacſitares are not acquainted with 
that Symbol of Concord. The firſt day we had 
enough to do to run ſix or ſeven Leagues, by rea- 
fon of the Bulruſhes with which the Lake is in- 
cumber'd. The two following days we ſail'd ewen- 
ty Leagues. The 4th day a Weſt-North-Weſt wind 
ſurpris'd us with ſuch a boiſterous violence, that we 
were forc'd to put aſhoar, and lay two days upon 
a ſandy Ground, where we were in danger of ſtar- 
ving for Hunger and-Cold ; for the Country was ſo 
barren, that we could not find a chip of Wood 
wherewith to warm our ſelves, or to dreſs our Victu- 


als; and as far as cur Eye. could reach, there was 


nothing to be ſeen but Fens cover'd with Reeds 
and Clay, and naked Fields. Having indur'd this 
Hardſhip we ſet out again, and rew'd to a little 
Iſland, upon which we incamp'd, but found no- 
thing there but green Fields; however, to make ſome 
amends we fiſh'd up great numbers of little Trouts, 
upon which we fed very heartily. At laſt, after 
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ſailing ſix days more, we arriv'd at the Point or 
Lands-end of that Iſland which you ſee mark'd in 
my Map with a Flower-de-luce. "Twas then the 
19th day of December, and we had not yet felt all 
the rigorous Hardſhips of the Cold. As ſoon as [ 
had landed and fitted up my Tents or Hutts, I de- 
tach'd my Eſſanapes Slaves to the firſt of the three 
Villages that Jay before us; for I had avoided ſtop- 
ping at ſome Villages in an Iſland upon which we 
coaſted in the Night-time. The Slaves return'd in 
a great Alarm, occaſion'd by the unfavourable An- 
ſwer they receiv d from the Gnacſi ares, who took us 
for Spaniards, and were angry with them for con- 
ducting us to their Country. I ſhall not be minute 
in every Particular that happen'd, for fear of tyring 
your Patience. *Tis ſufficient to acquaint you, that 
upon the Report of my Slaves I immediately em- 
bark'd, and poſted my ſelf in another Ifland that 
lay in the middle between the great Iſland and the 
Continent; but I did not ſuffer the Eſſanapes to be 
in my Camp. In the mean time the Gaacſitares ſer.t 
expeditious Couriers to the People that live eighty 
Leagues to the Southward of them, to deſire they 
would ſend ſome of their number to examine us; for 
that People were ſuppos'd to be well acquainted with 
the . Spaniards of New Mexico. The length of the 
Journey did not diſcourage em, for they came as 
chearfuily as if it bad been upon a National Con- 
cern : and after taking a view of our Cloaths, our 
Swords, our Fuſees, our Air, Complexion, and 
manner of Speech, were forc'd to own that we were 
not true Spaviards? Theſe Conſiderations, join'd to 
the Account I gave em of the Reaſons upon which 
I undertook the Voyage, of the War we were ingag'd 
in againſt Spain, and of the Country to the Eaſtward 
that we poileſs'd ; theſe, I fay, had fo much influ- 
ence, as to undeceive em. Then they invited me 
ro encamp in their IVand, and brought me a 75 of 
| | rain 
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Grain not unlike our Lentils, that grows plentifully 
in that Country. I thank'd 'em for their Invitation, 
and told em that I would not be obligd to diſtruſt 
them, nor give them any occaſion to diſtruſt me. 
However, I croſs'd with my Savages and ten Sol- 
diers well arm'd ; and after breaking the Ice in cer- 
tain places ( for it had freez'd hard for ten or twelve 
days) I landed within ewo Leagues of one of their 
Villages, to which T walk'd up by Land. "Tis need- 
leſs to mention the Particulars of the Ceremony with 
which I was receiv'd, it being the ſame with what I 
deſcrib'd upon other occaſions ; I ſhall only take occa- 
ſion to acquaint you, that my Preſents made a won- 
derful Impreſſion upon the Minds of theſe People, 
whom I ſhall call a raſcally Rabble, tho' at the ſame 
time they are the politeſt Nation I have yet ſeen in 
this Country. Their Governour bears the Figure of 
a King more than any of the other Commanders of 
the Savages. He has an abſolute Dominion over all 
the Villages which are deſcrib'd in my Map. In this 
and the other Iſlands I faw large Parks, or Incloſures, 
ſftock'd wich wild Beeves for the uſe of the People. I 
had an Interview for two hours together with the Go- 
vernour, or the Cacick; and almoſt our whole Confe- 
rence related to the Spaniards of New Mexico, who, as 
he aſſured me, were not diſtant from his Country a- 
bove eighty Tazous, each of which is three Leagues. I 
muſt own indeed, 1 was as curious upon this Head 
as he was; and I wanted an Account of the Spani- 
ards from him, as much as he did from me: In fine, 
we reciprocally inform'd one another of a great ma- 
ny Particulars relating to that Head. He requeſted 
me to accept of a great Houſe that was prepar'd for 
me; and his firſt piece of Civility conſiſted in calling 
in a great many Girls, and prefling me and my Re- 
tinue to ſerve our ſelves. Had this Temptation been 
thrown in our way at a more ſeaſonable time, it had 
prov'd irreſiſtible ; but *ewas not an agreeable "_ 
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for Paſſengers that were infeebled by Labour and 


Want. Sine Cerere & Baccho friget Venus. After he 
made us ſuch a civil Proffer, the Savages, upon my 
inftance, repreſented to him, that my Detachment 
expected me at a certain hour, and that if I ſtay'd 
Jonger, they would be in pain for me. This Adven- 
ture happen'd on the 7th of Fanuary. 7 
Two days after, the Cacick came to fee me, and 
brought with him four hundred of his own Subjects, 
and four Mozeemlek daher whom I took for Spa- 


niards, My Miſtake was occaſion'd by the great dif- 


| ference between theſe two American Nations; for, 


the Mozeemlel Savages were cloath'd, they had a 
thick buſhy Beard, and their Hair hung down un- 
der their Ears; their Complexion was ſwarthy, their 


Addreſs was civil and ſubmiſſive, their Meen grave, 


and their Carriage engaging. Upon theſe Conſide- 
rations I could not imagine that they were Savages, 
cho” after all I found my ſelf miſtaken. Theſe four 
Slaves gave me a Deſcription of their Country, which 
the Gnacſitares repreſented by way of a Map upon a 
Deer's Skin; as you ſee it drawn in this Map. Their 
Villages ſtand upon a River that ſprings out of a ridge 
of Mountains, from which the Long River likewiſe 
derives its Source, there being a great many Brooks 
there which by a joint Confluence form the River. 
When the Gnacſitares have a mind to hunt wild 
Beeves, they ſet out in Pirogues, which they make uſe 
of till they come to the Croſs mark'd thus (+) in 


'the Map, at the Confluence of two little Rivers. The 


Hunting of che wild Bulls, with which all the Val- 
leys are cover'd in Summer, is ſometimes the occaſi- 
on of a cruel War: For the other Croſs (-) which 
you ſee in the Map is one of the Boundaries or Li- 
mits of Mozeemlek; and if either of theſe two Nati- 
ons advances but a little beyond their Limits, it gives 
Riſe to a bloody Engagement. The Mountains TI 
ſpoke of but now, are fix Leagues broad, and ſo high 
e that 
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that one muſt caſt an infinity of Windings and Tur- 
nings before he can croſs em. Bears and wild Beaſts 
are their only Inhabitants. 

The Mezeemleck Nation is numerous and puiſſant. 
The four Slaves of that Country inform'd me, that 
at the diſtance of 150 Leagues from the Place where 
I then was, their principal River empties it ſelf into 
a Salt Lake of three hundred Leagues in Circumfe- 
rence, the mouth of which is abour two Leagues 
broad: That the lower part of that River is adorn'd 


with ſix noble Cities, ſurrounded with Stone cemen- 


ted with fat Earth: That the Houſes of theſe Cities 
have no Roofs, but are open above like a Platform, 
as you ſee em drawn in the Map: That beſides the 
abovemention'd Cities, there were above an hundred 
Towns, great and ſmall, round that fort of Sea, u 
on which they navigate with ſuch Boats as you fo 
dran in the Map: That the People of that Country 
made Stuffs, Copper Axes, and ſeveral other Manu- 
factures, which the Outagamis and my other Inter- 
preters could not give me to underſtand, as being al- 
together unacquainted with ſuch things: That their 
Government was Deſpotick, and lodg'd in the hands 
of one great Head, to whom the reſt paid a trem- 
bling Submiſſion: That the People upon that Lake 
call themſelves Tabuglauk, and are as numerous as 
the Leaves of Trees, (ſuch is the Expreſſion that the 
Savages uſe for an Hyperbole: ) That the Mozeemlek 
People ſupply the Cities or Towns of the Tahuglauk 
with great numbers of little Calves, which they take 
upon the abovemention'd Mountains: and, That 
the Tahuglauk make uſe of theſe Calves for ſeveral! 
ends; for, they not only eat theif Fleſh, but bring 


'em up to Labour, and make Cloaths, Boots, Cc. 


of their Skins. They added, That twas their Mif- 
fortune to be took Priſoners by the Gnacſitares in the 
War which had laſted for eighteen Years ; but, that 

they hoped a Peace would be ſpeedily concluded, 


upon 
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upon which the Priſoners would be exchang'd, pur. 
ſuanc to the uſual Cuſtom. They glory'd in the 
poſſeſſion of a greater meaſure of Reaſon than the 
Gnacſitares could pretend to, to whom they allow no 
more than the Figure of a Man; for they look upon 
em as Beaſts otherwiſe. To my mind, their Notion 
upon this Head is not to very extravagant; for I ob- 
ſerv'd ſo much Honour and Politeneſs in the Con- 
verſation of theſe four Slaves, that I thought I had 
to do with Europeans: But, after all, I muſt confeſs, 
that the Gnacſitares are the moſt tractable Nation I 
met with among all the Savages. One of the four 
AMozeemlek Slaves had a reddiſh fort of a Copper Me- 
dal hanging upon his Neck, the Figure of which is 
repreſented in the Map. I had it melted by Mr. 4e 
Ponti's Gun-ſmith, who underſtood ſomething of 
Mettals; but it became thereupon heavier, and deep- 
er colour'd, and withal ſomewhat tractable. I deſir d 
the Slaves to give me a circumſtantial Account of 
theſe Medals; and accordingly they gave me to un- 
derſtand, that they are made by the Tabiglauk, who 
are excellent Artizans, and pur a great value upon 
ſuch Medals. I could pump nothing farther out of 
em, Wirth relation to the Country, Commerce and 
Cuſtoms of that remote Nation. All they could ſay 
was, that the great River of the Nation runs all a- 
Jong Weſtward, and chat the ſalt Lake into which it 


falls is three hundred Leagues in Circumference, and 


thirty in breadth, its Mouth ſtretching a great way 
to the Southward. I would fain have ſatisfied my 
Curioſity in being an eye-witneſs of the Manners 


and Cuſtoms of the 72h:/auk ; but that being im- 


practicable, I was forc'd to be inſtructed at ſecond 


hand by theſe AA zcemlel Slaves; who aſſur'd me, 


upon the Faith of a Savage, that the Tabugiauk wear 
their Beads two Fingers breadth long; that their 
Garments reach down to their Knees; that they co- 
ver their Heads wich a ſharp-pointed Cap; that they 

2 always 
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always wear a long Stick or Cane in their hands, 
which is tipp'd, not unlike what we uſe in Eu- 
rope; that they wear a ſort of Boots upon their Legs 
which reach up to the Knee; that their Women ne- 
ver ſhew themſelves, which perhaps proceeds from 
the ſame Principle that prevails in Tah and Spain; 
and, in fine, that this People are always at War with 
the puiſſane Nations that are ſeated in the Neigh- 
bourhood of the Lake ; but withal, that they never 
difquiet the ftrowling Nations that fall in their way, 
by reaſon of their Weakneſs : An admirable Leſſon 


for ſome Princes in the World, who are fo much in- 


tent upon the making uſe of the ſtrongeſt hand. 

This was all I could gather upon that Subject. My 
Curioſity prompted me to deſite a more particular 
Account; but unluckily I wanted a good Interpre- 
ter: and having to do with ſeveral Perſons that did 
not well underſtand themſelves, I could make no- 
thing of their incoherent Fuſtian. I preſented the 
poor miſerable Slaves with ſomething in proportion 
to the Cuſtom of that Country, and endeavour'd to 
perſwade 'em to go with me to Canada, by making 
em ſuch Offers as in their eſteem would appear like 
Mountains of Gold: but the love they had for their 
Country ſtifled all Perſwaſion; fo true it is, that Na- 
ture reduc'd to its juſt Limits cares but little for 
Riches. | | 

In the mean time it began to thaw, and the Wind 
chop about to the South-weſt; upon which | gave 
notice to the great Cacique.of the Cnacſitares, that I 
had a mind to return to Canada. V pon that occaſion 
I repeated my Preſents ; in compenſation of which, 
my Pirogues were ſtow'd with Beef as fuli as they 
could hold. This done, I embark d and cioſs'd q- 
ver from the little Iſland to the Continent, where I 
fix d a great loug Pole, with the Arms of France done 
upon a Plate of Lead. I ſet out the 26th of Fannary, 
and arriv'd ſafe on the 5th of February in the Cy 
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of the Eſſanaben. We had much more pleaſure in 
ſailing down the River, than we had in going up; 
for we had the agreeable diverſion of ſeeing ſeveral 
Huntſmen ſhooting the Water-Fowl, that are plen- 
tiful upon that River. You muſt know, that the 
Stream of the Long River is all along very ſlack and 
eaſie, abating for about three Leagues between the 
fourteenth and fifteenth Village ; for there indeed its 
Current may be call'd rapid. The Channel is fo 
ſtraight, that it ſearce winds at all from the Head to 
the Lake. *Tis true tis not very pleaſant ; for moſt 
of its Banks have a diſmal Proſpect, and the Water 
it ſelf has an ugly Taſte: but then its Uſefulneſs at- 
tones for ſuch Inconveniencies ; for, tis navigable 
with the greateſt eaſe, and will bear Barques of fifty 
Tun, till you come to that place which is mark'd 
with a Flower-de-luce in the Map, and where I put 
up the Poſt that my Soldiers chriſten'd Ia Hontau's Li- 
mit. March 2. I arriv'd in the Miſſiipi, which was 
then much deeper and more rapid than before, by 
reaſon of the Rains and Land-floods. To fave the 
Labour of Rowing, we then left our Boats to the 
Current, and ariivQ on the Toth in the Iſland of 
Rencontres, which took its Name from the Defeat 
of 400 Iroqueſe, accompliſh'd there by 300 Nadousſſis. 
The Story of the Encounter is briefly this: A Party 
of 400 Iroqueſe having a mind to ſurpriſe a certain 
People in the Neighbourhood of the Orentas (of whom 
more anon) march'd to the Country of the- 1lineſe, 
where they built Canows, and were furniſh'd with 
Proviſions. After that they embark'd upon the Ri- 
ver Miſſiſipi, and were diſcover'd by another little 
Fleet that was ſailing down the other {ide of the ſame 
River. The Iroqueſe crofſs'd over immediately to that 
Iſland, which is ſince calld Aux Rencontres. The 
Nadoueſſis, i. e. the other little Fleet, being ſuſpici- 
ous of ſorne ill Deſign, without knowing what Peo- 
ple they were, (for they had no knowledge of the 
. | Iroqueſe 
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Troqueſe but by Hear-ſay ; upon this ſuſpicion, I ſay, 
they tugg'd hard to come up with em. The two 
Armies poſted themſelves upon the point of the 
Iſland, where the two Croſſes are put down in the 
Map; and as ſoon as the Nadoueſſis came in ſight, the 
Iroqueſe cry d out in the Ilineſe Language, Who are ye? 
To which the Nadoueſſis anſwer'd, Some body: And 
putting the like Queſtiorfto the Troqueſe, receiv'd the 
ſame Anſwer. Then the Iroqueſe put this Queſtion 
to em, Vbere are you a going? To hunt Beeves, reply'd 
the Nadoueſſis. But pray, ſays the Nadoueſſis, what's 
your buſineſs? To hunt Men, reply'd the Iroqueſe. Ti 
well, ſays the Nardoueſſis, we are men, and ſo you need 


go no farther. Upon this Challenge the two Parties 


diſembark'd, and the Leader of the Nadoueſſis cut his 
Canows to pieces; and after repreſenting to his War- 
riours that they behov'd either to Conquer or Die, 
march'd up to the Iroqueſe; who receiv'd 'em at firſt 
Onſet with a Cloud of Arrows: But the Nadoueſſis 
having ſtood their firſt Diſcharge, which kill'd em 
eighty Men, fell in upon em with their Clubs in 
their hands, before the others could charge again; 
and ſo routed 'em entirely. This Engagement laſted 
for two hours, and was fo hot, that ewo hundred 
and ſixty Iroqueſe fell upon the ſpot, and the reſt were 
all taken Priſoners. Some of the Iroqueſe indeed at- 
tempted to make their Eſcape after the Action was 


over; but the victorious General ſent ten or twelve 


of his Men to purſue em in one ot the Canows that 
he had taken: and accordingly they were all over- 
taken and drown'd. The Nadoueſſis having obtain'd 
this 1 cut off the Noſes and Ears of two of 


the C 
ſees 
turning to their own Country, 1n order to give their 
Country- men to underſtand, that they ought not to 
employ Women to hunt after Men any longer. 


K The 


rereſt Priſoners; and ſupplying em with Eu- e . 
owder, and Ball, gave em the liberty of re- ere 
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The 12th we arriv'd at the Village of the Otentas, 
where we took in a plentiful Proviſion of Turkey 
Corn, of which theſe People have great ſtore. They 
inform'd us, that their River was pretty rapid, and 
-rook its Riſe from the neighbouring Mountains; and 
that the upper part of it was adorn'd with ſeveral Villa- 
ges inhabited by the People call'd Panimaba, Paneaſſa, 
and Pauetonka. But conſidering that I was ſtraitned 
for time, and that I ſaw no probability of learning 
what I wanted to know with reference to the Spani- 
ards , I took leave of em the next day, which was 
the 13th, and in four days time, by the help of the 
Current and our Oars, made the River of the Miſſourx. 
This done, we run up againſt the Stream of that Ri- 
ver, which was at leaſt as rapid as the Miſiſipi was at 
that time; and arriv'd on the 18th at the firſt Village 
of the Miſours, where I only ſtop'd to make the 
People ſome Preſents that procur'd me a hundred 
Turkeys, with which that People are wonderfully 
well ſftock'd. After that, we row'd hard againſt the 
Stream, and landed next night near the ſecond Vil- 
lage. As ſoon as I arriv'd, I detach'd a Sergeant with 
ten Soldier? to convoy the Outagams to the Village, 
while the reſt of my Crew were buſied in fitting up 
our Hutts and unloading our Canows. It happen'd 
unluckily that neither the Soldiers nor the Outagamu 
could make the Savages underſtand 'em; and the 
latter were juſt ready to fall upon em, when an old 
Fellow cry'd out, that the Strangers were not with- 
out more company, for that he = diſcover'd our 
Huts and Canows. Upon this, the Soldiers and the 
Outagamss retird in a great Conſternation, and ad- 
- vVisd me to keep a ſtrong Guard all night. About 
two a clock in the Morning two Men approach'd to 

: -our little Camp, and call'd in Ilineſe, that they wan- 
ted an Interview; upon which the Outagams, being 
extreamly well facisfied that there was ſome body a- 
mong 'em who could underſtand what they ſaid, re- 
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ply'd in Ilineſe, that they ſhould be very welcome as 
oon as the Sun appear d in the Horizon. Neverthe- 
leſs, the Outagams reſented the former Affront ſo 
much, that they importun'd me all night long to ſet 
fire to the Village, and put all the ſcoundrel Inhabi- 
tants to the Sword. I made anſwer to em, that 
twas our buſineſs to be wiſer than they, and to bend 
our Thoughts, not upon a fruitleſs Revenge, but 
upon the Diſcovery that we were then in queſt of. 
At the break of Day the two Adventurers of the 
Night came up to us, and after putting Interfogato- 
ries to us for the ſpace of two hours, invited us to 
come up to their Village. The Outagams reply d, 
that the Head or Governour of their Nation ought 
to have ſaluted us ſooner : and this oblig'd em to go 
back to give him notice. After that we ſaw no bo- 
dy for three hours: but at laſt, when our Impatience 
was juſt beginning to boil, we perceiv'd the Gover- 


nour, who accoſted us in a trembling Poſture. He 


was accompany'd with ſome of his own Men, who 


were loaded with broil'd or dry'd Meat, Sacks of Tur- 


key or Indian Corn, dry'd Raiſins, and ſome ſpeckled 
or particolour'd Buck skins. In conſideration of this 
Preſent, I made em another of leſs conſequence: 
Then I brought on a Conterence between the Outa- 
gamis of my Company and the two Night Meſſen- 
gers, in order to make ſome diſcovery of the Nature 
of the Country; but they ſtill ſtop'd our Mouths 
with this Anſwer; that they knew nothing of the 
Matter, but that the other Nations that liv'd higher 
up wete able to inform us. Had I been of the ſame 
mind with the Outagams, we had done noble Ex- 
ploits in this Place: but I conſider'd that twas my 
buſineſs to purchaſe the Knowledge of ſeveral things, 
which I could not obtain by burning the Village. 
To be ſhort, we re-ernbark'd that fame day, about two 


a clock in the Afternoon, and row'd about four 


Leagues up the River; where we mide the River of 
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the Oſages, and encamp'd by its Mouth. That Night 
we had ſeveral falſe Alarms from the wild Beeves, up- 
on which we made ſufficient Repriſals afterwards ; 
for the pext day we kill'd many of em notwithſtand- 
Ing that it rain'd ſo heavily that we could ſcarce 
ſtir out of our Hutts. Towards the Evening, when 
the Rain was over, and while we were tranſport- 
ing two or three of theſe Beeves to our little 
Camp, we ſpy'd an Army of the Savages upon a full 
March towards us. Upon that, my Men began to 
intrench themſelves, and to unload their Pieces with 
Worms, in order to charge em afreſh; but one of 
the Pieces happening to go off, the whole Body of 
the Enemy diſappear'd, ſome ſtraggling one way, 
and ſome another: for theſe People were upon the 
fame foot with the Nations that live upon the Long 
River, foraſmuch as neither of them had ever ſeen 
or handled Fire-Arms. However, this Adventure 
mov'd the Oatagams ſo much, that to fſatisfie them, 
I was oblig'd to re embark that very night, and re- 
turn the ſame way that I carne. Towards Midnight 
we came before a Village, and kept a profound Si- 
lence till Day-break, at which time we row'd up to 
their Fore; and upon our entring there, and diſchar- 
ging our Pieces in the Air, the Women, Children, 
and ſuperannuated Men, were put into ſuch a Con- 
ſternation, that they run from place to place calling 
out for Mercy. You muſt know, all their Warriours 
were abroad, and *twas a Body of them that offer'd 
to attack us the day before. The Outagamis percei- 
ving the Conſternation of the Women and Children, 
call'd out, that they behov'd to depart the Village, 
and that the Women ſhould have time to take up 
their Children. Upon that the whole Crew turn'd 
out, and we ſet fire to the Village on all ſides. This 
done, we purſu'd our Courſe down that rapid River, 
and enter'd the River M. ſſiſpi on the 25th, early in 
the Morning: the 26th, about three a clock -x omg 
ET After- 
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Afternoon, we deſcry'd three or four hundred Sava- 
ges employ'd in the Hunting of Beeves, which ſwar- 
med in all the Meads to the Weſtward. As ſoon as 
the Hunters ſpy d us, they made a ſign that we 
ſhould make towards em. Being ignorant who, or 
how numerous they were, we made a halt at firſt ; 
but at laſt we put in about a Musket-ſhot above em, 
calling out to em that they ſhould not approach to 
us in a Body. Upon that, four of their number 
came up to us with a ſmiling Countenance, and gave 
us to know, in the Iineſe Language, that they were 
Akanſas. We could not but credit their Report, for 
they had Knives and Sciſſars hanging upon their 
Necks, and little Axes about em, which the ineſe 
preſent em with when they meet. In fine, being 
aſſur'd that they were of that Nation, which Mr. 4e 
la Salle and ſeveral other French. men were intimately 
acquainted with, we landed at the ſame place; and 
they entertain'd us firſt with Dancing and Singing, 
and then with all forts of Meat. The next day they 
ſhew'd us a Crocodile that they had knock'd in the 
head two days before, by a Stratagem that you'll 


us the diverſion of a Hunting Match; for 'tis cuſto- 
mary with them, when they mean to divert them- 
ſelves, to catch the Beeves by the different Methods 
laid down in this Cut. I put ſome Queſtions to 'em 
relating to the Spaniards, but they could not refolve 
em. All that I learn'd from em was, that the 44i/- 
ſoars and the Oſages are numerous and miſchievous 
Nations, equally void both of Courage and Honelty ; 


Rivers; and, in a word, were too good for them. 
After we had ſpent two days with them, we pur- 
ſued our Voyage to the River Ouabach, taking care 
to watch the Crocodiles very narrowly, of which 
hey had told us incredible Stories. The next day 
e enter'd the Mouth of that River, and ſounded it, 
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find deſcrib'd in another place: After that they gave 


that their Countries were water'd with very great | 
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to try the truth of what the Savages reported of its 
depth. In effect, we found there three Fathom and 
a half Water ; but the Savages of our Company al- 
ledg'd, that twas more ſwell'd than uſually. They 
all agreed, that 'twas Navigable an hundred Leagues 
up, and I wiſt'd heartily, that my time had allow'd 
me to run up to its Source; but that being unſeaſo- 
nable, I ſail'd up againſt the Stream, till we came 
to the River of the Ilineſe, which we made on the 
th of April with ſome difficulty, for the Wind was 
againſt us the firſt two days, and the Currents was 
very rapid. N 

All J can fay of the River Miſſiſipi, now that I 
am to take leave of it, is, that its narroweſt part 
is half a League over, and the ſhalloweſt is a Fa- 
thom and a half deep; and that according to the 
information of the Savages, its ſtream is pretty gen- 
tle for ſeven or eight Months of the year. As for 
Shelves or Banks of Sand, I met with none in it. 
*Tis full of Ifles which look like Groves, by reaſon 
of the great plenty of Trees, and in the verdant 
ſeaſon of the year afford a very agreeable proſpect. 
Its Banks are Woods, Meadows and Hills. I cannot 
be poſitive, whether it winds much in ather places; 
but as far as I could fee, its courſe is very different 
from that of our Rivers in France; for J muſt 
tell you by the way, chat all the Rivers of America 
run pretty ſtraight. 

The River of the Hlineſe is intitled to Riches, by 
vertue of the benign Climate, and of the great quan- 
tities of Deer, Roe-Bucks, and Turkeys that feed 
upon its brinks : Not to mention ſeveral other Beaſts 
and Fowls, a defcription of which would require 
an intire Volume. If you faw but my Journal, you 
would be ſick of the tedious particulars of our dai- 
ly Adventures both in Hunting and Fiſhing divers 
{pecies of Animals, and in Rencounters with the Sava- 
Bes. In ſhort, the laſt thing 1 ſhall mention of this 
2 | . | ? | R i y er, 
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River, is, that the Banks are repleniſh'd with an 
infinity of Fruit- Trees, which we ſaw in a diſmal 
condition, as being ſtrip'd of their verdure ; and 
that among theſe Fruit-Trees, there are many Vines, 
which bear moſt beautiful Cluſters of very large 
Grapes. I ate ſome of theſe Grapes dry'd in the Sun, 
which had a moſt delicious Taſte. The Beavers are 
as unfrequent in this, as in the long River, where 


TI ſaw nothing but Otters, of which the People 


make Furs forthe Winter. h 

I ſet out from the Ilineſe River on the roth of 
April, and by the help of a Weſt South-Weſt Wind, 
arrivd in fix days at the Fort of Crevecoeur, where I 
met with Mr. de Tonti, who receiv'd me with all ima- 
ginable Civility , and is juſtly reſpected and ho- 
nour'd by the Troqueſe. I ſtay'd three days in this 
Fore, where there were thirty Coureurs de Box that 
traded with the Iliveſe. The 20:6 I arriv'd at the 
Village of the lineſe; and to leſſen the drudgery of 
a great Land-carriage of twelve great Leagues, in- 
gag'd four hundred Men to tranſport our Baggage, 
which they did in the ſpace of four days, being 
incourag'd by a Bribe of a great Roll of Braſil To- 
bacco, an hundred pound weight of Powder, two 
hundred weight of Ball, and ſome Arms, which I 
gave to the moſt conſiderable Men of their number. 
The 24th I arriv'd at Chekakou, where my Outagamws 
took leave of me in order to return to their own 
Country, being very well ſatisfied with a Preſent I 
made 'em of ſome Fuſees, and ſome Piſtols. The 
25th I reimbarqued, and by rowing hard in a Calm, 
made the River of the Oumamis on the 28:h There I 
met four hundred Warriours, upon the very {ame 
place where Mr. de la Salle had formerly built a 
Fort. Theſe Warriours were then imploy'd in burn- 
ing three Iroqueſe, who, as they ſaid, deſery'd the 
Puniſhment ; and invited us to thare in the pleaſure 


\ Of the Show ; for the Savages take it very ill if one 
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refuſes the diverſion of ſuch real Tragedies. The 
Tragical ſpectacle made me ſhrink, for the poor 
wretches were put to inconceiveable Torture; and 
upon that TI reſolv'd to reimbarque with all ex- 
pedition; alledging for an Apology, that my Men 
had great ſtore of Brandy with em, and would cer- 
tainly make themſelves drunk, in ſolemniſing their 
Victory, upon which they would be apt to commit 
diſorders, that I could not poſſibly prevent. Ac- 
cordingly I went immediately on board, and after 
coaſting along the Lake, croſs'd the Bay de Ours, 

and landed at Miſimakinac the 224. 55 
I am inform'd by the Sieur de S. Pierre de Repantig- 
ni, who travel'd from Quebec hither upon the Ice, 
that Mr. de Denonville has took up“ a reſolution of 
making a Peace with the Iroqueſe, in which he means 
to comprehend the other Nations that are his Al- 
lies; and with that view had given notice to his Al- 
lies, that they ſhould not infeſt the Iroqueſe. He 
acquaints me further, that Mr. de Denonville-has ſent 
orders to the Governour of this place, to perſwade 
the Rat, (one of the Commanders of the Hurons ) 
to go down to the Colony, with a deſign, to have 
him hang'd ; and that the Savage General being a- 
ware of the deſign, has made a publick Declaration, 
that he will go thither on purpoſe to defie him. Ac- 
cordingly he deſigns to ſet out to Morrow witha great 
body of Outaouas, and ſome Coureurs de Bois, under 
the command of Mr. Dulbut. As for the Soldiers of 
my Detachment, I have diſpers'd em in ſeveral 
 Canows among the Savages, and the Coureurs de Bou; 
but having ſome buſineſs to adjuſt in this place, I 


am oblig d to tariy my (elf feven or eight days 
longer | 


This, Sir, is the true account of my little Voy- 
age. I have related nothing but the Eſſential Cir- 
cumſtances; chœoſing to overlook the reſt, which 
are ſo trifling, as to be unworthy of your Curioſi- 


ty. 
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ty. As for the Ilineſe Lake, tis three hundred Leagues 
in Circumference, as you may ſee by the Scale of 
Leagues upon the Map. Tis ſeated in an admira- 
ble Climate; its Banks are cloath'd with fine and tall 
Trees, and have but few Meads. The River of 
the Oumamis is not worth your regard. The Bay 
de POurs qui dort, is of an indifferent large extent, 
and receives the River upon which the Outaouas are 
wont to hunt Beavers every third year. In ſhort, 
it has neither Shelves, Rocks, nor Banks of Sand. 
The Land which bounds it on the South ſide, is re- 
pleniſh'd with Roe-bucks, Deer, and Turkeys. Fare- 
wel, Good Sir: And aſſure your ſelf, that twill al- 
ways be a ſenſible pleaſure to me, to amuſe you 


with an account of the greateſt Curiofities I meet 


With. | 

But now, Sir, I hope you will not take it ill, that 
the Relation I here give you, is only an Abridg- 
ment of my Voyage: For, in earneſt, to be mi- 
nute upon every particular Curioſity, would require 
more time and leiſure than 1 can ſpare. I have 
here ſent you a view of the ſubſtantial part; and 
ſhall afterwards hope for an opportunity. of recount- 
ing to you by word of Mouth, an infinity of Ad- 


ventures, Rencounters, and Obſervarions, which 


may call up the reflecting faculty of thinking Men. 
My own Thought is too Superficial to philoſophiſe 
upon the Origin, the Belief, the Manners and Cu- 
ſtoms of ſo many Savages; or to make any advan- 
ces with reference to the extent of this Continent 
to the Weſtward. I have contented my ſelf with 
offering ſome thoughts upon the cauſes of the bad 
ſucceſs of the Diſcoveries, that ſeveral experienc'd 
Men have attempted in America, both by Sea and 
Land: And I flatter my ſelf, that my thoughts up- 
on that head are juſt. The freſh Inſtances of Mr. 
de la Salle, and ſeveral other unlucky Diſcoverers, 
may afford a ſufficient and ſeaſonable caution to 

thoſe, 
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thoſe, who for the future ſhall undertake to diſcover 
all the unknown Countries of this New World. 


Tis not every one that's qualify'd for ſuch an En- 


terpriſe, non licet omnibus adire Corinthum, Twere an 
eaſie matter to trace the utmoſt limits of the Coun- 
try that lies to the Weſt of Canada, provided it be 
gone about in a propgr Method. In the firſt place, 
inſtead of Canows, Iwould have ſuch Adventurers 
to make uſe of certain Sloops of a peculiar Stru- 
ure, which might draw but little Water, and be 
portable, as being made of light Wood; and with- 
all carry thirteen Men, with 35 or 40 hundred weight 
of Stowage, and be able to bear the ſhock of the 
Waves in the great Lakes. Courage, Health, and 
Vigilance, are not ſufficient of themſelves to quali- 
fie a Man for ſuch Adventures ; he ought to be 
poſſeſs'd of other Talents, which are rarely met 
with in one and the ſame Perſon. The Conduct 
of the"three hundred Men that accompany'd me 
upon this Diſcovery, gave me a great deal of trou- 
ble. It requires a large ſtock of Induſtry and Pati- 


| ence, to keep ſuch a Company up to their Duty. 


Sedition, Mutinies, Quarrels, and an infinity of diſ- 
orders frequently take place among thoſe, who be- 
ing in remote and ſolitary Places, think they have 
a right of uſing force againſt their Superiours. One 
muſt diſſemble, and even ſhut his Eyes upon occa- 
ſion, leaſt the growing Evil ſhould be inflam'd : 


The gentleſt Methods are the ſureſt, for him that 


commands in Chief; andif any Mutiny or Sediti- 
ous Plot is in view, tis the buſineſs of the inferior 
Officers to ſtifle it, by perſwading the Murineers, 
that the diſcovery of ſuch things ro the Command- 
ing Officer, would create a great deal of uneaſineſs. 
So, the chief Officer muſt ſtill make as if he were 
ignorant of what paſſes, unleſs it be, that the flame 
breaks out in his Preſence ; then indeed he lies un- 
der an indiſpenſible Obligation, of inflicting 3 
an 
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and private puniſhment, without his prudence di- 
rects him to put off the Execution, upon an appre- 
henſion of ſome pernicious conſequences that may 
inſue thereupon. In ſuch Voyages he muſt over- 
look a thouſand things, which upon other occaſi- 
ons he has all reaſon to puniſh. He muſt counter- 
feit a downright ignorance of their Intrigues with the 
She-Savages, of their Quarrels among themſelves, of 
their negligence in not mounting the Guard, and 
not obſerving the other points of Duty; in a word, 
he muſt pretend to know nothing of an Infinity 
of ſuch Diſorders, as have no dire& tendency to a 
Revolt. He ought to uſe the precaution of ſing- 
ling out a Spy in his little Army, and reward him 
handſomly for a dexterous Intelligence as to all that 
happens; to the end that he may remedy the grow- 
ing diſorders either directly or indirectly. This 
Spie may by good management, and due ſecre- 
cy find out the Ringleader of a Club or Cabal; 
and when the Commanding Officer has receiv'd ſuch 
ſatisfaction upon the matter, that there's no room 
left to doubt of the Criminal's Demerit; *twill then 
be very convenient to make away with him, and 
that with ſuch management, that no body ſhould 
know what became of him. | 
Farther : He ought to give 'em Tobacco and 
Brandy now and then, toask their advice upon ſome 
_ occaſions, to fatigue em as little as poſſible, to call 
dem up to dance and make merry, and at the ſame 
time to exhort 'em to live in a good underſtanding 
with one another. The beſt Topick he can make 
uſe of for inforcing their Duty, is Religion, and 
the Honour of their Country, and this he ought to 
deſcant upon himſelf : For though I have a great 
deal of Faith in the power of the Clergy ; yet I 
know that fore of Men do's more harm than good, 
in Voyages of this nature; and for that reaſon I'd 
chooſe to be without their Company. The Pe: ſon 
| Who 
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who undertakes to go upon a Diſcovery, ought to 
be very nice and cautious in the choice of his Men ; 
for every one is not fit for his buſineſs. His Men 
ought to be between 30 and 40 years of Age, of a 
dry Conſtitution, of a peaceable Temper, of an 
active and bold Spirit, and inur'd to the fatigues of 
Voyages. The whole Retinue muſt conſiſt of thres 
hundred Men; and of that number there muſt be 
ſome Ship-Carpenters,Gun-ſmiths, and Sawyers with 
all their Tools ; beſides Huntſmen, and Fiſhermen 
with their Tackling. You muſt likewiſe have Sur- 
geons among em, but their Cheſt ought to contain 
nothing but Razours, Lancets, External Medicines 
for Wounds, Orvietan and Senna. All the Men 
of the Detachment, ought to be provided with Buff- 
Coats and Boots toturn the Arrows ; for, as I inti- 
mated above, the Savages of the unknown Coun- 
tries are ſtrangers to Fire-Arms. They muſt be 
arm'd with a double barrel'd Gun, a double barrel'd 
Piſtol, and a good long Sword, The Commanding 
Officer muſt take care to provide a ſufficient quan- 
tity of the Skins of Deer, Elks, and Beeves, in order 
to be ſew'd together, and hung round his Camps 
upon certain Stakes fixd at convenient diſtances 
from one another. I had as many as would go 
round a ſquare of thirty Foot every way; for each 
Skin being five Foot deep, and almoſt tour Foot 
broad, I made two pieces of eight Skins a piece, 
which were raisd and extended in a Minute. Be- 
ſides theſe, he ought to carry with him ſome Pot- 
Guns of eight Foot in length, and fix in breadth ; 
with two Hand-Mills for grinding the Indian Corn, 
Nails of all {izes, Pickaxes, Spades, Hatchets, Hooks, 
Soap, and Cotton to make Candles of. Above all, 
he muſt not forget to take in good ſtore of Powder, 
Brandy, Braſil Tobacco, and ſuch things as he muſt 
preſent to the Savages whoſe Country he diſcovers. 


Add to this Cargo, an Aſtrolabe, a Semicircle, ſe- 


veral 
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veral Sea-Compaſles, ſome Simple, and ſome of Va- 
riation, a Load - ſtone, two large Watches of three 
Inches Diameter; Pencils, Colours, and Paper, for 
making Journals and Maps, for the deſigning of 
Land- Creatures, Fowl, Fiſh, Trees, Plants, Grain, 
and in a word, whatever ſeems worthy of his Cu- 
riofity. I would likewiſe adviſe him to carry with 
bim ſome Trumpeters and Fidlers, both for anima- 
ting his Retinue, and raiſing the admiration of the 
Savages. With this Equipage, Sir, a Man of Senſe, 
Conduct, and Action, I mean, a Man that's Vi- 
gilant, Prudent, Cautious, and above all, Patient 
and Moderate, and qualify'd for contriving Expe- 
dients upon all occaſions ; a Man, I ſay, thus qua- 
lify'd, and thus fitted out, may boldly go to all the 
Countries that lye to the Weſt of Canada, without 
any apprehenſion of danger. As for my own part, 
I ſeriouſly declare, that if I were poſleſs'd of all 
theſe qualities, I ſhould eſteem it my happineſs to 
be imploy'd upon ſuch an Enterpriſe, both for the 
Glory of his Majeſty, and my own Satisfaction: For 
the continu'd diverſity of Objects, did ſo charm me 
in my Voyages, that I had ſcarce time to reflect 
upon the fatigue and trouble that Tunderwent, I am, 


SIR, 


Yours, &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XVI. 
Dated at Quebec September 28. 1689. 


The Author ſets out from Miſſilimakinac to the 
Colony, and deſcribes the Copntry Rogers and 
Paſſes that he ſaw by the ba. roqueſe 
make a fatal incurſion into the Iſland of Mon- 
real: Fort Frontenac is abandon d. Count 
Frontenac is ſent to Canada, and the Mari us 
of Denonville 76 recall d. 


. | | | 
Writ to you from Mſilimakinac on the 28th of 
May. I left that place June the 8th, and ſet out 

for Monreal, accompany'd with twelve Outaouas , 
who were divided into two Canows, and row'd 
very hard. The 234, I overtook the Coureurs de Bow 
in the River Creuſe, who had got the ſtart of me 
for ſome days. Mr. Dulbut us d his utmoſt efforts 
to diſſwade me from going further with ſo weak a 
Retinue. He would have had me to go down along 
with him; and remonſtrated to me, that if my 
twelve Condudters perceiv'd either in the Land- 
carriage or upon the Rivers, any thing that might 
call up an apprehenſion of falling into the hands of 
the Iroqueſe, they would deſert me and the Canows, 
and fly to the Woods to avoid the Enemy. I re- 
jected his Advice, though I had like to have repent- 
ed of my reſolution not long after; for according 
to his Prediction, my Canow-Men threatn'd to run 
away to the Forreſts, at the Fall call'd Long Saut: 
And indeed if they had done it, I had follow d 'em, 
vpon the reſtection, that of two Evils a Man ought 


to 
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to chooſe the leaſt; but this Storm blew over. In 
the great River of the Outaouas, not far from the 
River of Lievre, I met Mr. de St. Helene at the Head 
of a Party of the Coureurs de Bois, who was bound 
for Hudſon's Bay, in order to retake ſome Forts that 
the Engliſh had ſeiz d upon. He acquainted me with 
the Prince of Oranges Expedition for England; and 
gave me to underſtand, that upon his arrival King 


Fame, retir d to France, and that the Prince was pro- 


claim'd King, which ſeem'd to preſage a bloody 


and ſharp War in Europe. I aſſure you, Sir, this 


piece of News ſurpriz d me extreamly ; and not- 
withſtanding that I had it from the Mouth of a Man, 
whoſe word I rely very much upon, yet I had all 
the difficulty in the World to make my ſelf believe, 
that a Revolution of ſuch Importance could be ac- 
compliſh'd in ſo ſhort a time, without the effuſion 


of Blood; eſpecially conſidering what a ſtrict Alli- 


ance there was between our Court, and the Court 
of England, and how much *rwas the intereſt of 
both theſe Monarchs to give mutual aſſiſtance to one 
another. Faly the 91h I arriv'd at Monreal, after ven- 
turing down ſeveral fearful Cataracts in the River 


of the Outaouas, and induring the hardſhips of fifteen 


or twenty Land-carriages, ſome of which areabove 
a League in length. | 

The Navigation is prety ſure from Miflimakinae 
to the River des Frangois; for in coaſting along the 
Lake of Hurons, we meet with an infinity of Iſlands, 
which ſerve for a ſhelter. But in going up that Ri- 


ver, there's ſome difficulty, for it has five Cataracts 


which oblige us to turn out and carry all over-land 
for thirty, fifty, and a hundred Paces. Having 
paſs'd that River, we enter'd the Lake of the Ne- 
picerinis, from whence we are forc'd to tranſport our 
Canows and Baggage ewo Leagues over-land, to a- 
nother River which has ſix or ſeven Water: falls that 
we commonly ſhoot. From that River. we have a- 

5 | nother 
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nother Land-carriage to the River Creuſe, which 
falls with rapid Currents into the great River of the 
Outaouas, near a place call'd Mataouan. We conti- 
nue our courſe upon this great River, till we come 
to the point of the Iſland of Monreal, where tis loſt 
in the great River of St. Laurence. Theſe two Ri- 
vers joyn one another with very gentle Streams, 
and quitting their fearful Channels ſorm the little 
Lake of St. Lonis. I thought to have loſt my Life 
at the fall, call'd the fall of St. Louis, about three 
Leagues from Monreal, for our Canow having over- 
ſer in the Eddy, I was carry'd by the Current to 
the foot of that Cataract, from whence the Cheva- 
lier de Vaudreuil drag'd me out by a great chance. 
The Canows and the Skins belonging to the ſix 
Savages were loſt; and one of the Savages. was 
drown'd. This is the only timeT was in danger, 
through the whole courſe of my Voyages. As ſoon 
as I landed here, I repair'd with diligence to a Ta- 
vern to refreſh my ſelf, and to make up the loſſes I 
had ſuſtain'd by a neceſſary Abſtinence. The next 
day I waited upon Mr. de Denonville, and Mr. de 
Champigni, to whom I gave an account of my Voy- 
ages, and withal, gave in the News that a great 
company of the Coureurs de Bois and Savages 
would arrive very ſpeedily ; which they did accor- 
dingly after fifteen days. The Rat I mention'd a- 
bove came down hither, and return'd home not- 
withſtanding the threats that were levell'd againſt 
him. By this Adventure, he ſhew'd that he laugh'd 
at their Intrigues. But now that I have, mention d 
his name, I cannot forbear mentioning i malicious 
| Stratagem that this cunning Savage made uſe of 
laſt year, co prevent the concluſion of a Peace be- 
tween Mr. de Denonville and the Iroqueſe. 

This Savage is the general and chief Counſellour 
of the Huren,; he is a Man of forty years of Age, 
and brave in his way. When he found himſelf 
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preſs'd and importun'd by Mr. de Denonville, to en- 
ter into the Alliance concluded in the year 1687, 
that I took notice of before; he at laſt comply'd 
with his deſire, with this referve, that the War ſhould 
not be put to an end till the Troque/e were totally 
routed. This clauſe the Governour promis'd to 
make good, and gave him aſſurances to that pur- 
poſe on the 3d of September, in the ſame year, which 


happen'd about two days before I ſet out from Ni- 


agara, upon my Voyage to the great Lakes. This 
Savage-General relying upon Mr. de Denonville's pro- 
miſe, march'd from Miſſilimakinac at the Head of an 
hundred Warriours, as I inſinuated in my 14th Let- 
ter, in order to invade the Iroqueſe Country, and 


atchieve ſome glorious feats among em. In the 
mean time, to carry on his deſign the more cauti- 


ouſly, he thought it proper to paſs by the way of 
Fort Frontenac, where he might receive fome intel- 
ligence. Upon his arrival at this Fort, the Gover- 
nour told him that Mr. de Denonville was negotiating: 
a Peace with the five Irequeſe Nations, whoſe Em- 


baſſadors and Hoſtages he expected in a fhort time, 


in order to conclude and ratifie the Peace, he having 
orders to conduct em to Monreal: And that upon 


that Conſideration, twas moſt proper for him and 


his Warriours to return home, and to paſs no fur- 


ther. The Savage General was mightily ſurpris'd 


wich this unexpected piece of News ; eſpecially con- 
ſidering that by the means of that Peace, he and 
his Nation would be given up as a Sacriftce for the 
Wellfare of the French. When the Governor had 
made an end of his Remonſtrance, the Rat ac- 
knowledg'd, that what he offer d was very reaſona- 
ble, but withal, that inſtead of following his Ad- 
vice, he would go and carry for the Iroqueſe Emi- 
baſfadours and Hoſtages at the Cataracts, by whictt 
they were oblig'd to paſs. He had not tarry'd there 


above five of ſix days; _— the anhappy Depu- 
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ties arriv'd with a Train of forty young Men, who 
were all either kilYd or taken as they diſembarqued. 
The Priſoners were no ſooner fetter'd, than this 
crafty General of the Hurons repreſented to em, 
that the French Governour had ſent him notice to 
take up that Poſt, in order to lie in wait for a Par- 
ty of fifty Warriours, that were to paſs that way 
at a certain ſet time. The Iroqueſe being much ſur- 
pris'd with the apprehenſion of the perfidiouſneſs 
that he charg'd upon Mr. de Denonville, acquainted 
the Rat with the deſign upon which they came. Up- 
on that the Rat counterfeited a ſort of Rage and 
Fury ; and to play his Cards the better, flew out 
in invectives againſt Mr. de Denonville, declaring, 
that ſome time or other. he would be reveng'd upon 
that Governour, for making him the Inſtrument of 
the moſt barbarous Treachery that ever was acted. 
Then he fix'd his Eyes upon all the Prifoners, a- 
mong whom was the chief Embaſſadour call'd 
Thegansſorens, and ſpoke to this purpoſe 3 Go my Bre- 
thren, though I am at War with you, yet I rdeaſe you, 
and allow you to go home. Tu the Governour of the 
French that put me upon this black Action, which I ſhall 
never be able to digeſt, unleſs your five Nations revenge 
themſelves, and make their juſt Repriſals. This was 
ſufficient to convince the Iroqueſe of the ſincerity of 
his words; and they afſur'd him upon the ſpot, that 
if he had a mind to make a ſeparate Peace, the five 
Nations would agree to it: However, the Rat ha- 
ving loſt one Man in this Adventure, kept an Iro- 
queſe Slave to ſupply the place of the Man he had 
| loſt: And after furniſhing the Priſoners with Guns, 

Powder, and Ball, in order to their return home- 
ward, march'd to Miſſlimakinac, where he preſent- 
ed the French Governour with the Slave that he 
brought off. The poor wretch was no ſooner de- 
liver d, than he was condemn'd to be ſhot ; for at 
that time the French Garrifon did not know that 


Mr. 
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Mr. de Denonville deſign'd to clap up a Peace with 
the Iroqueſe. The condemn'd Priſoner gave an ac- 
count of his Adventure, and that of the Ambaſſa- 
dours ; but the French thought that the fear of Death 
made the fellow talk idely, and were confirm'd in 
that thought, by hearing the Rat and his Men ſay 
that he was Light-headed : Infomach, that the poor 
Fellow was put to death, nowichſtanding all the 
reaſons he could offer. The ſame day that he was 
ſhot, the Rat call'd an old Iroqueſe Slave that had 
ſerv'd him a long while, and told him he had re- 
folv'd to allow him the liberty of returning to his. 
own Country, and fpending the reſt of his days 


among his Friends and Country- men. At the ſame 


time he gave him to know, that ſince he had been an 
Eye- witneſs of the barbarous uſage that his Country- 
men had met with from the French, notwithſtand- 
ing what he offer d in his own defence, it behov'd 
him to acquaint his Countrymen with the black- 
neſs of that Action. The manumitted Slave obey'd 
his orders ſo punctually, that ſoon after the Iroqueſe 
made an Incurſion, at a time when the Governour 
did not dream of any ſuch thing, for he had us'd 
the Precaution of giving the Iroqueſe to underſtand, 
that he diſallow'd of the Rat's Treachery; inſo- 
much, that he had a mind to have him hang'd ; and 
upon this profpect, expected hourly ten or twelve 
Deputies to conclude the Peace he ſo much deſir' d. 
In effect the Deputies did come, but neither their 
Number nor their Deſign was ſuitable to what the 
Governour had promiſed to himſelf. Twelve hun- 
dred Warriours landed at the Lands. end of the Iſland 
of Monreal, and burnt and ſack'd all the Plantations 
in that Quarter: They maſſacred Men, Women, 
and Children; and Madam de Denonville, who Was 
then at Monreal with her Husband, did not think 
her ſelf ſafe in that place. A general Conlternation 
Was ſpread all about; for the Barbariaus were not a- 
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bove three Leagues from Monreal. They burnt all 
the adjacent Settlements, and block d up two Forts. 
Mr. de Denonville ſent out a Detachment of a hundred 
Soldiers and fifty Savages to oppoſe em, being un- 


willing to ſpare a greater number out of the City: 


but all the Men of the Detachment were either taken 
or Cut in pieces, excepting twelve Savages, one Sol- 
dier, and Mr. de Longueil who commanded the Party, 
and was carried off by the twelve Savages after his 
Thigh was broke: The other Officers, namely, the 
Sieurs de la Raberre, Denis, la Plante, and Villedene,were all 
taken Prifoners. In a word, the Barbarians laid al- 
moſt the whole Iſland waſte, and loſt only three 
Men, who having drank to exceſs of the Wine they 
found in the Plantations, were decoy'd into a Fort 
by a Canadeſe Cow · keeper, that had been their Slave 
for ſome Years. As ſoon as the three unfortunate 
Iroqueſe arriv'd in the Fort, they were thrown into a 
Cellar to ſleep themſelves ſober; and, queſtionleſs, 
as ſoon as they wak'd they repented of their exceſ- 
five drinking. When they wak'd, they fell imme- 


diately a ſinging; and when the Garriſon offer'd to 
fetter em, and carry em to Monreal, they flew to 


ſome Clubs that lay in the Cellar, and made ſuch a 
vigorous and brave defence, that the Garriſon was 
forc'd to ſhoot em upon the ſpot. The Cow-keeper 
being brought before Mr. de Denonville, he told him, 
Thar the Breach made by the Rat's Contrivance was 
irreparable; that the hve Iroqueſe Nations reſented 
that Adventure with fo much warmth, that *twas im- 
potlible to diſpoſe em to a Peace in a ſhort time; 
that they were ſo far from being angry with that Ha- 
ren for what he did, that they were willing to enter 
into a Treaty with him, owning that he and his 
Party had done nothing but what became a brave Man 
and a good Ally. Doubtleſs this fatal Incurſion was a 
great Surpriſal to Mr. de Denonville, and afforded him 
a copious Field for Reflection. "Twas already im- 
| pcflible 
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poſſible to continue the Poſſeſſion of Fort Frontenac, 
where they began to want Proviſions, and which 
could not be relieved without expoſing a great many 
Men to the danger of the Paſſes or Cataracts, which 
I have mention'd fo often. There was a downright 
neceſſity of calling out the Garrifon, and blowing 
up the Fort; but the difficulty lay in finding a Man 
to carry Orders for that effect to the Governour, for 
no body durſt undertake it, till the Sieur Peter 
I Arpentigni offer'd to go all alone through the Fo- 
reſts; and accordingly he went, and did his Buſineſs 
ſucceſsfully. The Orders were extream welcome to 
Mr. de Valrenes, the Governour of the Fort for the 
time; who, upon the receiving of em, run a Mine 
under the four Baſtions, which, with the Powder 
he put in, was reckon'd ſufficient to blow it up. 
This done, he embark'd, and came down the River 
through the Cataracts to Monreal, where he found 
Mr. de Denonville, and accompany'd him hither. 
That Officer did not only abdicate the Fort of Fron- 
tenac,but ſet fire to three great Barques that they us'd 
to ply with upon the Lake, both to awe the Iroqueſe 
in time of War, and to convey Commodities to em 
in time of Peace. Mr. de Denonville acted a prudent 
part in relinquiſhing both this Fort and that of Nia- 
gara; for, in earneſt, theſe two Poſts are indefen- 
ſible, by reaſon of the inacceſſible Cataracts, upon 
which an Ambuſcado of ten Iroqueſe may 1epulſe a 
thouſand Frenchmin by the throwing of Stones. But 
after all I muſt own, that the Weltare and Preſerva- 
tion of our Colonies had an abſolute dependance 
upon theſe two Forts, which ſeem'd to inſure the ut- 
ter Deſtruction of the Troqueſe; for they could not 
ſtir out of their Villages to Hunt, or to Fiſh, with- 
out running the riſque of having their Throats cut 
by the Savages in Alliance with us, who being then 
aſſur'd of a ſafe Retreat, would have made continual 
Incurſions into the Country of thoſe Barbarian: : 
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And by this means the Iroqueſe being unprovided with 
Beaver- skins to be given in exchange for Guns, Pow- 
der, Ball, and Nets; would be ſtarv'd to death, or 
at leaſt be oblig'd to depart their Country. 

In the end of September Mr. de Bonaventure, Cap- 


tain and Owner of a Merchant Ship, arriv'd in this 
Port, and brought the News of Mr. de Frontenac's 


Reinſtallment in the place of Governour-General 
of Canada, and of the Re- calling of Mr. de Denon- 


ville, whom the Duke de Beauvilliers has recommen- 


ded to the King, for the place of Sub-Governour ta 
the Princes his Grandſons. Sorne People are uneaſie 
at the re-calling of this Governour; and *tis ſaid, 
that the Reverend Fathers the Jeſuits, fall under the 
number of the Malecontents : For if we may credit 
the reports of the Country, they contributed in a 
great meaſure, to the re calling of Mr. de Frontenac 
ſeven or eight years agoe, by acting in concert with 
the Intendant of Cheſneau, and the ſupreme Coun- 
cil, and drawing up Accuſations againſt him which 
had the deſired effet ; though now the King ſhews 
that he is undeceiv'd, by reinſtating that Gentleman 
once more in this Government. In the mean time 
the Stateſmen of the Copntry that are moſt guilty , 
know not how to dreſs this kettle of Fiſh; for they 
make no queſtion but the New Governour will re- 
tain a juſt reſentment of what's paſt. But the Gen- 
tlemen, Merchants, and other Inhabitants, are ma- 
king preparations for ſolemniſing his Arrival, which 
they expect wich as much impatience, as the Fes 
do the Mas. The very Savages that live in the 
skirts of the Colony, ſhew an uncommon Joy up- 
on the hopes of his return: And indeed, we need 
not think it ſtrange, for that Governour drew Eſteem 
and Veneration, not only from the French, but from 
all the Nations of this vaſt Continent, who look'd 
upon him as their Guardian Angel. Mr. de Denon- 
vilie begins to pack up his Baggage, and that in ef- 
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fect, is all I can ſay of him. Tis none of my bu- 
ſineſs to meddle with an infinity of Affairs, that re- 
late to the Gentleman's private Intereſt. As to the 
queſtion, whether he has manag d well or ill, du- 
ring the courſe of his Government, or whether he 
was lov d or hated, I know nothing of the matter. 
I am at a loſs to know whether he kept a good or 
a ſorry Table, for indeed I was never at it. Adieu. 
I make account to ſet out for Roche}, when the 

| Veſſel that brings our new Governour, returns for 

France, I am, | 
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Giving an Account of Mr. de Frontenac's Arri- 
val, his Reception, his Voyage to Monreal, 
and the repairing of Fort Frontenac. 


SIR, 


1 E Intelligence you give me of the adjudging 
1 of the Lands of Labontan, would have drove 
me to deſpair; if you had not aſſur'd me at the 
ſame time, that I might recover it after a Century 
of years, (if I had the misfortune to live fo long) 
upon the condition of reimburſing to the Poſſeſ- 
* four, the Sum that he pay d for it, and of proving 
that I was actually in the Kings Service in the re- 
mote parts of the World, when that Eſtate was 
ſold. To ſpeak to the purpoſe, Mr. de Frontenac has 
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countermanded the leave I had to go for France, 
and has offer'd me a free acceſs to his Pocket and his 
Table. All the Arguments I offer'd, have no In- 
fluence upon him, and ſo I am bound to obey. 

This new Governour arriv'd at Quebec the 15th of 
October. He came on ſhoar at eight a Clock at 
Night, and was receiv'd by the Supreme Council, 
and all the Inhabitants in Arms, with Flambeau's 
both in the City, and upon the Harbour, with a 
triple Diſcharge of the great and ſmall Guns, and 
Illuminations in all the Windows of the City. That 
ſame Night he was complimented by all the Com. 
panies of the Town, and above all, by the Jeſuits, 
who upon that occaſion made a very pathetick Speech, 
though the Heart had Jeſs hand in it, than the 
Mouth. The next day he was viſited by all the La- 
dies, whoſe inward joy appear'd in their Counte- 


nances, as much as in their Words. Several Per- 


ſons made Fire- works, while the Governour and his 
Retinue ſung Te Deum in the great Church. Theſe 
folemn Demonſtrations of Joy, increas'd from day 
to day, till the new Governour ſet out for Monreal; 
and the Conduct of the People upon this Head, al- 
forded ſignal proofs of the ſatisfaction they had in 
his return, and of their reſting aſſur'd, that his wiſe 
Conduct, and noble Spirit, would preſerve the Re- 
poſe and Tranquility that he always kept up, du- 
ring his firſt ten years Government. All the World 
ador'd him, and ſtyl'd him Redemptor Patriæ; to which 
Title he had a juſt claim, for all the Inhabitants of 
theſe Colonies agree, that when he came firſt to 
Canada, he found all things in Confuſion and Di- 
ſtreſs. ' At that time the Iroqueſe had burnt all the 
Plantations, and cut the Throats of fome thouſands 
of the French; the Farmer was knock'd on, the Head 
in his Field; the Traveller was murder'd upon the 
Road, and the Merchant ruin'd for want of Com- 
merce : All the Planters were piach d with Famine, 
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che War render'd the Country deſolate; and in a 
word, New- Fance had infallibly periſh'd, if this 
Governour had not made that Peace with the Bar- 
barians, that I ſpoke of in my fifth Letter. The 
bringing of that Peace to bear, was an action of great- 
er Importance, than you can well imagine; for theſe 
Barbarians grounded all their Wars upon a perſonal 
Enmity, whereas the European Ruptures depend more 
upon Intereſt than upon pure Revenge. 

Mr. de St. Valiers the Biſhop of Quebec, arriv'd 
likewiſe on the 15th at the ſame Port. He had 
imbarqu'd in the preceding Spring, on board of 
a Bark that he had hir'd to tranſport him to Acadia, 
to Newfound-land, and to the other Countries of his 
Dioceſs. Mr. de Frontenac our Governour, ſet out 
for Monreal in a Canow, four or five days after his 
Arrival; and I had the honour to accompany him. 
All Indeavours were us'd to diſſwade him from un- 
dertaking that Voyage, when the ſeaſon was ſo 
cold, and ſo far advanc'd : For, as 1 inform'd you 
before, the Ice is thicker and ſtronger here in Octob. 
than 'tis at Paris in Fanuary; which, is very ſtrange. 
Notwithſtanding all the Remonſtrances drawn from 
the Hardſhips and Inconveniences of the Voyage, 
he ſlighted the Fatigues of the Water, and threw him- 
ſelf into a Canow in the ſixty eighth year of his 
his Age. Nay, he took the abdication of Fort Fron- 
tenac fo much to Heart, that he had gone ſtraight 
thither, if the Nobility, the Prieſts, and the Inha- 
bitants of Monreal, had not intreated him with joynt 
Supplications, not to expoſe his Perſon to the dan- 
ger of the Falls and Cataracts that lie in that Paſ- 
ſage. In the mean time ſome Gentlemen of Cana- 


da, follow'd by a hundred Coureurs de Bois, under 


the command of Mr. Mantet, ventur'd upon the 
Voyage, with intent to learn the State of the Fort. 
I acquainted you in my laſt Letter, that Mr. de Fal- 


fenes had blown up the Walls of the Fort, when 
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he made his Retreat; but by good luck, the da- 
mage was not ſo great as twas took to be; for the 
Party commanded by Mr. AMantet, have already 
rear'd up the ruinous Wall to the height of ſome 
Fathoms, and will continue to work upon the re- 
pair of the Fort all this Winter. This News Mr. 
de Frontenac receiv'd laſt Night, which was the ſixth 
after his return to this City. | 

had forgot to tell you that he brought with him 


out of France, ſome of thoſe Iroqueſe that Mr. de 


Demonville had ſent to the Galleys, as I intimated in 
my thirteenth Letter; the reſt having periſh'd in 
their Chains. OF all theſe unfortunate Barbarians 
that he has brought back, the moſt conſiderable is 
one that goes by the name of Oreouabe. He was 
not usd as a Galley Slave, in regard that he was the 
Leader of the Goyoguans, and the Governour has 
lodg'd him in the Caſtle, in conſideration of the 
eſteem he ſhews both for Mr. de Frontenac, and for the 
French Nation, Some flatter themſelves with the 
hopes, that ſome Accommodation with the five Iro- 
queſe Nations may be effected by his Mediati- 
on; and for that end propoſals of Peace are 
now in agitation : But I have three good reaſons 
for predicting, that ſuch a Deſign will prove abor- 
tive. I have already laid theſe Reaſons before Mr. 
de Frontenac, who gave me to know, that after the 
departure of the Ships, he would diſcourſe me upon 
that Head. I ſhall not offer at the particulars of his 
Interview, wich Monſieur and Madam de Denonwille 
till ſuch time as you and I have an opportunity of 
talking under the Roſe. Some Officers accompany 
Mr. Denonville and his Lady to France, in hopes of be- 
ing prefer d. In all probability the Ships will ſet fail to 
Morrow, for we have now a fair and gentle Weſterly 


Gale; beſides, that the ſeaſon for quitting this Port, 


is almoſt ſpent. I am, 


1 


SIR, Yours, &c. 
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LEFT 
Dated at Monreal October 2. 1690. 


Relating the Attempts upon New- England and 
New-York; a fatal Embaſſy ſent by the French 
to the Iroqueſe; and an ill. concerted Inter- 
priſe of the Engliſh and the Iroqueſe, in 
3 by Land to Attack the French Co- 
"| 


\ 


SIR, = 
Au< fifteen days ſince a Ship of Rochel laden 


bour ; and the Captain took care to convey a Let- 
ter from you to my Hands. As to your deſire of 
having a circumſtantial Account of the Trade of 
Canada, J cannot fatisfie it at preſent, for I am not 
as yetſo thoroughly acquainted with all its Bran- 
ches. But I aſſure you, that ſome time or other 
I ſhall ſend you ſuch Memoirs, as will give you ſa- 
tisfaction upon that Head. In the mean time, I 
hope you'll be contented with an account of what 
paſs'd in this Country ſince the date of my laſt. 

Ass ſoon as Mr. Denonville ſet out from Quebec, 
upon his return to France, Mr. de Frontenac took poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Fort, which is the common Reſidence 
of our Governour-General ; and order'd one of our 
beſt Architects to make preparations for rebuilding 


it as ſoon as he cobld 


In the beginning of this year, Mr. d'Therwille at- 
tempted to piliage a ſmall Village in New-York, 
calbd by the Iroqueſe Corlar; which name they like- 
wiſe give to all the Governours of that Eo Co- 

n ony. 


with Wine and Brandy, arriv'd in this Har- 
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lony. This Gentleman, who is a Canadeſe, was at- 
tended by five hundred Coureurs de Bois, and the like 
number of Savages; and the whole Party made the 
Expedition over Snow and Ice, notwithſtanding 
they had three hundred Leagues to march back- 
ward and forward, and that the Roads were very 
rugged and troubleſome. Mr d Iberville met with 
wonderful Succeſs, for after he had pillag'd, burnt, 
and fack'd that little Village, with the adjacent 
Cantons, he fell in with a Party of an hundred 
Iroqueſe, and defeated 'em intirely. Much about 
the ſame time Mr. de Portneuf, another Canada Gen- 
tleman, march'd out at the Head of three hundred 
Men, one half Savages, and the other half Coureurs de 
Bois, wich intent to poſſeſs himſelf of a Fort belonging 
to the Engliſh, call'd Kenebeki, which ſtands upon the 
Sea- Coaſt of Neu- England, towards the Frontiers of 
Acadia, The Garriſon of this Fort made a brave 
defence: But there being great quantities of Grana- 
do's and other Fire-works thrown in upon em, 
while the Savages ( contrary to their Cuſtom) ſcal'd 
the Paliſſadoes on all hands, the Governour was ob- 
lig'd to ſurrender upon Diſcretion. *Tis ſaid, that 
in this Action the Coureurs de Bois did their duty ve- 
ry bravely, but the Enterpriſe had prov'd ſucceſsleſs 

without the aſſiſtance of the Savages. | 
As ſoon as the Rivers were navigable, Mr. de Fron- 
tenac offer d to ſend me with Propoſals of Peace to 
the Iroqueſe. But I made anſwer, that ſince his Pock- 
et and his Table had been free to me during the 
Winter, I could not imagine that he had a mind 
to be rid of me ſo ſoon. Being oblig'd by this re- 
ply to untold my meaning, I remonſtrated to him, 
That, the King of England having loſt his Crown, 
and War being proclaim'd, the Governours of New- 
England 'and New-York, would infallibly uſe their 
utmoft Efforts to excite theſe Bandito's to redouble 
their Incur ſions; that for that end they would arr 
| nit 


* 
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niſh em with Ammunition gratis, and even joyn 
em in order to attack our Towns; and above all, 
that the Intrigue of the Rat had fo provok'd 'em, 
that in my opinion, twas impoſſible to appeaſe em. 
Upon theſe Conſiderations, 1 humbly befeech'd him 
to have ſome other Perſon in his view, in caſe he 
perfiſted in his deſign of making a Trial of that 
Nature. The Chevalier Do was ſingled: out for this | 
fatal Embaſly, being attended by one Colin, as In- . 
terpreter of the Iroqueſe Language, and two young | 
Canadans. They ſet out in a Canow, and when | 
they came in ſight of the Village of the Onnontagues, 
were receiv'd with the honourable Salvo of ſeveral 
good blows, and conducted with the ſame Ceremo- 
ny to the Village. Such a Retinue could not but 
be diſagreeable to the Gentleman that came to make i 
offers of a Peace. The ancient Men being quick- | 
ly aſſembled, thought ic moſt proper co fend em | 
back with a favourable Anſwer, and in the mean | 
time to ingage ſome of the Agnies and Onnoyotes, to 
lye in wait for em at the Cataracts of the River, 
and there kill two, ſending the third back to Oue- 
bec, and cattying the fourth to their Village, where 
there would be found ſome Engliſh that would 
ſhoot 'em, that is, that would give em the fame 
uſage as the Rat did co their Ambaſſadours : So true 
it is, that that Action ſticks in their ſtomachs. This 
Project had actually been put in execution, if it had 
not been for ſome of the Planters of New-York, 
who were then among the Barvarians, having come i 
thither on purpoſe to animate 'em againſt us. Theſe | j 
Planters knew fo well how to influence the Barba- 9 
rians that were already bent upon Revenge; that a | 
Company of young Barbarians burnt 'em all alive, L 
excepting the Chevalier Do, whom they tied Hand 
and Foot, and ſent bim bound to Boſton, with a * 
deſign to pump out of him, a view of the condition 1 
of our Colonies and Forces. This piece of News | 
we 
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we receiv'd two Months after, by ſome Slaves that 
made their eſcape from the Iroqueſe ; and Mr. de ( 
Frontenac, when ſurpris'd with ſuch diſmal News, | 
declard, that out of twenty Captains that offer'd 
to execute that Commiſſion, and would have ta- 
ken the Imployment for an Honour, IT was the only 
one that had been capable of foreſeeing its bad 
Succels. | | 
Fune the 24th, T imbarqu'd for this place in a 
ſluggiſh Brigantine, that the Captain of the Go- 
vernour's Guards had caus'd to be built the forego- 
ing Winter. This venerable Veſſel had the ho- 
nour to lodge the Intendant and his Lady; and all 
of us being in no haſte, ſpent ten or twelve days 
by the way, and feaſted like Kings every Night, 
Mr. de Frontenac mark'd out a Fort in his paſſage to 
the City of Trois Rivieres, which I ſpoke of before. 
Fifteen days after our arrival in this place, a cer- 
tain Savage whoſe name was Plake, came and gave 
us notice, that he had diſcover'd a Body of a thou- 
ſand Engliſh, and five hundred Iroqueſe that march'd 
up to attack us. Upon this Intelligence, all our 
Troops croſs' d over to the Meadow of Madelaine, 
oppoſite to this City, and there incamp'd, in con- 
junction with three or four hundred Savages that 
were our Allies, in order to give the Enemy a warm 
Reception. Our Camp was no ſooner form'd, than 
Mr. de Frontenac detach'd two or three ſmall Parties 
of the Savages to obſerve the Enemy. Thefe Parties 
came ſoon back, after having ſurpris'd ſome ſtragling 
Iroqueſe at hunting on the Confines of Champlaine 
Lake: The Priſoners inform'd us, that the Engliſh 
being unable to encounter the fatigues of the march, 
and unprovided with a ſufficient ſtock of Proviſi- 
ons, both they and the Irequeſe were return'd to 
their own Country. This account being confirm'd 
by other Savages, our Troops decamp'd, and march'd 
back to this place, from whence I was —_ 
x | me 
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ſome days after to command a Party that was to 
cover the Reapers of Fort Roland, which lies inthis 


| Iſland, When the Harveſt was over I return'd to 


this place, along with the Hurons and the Outaouas, 
who had come down from their own Country, in 
purſuic of their uſual Trade in Skins, an account 


of which you had in my eight Letter. Theſe Tra- 


ders continued here fifteen days, and then march'd 
home. | 

This, Sir, is a Summary of all-our Occurrences 
of Moment ſince the laſt year. About fifteen days 
hence, I think to ſet out for Quebec, in Mr. de Fron- 
zenac's Brigantin. I conclude with my uſual Com- 


8 E 


Yours, &c. 


* 


LETTER XX: 
Dated at Rochel January 12. 1691. 


Being a Relation of a ſecond and very important 
Expedition of the Engliſh / Sea; in which is 
containd a Letter written by the Engliſh Ad- 
miral to the Count of Frontenac, with this 
Governour's Verbal Anſwer. As alſo an ac- 
count of the Aut hours departure for France. 


SIR, - 
1 am arriv'd at laſt at Rochel, from whence I now 


tranſmit you a Relation of all that paſsd in 


Canada, ſince the date of my laſt Letter. In the 
ſpace of a few days after that date, Mr. de Fronte- 
nac receiy'd advice that a ſtrong Fleet of Engliſh 

DD.” | Ships, 
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Ships, amounting to thirty four Sail, was ſeen near 
' Tadouſſac. Immediately he got on board of his Bri- 


gantine, and order'd all the Troops to imbarque in 
Canows and BoQs, and to row. Night and Day to 
prevent the Enemy ; all which was happily put in 
execution. Atthe fame time he gave orders to Mr. 


de Callieres, to bring down as many of the Inhabi- 


tants as poſſibly he could. We row'd with ſuch 
expedition, and 3 that we arriv'd the 34 
day at Quebec. As ſoon as Mr. de Frontenac debar- 


qued, he view'd the weakeſt Poſts, and order'd 


*em to be fortified without loſs of time: He rais'd 


Batteries in ſeveral places, and though in that ca- 


pital City we had but twelve great Guns, and but 
little Ammunition, yet he ſeem'd to be reſolutely 
bent upon an obſtinate Reſiſtance to the efforts of 
the Enemy's Fleet, which in the mean time ſtood 
catching of Flies, at the diſtance of two Leagues 
from Quebec. We took the advantage of their flow 
approaches, and work'd inceſſantly to put our ſelves 
in a poſture of defence. Our Troops, our Militia, 
and our confederate Savages, came up to us on all. 
hands. *Tis certain, that if the Engliſu Admiral 
had made his Deſcent before our arrival at Quebec, 
or even twodays after, he had carry'd the place 
without ſtriking a blow ; for at that time there was 
not two hundred French in the City, which lay 
open, and expos'd on all hands. But inſtead of 
doing that, he caft Anchor towards the-point of 
the Iſland of Orleans, and loft three days in con- 
ſulting with the Captains of the Ships, before they 
came to a Reſolution. He took the Sieur Folier 
with his Lady and his Mother: in- Lain a Bark in 


the River of St. Laurence. Three Merchant-men 


from France, and one laden with Beaver-Skins from 
Hudſon Bay, enter'd the River of Saguenay, by the 
way of Tadouſſac, where they ſculk'd, and after 
hauling their Guns aſhoar, rais'd very good Batte- 

F105- 
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ries. To be ſhort, the Officers of the Enemy's 
Fleet came to a Reſolution after the loſs of three or 
four days in uſeleſs Conſultations, during which 
time we were joyn'don all hands by great numbers of 
Inhabitants and Soldiers. Purſuant to the reſoluti- 
on of the Councils of War, the Engliſh Admiral, 
namely, Sir William Phips, {ent out his Sloop with a 
French Flag upon its Prow, which made up to the 


City with ſound of Trumpet. Upon this, Mr. de 


Frontenac ſent out another with a French Officer to 
meet it, who found an Engliſu Major in the Sloop, 
who gave him to underſtand, that he had the charge 
of a Letter from his General, to the Governour of 
Canada, and hop'd he might be allow'd to deliver it 


himſelf. Upon that the French Officer took him 


into his Sloop, and having blindfelded him, con- 
ducted him to the Governour's Chamber; where 
his Face being uncover'd, he deliver'd him a Letter, 
the ſubſtance of which was this, 


© I Sir William Phips, General of the Forces of 
© New- England, by Sea and Land, to Count Fronte- 
© ac, Governour General of Quebec, by Orders from, 
© and in the name of William III and Mary King 
© and Queen of England; am come to make my ſelf 
« Maſter of this Country. But in regard that I 
© have nothing ſo much in view, as the preventing 
© of the effuſion of Blood, I require you to ſurren- 
© der at diſcretion, your Cities, Caltles, Forts, 
© Towns, as well as your Perfons ; aſſuring you at 
© the ſame time, that you ſhall meer with all man- 
* ner of good Uſage, Civility and Humanity. If 
© you do not accept of this Propoſal without any 
< Reftriction, I will indeavour, by the aſſiſtance of 
© Heaven, on which I rely, and the force of my 
Arms, to make a Conqueſt of em. I expect a po- 
* fitive anſwer in writihg in the ſpace of an Hour, 


© and in the mean time giveyou notice, that after 
| the 
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© the commencement of Hoſtilities, I ſhall not enter- 
© tain any thoughts of Accommodation. 


thts d ebe. 694 Sign'd, William Phins.T 


* 

20 be Mr. de Frontenac, who was then ſurrounded with Of- 
70 Hl ficers ; he order'd the Captain of his Guards to 
1 make a Gibbet before the Fort, in order to hang the 


poor Major, who in all appearance underſtood 
* French; for upon the pronouncing of this fatal Sen- 


e 


After the Interpreter had tranſlated the Letter to 


tence, he was like to ſwoon away. And indeed [ 
muſt ſay, the Major had ſome reaſon to be affected, 
for he had certainly been hang'd, if the Biſhop and 
the Intendant, who to his good luck were then pre- 
ſent, had not interceded on his behalf. Mr. de Fron- 
tenac pretended, that they were a Fleet of Pyrates, 
or of Perſons without Commiſſion, for that the 
King of England was thenin France. But atlaſt the 
Governour being appeas'd, order'd the Major to re- 
pair forthwith on board of his Admiral, againſt 
whom he could defend himſelf the better, for not 
being attackd. At the ſametime he declar'd, that 
he knew no other King of Great Britain, than Fames 
II, that his rebellious Subjects were Pyrates, and 
that he dreaded neither their Force nor their Threats. 
This ſaid, he threw Admiral Phips's Letter in the 
Major's face, and then turn'd his Back upon him. 
Upon that the poor Ambaſſadour took freſh cou- 
rage, and looking upon his Watch, took the liber- 
ty toask Mr. de Frontenac, if he could not have his 
Anſwer in Writing before the hour elaps'd. But the 
Governour made anſwer with all the haughtineſs 
and difdain imaginable, that his Admiral deſerv'd 
no other anſwer, than what flew from the Mouth 
of Cannons and Muskets. Theſe words were no 
ſooner pronounc'd, than the Major was forc'd to 
take his Letter again, and being blind-folded, was 


teconducted to his Sloop, in which he row'd to- 


wards the Fleet with all expedition. The 
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The next day about two in the Afternoon, ſixty 
Sloops were ſent aſhoar with ten or twelve hundred 
Men, who ſtood upon the Sand in very good or- 
der. After that the Sloops went hack to the Ships, 
and brought aſhoar the like Compliment of Men, 
which was afterwards joyn'd by a tnird Comple- 
ment of the ſame number. As ſoon as cheſe Troops 
were landed, they began to march towards the Ci- 
ty with Drums beating, and Colours flying This 
Deſcent was made over againſt the Ifle of Or::ans, 
about a League and a halt below Quebec; but 'iwas 
not ſo expeditious, but that our Confederate Sava- 
ges, with two hundred Coureurs de Bois, and fifty 
Officers, had time to poſt themſelves in a Copſe of 
thick Brambles, which lay half a League off the 
place of Landing. It being impoſſible tor fo ſmall 
a Party to come to an open Battle with a numerous 
Enemy, they were forc'd to fight after the manner 
of the Savages, that is, to lay Ambuftcadces from 
place to place in the Copſe, which was a quarter 
of a League broad. This way of waging War 
prov'd wonderfully ſucceſsful to us, for our Men 
being poſted in the middle of the Copſe, we luffer'd 
the Engliſh to enter, and then fir'd upon em, ly- 
ing flat upon the ground till they fir'd their pieces; 
after which we ſprung up, and drawing into knots 
here and there, repeated our fire with ſuch ſucceſs, 
that the Engliſh Militia perceiving our Savages fell 
into confuſion and diſorder, and their Bactalions 
were broke; inſomuch, that they betook themſelves 
to flight, crying out, Indians, Indians, and gave our 
Savages the opportunity of making a bloody ſlaugh- 
ter among 'em, for we found three hundred Men 
left upon the ſpot, without any other loſs on our 
ſide, than that of ten Coureurs de Bou, four Officers, 

and two Savages. 
The next day the Engliſh landed four pieces of 
braſs Cannon mounted like Field- pieces, and fought 
M 2 | very 
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very bravely, though they were very ill difciplin'd. 
*Tis certain there was no wantof Courage on their 
ſide, and their want of Succeſs muſt be imputed to 
their unacquaintedneſs with Military Diſcipline, to 
their being infeebled by the fatigues of the Sea, and 
to the ill conduct of Sir William Phips, who upon 
this Enterpriſe could not have done more than he. 
did, if he had been ingag'd by us to ſtand ſtill with 


his hands in his Pockets. This day paſs'd over more 


peaceably than the next: For then the Engliſh made a 
freſh attempt to force their paſſage through the 
Copſe, by the help of their Artillery; but they loſt 
thr-e or four hundred more in the attempt, and 
were forc'd to retire with all diligence to the Land- 
ing- place: On our fide we Joſt Mr. de St. Helene, 
who dy'd of a wound in his Leg, and about forty 
French-men and Savages. This Victory animated us 
ſo much, that we purſued the Engliſh to their Camp, 
and lay all Night flat upon the ground juſt by it, 
with a deſign to attack it by the break of day: 
But they ſav'd us the labour, for they imbarqued a- 
bout Midnight with ſuch confuſion, that we kill'd 
fifty more of em, rather by chance, than by dexte- 


rity, while they were getting into their Boats. When 


day came, we tranſported to Quebec their Tents and 
their Cannon, which they had left behind 'em; 
the Savages being in the mean time imploy'd in ſtrip- 
ping the dcad in the Wood. 

The ſame day that the Deſcent was made, Sir 
William Phips weigh 'd and came to an Anchor with 
four great Ships, at the diſtance of a Musket-ſhot 
from the lower City, where we bad only one Batte- 
ry of fix or eight Pounders. There he Cannonadoed 
for twenty four hours ſo handſomly, that the fire 
of the great Guns equal'd that of the ſmall Arms. 
The dammage they did to the roofs of the Houſes, 


' amounted to five or fix Piſtoles; for as I inform'd 


you in my firſt Letter, the Walls of the Houſes are 
{0 baid, that a Ball cannot pierce em. When 
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When Sir William Phips had made an end of theſe 
glorious Exploits, he ſent to demand of Mr. de Fron- 
tenac ſome Evgliſh Priſoners, in exchange for the 
Sieur Foliet, with his Wife and his Mother, and ſome 
Seamen; which was forthwith put in execution. 
This done, the Fleet weigh'd Anchor and ſteer'd 
As ſoon as the three Merchantmen 
that lay ſculking in the River of Saguenay, ſaw the 
Fleet running below Tadouſſac with full Sail before 
a Weſterly Gale, they put their Guns aboard, and 
purſuing their Voyage with great ſatisfaction, ar- 
riv'd at Quebec on the 12th of November. They had 
ſcarce put their Cargoe on ſhoar, when the bitter 
cold cover'd the River with Ice, which dammag'd 
their Ships ſo much, that they were forc'd to run 
em aſhoar. This troubleſom Froſt was as uneaſie 
to me, as to Mr. de Frontenac; for I then ſaw that I 
was oblig'd to paſs another Winter in Canada, and 
Mr. de Frontenac was at a loſs, to contrive à way of 


ſending the King advice of this Enterpriſe. But by 


good luck, there came all of a ſudden a downfal of 
Rain, which was follow'd by a Thaw, and was e- 
qually acceptable to us both. Immediately the Go- 
vernour order'd an unrigg'd Fripat to be rizg'd and 
fitted out; which was done accordingly with ſuch 


_ diſpatch, that. the Ballaſt, Sails, Ropes, and Maſts, 


were all in order almoſt as foon as the Orders were 
given out. When the Frigat was ready to ſail, the 
Governour told me, that the making of France as 
ſoon as ever I could, would be a piece of important 
Service; and that I ought rather to periſh, than to 
ſuffer my ſelf to be taken by the Enemy, or to put in at 
any Port whatſoever by the way. At the ſame time 
he gave me a particular Letter to Mr. de Seignelay, 
the purport of which was much to my advantage. 

I par to Sea the 20th of Novemeicr, the like of 
which was never ſeen in that place before. At the 
Ille of Condres we ſcap'd luckily , for there the 

e North- 
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North-Eaſt Wind blew ſo hard upon us, that after 
we had drop'd Anchor, we thought to have 
been ſplit in pieces in the Night-time. The 
reſt of our paſſage was good enough, for we en- 
counter'd but one Storm till wearriv'd at this place. 
Indeed we met with contrary Winds, about 150 
Leagues off the coaſt of France, which oblig'd us 
to traverſe, and lye by for a long time, and *twas 
for this reaſon that our paſſage was ſo long. 

J hear you are now in Provence, and that Mr. de 
Seignelai is gone upon a Voyage to the other World, 
which is of a quite different nature from that I have 
juſt perform'd. In earneſt, Sir, his Death is the 
Jaſt misfortune to the Navy of France, to the Colo- 
nies of the two America s, and to me in particular, 
ſince Mr. de Frontenacs Recommendatory Letter is 
thereby render'd uſeleſs to me. I am, 


STIR, Yours, &c. 


L ETT ER XXI. 
Dated at Rocbel July 26. 1691. 


Containing a Deſcription of the Courts or Offices 
of the Miniſters of State, and a view of ſome 
Services that are if rewarded at Court. 


SIR, 
* E Letter you writ to me two Months agoe 
came to my Hands at Paris; but I could not 
give you an anſwer there, becauſe I had not then 
done my buſineſs. Now that I am return'd to Ro- 
chel, IJ have leiſure time enough to inform you of 
all that befell me ſince my return to Fance. As ſoon 
as 1 arriy'd at Verſailles, I waited upon Mr. de Pont- 
| b . chartrain, 
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chartrain, who ſucceeded Mr. de Seignelai. I repre- 
{ſented to him, that Mr. de Frontenac had given me a 
Letter to his Predeceſſour, in which he took notice of 
the Services I had done. I remonſtrated to him, 
that my Eſtate being ſeiz'd upon, and there being 


f ſeveral La w- ſuits to be adjuſted, where my preſence 
was neceſſary, I hop'd his Majeſty would give me 
8 leave to quit his Service. He made anſwer, that 


he had been inform'd of the ſtate of my Affairs, 
and that I was allow'd to purſue the management of 
em, till the departure of the laſt Ships that are 
bound this year tor Quebec, to which Place he mean'd 
I ſhould return. Having receiv'd this anſwer, I 
went from Verſailles to Pars, where my Relations 
drew me into a conſultation of ſeveral Counſellors, 
who declar'd that my Affairs were ſo perplex'd, that 
in their opinion, I could not have em adjuſted in fo 
thorta time. In the mean time, the Crowns I was forc'd 
to lug out for this Conſultation, turn'd my Stomach 
againſt the going to Law with Perſons that had fo 
much intereſt in the Parliament of Paris; inſomuch, 
that I was almoſt in the mind of loſing my Right, 
rather than to enter upon the Law-fuic. However, I 
did not fail to put in for a proviſion upon my con- 
fiſcated Eſtate, by vertue of my being actually in 
the Service. But the ſolliciting of that, coſt me fo 
much trouble and charges, that though my power- 
ful Adverſaries had not been able to prevent the ob- 
taining of my requeſt, yet the Sum adjudg'd there- 
upon, would not be ſufficient to anſwer the char- 
ges I wasat. Meſſteurs de Bragelone are very honoura- 
ble Gentlemen, as you know very well. Tis true, they 


ces 


306 

a love Piſtoles better than their Relations, and upon 

1en that Principle contented themſelves in doing me the 

Ro- honour of their good Advice, for their Generoſity 
of do's not go. much further; and if I had no other re- 

Jon fuge than theirs, I ſhould be but in a ſorry conditi- 

ont* on, The Abbot of Ecouttes, who is more liberal, 
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thoꝰ not ſo rich as they, made me a Preſent of a hun- 


. Lazarus, 
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dred Louis d ors, which I applied to the payment of 
the Fees, for being receiv'd into the Order of St. 
The Ceremony of that Inſtallment was 
perform'd in Mr. de Lou vois his Chamber, and did not 


laſt fo long as the telling of the Money. I was in 
hopes that this generous Abbot would have beftow'd 


upon me ſome ſimple Benefice that he might have 


thrown in my way, without injuring himſelf : But it 


ſeems, a ſcruple of Conſcience ſtood my Enemy. 
Upon the whole, Sir, I was &en forc'd at laſt to go 
to Verſailles to ſollicit for a Place, which is the 


. molt cutting and vexatious Office in the World. 


Do but conſider, Sir, that in thoſe Royal Apart- 
ments Crowns fly, and no body knows where they 
go. One muſt patiently attend five or ſix hours a 
day in Mr. de Pontebartrains Apartments, only to 


ſhew himſelf every time that that Miniſter goes out 
or comes in. 


He no ſooner appears, than every one crowds in 


to preſent Memorials clogg'd with fifty Reaſons, 
which commonly fly off as light as the Wind. As 
ſoon as he receives theſe Petitions, he gives em to 
fome Secretary or other that follows him; and this 
Secretary Carries 'em to Meſſieurs de la Touche, de 
Begon, and de Saluberri; whoſe Footmen receive 
Pittoles from moſt of the Officers, who without 
that Expedient, would be in danger of catching cold 
at the Door of the Office of theſe Deputies. *Tis 
from that expedient alone, that their good or bad 
deſtiny muſt flow. Pray undeceive your ſelf, as to 
your notion of the protection of great Lords: The 
time is gone in which the Miniſters granted what- 
ever they ask'd for their Baſtards, their Footmen, 
and their Vaſlals. There is but two or three Prin- 
ces or Dukes, who being great Favourites, will med- 
dle in protecting thoſe that have no immediate de- 
endance upon em: And if theſe do it, tis very 
5 ſeldom ; 
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ſeldom ; for you know that the Gentry of Franceis in 
no great Circumſtances,and theſe great Lords have of 
tentimes poor Friends of their own, for whom they 
are oblig'd to ask places, in order to their Subſiſtence. 
As the World goes now, the Miniſters are upon ſuch 
a foot, that they'll refuſe any thing to Perſons of 
the higheſt Dignity about Court, by replying, the 
King will have it fo, or the King will have it other- 
wiſe. And as for the Topick of Merit; that's fuch 
a frightful Monſter, that it can have no Reception 
in the Miniſters Offices, nay, moſt of the Miniſters 
gre ſtruck with horrour when they think of ic. Tis 
e Miniſters , in effect, that diſpoſe of all pla- 


ces, though it appears as if twere the King. They 


do what they pleaſe, without being accountable to 
him, for he puts all upon the affection and zeal 
they ought to have for his Service. They carry Ex- 
tracts to him, in which the merit of the Officers 
they mean to prefer, is either ſuppos'd or extoll'd. 
But the Memorials of thoſe they do not like, are 
far from appearing. 
I'm forry I ſhould be oblig'd to lay this truth be- 
fore you; however, I mention no particular Mi- 
niſter, for they are not all of that kidney. I know 
ſome of 'em that would fcorn to do the leaft in- 
juſtice to any Man whatſoever; and would not ſuf- 
fer their Suiſſes, or their Lackeys, or even their De- 
puties or Clerks, to intrigue for the preferment of 
ſuch and ſuch Perſons by the means of Piſtoles. Theſe 
dexterous Intriguers, do by indirect means make more 
Officers, than you have hairs on your Head; and 
tis for that reaſon they are ſaluted a League off, 
and dignify'd as ſeriouſly with the Title of Monſieur, 
as their Maſters are with that of Monſeigneur or 
Grandeur. Theſe laſt Titles have been acquir'd by 
our Miniſters and Secretaries of State, with as 
much glory, as by our Biſhops. We muſt not think 
it ſtrange therefore, that even our. General Officers 
: | __- have 
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have the words A gu, u Grandeur ſo frequent- 
ly in their Mouths, provided it be accompany'd 
with that of your Excellency. I ſwear, Sir, I could 
find matter for a Book of three hundred Pages in 
Folio, if I hada mind to be particular upon the in- 
trigues of the Officers and Miniſters of State; upon 
the means by which the Sollicitors compals their ends, 
the notorious Knavery of a certain fort of People, 
and the patience with which the Officers muſt be 


fortified ; upon the contempt that thoſe meet with, 


who have no other Recommendation than Merit, 
and in a word, upon all the inſtances of Injuſtice 
that are practis d without the King's knowledge. ( 

Let it be as it will, I muſt acquaint you that af- 
ter a fruitleſs Sollicitation for what I thought I had 
ſome Title to, in conſideration of my Services, I 
receiv'd this Anſwer, that the King would order 
Mr. de Frontenac to provide for me as handſomly as 
he could, when an occaſion offer d: So that I was 
forc'd to reſt ſatisfi d with my Anſwer, and re- 
ſolve to continue a Captain for ever; for I. know 
very well that the Governour of Canada can not 
prefer me to a higher Poſt. 

Having left Verſailles, T came hither with all ex- 
pedition , and then went to receive the com- 
mands of the Intendant of Rochefort. He acquainted 
me that the Ship call'd Honorè was fitting up, and 
that I might ſail as ſoon as 'twas ready. He re- 
commended to me the Chevalier de Meaupou, Ma- 
dam Pontchartrain's Nephew, who is to go along 
with me. This Gentleman having the curioſity to 
ſee Canada, is come hither from Paris, with a hand- 
ſom Retinue. Tis in vain to ſet forth to him the 
tediouſneſs of the Paſſage, the inconveniencies of 
the Sea, and the diſagreeableneſs of the Coun- 
try; for all theſe Arguments ſerve only to inflame 
his Curioſity. The Count 4 Aunay is to convoy 
us to the Latitude of Cape Finiferre, at which place 


he 
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he is to take leave of us, and return to Rochefort. 
We only ſtay for a fair Wind to put to Sea. I am, 


£7h 


Tours, CC. 


yy 


LETTER XXII. 
Dated at Quebec Now, 10. 1691. 


Which contains an Account of the Authors depar- 


parture from Rochel to Quebec, of his Yoy- 
age to the Mouth of the River St. Laurence, 
of a Ren-counter he had with an Engliſh Ship 
which he fought ; of the ſtranding of his Ship; 
of his ſailing through the River St. Laurence 
of the News he receiv'd, that a Party of the 
Engliſh and Iroqueſe had font a Body 
of the French Troops. | 


7X; 


W O days after I wrote to you, we ſet fail 
from the Harbour of Rochel, upon our great 
Voyage to Canada. On the 5th of Auguſt we per- 
ceiv'd a great Ship, which the Count of Aunay gave 
chaſe to, who having a better Sailer, came up with 
her in three hours time, whereupon ſhe on a ſud- 


den put up Genoeſe Colours. Some Guns were fir'd 


upon the Prow, to oblige her to ſtrike; but the Cap- 
tain was ſo obſtinate, that Mr. 4 Aunay was forc'd to 
give her a Broadſide, which kill'd four or five of 
the Seamen, whereupon the reſt were oblig'd to put 
out their Long-boat, and carry to his Ship their 
Paſſports and Bills of Lading. On the 1066, afegs 

: they 
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they had taken the Latitude, the Pilots thinking that 
they were even with Cape Finiſter, Mr. d Aunay ſent 
out his Long- boat, to acquaint me that he was then 
upon his return home, upon which I wrote him a 
Letter of thanks. Father Bechefer a Jeſuit, who had 
been many years Superior of the College of Quebec, 
whither he was now going in the ſame Capacity, was 
forc'd to throw himſelf into this Long-boat, in order 
to his return into Fance, having found himſelf con- 
tinually indiſpos'd, from the firſt day we put to Sea. 
On the 234of Auguſt we had a great Storm of Wind 
from the North-Weſt, which laſted about twenty four 


hours, being then a hundred Leagues off the Bank of 


Newfound-Land, This Bank takes its Name from the I- 
fland of Newfound-Land, a Map of which # here annex d. 
When the Storm was over, there ſucceeded a 


Wind from the North. Eaſt, which drove us in ten or 


twelve hours, to the Mouth of the River of St. Lau- 
rence, On the 6h of September we diſcover'd a Ship 
failing from the Coaſt of Gaſpe, which bore down 
upon us with a full fail, We thought at firſt that 


they were French coming from Quebec, but their way 


of working the Ship diſcover'd to us within an hour 
after, that they were Enemies. After we knew 
them, we prepar'd to fight them, and they being a- 
bout a League to the Windward of us, came quick- 
ly down upon us with full Sail, within Musket- 
ſhor. Preſently they put up Engliſh Colours, and gave 
us a Broad-ſide ; and we put up our own Colours, 
and paid them home in their own Coyn. The Fight 
laſted two hours, and both fides fir'd continually 
one upon another, but the Sea being tempeſtuous, 
we were oblig'd to ſhear off as Night came on, 
without ſuffering any other loſs, than the weund- 
ing of two Seamen, and the receiving of twenty 
eight or thirty ſhot in our Maſts, Sails, and Rig- 
ging. Two days after we met Mr. Dato, Captain 
of the Hazardous, who was homeward bound for 
France, 
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France, being a Convoy to ten or twelve Merchant 
Ships. He gave me ſome Refreſhments, and told 
me ſome news of Canada, which were very accep- 
table. We purſu'd our courſe in ſpight of the South- 
Eaſt Wind, which oblig'd us to tack about ſeveral: 
ways, till we came to Portneuf, near to Tadouſſac. 
In this place we were ſtranded by the fault of the 
Coaſting-Pilot, who being obſtinate for caſting An- 
chor near the Land, was like to have been the cauſe 
of a Shipwrack. At Midnight the Ship was ſo daſh'd 
againſt the Sand, that I thought ſhe was ſplit in 
pieces, but the Tide ebbing by degrees, ſhe was left 
lying upon the Coaſt, without any apparent Dam- 
age. I preſently caus'd a Kedger to be dropt in 
the deep. Water belag'd with ſeveral Ropes call'd 
Grelins Epiſſes ( ſee the Explication Table,) and the 
next Morning the Tide returning fet the Ship afloat, 
and then we haul'd it in with the Capeſtan. On 
the 13th we caſt anchor near the Red 1and, and the 
next day being the 1425, we paſs'd that Channel 
without danger, by the favour of a freſh Gale from 
the North-Eaſt. 

On the 15:5 we caſt Anchor at the e of Hares : 
On the 16th we paſs'd the Iſle of Condres : On the 
17th we weather'd the Cape of Tourmente, and the 
next day we anchor'd in this Port. From the 
Mouth of the River to this place, we had the fineſt 
Sunſhine days that ever were ſeen : During which 
time, I had both leiſure and opportunity to view 
the Coaſts on the right Hand and the left, while we 
tack'd about and about as the wind ſerv'd. When 

I tawa great many Rivers on the South ſide, I ask'd 
the Pilots why the Ships us'd to ſteer their courſe 
on the North ſide, where there is no Anchorage 
to be found, but at Papinacheſe, the ſeven Is, and 
Portneuf. They anfwer'd me, that the ordinary Bree- 
zes of the rough North-Weſt Wind, which blows 
upon this River for three quarters of a year, were 
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the true cauſe why they durſt not go far from the 
North ſide; and that no body could enſure a Ship 
that ſhould ſteer on the South ſide, except it were 
in the Months of June, Ful, and Auguſt. If it 
were not for that, I believe it would be more plea- 
ſant, more eaſie, and leſs dangerous to ſail on the 
South, chan on the North ſide, becauſe one might 
caſt Anchor every Night at the entrance of thoſe 
Rivers which diſcharge themſelves all along that 
Coalt, and would not be oblig'd to be veering a- 
bout continually. Night and Day, as he is forc'd to 
do, when he ſteers his courſe on the North ſide. 
This, Sir, is all I had to fay at preſent about our 
{ailing in this River, which I ſhall have occaſion to 
mention to you again. After our Ship caſt Anchor 
before Quebec, I landed with the Chevalier Meaupou, 
whom conducted to the Houſe of Mr. Frontenac, who 
ofter'd to him as well as to me, the uſe of his Table 
and Houſe. Iam inform'd that 300 Engliſh, and 200 
Iroqueſe, approach'd about two Months agoe to the 
Iſle of Monreal; That the Governour of that Iſle 
tranſported 15 Companies from the other fide of the 
River, to watch their Motions; That a Detach- 
ment of the Enemy having ſurpriz d our Out- 
Guards, attack'd the whole Body of them, and our 
Camp at the ſame time with ſo much Vigour and 
Courage, that they killd upon the ſpot more than 
three hundred Soldiers, beſides two Captains, ſix Lieu- 
tenants, and five Enſigns; and that after this fatal 
Expedition, Mr. Valrenes, à Captain of the Ma- 
rines, ſet out from Monreal, with a Detachment of 
French and Savages, to go to Fort Chambli, ( for 
fear the Iroqueſe ſhould attack that Poſt ) who ha- 
ving met in their paſſage a party of Engliſh and Iroqueſe, 
attack'd them vigorouſly, and defeated them. 


All theſe different Adventures give me ground 
to conjecture, that it will be much more difficult 
| than 
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than tis imagin'd, to make a good Peace with the 


five Nations of the Iroqueſe. Mr. Frontenac has given 
the neceſſary Orders to all the neighbouring Hadi- 
cations, that they ſhould tranſport a great quantity 
of Stakes and Lime in the Winter time to the Neigh- 
bourhood of this City. Farewel Sir, the laſt Ships 
which are to depart hence for France, will fail in 
three or four days. I am, | 

| SIR, Yours, . 


— 


— 


LET FER Al. 
Dated at Nants Octob. 25. 1692. 


Containing an Account of the taking of ſome 
Engliſh Veſſels, of defeating a Party of the 
Iroqueſe, of an Iroqueſe burnt alive at Que- 
bec; of another Party of theſe Barbarians, who 
having ſurpriz'd ſome Coureurs de Bois, were 
afterwards ſurpriz'd themſelves. Of the Pro- 
jet of an Enterprize propos d by Mr, Fronte- 

nac to the Author, Of the Authors departure 
in a Frigat for France, and his ſtopping at Pla- 
centia, which was attack'd by an Englith Fleet 
that came to take that Poſt from us. How the 
Engliſh fail d in their Deſign, and the Author 
purſu'd his Voyage. 


S I R, 


; 1 IS Letter comes from Britany, and not from 


Canada, from whence I parted ſuddenly to re- 
turn into France, about two Months after J re- 
ceiv'd your Letter, which 1 could not then anſwer 
for want of an opportunity. You tell me, that you 
are ſatisfi d with the Deſcription I have ſent you of 

the 


[ 
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the River St. Laurence, and that you would be very 
glad to have as exact an account of the whole Coun- 
1 try of Canada. I can ſcarce ſatisfie your deſire at 
| , | preſent, becauſe I have not yet had time to ſort all 
11 my Memoirs, and therefore you muſt not take it 


q 

| amiſs, that I pray you to ſuſpend your curioſity for 

D ſome time. In the mean time, here follows the 

it Relation of ſome things that happen'd in Canada, 

Fi which may be acceptable co you. : 

| Immediately after the Ships parted from Quebec 

| the laſt year, Mr. Frontenac order'd a Plan to be 

| drawn of a Wall to encompaſs the City, and ha- 

| ving tranſported thither all the Materials neceſſary 
for building ſome Redoubts of Stone, he took care 
to fortifie it during the Summer. Some days agoe 
a Gentleman of New-England call'd Nelſon, was 
brought priſoner to Quebec, who was taken in the 
River of Kenebeki, upon the Coaſt of Acadia, together 
with three Ships belonging to him, and becauſe he 

was a very gallant Man, Mr. Frontenac gave him a 

Lodging at his own Houſe, and treated him with 
all manner of Civility. About the beginning of 
this year, this Governour gave the command of a 
Party conſiſting of 150 Soldiers, to Chevalier Beau- 
cour, with whom fifty of the Savages that were our 
Friends were joyn'd, in order to march on the 
Ice towards Fort Frontenac. About thirty or forty 
Leagues from Monreal, they met a Company of ſix- 
ty Iroqueſe, who were diſcover'd by the Foot-ſteps 
of ſome of their Hunters, that had ſtragled out of 
their Cottages, and the next day they were all ſur- 
priz d, and either had their Throats cut, or were 
made Priſoners. The Sieur de Ia Plante who liv'd 
in Slavery with theſe Wretches, had the good for- 
tune to be preſent in their Company when they 
were defeated, and he had certainly been kill'd with 
his Maſters, if he had not cry'd out with all his 


Might, Spare me, I am a Frenchman ; He was one 3 | 
| the 
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the four Officers, who had the misfortune to be ta- 


ken in that fatal Incurſion, which theſe Tygers made 


into Monreal, as I told you in my 17th Letter. The 
Chevalier Beaucour return'd again to the Colony with 


his Party, and brought along with him twelve Pri- 


ſoners of the Iroqueſe, who were immediately con- 


ducted to Quebec: After they arrivd, Mr. Frontenac 


did very judiciouſly condemn two of the wicked- 
eſt of the Company, to be burnt alive with a flow 


Fire. This Sentence extreamly terrified the Gover- 
nour's Lady, and the Jeſuits; the Lady us'd all 


manner of ſupplication to procure a moderation of 
the terrible Sentence, but the Judge was inexorabbe, 
and the Jeſuits employ'd all their Eloquence in vain 
upon this occaſion. The Governour anſwered 
them, © That it was abſolutely neceſſary to make 
© ſome terrible examples of Severity to frighten the 


© Troqueſe ; That ſince theſe Barbarians burnt almoſt 


« all the French, who had the misforcune to fall in- 
© to their Hands, they muſt be treated after the 
« {ame manner, becauſe the Indulgence which had 
ce hitherto been ſhown them, ſeem'd to authorize 
them to invade our Plantations, and ſo much the 
cc rather to do it, becauſe they run no other hazard, 
© than that of being taken, and well kept at their 


© Maſter's Houſes; but when they ſhould under- 
© ſtand that the French caus d them to be burnt, they 


© would have a care for the future, how they ad- 
* vanc'd with {o much boldneſs to the very Gates 
r of our Cities; and in fine, That the Sentence of 
* Death being paſt, theſe two wretches muſt pre- 
* pare to take a Journey into the other World. 
This obſtinacy appear'd ſurprizing in Mr. Frontewac, 
who but a little before had favour'd the eſcape of 


| three or four Perſons liable to the Sentence of Death, 


upon the importunate prayer of Madam the Gover- 
nefs ; but though ſhe redoubled her earneſt Suppli- 
tations, ſhe could not alter his firm Reſolution as 
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to theſe two Wretches. The Jeſuits were thereup- 
on ſent to Baptize them, and oblige them to ac- 
knowledge the Trinity, and the Incarnation, and 
to repreſent to them the Joys of Paradiſe, and the 
Torments of Hell, within the ſpace of eight or ten 
hours. You will readily confeſs, Sir, that this was 
a very bold way of treating theſe great Myſteries, 
and that to endeavour to make the Iroqueſe under- 
ſtand them ſo quickly, was to expoſe them to their 
Laughter. Whether they took theſe Truths for Songs, 
I do not know; but this I can aſſure you, that from 
the Minute they were acquainted with this fatal 
News, they ſent back theſe good Fathers without e- 
ver hearing them; and then they began to ſing ' the 
ſong of Death, according to the cuſtom of the Sa- 
vages. Some charitable Perſon having thrown a 
Knife to them in Priſon, he who had the leaſt Cou- 
rage of the two, thruſt it into his Breaſt, and died 
of the Wound immediately. Some young Hurons of 
Lorette, aged between fourteen and fifteen years, 
came to ſeize the other, and carry him away to the 
Diamant Cape, where notice was given to prepare a 
oreat pile of Wood. He ran todeath with a great- 
er unconcernedneſs, than Socrates would have done, 


if he had been in his caſe. During the time of Ex- 


ecution he ſung continually ; * That he was a War- 
© riour, brave and undaunted ; that the moſt cruel 
ce kind of Death could not ſhock his Courage, that 
© no Torments could extort from him any Cries, 
ce that his Companion was a Coward for having 
ce kill'd himſelf through the fear of Torment; and 
6e laflly, that if he was burnt, he had this Comfort, 
© that he had treated many French and Hurons after 
ce the ſame manner. All that he ſaid was very true, 
and chiefly as to his own courage and firmneſs of 
Soul; for I can truly ſwear to you, that he nei- 
ther ned Tears, nor was ever perceiv'd to Sigh 
but on the contrary, during all the time that bone 
of 
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fer'd the moſt horrible Torments that could be in- 
vented, and which laſted about the ſpace of three 
hours, he never ceas'd one Minute from ſinging. 
The ſoles of his Feet were roaſted before two great 
Stones red hot, for more than a quarter of anhour ; 
the tops of his Fingers were ſcorch'd in a Stove of 
lighted Pipes; during which Torture he did not 
draw back his Hand. After this the ſeveral joynts 
of his Body were cut off, one after another : The 
Nerves of his Limbs and Arms were diſtorted with 
a little Iron Wand, after ſuch a manner, as cannot 
poſſibly be expreſs'd. In fine, after many other 
Tortures, the hair of his Head was taken off after 


ſuch a manner, that there remain'd nothing but the 


Skull, upon which theſe young Executioners were 
going to throw ſome burning Sand, when a certain 
Slave of the Hurons of Lorette, by the order of Ma- 
dam the Governeſs, knock'd him on the head with 
a Club, which put an end to his Martyrdom. As 
to my ſelf, I vow and ſwear, that the Prologue of 
this Tragedy, created in me fo great a Horror, that 
I had not the curioſity to ſee the end of it, nor to 
hear this poor Wretch ſing to the laſt moment 
of his Life. I have ſeen ſo many burnt againſt my 
Will, amongſt thoſe People where I ſojourn'd, du- 
ring the courſe of my Voyages, that I cannot think 
of it without trouble. *Tis a fad Spectacle; at which 
every one is obliged to be preſent, when he happens 
to Sojourn among thele Savage Nations, who inflict 
this cruel kind of Death upon their Priſoners of 
War; for as J have told you in one of my Letters, 
all the Savages practiſe this barbarous Cruelty. No- 


thing is more grating to a civil Man, than that he 


is oblig'd to be a Witneſs of the Tormients which 


this kind of Martyrs ſuffer; for if any one ſhould 


pretend to ſhun this Sight, or expreſs any Compaſſi- 
on for them, he would be eſteem'd by them a Man 
of no Courage. S 
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After the Navigation was open and free, the 
Sie ur St. Michel a Canadan, ſet out from Monreal for 
the Beaver Lakes, at the Head of a Party of the 
Coreurs de Bois, with ſeveral Canowsladen with ſuch 
Goods as are proper for the Savages. In their paſ- 
{age from Long- Sau, to the River of the Outaouas, 
they met ſixty lroqueſe, who ſurpriz'd them, and cut all 
their Throats except four, that had the good for- 
tune to eſcape, and carry the news to Monreal. As 
ſoon as this fatal accident was known, the Cheva- 
lier Vaudreuil, put hirnſelf in a Canow with a De- 
tachment, and purſu'd this party of Iroqueſe, being 
follow'd by a hundred Canadans, and ſome confe- 
derate Savages. I know not by what chance he had 
the good fortune to overtake them, but ſo it was, 
he ſurpriz d them, and attack'd them with Vigour, 
upon which they fought deſperately, but at laſt they 
were defeated. This Victory coſt us the lives of many 
of our Savages, and of three or four of our Officers. 
The ſrequeſe that were taken, were carried to the Ci- 
ty of Monreal, near which place they were regal'd 
with a Salvo of Baſtinadoes. 

About the beginning of the Month of July, Mr. 
Frontenac having receivd ſome News from the 
Commander of the Lakes, ſpoke to me of a cer- 
tain Project, which J had formerly ſhown him to 
be of great Importance: But becauſe he did not ſuf- 
ficiently conſider all the advantages that might be 
reap'd from ic, and on the contrary, apprehended 
2 great many difficulties would attend the putting it 
in execution, he had altogether neglected this Af 
fair, of which I ſhall give you the following ac- 
count. | 

I obſerv'd to you in my 177 Letter, the great Im- 
portance and Advantage of the Forts of Hontenac 
and Niagara, and that in the conjuncture of Cir- 
cumſtances wherein Mr. Denonville then found them, 
ic was impoſſible to preſerve them. You have alſo 

g remarqu'd 


- 1 . „ oy WY; EN "gg ALA NT PANELEE F ; 
Ernie r gn > 


T - dB n_s 


2 


Qua i URN 


be their Intereſt to joyn with us todeſtroy theſe Ban- 


of the Lake Errie, which you ſee in my Map ee ral 
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remarqu'd the advantages which the Savages have 
over the Europeans, by their way of fighting in the 
Forreſts of this 'vaſt Continent. Since we cannot 
deſtroy the Iroqueſe with our own ſingle Forces, we 
are neceſſarily oblig'd to have recourſe to the Sava- 
ges that are our Allies: And 'tis certain, as they 
themſelves foreſee, that if theſe Barbarians could 
compaſs the Deſtruction of our Colonies, they would 
be ſubdued by them ſooner or later, as it has hap- 
pen'd to many other Nations, ſo they know it to 


diti's. Now ſince they are well affected to this de- 
ſign, we muſt endeavour to facilitate to them the 
means of putting it in execution, for you may ea- 
ſily believe that theſe People, as ſavage as they are, 
are not ſo void of Senſe, as to travel two or three 
hundred Leagues from their own Country, to fight 
againſt their Enemies, without being ſure of a 
place of retreat, where they may repoſe them- 
ſelves, and find Proviſions. There is no queſtion 
therefore, but we ſhould build Forts upon the Lands 
of the Iroqueſe, and maintain them in ſpite of their 
Teeth. This, Sir, is what I propos'd above a year 
agoe to Mr. Frontenac, and it is what he would have 
me ſtill to undertake. I project therefore, to build and | 
maintain three Forts upon the courſe of the Lakes, . 
with ſome Veſſels that ſhall go with Oars, which EG drd Af 
I will build according to my Fancy; but they be-nq#v7y oi 
ing light, and of great carriage, may be manag'de li ln 


eicher with Oars or a Sail, and will alſo be able to. 2 
bear the ſhocks of the Waves. I demand fifty Seamenay +6 
of the French Biſcay, for they are known to be the $019 
moſt dexterous and able Mariners that are in the K 
World. I mult alſo have two hundred Soldiers ,/a*ryfe 33 


choſen out of the Troops of Canada. I will buiide gen 
three little Caſtles in ſeveral places, one at the mouthꝰ S 2 © 


Canada, under the name of Fort Suppoſè, beſides tu n — 1 


2 N 3 others. Ge. kes | | 
age pg. 139 H . K. 9. 1 


182 Some New Voyages 
others. The ſecond J will build in the ſame place 
where it was when I maintain'd it, in the years 

1687, and 1688. whereof J have wrote to you in 
my 14thand 15th Letter : and the third at the Mouth 
of the Bay of Toronto, upon the ſame Lake. Ninety 
Men will be ſufficient to Garriſon theſe three Re- 
doubts, and perhaps a ſmaller number; for the Iro- 
queſe who never ſaw a Canon, but in a Picture, and 
co whom an ounce of Powderis more precious than 
a Lewis- D'or, can never be perſwaded to attack any 
kind of Fortificaticn. I deſire of the King for put- 
ting this Project in execution, 15000 Crowns a year, 
for the Maintenance, Entertainment, Subſiſtance, 
and pay of theſe 250 Men. It will be very eaſie 
for me to tranſport with the abovemention'd Veſ- 
ſels 400 Savages, into the Country of the Troqueſe, 

henever I have a mind. I can carry Proviſions for 

2000, and tranſport as many Sacks of Indian Corn, 
as are neceſſary for maintaining theſe Forts both in 
Winter and Summer. *Tis eaſie to have plenty of 
Hunting and Shooting in all the. Iſles, and to con- 
trive ways for croſſing the Lakes; and it will. be ſo 
much the more eaſie to purſue the Troqueſe in their 
Canows, and ſink them, that my Veſſels are light, 
and my Men fight under a Cover. In fine, if you 
ſaw the Memorial which I am to prefent to Mr. 
Pontchartrain, you would find that this Enterprize 
is the fineſt and moſt uſeful that can be invented, 
to diſtreſs the Iroqueſe in time of War, and confine 
them within bounds in time of Peace. Mr. Fronte- 
nac has joyn'd to it a private Letter to Mr. Pontchar- 
train, wherein he obſerves to him, that if this Pro- 
ject were well put in execution, theſe terrible Ene- 
mies would be oblig'd in two years time, to aban- 
don their Country. After this he adds, that he judg- 
es me ſufficiently qualified to go upon ſuch an In- 
terpriſe; and believes I will make my point good. 
Perhaps he might have light on others that know 
the Country and Cuſtoms of the Savages better _ 

1 OR” . „ TIES | Ko Be O 


% 9... YE. 


3 


to North-America. 183 


I do: But by an accident which do's not tend much 
to my advantage, I have purchas'd the Eſteem and 


Friendſhip of theſe Savages, which in my opinion 


was the only reaſon that mov'd Mr. de Frontenac to 
ſingle out me for this Service. 

 Fuly the 27th the Governour having given me his 
Packet for the Court, and the St. Ann Frigat being 
rigg d and fitted out according to his Orders, I im- 
barqu'd in the Port of Quebec, and after five days 
ſailing, we met in the River of St. Laurence, over 
againſt Monts notre dame, twelve Merchantmen bound 
from France for Quebec, under the Convoy of Mr. d 
Iberville, Captain of the Poli. Auguſt the 8th, we 
got clear of the Bay of St. Laurence, by the help of 


a Weſterly Gale, and that in ſuch fair and clear Wea- 


ther, that we deſcry d the Iſlands of Cape Breton and 
Newfound-Land, as diſtinctly, as if we had been with- 
in a Musket-ſhot of em. The nine or ten follow- 
ing days were ſo far of a different ſtamp, that we 
could ſcarce ſee from the Prow to the Poop of the 


Ship, for all of a ſudden there fell the thickeſt and 


darkeſt Fog that ever I ſaw. At the end of theſe 
days the Horiſon clearing up, we ſtood in for New- 
found-Land, deſcrying Cape St. Mary ; and by ma- 
king all the fail we could, arriv'd that very day in 
the Port of Placentia. 

In that Port I found fifry Fiſhermen, moſt of 
which were of French Biſcay, and thought to have 
ſet out for France along with them in a few days: 
But they were longer in getting ready than I thought 
for,and when we were juſt ready to break ground,we 
were inform'd by ſome Fiſhermen, that five large 
Engliſh Ships were come to an Anchor near Cape St. 
Mary. This Intelligence prov'd very true, for on the 
I 5th of September they caſt Anchor in ſight of Placen- 
tia. The 16th they weigh'd, and came to an An- 
chor in the Road, out of the reach of our Guns. 
Upon this the Governour was not a little perplex d, for 
he had but fifty Soldiers in his Fort, and a very 
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ſmall moiety of Ammunition. Beſides, the Fort 
was commanded by a Mountain, from whence he 
might be gall'd with Stones flung out of Slings; and 
t was to be fear'd,the Engliſh would poſſeſs themſelves 
of that high Ground. I march'd with ſixty of the 
Seamen belonging to the Fiſhermen, to prevent their 
Landing, in caſe they attempted to make a Deſcent 
at a certain place call'd Ia Fontaine; and I compals'd 
my end without firing a Gun. In effect, fix or ſe- 
ven hundred Engliſh put in to the Land in twenty 
Sloops, with a deſign to have landed at that place; 
upon which my vigorous Cantabrians being full of 
fire and forwardneſs, appear'd too ſoon upon the 
thoar, in ſpite of my Teeth, and by that means ob- 
lig'd the Engliſu to take another courſe, and row with 
all their might to the back of a little Cape, where 
they threw in a Barrel of Picch and Tar that burnt 
two arpents of Thickets/ The 18:h about Noon, per- 
ceiving that a little Sloop put off from the Admiral 
with a white Flag on its Prow, and made towards 
the Fort, I run inthither immediately. The - Go- 
vernour had took care to ſend out one of his own 
Sloops with the ſame Flag, to meet the other, and 
was ſurpris'd when ſhe return'd with two Engliſh Of- 
acers on board. Theſe Officers gave the Governour 
to underſtand, that the Admiral deſir d he would 
| ſend an Officer on board of him, which was done 
accordingly ; for Mr. de Cofte-belle and I, went on 
board of the Admiral, who receiv'd us with all Reſ- 
pect and Civility, and regal'd us with Sweet-meats, 
and ſeveral forts of Wines, with which we drank 
the Healths of the Admirals of France, and England, 
He ſhew'd us his whole Ship, to the very Carriages 
of the Guns, and then gave the Sieur de Coſtebelle to 
know, that *ewould he a great trouble to him to be 
oblig'd to take Placentia by the force of Arins, in re- 
gard that he foreſaw, ſuch an Enterpriſe would prove 
fatal to the Governour, to the Gariiſon, and all the 
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Inhabitants, upon the account that he would find a 
great deal of difficulty in preventing the Pillaging and 
other Diſorders; That in order to avoid this Misfor- 
tune, twould be a prudential part in the Gover- 
nour, to come to a Compoſition. Our Officer be- 
ing fully acquainted with the Goverhour's Mind, 
made anſwer in his name, that he was reſolv'd up- 
on a vigorous defence, and would rather ſpring the 
place in the Air, than ſurrender it to the Enemies of 
the King his Maſter. After a mutual exchange of 
Compliments, we took leave of him, and being rea- 
dy to get into our Sloop, he told us with embraces, 
that he was infinitely ſorry he could not ſalute us 
with his Guns, in the room of which he order'd five 
or fix Huzza's, with a Long live the King. When 
we went into the Boat, we return'd him the ſame 
number of ſhouts, to which he return'd a ſeventh 
that finiſh'd the Ceremony. Upon our return to 
the Fort, Mr. de Cotebelle gave the Governour an ac- 
count of the force of the Admiral's-Ship. The St. 
Albans (ſo the Ship was call'd) carried ſixty fix Guns 
mounted, and fix hundred Men Complement, but 
the other Ships appear'd to be of leſs force. 

The next day, which was the 19th, they advanc'd 
within Canon: ſhot of the Fort, where they lay bye, 
While a Sloop row'd up to the Batteries. The Go- 
vernour ſent out another Sloop to know what the 
matter was, and was anſwer'd, that if he had a 
mind for a Parley in the time of the Ingagement, 
he ſhould put up a red Flag for a Signal. I was then 
polted at Ia Fontaine, to oppoſe a Deſcent ; for that 
was the only place that could be ſerviceable to the 
Engliſh, in order to maſter Placentia, The Engliſh 
ought to have conſider'd, that their Cannon would 
do no fervice againſt an impenetrable Rampart, and 
that they would loſe their labour in ſhooting againſt 
Fliars and Earth. Buc it ſeems, they were oblig'd 
by expreſs Orders from the Prince of Orange, to do 
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it, and at the ſame time to expoſe themſelves to the 
danger of being ſunk, which had certainly been 
effected, if we had had Powder and Ball enough, 
for the Canonading laſted almoſt five hours. 

The 20th a French Pilot who was Priſoner on 
board of the Admiral, made his eſcape by throw- 
ing himſelf into the Sea in the Night-time. He 
landed at the place where I lay in Ambuſcade ; and 
after he had given me an account of what paſs'd 
in the Fleet, I ſent him to the Governour's Houſe, 
He inform'd me, that they had deſign'd a Deſcent 
with ſeven or eight hundred Men, but alter'd their 
Reſolution, upon the apprehenſion, that there were 


fourteen or fifteen hundred Seamen ready to oppoſe 


them; that they were of the opinion, that my ſixty 
Biſcayans who diſcover'd themſelves upon the ſhoar 
at la Fontaine, in ſpite of all I could do, had no o- 
ther view but to draw em into an Ambuſcade, by 
tempting em to come up. The 21/ they ſet fail 
with a North-Eaſt Gale, after having burnt all the 
Houſes at Pointe Verte, where the Governour had 
fent a Detachment by way of Precaution that ſame 
very day; but the ways were ſo impracticable, that 
the Detachment could not get there in time to op- 
poſe the Enemy. This one may juſtly ſay, that 

if it had not been for the Captains of the Biſcay 
Ships that were then at Placentia, that place had un- 
doubtedly fallen into the hands of the Engliſh: And 
this I can convince you of, when you and I meet. 
In this bloody Expedition, the Engliſh loſt fix Men 
and on our ſide the Sieur Boat, Lieutenant of a 
Nantes Veſſel, had his Arm ſhot off. In fine, the 
Engliſh did all that Men could do, fo that nothing 


can be ſaid againſt their Conduct. 


October the 6th, I took ſhipping in purſuit of my 
Voyage to France, being accompany'd with ſeveral 
other Veſſels. The Weſterly Winds were fo favou- 
rable to us in our paſſage, that we came to an _ 
FF | | chor 
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chor on the 234 at St. Nazere, which lies but eight 
or nine Leagues for this place. I am to ſet out 
immediately for Verſailles; in the mean time, I am, 


SI, 


* | : Tour 4 3 &Cc. 
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LETFER XAT 
Dated at Nantes May 10. 1693. 


Containing an Account of Mr. Frontenac's Pro- 
jet, which was rejected at Court, and the rea- 
ſon why it was rejected. The King gives the 
Author the Lieutenancy of the Iſle of New- 


found-Land, Sc. together with a free Inde- 


pendant Company. 


SIR, 


Am now once more at Nantes, from whence I 

wrote to you in October laſt. TI am now return'd 
from Court, where I preſented to Mr. Pontchar- 
train Mr. Frontenac's Letters, and the Memorial 1 
mention'd in my laſt. IT was anſwer'd, that it would 
not be proper to execute the Project I propos'd, be- 
cauſe the forty Seamen which were neceſlary for 
my purpoſe, could not now be allow'd me, and 
beſides the King had given Orders to Mr. Frontenac, 
to make Peace with the Iroqueſe upon any terms 
whatſoever. This Inconveniency alſo was found 
to attend the Project, that after the Forts which I 
intended to build upon the Lakes were intirely fi- 
niſh'd, the Savages that are our Friends and Con- 
federates, would rather ſeek after Glory, by _—_ 
þ | by ar 
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War upon the Troqueſe, than take pleaſure in Hunt- 
ing the Beavers, which would be a conſiderable da- 
mage to the Colonies of Canada, that ſubſiſt only as 
one may ſay, by the trade of Skins, as I ſhall ſhew 
you more particularly in a proper place. The Eu- 

liſh will by no means take it ill, that we do not 
build theſe Forts, for beſides that, they are too 
much concern'd for the preſervation of the Troqueſe, 
they will always be ready to furniſh with Merchan- 
dize the Savage Nations, that are our Allies, as 
they have done hitherto. I muſt own my ſelf migh- 
tily oblig'd to the Engliſh, who attack'd us at Placen- 
ta the laſt year; they declar'd publickly, though 
without any juſt ground, after they arriv'd in Eng- 
land, that they would infallibly have taken that 
Place, if I had not oppos'd their Deſcent. I have 
already inform'd you, that I did not at all hinder 
them from Landing at the place where I was poſt- 
ed with ſixty Biſcayan Seamen : So that they attri- 
bute to me a glorious Action, in which I had no 
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|. ſhare, and by that means have done me fo much 
1 Honour, that his Majeſty hath beſtow'd upon me the 


— — — ____—_ — — — Cer 


Lieutenancy of the Iſle of Newfound- Land and Acadia, 
which I never deferv'd upon that ſcore. Thus you 
ſee, Sir, that many times ſuch Perſons are preferr'd, 
who have no other Patrons in the World, but pure 
Chance. However, I ſhould have been better pleas'd, 
if I could have put the abovemention'd Project in 
execution, for a ſolitary Life is moit grateful to me, 
and the manners of the Savages are perfectly agree- 
able to my Palate. The corruption of our Age is 
ſo great, that it ſeems the Europeans have made a 
Law, to tear one another in pieces by cruel Uſage 
and Reproaches, and therefore you muſt not think 
; it ſtrange, if I have a kindneſs for the poor Amer:- 
cans, Who have done me ſo many favours. I am 
to ſet out the next day after to Morrow, from this 
| | , place, 
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place, in order to embark at St. Nazere. The A- 
freurs Angui, two Nantes Merchants, have taken 
upon them to maintain the Garriſon of Placentia, 
upon condition of certain Grants made by the Court, 
who furniſhes them with a Ship, wherein I am to 
have my Paſlage. Pray ſend me your News by 
ſome Ships of S. John de Luz, which are to fail 
from this place within two Months, in order to 
truck with the Inhabitants of Placentia. 

1 cannot conclude this Letter, without giving you 
ſome account of a Diſpute IT had very lately at my 


Inn, with a Portugueze Phyſician, who had made 


many Voyages to Angola, Brezil, and Goa. He 
maintain'd, that the People of the Continent of A- 
merica, Aſia, and Africa, were deſcended from three 
different Fathers, which he thus attempted to prove. 
The Americans differ from the 4/iatics, for they have 
neither Hair nor Beard ; the features of their Face, 
their colour and their cuſtoms are different ; beſides 
that, they know neither eum nor tuum, but have all 
things in common, without making any property of 
Goods, which is quite contrary to the 4/iatic way 
of living. He added, that America Was ſo far diſtant 


from the other parts of the World, that no body can 


imagine, how a Voyage ſhould be made into this 
New Continent, before the uſe of the Compaſs was 
found out; That the Africans being black and flat 
Nos d, had ſuch monſtrous thick Lips, ſuch a flat 
Face, ſuch ſoft woolly Hair on their Head, and were 
in their Conſtitution, Manners, and Temper, ſo 
different from the Americans, that he thought it im- 
poſſible, that theſe two ſorts of People ſhould de- 
rive their Original from Adam, whom this Phyſici- 
an would have to reſemble a Turk or a Perſian in his 
Air and Figure. ITanſwer'd him preſently, that ſup- 
poſing the Scripture did not give convincing evi- 
dence, that all Men in general are deſcended from 
one firſt Father, yet his reaſoning would not beſuf- 
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ficient to prove the contrary, ſince the difference 
that is found between the People of America and 
Africa, proceeds from no other cauſe but the diffe. 
Tent qualities of the Air and Climat in thefe two 
Continents : That this appears plainly to be true, 
becauſe a Negro Man and Woman, or a Savage Man 


and Woman, being tranſplanted into Europe, will 


produce ſuch Children there, who in four or five 
Generations, will infallibly be as white, as the moſt 
ancient Europeans. The Phyſician deny'd this mat- 
ter of Fact, and maintain'd, that the Children deſ- 
cended from this Negro Man or Woman, would be 
born there as black as they are in Guinea; but that 
afterwards the Rays of the Sun being more oblique 
and leſs ſcorching than in Africa, theſe Infants 
would not have that black ſhining Luſtre, which is 
ſo eaſily diſtinguiſhed upon the Skin of ſuch Negroes 
as are brought up in their own Country. To con- 
firm his Hypotheſis, he aſſur'd me, that he had ſeen 
many Negroes at Lisbon, as black as in Africa, tho' 
their Great Grandfather's Grandfather had been tranſ- 


- Planted into Portugal many years agce. He added 


alſo, that thoſe who were deſcended from the Portu- 
£ueze, that dwelt at Angola, Cape Vert, &c. about a 
hundred years agoe, are fo little tawn'd, that tis 
impoſſible to diſtinguiſh them from the Natives of 
Portugal: e further confirm'd his way of reaſon- 
ing, from an unconteſtable matter of fact, for, ſays 
he, if the Rays of the Sun were the cauſe of the 
blackneſs of the Negroes, from hence it would fol- 
low, that the Brazilians being ſituate in the ſame 
degree from the Equator with the Africans, ſhould 
be as black as they are; but ſo they are not, for 
tis certain their Skin appears to be as clear as that of 
the Portugueſe. But this was not all, he maintain'd 
farther, that theſe who are deſcended from the firſt 
Savages of Brazil, that were tranſported into Portu- 
gal, above an Age agoe, have as littie Hair and 
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Beard as their Anceſtors, and on the contrary, thoſe 
who are deſcended from the firſt Portuguexe, who 
peopl'd the Colonies of Brazil, are as hairy, and 
have as great Beards, as if they had been born in 
Portugal. But after all, continued he, though all that 
I have ſaid is abſolutely true, yet there are ſome 
People, who raſhly maintain, that the Children of 


the Africans and Americans, will by degrees degene- 


rate in Europe. This may happen to thoſe whoſe 


Mothers receive the imbraces of Europeans, which is 


the reaſon why we ſee ſo many Mullatto's in the 
Iſles of America, in Spain, and in Portugal: Whereas 
if theſe Women had been as cloſely kept up in Eu- 


rope, as the Portugueze Women are in Africa and A- 


merica, the Children of the Braſilians would no more 

degenerate than thoſe of the Portugueze. Such Sir, 
was the reaſoning of this Doctor, who hits the 
matter pretty juſtly towards the end of his Dif- 
courſe ; but his Principle is moſt falſe, and moſt ab- 
ſurd, for no Man can doubt, unleſs he be void of 
Faith, good Senſe and Judgment, but that Adam was 
the only Father of all Mankind. Tis certain, that 
the Savages of Canada, and all the other People of 
America, have not naturally either Hair or Beard; 
that the features of their Face, and their colour ap- 
proaching to an Olive, ſhow a vaſt difference be- 
tween them and the Europeans. What is the cauſe 
of theſe things I know not, and yet I cannot be- 
lieve them to be the effect of their Air and Food. 


For at that rate, thoſe who are deſcended from the 


French, that firſt ſetled in Canada near a hundred 
years agoe, and for the moſt part run up and down 
in the Woods, and live like the Savages, ſhould have 
neither Beard nor Hair, but degenerate alſo by de- 
grees into Savages, which yet never happens. At- 
ter this Phyſician had alledg'd all theſe Reaſons, he 
digreſs d from this Subject, and having a mind to diſ- 
cover his extravagant Opinions, ask d me what I 

thought 
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thought of the Salvation of ſo many Americans, to 
whom in all probability theGoſpel wasnever preach'd. 
You may very well believe, that I made no ſcruple 
to condemn them by wholeſale to Eternal Fire, 
which he took very ill. © How can you, ſaid he, 
© condemn theſe poor People with ſo much aſſu- 
© rance : Tis probable that their firſt Father, having 
© never ſinn'd as our Adam did, had a good Soul, 
© and an upright Heart, ſince his Poſterity do ex- 
© atly obſerve the Law of natural Equity, which is 
© expreſs'd in Latine in theſe well known words, 
© Alteri ne feceris quod tibi fieri non vis; and allow no 
property of Goods, nor any Diſtinction or Sub- 
* ordination among them, bur live as Brethren, with- 
© out Diſputes, without Suits, without Laws, and 
* without Malice. But ſuppoſing, added he, that 
< they were originally deſcended from Adam, we 
© ought not to believe, that they are damn'd for their 
* ignorance of the Chriſtian Doctrine, for who can 
© tell but God may impute to them the Merits of 
* Chriſt's Blood, by ways ſecret and incomprehen- 
© ſible to us; and beſides, ( ſuppoſing that Man has 
* a Free Will) his Divine Majeſty without doubt 
* will have a greater regard to his moral Actions, 
© than to his Worſhip and Belief. The want of 
Knowledge, continued he, is an Unhappineſs, but 
not a Crime, and who can tell but God has a mind 
* to be honour'd by infinite ways of paying him 
Homage and Reſpect, as by Sacrifices, Dances, 
Songs, and the other Ceremonies of the Americans? 
He had ſcarce made an end of his Diſcourſe, when 
I Zell foul upon him with all my might, as to the 
preceding Points ; but after I had given him to un- 
derſtand, that if among the multi vocati, i. e. thoſe 
who profeſs the true Religion, who are but a hand- 
ful of Men, there are found but Pauci electi, all the 
Americans muſt be in a very deplorable condition: 
He anſwer'd me impudently, that I was very raſh 
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to determine who ſhould be in the number of the 
Reprobate at the laſt Judgment, and to condemn 
chem without giving any Quarter; for, ſays he, 
this is to inſult the Wiſdom of God, and to make 
him deal as capriciouſly by his Creatures, as St. 
Paul's Potter did by his two Veſſels. Nevertheleſs, 
when he ſaw that I treated him like an impious, 
unbelieving Wretch, he 'to be even with me, re- 
ply'd in theſe fooliſh words, Fidem ego hic que adhibe- 
tur Myſteriis ſacris interpello, ſed fidem illam que bone 
mentis ſoror eſt, quæq; rectam rationem amat. From 
hence you may judge, Sir, whether this fine Phyſi- 


cian was able to remove Mountains. I am, 


SIR, 


Durs, &c. 


— 


LETTER XXV. 
Dated at Viana in Portugal Fanuary 31. 1694. 


| j 


The Author's departare from France for Placen- 


tia. 4 Fleet of 30 Engliſh Ships came to ſeize 
upon that place; but is diſappointed, and ſheers 
off. The Reaſons why the Engliſh have bad 
ſucceſs in all their Enterpriſes beyond Sea. The 
Author's Adventure with the Governour of Pla- 
centia. His departure for Portugal. An Eu- 
gagement with a Fluſhing Privateer. 


1 | | 
Do not atall doubt but you will be ſenſibly affect- 
ed with my fad and fatal Miſadventure, which 


Iam now to give you an account of, And firſt 
| O you 
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you muſt know, that after we had waited for a 
fair Wind fifteen or twenty days at St. Nazere, we 
ſer ſail on the 12th of May laſt, Our Paſſage was 
neither long nor ſhort, for we arriv'd at the Har- 
bour of Placentia the 20th of June, having taken an 
Engliſh Ship laden with Tobacco, on the edges of 
the Bank of Newfound Land. After I landed, I 
went to ſalute Mr. Broaillon, Governor of Placentia, 
and declar'd to him how glad I was to obey the 
Orders of fo wife a Commander. He anſwerd, 
that he was much ſurpriz'd to find, that I had ſol- 
licited to be employ'd there, without acquainting 
him wich ic the preceding year; and that he now 
plainly perceiv'd, that the Project about the Lakes 
of Canada, { which I had mention'd to him ) wasa 
mere ſham pretence. I endeavour'd in vain to per- 
ſwade him to the contrary ; for it was not poſſible 
for me to undeceive him. Nevertheleſs, I landed 
my Goods, and hir'd a private Houſe, till ſuch time 
as I could build one for my ſelf, which I carried 
on with ſo much diligence, that it was finiſh'd in 
September, by the aſſiſtance of the Ship-Carpenters, 
who were lent me gratis, by all the Biſcay Captains. 
The Sieur Beray of St. John de Luz, arriv'd at Pla- 
centia on the 18th of Fuly, with one of his Ships, 
and brought me a Letter, wherein you acquaint 
me, that in regard your Nephew deſires to viſit 
Canada the next year,you would be very glad to have 
a Dictionary of the Language of the Savages, to- 
gether wich the Memoirs which I promis'd you. 

On the 16th of September we perceiv'd an Engliſh 
Fleet of twenty four Sail, which caſt Anchor in 
the Road much about the time that it was diſco- 
verd. It was commanded by Sir Francis IWheeler, 
who had gone to Martinico with a deſign to ſeize 
that Iſle, and in his return from thence had ſail'd 
to New-England, to take in ſome Forces and Am- 
munition there, in order to make himſelf Maſter 


of 
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of Placentia ; but when he diſcoverd a Redoubt of 
Stone lately built upon the top of the Mountain, 
which I mention'd to you in my laſt Letter but one, 
he thought it more adviſable to return quietly into 
Europe, than to make a fruitleſs Attempt. We had 
planted four Canon upon this high Redoubt, which 
ſo gaul'd the Ships of his Fleet, that they were forc'd 


to weigh Anchor, and hoiſt Sail ſooner than they 


intended. The fault of the Exgliſb upon this occa- 
ſion, was, that they did not enter the Harbour the 
ſame day that they appear'd before the place. I 
have obſerv'd it many times, that Attempts do com- 
monly miſcarry, by delaying them for a little while; 
and of this I could give you at leaſt fifteen or ſix- 


teen Inſtances within. the compaſs of my own 


Knowledge. But now I return to the Quarrel the 
Governour had with me. | 
Fancying that I had ſollicited my Employments 
without taking notice of him, he treated me with 
all manner of Reproaches and Outrages, from che 
time of my Landing, to that of my Departure, and 
was not fatisfy'd with appropriating to himſelf the 
Profits and Advantages of the free Company that 


was given me, but likewiſe ſtop'd without any ſcru- 


ple, the pay of the Soldiers that were employ'd in 
the Cod-fiſhing by the Inhabitants, and made the 


teſt work without Wages. I ſhall take no notice of his 


publick Extortion ; for tho' he has formally counter- 
acted the ten Articles contain'd in the Orders of Les 
the 1cth, yet he had ſo many Friends in all the 
Courts, that he could not be found guilty : 'There's 
fome pleaſure in making Preſents in his way, for 
by them he has made 50000 Crowns per fas & ne- 
fas, in the ſpace of three or four years. I ſhould 
never have done, if I offer'd to give you a particu- 
lar account of all the trouble and vexation he gave 
me. I ſhall only mention three Inſtances which 
erown'd all the reft. . : 
© 2 On 
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On the 20th of November, i. e. a Month after our 
Fiſhermen ſet ſail, while I was entertaining at Sup. 
per ſome of the Inhabitants, he came Mask'd into 
my Houſe, with his Servants, and broke the glaſs 
Windows, Bottles, and Drinking-Glaſſes, and threw 
down the Tables, Chairs, Cheſts of Drawers, and 
every thing that came to hand. Before I had time 
to get into my Chamber, and take my Piſtols, this 
inſolent Mob diſappear'd very ſeaſonably; for 1 

would have loaded my Piſtols and purſu'd them, if 
my Gueſts had not hindred me. Next Morning his 
Servants fell upon mine, who expected nothing leſs 
than to be threſh'd to death with Clubs. This ſe- 
cond inſult having provok'd my Patience to the 
laſt degree, I was meditating ſome Revenge upon 
theſe Aſſaſſins, when the Recollets came and remon- 
ſtrated to me, that I muſt diſſemble my Reſentment, 
to prevent any Innovation in the King's Affairs. 
Then I reſolv d to ſhut my ſelf up, and apply my 
ſelf to Study, to divert the vexatious Thoughts, of 
not being able to pull off my Mask. The third 
trick which he play'd me, at the end of three days, 
was this; he ſent to arreſt two Soldiers, whom I had 
imploy'd to cut down ſome Graſs in the Meadow, 
about half a League from the Garriſon: They were 
ſeiz d while they were Mowing, bound and carried 
away Priſoners, under the pretence of being De- 
ſerters, becauſe they had lain two Nights out of the 
Garriſon, without his leave; and, which would have 
prov'd yet more fatal to theſe innocent Men, he had 
certainly caus d em to be knock d on the Head, on 
purpoſe to vex me, if the Recollets, and his own Miſ- 
se, had not earneſtly interceded on their behalf. 

Alter this Accident, the Recollets adviſed me to go 
and ſee him, and to entreat him to put an end to all his 
Perſecutions, aſſuring him at the ſame time, that I was 

entirely his Servant and Friend. Durus eſt hic ſermo. 
Whatever reluctancy I had to yield to an advice fo 
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hs contrary to nature, which, I muſt confeſs, ſtrug- 
0 gled furiouſly within me, yet I offer d fo much vi- 
5 olence to my ſelf, that I ſubmitted to it. I was at 
7 his Houſe, went into his Chamber, and being with 
d him all alone, I ſpoke to him for a quarter of an 
q hour in the moſt ſubmiſſive Terms, that any Slave 
is could uſe. Tam aſham'd to make this Confeſſion 
1 to you, for I bluſh to my ſelf every time I think of 
if ſo mean a ſubmiſſion. However, inſtead of his 
lis liſtening to my Reaſons, and treating friendly with 


me, he fell into a moſt furious Patlion, and loaded 
me with a torrent of moſt bitter Reproaches. In 
this caſe, Sir, I preferr'd the Service of the King, 
before the Punctilios of Honour, for I did nothing 
but retir d to my own Houſe, being well ſatisfy'd that 
| I was not aſſaſſinated by his Domeſticks : But the 
diſorder which this Affair produc'd, would require 
a long Diſcourfe. It will be more to the purpoſe, 
to come to matter of Fact; I do aſſure you, that 
he would have laid me up, if the Inhabitants had 
appear'd to be in his Intereſt. He pretended that 
he had been inſulted, and conſequently that he was 
in the right in revenging himſelf, whatever it coſt 
him. But the tragical end of a Governour, whoſe 
Throat was cut in this Country about thirty or for- 
ty years agoe, furniſh'd him with abundant matter 
of Reflexion. He judg'd it therefore his ſafeſt way 
to diſſemble his Anger, being perſwaded, that if I 
2 ſhould have run him through with my Sword, the 
Soldiers and Inhabitants would have favour'd my 
eſcape to the Engliſh, in the neighbourhood of Pla- 
centia. In the mean time the Recollets, who had a 
mind to compoſe theſe growing Differences, found 
no great trouble in reconciling us, for they Remon- 
ſtrated to him, of what conſequence it would be 
for us to live in a good Correſpondence, and to avoid 
the troubles that would enſue upon our quarrels. 
This propoſal of an Accommodation, was in ap- 
; „„ pearance 
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pearance moſt agreeable to him, and ſo much the 
rather, becauſe he was glad to diſſemble his Reſent- 
ments by the external ſigns of Friendſhip. So we 
ſaw and embrac'd one another with mutual Pro- 
teſtations of forgetting all that had paſs'd be- 

tween us. | 
After this Reconciliation, I had reaſon to believe, 
that his Heart would not give the lye to his Mouth, 
becauſe I thought he was not ſo imprudent as to in- 
form the Court of, ſome Trifles, wherein he would 
appear to have proſtituted his Honour; but I was 
fdeceiv'd, for he took the pains to add afterwards to 
the Verbal Proceſs he had given in before our Ac- 
commodation, ſome falſhoods which he ought to 
have conceal'd. *Tis needleſs to acquaint you, how 
by chance his Papers fell into my Hands; that In- 
diſcretion might prove a diſadvantage to ſome Per- 
ſons, whom Heaven bleſs. I ſhall only tell you, 
that after the Recollets had ſeen and read the Alle- 
gations contain d in his Papers, they made no ſcru- 
ple to adviſe me to take care of my ſelf, and inge- 
nuouſly declar'd to me, that they never intended to 
meddle any more in that Affair, becauſe they per- 
ceiv'd that they had innocently contributed to do 
me a prejudice, by reſtoring peace between him and 
me. This wholſom advice made me perceive the 
danger to which I ſhould be expos'd, if I continued 
any longer at Placentia, inſomuch, that the fear I 
had of being ſent to the Baſile, after the arrival of 
the Ships from France, made me reſolve to abandon 
all hopes of making my fortune here, and to throw 
up my Places. After the Inhabitants were acquaint- 
ed with this News, all of 'em except three or four, 
came running to my Houſe, to aſſure me they 
were ready to ſign my Verbal Proceſs, in caſe [I 
would change my Reſolution : But inſtead of ac- 
cepring their offer, I gave them to underſtand, ha- 
ving thank d them firſt for their Good-will, mt 
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they would bring Miſchief upon themſelves, and 
be look d upon at Court as Seditious Perſons , 
and Diſturbers of the publick Peace; ſince by 
a deteſtable principle of Politicks, an inferior 
Perſon is always judg'd to be in the wrong, 
whatever reaſon he may have on his ſide. Indeed 1 
would gladly have avoided this fatal neceſſity of 
throwing up my Places, which ſeem'd inſenſibly to 


lead me to ſome great Fortune; but at laſt the con- 


finement in the Baſtile, made ſuch a deep impreſſion 
upon my Mind, after I had ſeriouſly reflected upon 
the troubleſom Circumſtances of my Affairs, that 
I made no ſcruple to embark in a little Veſſel, 


which was the only one, and the laſt that was to 


go to France. The Propoſal I made to the Captain 
of preſenting him with a ro Crowns, was ſo 
well receiv'd, that he engag'd to land me upon the 
Coaſt of Portugal for that Sum, upon condition that 
I ſhould keep the Secret. The beſt of the matter 
was, that my Enemy had uſed the precaution of 
writing to the Governors of Belle Iſle, of the Iſle of 
Re, and of Rochelle, to ſeize me as ſoon as I ſhould 
land. Hereckon'd, and not without reaſon indeed, 


that this Veſſel would put into one of theſe three 


Ports: But three hundred Piſtoles, dexterouſly con- 
vey'd to the hands of ſome People that are not much 
accuſtam'd to finger Gold, have a wonderful effect; 


for that very Sum, which indeed I was loth to part 


with, ſav'd me my Liberty, and perhaps my Life. 
Purſuant to this Reſolution, I imbarqu'd the 14th 
of the laſt Month, notwithſtanding the riſque that 
one runs by failing in the Winter time, through 
ſuch a Sea as lies between Nefound-Land and Fance. 
*Tis needleſs to inform you, that J left at Placentia a 
oreat deal of Houſhold Furniture, which I could 
neither ſell nor carry off. Twill be more edify- 
ing for you to hear the Journal of our Voyage. We 


incounter'd three terrible Storms in our Paſlage , 
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without any damage; and in the laſt of theſe, which 
| lafted three days, the Wind at North-Weſt, we 
run a hundred and fifty Leagues without any Sail, 
This laſt Storm was ſo violent, that the Seamen im- 
brac'd, and bid an eternal adieu to one another ; 
for every Minute they expected to be ſunk without 
relief. As this Storm alarm'd us, ſo the contrary 
Winds from the Eaſt and North-Eaſt, that ſprung 
upon us a hundred Leagues to the Weſtward of Cape 
Finiſfterre, occaſion'd an equal dread ; for we were 
Oblig'd to traverſe the Sea for three or four and twen- 
ty days, after which we deſcry'd the Cape by ver- 
tue of our frequent tackings, and by a ſtrange ac- 
cident, were attack'd by a Fluſhing Privateer, which 
could not board us, becauſe the Sea roll'd ſo high, 
bur contented her ſelf with firing upon us, and that 
with ſo little effect, that we did not loſe one Man. 
Our Maſts and Rigging indeed was ſo dammag'd, 
that after we were parted from the Privateer, by 
the help of the Night and a great Fog, we could 
ſcarce make uſe of our Sails. However, we refit- 
ted with all poſſible diligence, and the Captain of 
the Ship having then a fair pretence to luft out of 
the dire& courſe ſtood to the South-Eaſt in the 
Night-time. This -feign'd courſe did not ſecure 
us from the Privateer, which might happen to 
ſteer the ſame courſe ; ſo that in the Night-time 
we put our ſelves in a readineſs to renew the 
fight in the Day-time. In effec, he did not pur- 

ſue us, as we apprehended : But about Noon we 
eſcap'd yet more narrowly, for we were purfu'd by 
a Sallyman in ſight of the Coaſt for four hours, and 
were within a hairs breadth of being taken, before 
we got under the Canon of the Fort of this City. 
Had we been catch'd, the Governour of Placentia 
would have had ſome ground for the joyful Excla- 
mation, Incidit in Scillam, & c. But thank God we were 
8 . Be 
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As ſoon as we came to an Anchor, I paid down 
my rooo Crowns to the Captain, who has reaſon 
to look upon this Action, as one of the beſt he 
ever did in his Life-time. The Long-boat was 
no ſooner in the Water, than I went aſhoar 
with all my Baggage; and as ſoon as I came into 
this City, I procur'd Ammunition and Proviſions 
for the Ship with that Expedition, that the Cap- 
tain weigh'd Anchor the very next day, and ſo con- 


2 


tinu'd his courſe to France. 

As for the Memoirs of the Country of Canada, 
which you have ſo oftendeſir'd, J have addreſs dem 
to the Rochel Merchant, who convey'd your Letters 
to me all the while I was in Canada, To theſe I 
have tack d a ſmall Catalogue of the moſt neceſſary 


words of the Algonkin Language; which, as I have 


often told you, is the fineſt and che moſt univerſal 
Language in that Continent. If your Nephew conti- 
nues his deſign of undertaking a Voyage to that Coun- 
try, I would adviſe him to learn theſe words in the 


time of his Paſſage, that ſo he may be able to ſtay 


five or fix Months with the Algonkins, and under- 
ſtand what they ſay. TI have likewiſe ſent you an 


explication of the Sea-Terms, made uſe of in my 


Letters. The making of this little Table, was a di- 
verſion to me in my Voyage; for in peruſing my 
Letters, I drew out ſome remarks which I deſign to 
impart to you, if I find that the inſuing Memoirs 
give you ſatisfaction. 

You will readily gueſs, that from the year 1683, 
to this very day, I have renounc'd all manner of 
ties to my Country. The curious Adventures that 
I have related to you in Writing ſince that time, 
will undoubtedly afford an agreeable diverſion to 


your Friends ; provided they are not of the number 


of thoſe unſufferable Devotees, who would rather 


be crucifi'd, than ſee an Eccleſiaſtick expos'd. Pray 


be ſo kind as to write to me to Lisbon, and inform 


me 
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me of what you hear, in reference to my concern. 
You have ſuch good Correſpondents at Paris, that 
you cannot miſs of knowing how things go. I 
doubt not but my Adverſary feeds himſelf with the 
hopes, that his uſual Preſents would procure the ap- 
prehending of me in France, where he thinks I would 
be the fool to land: But now to be ſure he'll fret 
his Heart out, for that he cannot gall me to his 
Wiſhes. However, *tis as much his intereſt to ſol- 
licit my Death, ( purſuant to his unjuſt Charge a- 
gainſt me) as tis my Glory to procure him a long 
Life. Upon this foot, Sir, the longer he lives, the 
more revenge [I ſhall have; and conſequently I ſhall 
hays an opportunity of an eaſie ſolace for the loſs 
of my Places, and the Diſgrace I have met with 
from the King. I am, 


& 
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MEMOIRS 


North-America; 


Containing a Geographical Deſcription of that 
vaſt Continent ; the Cuſtoms and Commerce, of 
the Inhabitants, &c. 


SIR, 


IN my former Letters, T preſented you with a 
| view of the Engliſh and French Colonies, the 
Commerce of Canada,the Navigation upon theRi- 
vers and Lakes of that Country, the courſe of failing 
from Europe to North-America, the ſeveral Attempts 
made by the Engliſh to maſter the French Colonies, 
the Incurſions of the French upon New-Eng1and, and 
upon the Iroqueſe Country: In a word, Sir, I have 
reveal'd a great many things, that for reaſons of 
State or Politicks, have been hitherto conceal'd ; in- 
ſomuch, that if you were capable of making me 
a Sacrifice to your Reſentment, tis now in your 
power to ruine me at Court, by producing my 
Letters. 

All that I writ in the foregoing Letters, and the 
whole ſubſtance of the Memoirs L now ſend you, 
is truth as plain as the Sun-ſhine. I flatter no Man, 
and I ſpare no body. I ſcorn to be partial; I beſtow 
due praile upon thoſe who are in no capacity to ſerve 
me, 
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me, and I cenſure the Conduct of others, that are 
capable of doing me an injury by indirect Methods. 
I am not influenc'd by that principle of Intereſt 
and Party-making, that is the rule of ſome folks 
words. I facrifice all to the love of Truth, and 
write wich no other view, than to give you a juſt 
Repreſentation of things as they are. *Tis beneath 


me to mince or alter the matter of fact, contain'd 


either in the Letters I ſent you ſome ten or twelve 


years agoe, or in theſe Memoirs. In the courſe of 


my Voyages and Travels, I took care to keep parti- 
cular Journals of every thing ; but a minute relati- 
on of all Particulars, would be irkſom to you, be- 
ſides, that the trouble of taking a copy of the Jour- 
nals, before I have an opportunity of ſhewing you 
the Original, would require more time than I can 
well ſpare. In theſe Memoirs you'll find as much 
as will ſerve to form a perfect Idea of the vaſt Con- 
tinent of North-America. In the courſe of our Cor- 
reſpondence from the year 1683, to this time, I ſent 
vou five and twenty Letters, of all which I have 


kept a double very carefully. My only view in wri- 


ting of theſe Letters, was to inform you of the moſt 
eſſential things; for I was unwilling to perplex and 
confound your Thoughts, with an infinity of un- 


common things, that have happen'd in that Coun- 


try. If you'll conſult my Maps, as you read the 
abovemention'd Letters, you'll find a juſt Repreſen- 
tation of all the places I have ſpoke of. Theſe Maps 


are very particular, and I dare aſſure you, they are 


the correcteſt yet extant. My Voyage upon the Long 
River, gave me an opportunity of making that lit- 
tle Map, which I ſent you from Mziſilimakinac in 
1699, with my ſixteenth Letter. Tis true, it gives 
only a bare Deſcription of that River, and the Ri- 
yer of the Miſcuris : But it requir'd more time than 
I could ſpare, to make ic more compleat, by a 
knowledge of the adjacent Countries, which have 

Io hitherto 
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hitherto been unknown to all the World, as well as 
that great River, and which I would never have vi- 
ſited, if I had not been fully inſtructed in every thing 
that related to it, and convoy'd by a good Guard. I 
have plac'd the Map of Canada at the front of theſe 
Memoirs, and deſire that favour of you, that you 
would not ſhew it to any body under my Name. 
To the latter part I have ſubjoyn'd an Explication 
of the Marine, and other difficult Terms, made uſe 
of in my Letters, as well as in theſe Memoirs; which 
you'll pleaſe to conſult, when you meet with a 
word that you do not underſtand. 


A ſhort Deſcription of Canada. 
You'll think, Sir, that T advance a Paradox, when 


T acquaint you that New-France, commonly call'd 
Canada, comprehends a greater extent of Ground, 


than the half of Europe: But pray mind what proof 


I have for that Aſſertion. You know that Europe 
extends South and North, from the 35 to the 72 
degree of Latitude, or if you will, from Cadiz to 
the North Cape on the confines of Lapland; and 
that it's Longitude reaches from the 9th to the 94:5 
Degree, that is, from the River O05, to the Weſt 
Cape in Mandia. But at the fame time, if we take 
the greateſt breadth of Europe, from Eaſt to Weſt, 
from che imaginary Canal, (for Inſtance ) between 
the Tanais and the Volga, to Dinglebay in Ireland, it 
makes but 66 Degrees of Longicude, which con- 
tain more Leagues than the Degrees allotted to it 
towards the Polar Circle, though theſe are more nu- 
merous, by reaſon that the degrees of Longitude are 
unequal : And ſince we are wont to meaſure Pro- 
vinces, Iſlands, and Kingdoms by the ſpace of 
Ground, I am of the Opinion, that we ought to 
make uſe of the ſame Standard, with reſpect to the 
four parts of the World. The Geographers who * 
ce 
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cel out the Earth in their Cloſets, according to their 
fancy; theſe Gentlemen, I ſay, might have been 
aware of this advance, if they had been more care- 
ful. But, to come to Canada; 

All the World knows, that Canada reaches from 
the 39th to the 65th Deg. of Latitude, that is, from 
the South ſide of the Lake Errie, to the North fide of 
Hudſon's Bay; and from the 284th, to the 336 De- 
gree of Longitude, viz. from the River Miſſiſipi, to 
Cape Raſe in the Iſland of New - Fundland. I af- 
firm therefore, that Europe has but 1x Degrees of 
Latitude, and 33 of Longitude, more than Canada, 
in which I comprehend the Iſland of New-Found- 
land, Acadia, and all the other Countries that lye to 
the Northward of the River of St. Laurence, which 
is the pretended great boundary that fevers the 
French Colonies from the Engliſh. Were I to reckon 
in all the Countries that lye to the North-Weſt of 
Canada, I ſhould find it larger than Europe: But I 
confine my ſelf to what is diſcover'd, known and 
ownd; I mean, to the Countries in which the 
French trade with the Natives for Beavers, and in 
which they have Forts, Magazines, Miflionaries, and 
{mall Settlements. | 

Tis above a Century and a half ſince Canada was 
diſcover'd. Foby Veraſan was the firſt Diſcoverer, 
though he got nothing by it, for the Savages eat him 
up. James Cartier was the next that went thither, 
but after ſailing with his Ship above Quebec, he re- 
turn'd to France with a ſorry opinion of the Coun- 
try. At laſt better Sailors were imploy'd in the Diſ- 
covery, and trac'd the River of St. Laurence more 
narrowly: And about the beginning of the laſt Cen- 
tury, a Colony was ſent thither from Rouan, which 
ſetled there after a great deal of oppoſition from the 
Natives. At this day the Colony is ſo populous, 
that 'tis computed to contain 180000 Souls. I have 
already given you ſome account of that Country in 

my 
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my Letters, and therefore ſhall now only point to the 


moſt noted places, and take notice of what may grati- 
ſie your curioſity beyond what you have yet heard. 
We are at a loſs to find the Head of the River of 
St. Laurence, for tho we have trac'd it ſeven or eight 
hundred Leagues up, yet we could never reach its 
ſource; the remoteſt place that the Coureurs de Bois 
go to, being the Lake Lenemipigon, which diſimbogues 
into the Upper Lake, as the Upper Lake do's into the 
Lake of Hurons, the Lake of Hurons into that of Errie 
alias Conti, and that of Errie, into the Lake of Fron- 
tenac, Which forms this laſt great River, that runs for 
twenty Leagues with a pretty gentle Stream, and 
{weeps thro' thirty more with a very rapid Current,till 
it reaches the City of Monreal; from whence it con- 
tinues its courſe with ſome moderation to the City 
of Quebec; and after that ſpreads out, and inlar- 
ges it felf by degrees to its Mouth, which lies a hun- 
dred Leagues further. If we may credit the North- 
Country Savages, this River takes its riſe from the 
great Lake of the Aſſmipouals, which they giveout to 
be larger than any of the Lakes I mention'd but now, 


being ſituated at the diſtance of fifty or ſixty Leagues 


from the Lake of Lenemipigon. The River of St. 
Laurence is 20 or 22 Leagues broad at its Mouth, in 
the middle of which there's an Iſland call'd Anti- 
coſti, which is twenty Leagues long. This Iſland be- 
longs to the Sieur Joliet a Canadan, who has built a 
little fortify'd Magazine upon it, to guard his Goods 
and his Family from the Incurſions of the Eski- 
maux, of whom more anon. He deals with the o- 
ther Savage Nations, namely, the Montagnoits, and 
the Papipanachois in Arms and Ammunition, by way 
of exchange for the Skins of Sea-Wolves or Sea- 
Calves, and ſome other Furs. | 

Over againſt this Iſland, to the Southward of it, 
we find the Ifle call'd L Ie Percee, which is a great 
Rock with a paſlage bor'd through it, in _ 
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the Sloops can only paſs, In time of Peace the 
Biſcayans of France, and the Normans, us'd to fiſh for 
Cod at this place: For here that Fiſh are very plen- 
tiful, and at che ſame time larger, and more proper 
for drying than thoſe of New-Foundland. But there 
ate two great Inconveniencies that attend the fiſh- 
ing upon this Iſland; one is, that the Ships ride in 
great danger, unleſs they have good Anchors and 
ſtrong Cables; another Inconvenience is, that this 
place affords neither Gravel nor Flint-ſtones to 


ſtretch out the Fiſh upon before the Sun, and that 


the Fiſhermen are forc'd to make uſe of a ſort of 
Hurdles. 

There are other Fiſhing-places beſides this, which 
lie ſome Leagues higher up upon the ſame ſide of 


the River. Such is that call'd Gaſpe, where the Ships 


Crew ſometimes trade in Skins with the Gaſpeſians, 
to the prejudice of the Proprietors of this River. 
The other places for Cod-fiſh lie toward Monts notre 
dame, in the little Bays or Rivers that empty them- 
ſelves into the River of St. Laurence. 

On the other ſide of the River,there lies the wideex- 
tended Country of Labrador, or of the Ezkimaux, who 
are ſuch a wild barbarous People, that no means what- 
ſoever, have hitherto been able to civiliſe em. One 
would think that good old Homer had this People in 
his view, when he ſpeaks of the Cyclopes; for the 
Character of the one, ſuits the other admirably well, 
as it appears from theſe four Verſes, in the ninth 
Book of his Odyſſea, which are ſo pretty, that I can- 
not forbear inſerting them in this place. 
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That is; this People do not perplex themſelves 
with voluminous Laws, and vexatious Suits; they 
delight only in the tops of Mountains, and deep 
Caves, and every one confines his care to the ma- 
nagement of his own Family, without troubling 
his Head about his Neighbour. The Danes were the 


firſt diſcoverers of this Country, which is full of 


Ports, Havens, and Bays, that the Quebec Barques 
reſort to in the Summer, in order co truck with the 
Savages for the Skins of Sea-Calves. The Com- 
merce I ſpeak of, is carried on after this manner. 
As ſoon as the Quebec Barques come to an Anchor, 
theſe Devils come on board of them in their little 
Canows made of the Skins of Sea-Calves, in the 
form of a Weavers Shuttle, with a hole in the 
middle of it, reſembling that of a Purſe, in which 
they ſtow themſelves with Ropes, ſitting ſuqat upon 
their Brech. Being fer in this faſhion they row 
with little Slices, ſometimes to the Right, and ſome- 
times to the Left, without bending their Body for 
fear of Over-ſetting. As ſoon as they are near the 
Barque, they hold up their Skins upon the end of the 
Oar, and at the ſame time make a demand of fo 
many Knives, Powder, Ball, Fuſees, Axes, Kettles, 
c. In fine, every one ſhews what he has, and men- 
tions what he expects in exchange: And fo when 


the Bargain is concluded, they deliver and receive 


their Goods upon the end of a Stick. As theſe pi- 
tiful Fellows uſe the precaution of for going on 
board of our Boats, fo we take care not to ſuffer 
too great a number of Canows toſurround us; for 
they have carry'd off oftner than once, ſome of 
our ſmall Veſlels, at a time when the Seamen were 
buſied in bauling in the Skins, and delivering out the 
other Goods. Here, we are oblig'd to be very vi- 
gilant in the Night-time, for they know how to 
make great Sloops, that will hold thirty or forty 
Men, and run as faſt as the Wind: And tis for this 

P reaſon 


OE TW P ew WPI, WOE, "ELIE" 
9 R OE 


ee nd 


N. — 9 — yy 


—— 


— — — 
©. * 


. 


— 
x 
— 


210 Some New Voyages 


reaſon that the Malouins, who fiſh for Cod at Peti: 
Nerd, and the Spaniards who follow the ſame Fiſhery 
at Portocboua, are oblig'd to fit out long Barques to 
ſcour the Coaſt and purſue em; for almoſt every 
year they ſurpriſe ſome of the Crew on ſhoar, and 
cut their Throats, and ſometimes they carry off 
the Veſſel. We are aſſur'd, that their number of 
Warriours, or Men that bear Arms, amounts to 
thirty thouſand; but they are ſuch cowardly fel- 
lows, that five hundred Cliſtinos from Hudſons Bay, 
uſed to defeat five or ſix thouſand of them. They 
are poſſeſsd of a very large Country, extending 
from over againſt the iſles of Mingan to Hudſons 
Streight. They croſs over to the Iſland of Newfownd- 
Land every day, at the Streightof Belle Ifle, which 
is not above ſeven Leagues over ; but they never 
came fo far as Placentia, for fear of meeting with 
other Savapes there. 

Hudſon's Bay adjoyns to this Terra of Labrador, 
and extends from the 52d Degree and thirty Mi- 
nutes to the 63 of Latitude. The Original of its 
name was this. Captain Henry Hudſon, an Engliſh 
Man by Birth, obtain'd a Ship from the Datch, in 
order to trace a paſſage to China through an imagi- 
nary Streight to the Northward of North-America. 
He had firſt form'd a deſign of going by the way 
of Nova Zembla; but upon ſeeing the Memoirs of 
a Daniſh Pilot, who was a friend of his, he drop'd 
that thought, This Pilot, namely , Frederick An- 


{child, had ſet out from Norway or Yſlandia, fome | 


years before, with a deſign to find out a Paſlage to 
Japan by Davy's Streight, which is the Chimerical 
Streight I ſpoke of. The firſt Land he deſcry'd was 
Savage Bay, ſeated on the North fide of the Terra 
of Labrador; then ſweeping along the Coaſt, he en- 
ter d a Streight, which about twenty or thirty years 
afterwards, was chriſten'd Hudſon's Streight. After 
that, ſteering to the Weſtward, he came upon ſome 
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Coaſts that run North and South; upon which he 
ſtood to the North, flattering himſelf with the hopes 
of finding an open paſſage to croſs the Sea of Feſſo; 
but after failing to the Latitude of the Polar Cir- 
cle, and running the riſque of periſhing in the Ice, 
I do not know how often, without meeting with a- 
ny paſſage or open Sea, he took up a reſolution of 
turning back; but the Seaſon was then ſofar advanc'd, 
and the Ice fo cover'd up the ſurface of the Water, 
that he was forc'd to put in to Hudſon's Bay, and win- 
ter there in a Harbour, where ſeveral Savages fur- 
niſh'd his Crew with Proviſions and excellent Skins. 
As ſoon as the Sea was open, he return'd to Den- 
mark. Now, Captain Hudſon being afterwards ac- 
quainted with this Dane, undertook upon his Jour- 
nals to attempt a paſſage to Japan through the 
Streight of Davs ; but the Enterpriſe fail'd, as well 
as that of one Button, and ſome others. However, 
Hudſon put in to the Bay that now goes by his name, 
where he receiv'd a great quantity of Skins from 
the Savages ; after that, he diſcover'd New Holland, 
which is now call'd New-Yerk, and ſome other 


Countries retaining to Ne- England: upon the whole, 


tis not fair to call this Streight and this Bay, by 
the name of Hudſon; in regard that the abovemen- 
tion'd Dane, Frederick Anſchild, was the firſt diſcoverer 
of them ; he being the firſt European that deſcry'd 
the Countries of North- America, and chalk'd out the 
way to the others. Upon this Hudſon's Journals, the 
Enpliſh made ſeveral attempts to ſettle a Commerce 
with the Americans. The great quantity of Beaver- 
Skins and other Furs that he purchas'd of the Savages 
while he Winter'd in the Bay, put the notion in- 
to the heads of fome Engliſh Merchants, who there- 
upon form'd a Company for the carrying on of this 
New Commerce. With this view, they fitted out 
ſome Ships under the command of Captain Nelſon, 
who loſt ſome of em in the Ice not far from the 
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Streight, having eſcap'd narrowly himſelf. Howe- 
ver, he enter'd the Bay, and plac'd himſelf at the 
Mouth of a great River, which riſes towards the 
Lake of the Aſimpouals, and falls into the Bay at a 
place where he built a Redoubt, and mounted ſome 
Cannon upon it. In the ſpace of three or four years 
after, the Engliſh made ſome other little Forts near 
that River, which prov'd a conſiderable baulk to 
the Commerce of the French, who found that the 
Savages who us'd to deal with 'em in Furs on the 
- "ay ſide of the upper Lake, were not then to be 
een. | 

Ic came to paſs in proceſs of time, but how I 
cannot tell, that one Ratiſſon, and one Groxelier, 
met in that great Lake ſome Clitinos's, who pro- 
mis'd to conduct 'em to the bottom of the Bay, 
where the Engliſh had not yet penetrated. In ef- 
fect, the Cliſtinos were as good as their word; for 
they ſhew'd 'em the place they ſpoke of, beſides 
ſeveral other Rivers upon which there was a fair 
proſpect of making ſuch Settlements , as would 
carry on a great trade in Skins with ſeveral Savage 
Nations. Theſe two Frenchmen return'd to the Up- 
per Lake, the ſame way that they went, and from 
thence made the belt of their way to Quebec, where 
they offer'd to the chief Merchants of the place, 
to carry Ships to Hudſon's Bay; but their Project 
was rejected. In fine, having met with this re- 
pulſe, they went to Fance, in hopes of a more fa- 
vourable hearing at Court: But after the preſenting 
of Memorial upon Memorial, and ſpending a great 
deal of Money, they were treated as whimſical 
Fellows. Upon that occaſion the King of England's 
Ambaſſadour did not loſe the opportunity of per- 
{wading them to go to London, where they met with 
ſuch a favourabie Reception, that they got ſeveral 
Ships, which they carry'd to the Bay, not without 
difficulty, and built ſeveral Forts in diſferent places, 
that - 
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that did great ſervice in promoting the Commerce. 


Then the Court of France repented, though too 
late, that they did not give ear to their Memorials; 
and finding no other remedy, reſolv'd to diſlodge 
the Engliſh at any rate. In effect, they attack'd *em 
vigorouſly by Sea and Land, and diſpoſſeſs d em of 
all their Forts, excepting Fort Nelſon, where they 
could not expect ſuch an eaſie Conqueſt. Some 
years after, the Engliſh reſolv d to uſe their utmoſt 
efforts to retake theſe Poſts; and their reſolution 
was crown'd with Succeſs, for they diſlodg'd the 
French in their turn, and at this day the French are 
making preparations to repay em in their own 
Coin. 

That Country is fo cold for ſeven or eight Months 
of the year, that the Sea freezes ten Foot deep, 
the Trees and the very Stones ſplit, the Snow is ten or 
twelve Foot deep upon the Ground, for above fix 
Months of the year, and during that ſeaſon, no 
body can ſtir out of Doors, without running the 
riſque of having their Noſe, Ears and Feet mortifi- 
ed by the Cold. The paſſage from Europe to that 
Country is ſo difficult and dangerous, by reaſon of 
the Ice and the Currents, that one muſt be reduc'd to 
the laſt degree of miſery, or be blind to a fooliſh 
heighth, that undertakes ſuch a wretched Voyage. 

Tis now time to paſs from Hudſon's Bay, to the 
Superior or Upper Lake. Tis eaſier to make this 
Voyage upon Paper, than to go actually through 
it ; for you muſt ſail almoſt a hundred Leagues up 
the River of Machakandibi, which is fo rapid and 
full of Cataracts, that a light Canow work'd by 
ſix Watermen, ſhall not fail 'em under thirty or 
thirty five days. At the head of this River we meet 
with a little Lake of the ſame name, from whence 
we are oblig'd to a Land- carriage of ſeven Leagues, 
to get at the River of Michipikkoton, which we run 
down in ten or twelve days, though at the fame 
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time we have ſeveral Land-carriages upon it: For 


going down this River we paſs ſeveral Cataracts, 
where we are oblig'd either to carry our Canows 
by Land, or to drag 'em back again. Thus we 
arrive at the Upper Lake, which is reckon'd to be 
five hundred Leagues in Circumference, including 
the windings of the Creeks, and little Gulfs. This 
little freſh-water Sea is calm enough from the be- 
ginning of May, to the end of September. The South 


ſide is the ſafeſt for the Canows, by reaſon of the. 


many Bays, and little Rivers, where one may put 
in in caſe of a Storm. There is no ſetled Savage 
Nation upon the brinks of the Lake, that I know 
of. Tis true indeed, that in Summer ſeveral Nor- 
thern Nations come to Hunt and Fiſh in theſe parts, 
and bring with em the Beaver-Skins they have got 
in the Winter, in order to truck with the Comreurs 
de Bois, who do not fail to meet em there every 
year. The places where the Interview happens, 
are Bagouaſch, Lemipiſaki, and Chagouamigon. "Tis 
ſome years ſince Mr. Dulbut built a Fort of Pales or 
Stakes upon this Lake, where he had large Ma- 
gazines of all ſorts of Goods. That Fort was call'd 
Camaniſtigozan, and did conſiderable Diſſervice to the 
Engliſh Settlements in Hudſon's Bay; by reaſon that 
it fav'd ſeveral Nations the trouble of tranſporting 
their Skins to that Bay. Upon that Lake we find 
Copper Mines, the Mettal of which is ſo fine and 
plenciful, chat there is not a ſeventh part loſs from 
the Oar. It has ſome pretty large Iſlands, which 


are repleniſh'd with Elks and wild Aſſes ; but there's 


ſcarce any that goes to hunt upon 'em, by reaſon 
of the danger - croſſing over. In fine, this Lake 
abounds with Sturgeons, Trouts, and white Fiſh. 
The Climate is unſufferably cold for fix Months of 
the year, and the Snow joyn'd to the Froſt, com- 
monly freezes the Water of the Lake for ten or 
twelve Leagues over. 


From 


. ICE... AER. 4 MC. Cds 


£ ww SP T5 SS — * 


66666 


„ 1 0 


FI vp 


Py, Þ Oh ww WU ww a e 


2 9 


to North-America, 215 


From the Superiour or Upper Lake, J ſteer to that 
of Hurons, to which I allot four hundred Leagues 
in Circumference. Now to make this Lake, you 
muſt ſail down by the fall call'd Saut St. Mary, which 


I defcrib'd in my fifteenth Letter. This Lake is ſitu- 
_ ated in a fine Climate, as you'll perceive from the 


Map. The North ſide of it is beſt for the Naviga- 
tion of Canows, by reaſon of the frequency of Iſles 
which afford ſhelter in bad Weather. The South 
ſide is pleaſanter,- and more convenient for the 
Hunting of Deer, which are there very plentiful. The 
figure of this Lake comes near to an equilateral Tri- 
angle. Of all its Iſles, that call'd Manitoualin, is the 
moſt conſiderable, being above twenty Leagues 
long, and ten broad. In former times, the Outaouas 
of the Nations of Talon and Sable dwelt in it; but 
the dread they were under upon the account of the 
Iroqueſe, oblig d both them and their Neighbours to 
retire to Miſſilimakinac. That part of the Conti- 
nent that faces this Iſland , is inhabited by the 
Nockes and the Miſſitagues, in two different Villa- 
ges, Which are twenty Leagues diſtant, the one 
from the other. Towards the Eaſt end of this I- 
ſland, we fall in with the River des Francois, which I 
took notice of in my ſixteenth Letter. Tis as 
broad as the Seine is at Paris, and runs not above for- 
ty Leagues in length from its fource in the Lake 
Nepicerini, to ics Mouth. To the North-Weſt of 
this River, there lies the Bay of Toranto, which is 
twenty, or five and twenty Leagues long, and fit- 
teen broad at its Mouth. This Bay receives a Ri- 
ver that ſprings from a little Lake of che ſame name, 


and forms ſeveral Cataracts that are equally im- 


practicable both upon the aſcent and deſcent. Up- 
on the ſide of this River you'll fee a Man's Head 
mark'd in my Map, which ſignifies a large Village 


of the Hurons, that was deftroy'd by the 1r59z2/e. 


You may go from the ſource of this River to the 
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Lake Frontenac, by making a Land-carriage to the 
River of Tanaouate, that falls inta that Lake. Upon 
the South ſide of the Bay of Toronto, you ſee the Fort 
call'd Fort Suppoſe, which I mention'd in my 234 
Letter, and about thirty Leagues to the Southward 
of that, you find the Country of Theonontate, which 
being formerly inhabited by the Hurous, was en- 
tirely depopulated by the Iroqueſe. | 
From thence I paſs directly to my Fort, with- 
out amuſing you with the different Landskips I met 
with in the ſpace of thirty Leagues. That Fort I 
have ſpoke fo often of already, that without ſtop- 
ping there, I ſhall run directly to the Bay of Saki- 
nac, reckoning it needleſs at the ſame time, to take 
any notice of the many Shelves and Rocks that lye 
hid under the Water for two Leagues off the Coaſt. 
This Bay is ſixteen or ſeventeen Leagues long, and 
ſix broad at its Mouth : In the middle of which we 
meet with two little Iſlands, that are very ſervice- 
able to the Paſſengers; for if it were not for the 
conveniency of putting in there, they would be ob- 
lig'd for the moſt part, rather to march quite round 
the Bay, than to run the hazard of crofling directly 
over ina Canow. The River of Sakinac falls into 
the bottom of the Bay. This River runs ſixty Leagues 
in length, with a gentle Current, having only three 
little Cataracts that one may ſhoot without dan- 
+ Tis as broad as the Seine is at Seve Bridge. 
acein two years the Outacuas and the Huron, are 
wont to hunt great quantities of Beavers upon the 
confines of the River of Sakizac. Between the Ri- 
ver I now ſpeak of, and Miſſilimakinac, we meet 
with no place that is worth our regard. As for AA.. 
flimakinac it ſelf, I have already imparted to you 
all that I can fay of chat Poſt, which is of ſo great 
importance to our Commerce, and atthe ſame time 
ſent you a draught of it. I ſhall therefore purſue 
my courſe to the Lake Errie, remembring that I 
deſcrib'd 
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deſcrib'd the Vineſe Lake in my ſixteenth Letter. 
The Lake Erriè is juſtly dignified with the illu- 
ſtrious name of Conti; for aſſuredly *tis the fineſt 
Lake upon Earth. Vou may judge of the goodneſs 
of the Climate, from the Latitudes of the Countries . 
that ſurround it. Its Circumference extends to two 28 
hundred and thirty Leagues; but it affords every 
| where ſuch a charming Proſpect, that its Banks are an 
deck d with Oak- Trees, Elms, Cheſnut-Trees, Wal- papel 
t nut- Trees, Apple- Trees, Plum- Trees, and Vines 
| which bear their fine cluſters up to the very top of 
ö the Trees, upon a ſort of ground that lies as ſmooth 
as one's Hand. Such Ornaments as theſe, are ſuf- 
ficient to give riſe to the moſt agreeable Idea of a 
Landskip in the World. I cannot expreſs what. > 
vaſt quantities of Deer and Turkeys are to be found 
in theſe Woods, and in the vaſt Meads that lye up- * 14 
on the South ſide of the Lake. At the bottom of 4 
the Lake, we find wild Beeves upon the Banks of MY | 
two pleaſant Rivers that diſembogue into it, with-*8P4-"" Ul 
out Cataracts or rapid Currents. It abounds with, eu 
Sturgeon and white Fiſh 3 but Trouts are very ſcarce 1 
in it, as well as the other Fiſh that we take in the 
Lakes of Hurons and llineſe. Tis clear of Shelves, 
Rocks, and Banks of Sand ; and has fourteen or 
fifteen fathom Water. The Savages aſſure us, that. 
'ris never diſturb'd with high Winds, but in the g G 
Months of December, Fanuary, and February, and e- Mordor; 
ven then but ſeldom, which indeed I am very apt 
to believe, for we had but very few Storms, when | 
I winter'd in my Fort in 1688, though the Fort | 
lay open to the Lake of Hurons. The Banks of this _ | 
Lake are commonly frequented by none but Warri Dyna þy | | N 
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ours, whether the Iroqueſe, the Ilineſe, the Oumamiz, . 
Oc. and *tis very dangerous to ſtop there. By this 
means it comes to paſs, that the Stags, Roe- Bucks 1 
and Turkeys, run in great Bodies up and down the œσͤi , 
ſhoar, all round the Lake. In former times the Er- 1 
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-rieronons, and the Andaſtogueronons, liv d upon the 


Confines of this Lake, but they were extirpated by 
the Iroqueſe, as well as the other Nations mark d in 
the Map. 
Upon the North ſide of the Lake we deſcry a 
point of Land, that ſhoots fifteen Leagues into the 
Main ; and about thirty Leagues beyond that to 
e Eaſtward, we meet with a ſmall River that takes 
its riſe near the Bay of Ganaraske, in the Lake of 
Frontenac; and would afford a ſhort paſſage from the 
one Lake to the other, if twere not incumber'd 
with Cataracts. From thence to the Streight or 
Mouth of. the Lake, you have thirty Leagues ; the 
Streight being a League over, and fourteen Leagues 
long. Upon this Streight you ſee Fort Suppoſe mark d 
in the Map, which is one of the Forts that I men- 
tion'd in my 23d Letter. From that imaginary 
Fort to the River of Conde, we have twenty Leagues. 
The River of Conde runs ſixty Leagues in length 
without Cataracts, if we may credit the Savages, 


who aſſur'd me, that one may go from its ſource 


to another River that falls into the Sea, without any 
other Land: carriage than one of a League in length, 
between thesRiver and the other. I ſaw only the 
Mouth of the firſt River, where our Onutaouas tried 
their Limbs, as I told you in my fifteenth Letter. 
The Iſlands that you fee mark'd in the Map at the 
bottom of the Lake Erri?, are-repleniſh'd with Roe- 
Bucks, and with Fruit-Trees, which nature has ge- 
nerouſly provided, in order to entertain the Tur- 
keys, Feaſants and Deer wich their Fruit. In fine, 
if there were a clear and free paſſage for Veſ- 
ſels, from Quebec to this Lake, it might be made the 
fineſt, the richeſt, and the moſt fertile Kingdom in 
the World: For over and above all the beauties I 
have mention'd, there are excellent Silver Mines a- 


bout twenty Leagues up the Country, upon a 
certain Hill, from whence the Savages brought 


us 


us great lumps, that have yielded that precious Met- 
tal with little waſte. ; 

From the Lake Errie, I ſteer my courſe to that 
of Frontenac, which I could not forbear to ſpeak of 
in my ſeventh and ſeventeenth Letters. This Lake 
(as Lintimated above) is 180 Leagues in Circumfe- 
rence, its figure is Oval, and its depth runs between 
twenty and twenty five Fathom. On the South ſide 
it receives ſeveral little Rivers, particularly thoſe of 
the Tſonontouans, of the Onnontagues, and of the Famine; 


on the North ſide tis joyn d by the Rivers of Ga- 


zaraske, and of Teonontatè. Its ſides are deck'd with 
tall Trees, and the ground is indifferent even and 
level, for it has no ſteep Coaſts. On the North ſide 
we meet with ſeveral little Gulfs. You may go 
from this Lake to that of Hurons, by going up the 
River Tanaouate, from whence you have a Land-car- 


Triage of fix or eight Leagues to the River of Toron- 


zo, Which falls into it. You may likewiſe have a 


paſlage from the Lake of Frontenac, to that of Errie, 


through the Bay of Ganarasks, by making a Land- 


carriage from thence to a little River that's full of 


Cataracts. The Villages of the Onnontagues, Tlonon- 
touans, Goyogouans, and Onnoyeutes, are not far diſtant 
from the Lake of Frontenac. Theſe Troqueſe Nations 
are very advantageouſly ſeated. They have a plea- 
ſant and fertile Country; but they want Roe-Bucks 
and Turkeys, as well as Fiſh, of which their Ri- 
vers are altogecher deſtitute, inſomuch that they are 
forc'd to fiſh in the Lake, and to broil or dry their 
Fiſh with a Fire, in order to keep em and tranſ- 
port *em to their Villages. They are in like man- 

er forc'd to range out of their own Territories, in 
queſt of Beavers in the Winteretime, either towards 
Ganaraske , or to the ſides of the Lake of Toron- 
to, or elſe towards the great River of the Outaouas ; 


where 'twould be an eaſie matter to cut all their 


Throats, by purſuing the courſe I laid down in my 


Letters. 
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etters. I have already touch'd upon the Forts of 
Frontenac and Niagara; as well as upon the River of 
St. Laurence, Which here takes leave of the Lakes, 
and purſues a compacter courſe to Monreal and Que- 
bec, where its waters mingling with thoſe of the 
* become ſo brackiſh, that they are not drink- 
able. 

It remains only to give you a Deſcription of 4A. 
cadia, and the Iſland of Newfound-Land, which are 
two Countries that differ widely from one another. 
The Coaſt of Acadia extends from Kenehekz, one of 
the Frontiers of New-England, to Iſle Percee, near 
the Mouth of the River of St. Laurence. This Sea- 
Coaſt runs almoſt three hundred Leagues in length, 
and has upon it two great Navigable Bays, name- 
ly, the Bay call'd Frangoiſe, and the Bay des Cha- 
leurs. It has a great many little Rivers, the Mouths 
of which are deep, and clean enough for the greateſt 
Ships. Theſe Rivers would afforda plentiful Salmon- 
fiſhery, i! there were any body to undertake it; and 
moſt of em as well as the Gulfs that lies before em, 
furniſh ſuch Cods as we take at the Iſle Percee. For in 
the Summer time, that ſort of Fiſh make in to the 
Coaſt in Shoals, eſpecially about the Iſlands of Cape 
Breton, and of St. Fobn. Tis true, the latter has 
no Harbours, and the former has none that receive 
any Veſſel above the burthen of a Barque ; but if 
theſe two Iſlands were peopled, the Inhabitants 
might fit out Sloops to manage the Fiſhery ; and to- 
wards the latter end of Auguſt, when the Fiſh are 
curd and ready, the Ships might come to an An- 
chor near the Land, and ſo take em in. Two 
Gentlemen of the name of Amour of Quebec, have 


a Settlement for Beaver-hunting upon the River of 


St. Fobn; which is a very pleaſant River, and a- 
dorn'd with Fields that are very fertile in Grain. 
*Tis Navigable for twelve Leagues up, from its 
Mouth. Between the point of Acadia, and = 5 
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fland of Cape Breton, there is a Channel or Streight 
about two Leagues in breadth, which is deep enough 
to carry the greateſt Ships in France. *Tis call'd the 
paſs des Canſeaux, and would be much more fre- 
quented than it is, if the Merchant-men bound to 
Canada, would ſet out from France about the 15th of 
March ; for then they might paſs that way, being 
aſſur d of a clear paſſage at all ſeaſons of the year, 
whereas the Channel of Cape de Raye, is oftentimes 
cover'd with Ice in April: And by this contrivance, 
the Ships would arrive at Quebec in the beginning of 
May. | 
Moſt of the Countries of Acadia abound wich 
Corn, Peaſe, Fruit, and Pulſe; and have a plain 


diſtinction of the four Seaſons of the year, notwith- 


ſtanding that *tis extream cold for three Months in 
Winter. Several places of Acadia, afford Maſts as 
ſtrong as thoſe we have from Norway; and if there 
were occaſion, all ſorts of Ships might be built there: 
For if you'll believe the Carpenters, the Oak of 
that Country is better than ours in Europe. In a 
word, tis a very fine Country; the Climate is in- 
different temperate, the Air is pure and wholeſom, 
the Waters clear and light, and there's good accom- 
modation for Hunting, Shooting, and Fiſhing. The 
Animals that we meet with there moſt commonly, 
are Beavers, Otters, and Sea-Calves, all of 'em be- 
ing very numerous. Thoſe who love Meat are in- 
debted to the Doctors, who perſwaded the Popes to 


Metamorphoſe theſe terreſtrial Animals into Fiſh; 


for they are allow'd to eat of em without ſcruple 
in the time of Lent. To be plain, the knowledge 
I have of that Country, makes me foreſee that the 
Engliſh will be maſters of it ſome time or other. I 
could give very plauſible reaſons for the Prophecy. 
They have already begun to ruine the Commerce 
that che French had with the Savages, and in a ſhort 
time, they'll compaſs its intire Deſtruction. The 
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French they will prize their Goods too high, though 
they are not ſo good as thoſe of the Engliſh ; and yet 
the Engliſh ſell their Commodities cheaper. Twere 


a pity that we ſhould tamely leave to the Engliſh a 


Country, the Conqueſt of which they have attempt- 
ed fo often, in conſideration of our Fur-trade and 
and Cod-fiſhing. *Tis impoſſible to hinder em to 
poſleſs themſelves of the Settlements upon the Coaſt 
of Acadia, by reaſon that they lye at ſuch a diſtance 
from one another; ſo that they'll certainly ſucceed in 
ſuch Enterpriſes, as indeed they have done already. 
The French Governours, they act with the ſame view, 
as many of thoſe who are imploy'd in Poſts beyond 
Sea. They look upon their place as a Gold Mine 
given em, in order to enrich themſelves ; ſo that 
the publick Good, muſt always march behind pri- 
vate Intereſt, Mr. de Meneval ſuffer d the Engliſh 
to poſleſs themſelves of Port Royal, becauſe that place 
was cover'd with nothing but ſingle Paliſſado's. 
But why was it not better fortified ? I can tell you 
the reaſon ; he thought he had time enough to fill 
his Pockets, before the Engliſh would attack it. This 
Governour ſucceeded to Mr. Perrot, who was broke 
with Diſgrace, for having made it his chief buſineſs 
to enrich himſelf; and after returning to France, 
went back again with ſeveral Ships laden with Goods, 
in order to ſet up for a private Merchant in that 
Country. While Mr. Perrot was Governour, he ſuf- 
fer d the Engliſh to poſſeſs themſelves of ſeveral ad- 
vantageous Poſts, without offering to ſtir. His chief 
buſineſs was to go in Barques from River to River, 
in order to traffick with the Savages : And after he 
was diſgrac'd, he was not contented with a Com- 
merce upon the Coaſts of Acadia, but would needs 
extend it to the Engliſu Plantations ; but it coſt him 
dear, for ſome Pyrates fell in with him, and after 
ſeizing his Barques, duck'd himſelf, upon which he 
died immediately. 
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The three principal Savage Nations that live upon 


the Coaſts of Acadia, are the Abenakis, the Mikemak, 


and the Canibas. There are ſome other erratick Na- 
tions, who go and come from Acadia, to New-Enpland, 
and go vy the names of Mahingans,Soccokis,and Openan- 


go. The firſt three (having fix d Habitations) are in- 


tirely in the intereſts of the French; and I muſt ſay, that 
in time of War they gall the Engliſh Colonies with 
their Incurſions, ſo much, that we ought to take 
care to perpetuate a good underſtanding between 
them and us. The Baron of Saint Caſteins, a Gen- 
tleman of Oleron in Bearn, having liv d among the 
Abenakis after the Savage way, for above twenty 
years, is ſo much reſpected by the Savages, that they 
look upon him as their Tutelar God. He was for- 
merly an Officer of the Carignan 1 in Ca- 
nada; and upon the breaking of that Regiment, 


| threw himſelf among the Savages, whoſe Language 


he had learn d. He married among ern after their 
faſhion, and prefer'd the Forreſts of Acadia to the 
Pyrenean Mountains, that encompaſs the place of his 
Nativity: For the firſt years of his abode with the 
Savages, he behav'd himſelf fo, as to draw an inex- 
preflible eſteem from em. They made him their 
Great Chief or Leader, who is in a manner the So- 
veraign of the Nation; and by degrees he has work'd 
himſelf into ſuch a Fortune, which any Man but 
he would have made ſuch uſe of, as to draw out of 
that Country above two or three hundred thouſand 
Crowns, which he has now in his Pocket in good 
dry Gold. But all the uſe he makes of it, is, to 
buy up Goods for Preſents to his Fellow-Sa- 
vages, who upon their return from Hunting, pre- 
{ent him with Beaver-Skins to a treble value. The 
Governours General of Canada keep in with him, 
and the Governours of New-England are afraid of 


him. He has ſeveral Daughters, who are, all of 


em, 
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em, married very handſomly to Frenchmen, and had 
good Dowries. He has never chang'd his Wife; 
by which means he mean'd to give the Savages to 
underſtand, that God do's not love inconſtant Folks, 
"Tis faid, that he indeavour'd to convert theſe poor 
People, but his indeavours prov'd ſucceſsleſs; ſothat 
'tis in vain for the Jeſuits to preach up the Truths 
of Chriſtianity to *em ; though after all, theſe good 
Fathers are not diſcourag'd, nay, they think that 
the adminiſtring of Baptiſm to a dying Child, is 
worth ten times the pains and uneaſineſs of living 
among that People. . . 
Port. Royal, the Capital or the only City of Aca- 
dia, is in effect no more than a little paultry Town, 
that is ſomewhat inlarg'd ſince the War broke out in 
1689. by the acceſſion of the Inhabitants that liv'd 
near Boſton, thẽ Metropolitan of New-England. A great 
many of theſe People retir'd to Port- Royal, upon 
the apprehenſion that the Engliſh would pillage em, 
and carry em into their Country. Mr. de Mene- 
val ſurrendred this place to the Engliſh, as I ſaid be- 
fore; he could not maintain ſuch a poſt with the 
handful of Men that he had, becauſe the Paliſſadoes 
were low, and out of order. He made a Capitula- 
tion with the Commander of the Party that made 
the Attack; but the Engliſh Otficer broke his word 
to him, and usd him both ignominiouſly and 


[ harſhly. Port. Royal is ſeated in the Latitude of 44 


Degrees, and 40 Minutes, upon the edge of a 


very fine Baſin , which is a League broad, and - 


two Leagues long, having at the entry about ſix- 
teen or eighteen fathom Water on one fide, and fix 
or ſeven on the other ; for you muſt know that the 
Iſland call'd ike aux Chevres which ſtands in the 
the middle, divides the Channel into two. There's 
excellent anchorage all over the Baſin; and at the 
bottom of it, there's a Cape or point of Land that 
parts two Rivers, at which the tide riſes ten or 


twelve 
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twelve Foot. Theſe Rivers are bounded by plea- 
ſant Meads, which in Spring and Autumn are co- 
ver'd with all ſorts of freſh Water- foul. In fine, 


Port- Royal is only a handful of Houſes two Siory 


high, and has but few Inhabitants of any Note. It 
ſubſiſts upon the traffick of the Skins, which che 
Savages bring thither to truck for European Goods, 
In former times, the Farmer's Company had Ma- 
gazins in this place, which were under the care 
of the Governours. I could eaſily mention ſome 
of 'em, if I were not apprehenſive that theſe Me- 
moirs may be ſeen by others beſides your ſelf. 
The Ifland of Newfound-Land, is three hundred 
Leagues in Circumference. Ir lies at the diſiance 


of ſx hundred and fifty Leagues from France and 


forty or fifty Leagues from the Bank of the ſame 
name. The South ſide of the Iſland belongs to the 
French, who have ſeveral Settlements there for the 
fiſhing of Cod. The Eaſt fide is inhabited by the 
Engliſh, who are poſleſs'd of ſeveral conſiderable 
Poſts, ſituated in certain Ports, Bays, and Havens, 
which they have taken care to fortifie. The Weſt 
of the Iſland is waſte, and was never yet poſſeſs d. 
The Iſland is of a triangular Figure, and full of 
Mountains, and impracticable Forreſts. It has ſome 
great Meadows, or rather Heaths, which are cover- 
ed with a ſort of Moſs inftead of Graſs. The Soil 
of this Country is good for nothing, as being a 
mixture of Gravel, Sand and Stones; ſo that the 
Fiſhery was the only motive that induc'd the French 
and the Engliſh to ſettle there. It affords great ſtore 


of Game, for Water-fowl, Patridges and Hairs; 


but as for the Stags, tis almoſt impoſſible to come 


at em, by reaſon that the Mountains are fo high, 


and the Woods fo thick. In this Iſland, as well as 
in that of Cape Breton, we find Porphyty of fe- 
veral colours; and care has been taken to fend to 
France ſome pisces of it for a Pattern, W 
dun 
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found to be very pretty, only they were hard to cut. 
J have ſeen ſome of em that were red ſtreak'd with 
green, and ſeem'd to be extream fine; but the miſ- 
chief is, it ſplits ſo when tis taken out of the Quar- 
ries, that it cannot be made uſe of, but by way of 
incruſtation. | 
This Iſland of Cape Breton affords likewiſe 
black Marble, or a fort of Breſche with grey Veins, 
which is hard, and not eafily poliſh'd. This Stone 
is apt to ſplit, for tis not equally hard, and it has 
knots in it. There are no ſetled Savages in the I- 
fland of Newfound-Land, Tis true, the Eskimau do 
ſometimes croſs over to it at the Streight of Belle Iſe 
in great Sloops, with intent to ſurpriſe the Crew of 
the Fiſhermen upon the Coaſt call'd Petit Nord. Our 
Settlements are at Placentia, at the Iſland of St. Peter, 
and in the Bay of Trepaſſez. From Cape Raſe to Cha- 
peas Rouge, the Coaſt is very clean, but from Chapeau 
Rougeto Cape Raye, the Rocks render it dangerous, 
There are two conſiderable Inconveniences, that at- 
tend the landing upon this Iſland. In the firſt place, 
the Fogs are here ſo thick in the Summer, for twenty 
Leagues off into the Main, that the ableſt and moſt 
expert Sailor dare not ſtand into the Land while 
they laſt: So that all Ships are oblig'd to lye bye 
for a clear day, in order to make the Land. The 
ſecond Inconveniency, which is yet greater, pro- 
ceeds from the Currents which run to and again, 
without any perceivable variation, by which means 
the Ships are ſometimes drove in upon the Coaſt, 
when they reckon upon ten Leagues offing. But, 
which is worſt of all, the inſenſible motion of the 
rowling Waves, throw's 'eminſenſibly upon the Rocks, 
which they cannot poſſibly avoid, for want of ground 
to anchor upon. Twas by this means that the 
King's Ship the Pretty was loſt in 1692, as well as a 
great many others upon ſeveral occaſions, 
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Of all our Settlements in North-America, Platen- 
tia is the Poſt of the greateſt Importance and Ser- 


vice to the King, in regard that tis a place of re- 


fuge to the Ships that are oblig'd to put into a Har- 
bour, when they go or come from Canada, and even 
to thoſe which come from South- America, when 
they want to take in freſh Water or Proviſi- 
ons, and have ſprung their Maſts, or been dam- 


mag'd in a Storm. This place is ſituated in the La- 


titude of 47 Degrees, and ſome Minutes, almoſt at 
the bottom of the Bay that goes by the ſame name. 
The Bay is ten or twelve Leagues broad, and twenty 
odd Leagues long. The Fort ſtands upon the ſide 
of a Neck or narrow Streight, which is ſixty Paces 
over, and fix Fathoms water deep. The Ships that 
enter into the Port, are oblig'd to graze, ( fo to 
ſpeak ) upon the angle of the Baſtions. The Port 
or Harbour is a League long, and a quarter of a 
League over: Before the Port there's a large, fine 
road, which is a League and a half wide; but lies 
ſo bleak to the North-Weſt, and Weſt-North-Weſt 
Winds, the ſtrongeſt and moſt boiſterous Winds that 
are, that neither Cables nor Anchors, nor large ſtout 


Ships can withſtand their furious ſhocks; tho' indeed 


theſe violent ſtorms ſeldom happen but in the lat- 
ter end of Autumn. The ſame year that the Pretty 
was loſt, the King loſt another of 69 Guns call'd 
the Good, in this Road ; and if the four or five other 
Ships that belong d to the fame Squadron, had not 
took the precaution of ſteering into the Port, they 
had certainly underwent the ſame fate. This Road 
then which is only expos'd to the North-Weſt, and 
Weſt-North-Weſt Winds, has ſome hidden Rocks 
on the North fide, beſides thoſe at Pointe Verte, where 


ſeveral of the Inhabitants are wont to fiſh. All theſe 


things you may ſee plainly upon the Plan that I 
ſent you along with my 23 Letter. 
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Commonly, there comes thirty or forty Ships 
from France to Placentia every year, and ſometimes 
ſixty. Some come with intent to fiſh, and others 
have nc other deſign than to truck with the Inha- 
bitants, who live in the Summer time on the other 
ſide of the Fort. The ground upon which their Hou- 
ſes ſtand, is call'd La grand Grave, for in effect, they 
have nothing but Gravel to ſpread their Cod-fiſh 
upon, in order to have em dry'd by the Sun after 
they are ſalted. The Inhabitants and the French Fiſher- 
men, ſend their Sloops every day two Leagues off the 
Port to purſue the Fiſhery ; and ſometimes the Sloops 
return ſo over- loaded, that they are in a manner bu- 
ry'd in the Water. You cannot imagine how deep 
they ſink, and tis impoſſible you ſhould believe it, 
unleſs you ſaw it. The Fiſhery commences in the 
beginning of June, and is at an end about the mid- 
dle of Auguſt. In the Harbour they catch a little 
ſort of a fiſh, which they put upon their Hooks as a 
bait for the Cod, JE 

Placentia is in great want of Gravel, which oc- 
caſions the thinneſs of the Inhabitants. If the Go- 
vernours prefer'd the King's Service to Avarice, they 
might make it a conſiderable Poſt, and a great ma- 
ny would make gravel Walks at their own charge; 
but as long as the Governours prey upon the for- 
tunes of private Men, under the fair pretence of 


the King's Service, which is always in their Mouths, 


I can't fee that this Settlement will ever be in- 
larg'd or improv'd. Do's not the Governour diſ- 
grace his Prince, and ſink the character of his Poſt, 
in turning Fiſherman, Merchant, Vintner, and act- 


ing in the way of a thouſand meaner and more 


Mechanical Trades ? Is not this a piece of Tyran- 
ny? To force the Inhabitants to buy what Goods 
they want, out of ſuch and ſuch a Ship, and to ſell 
their Cod to ſuch other Ships as the Governour is 


intereſs d in, and that as a principal Owner: To 


appro- 


to North-America. 229 


appropriate to himſelf the Rigging and Tackle of 
the Ships that are caſt away upon the Coaſt, to ftop 
the Crew of Merchantmen for his own Fiſhery, to 
ſell Habitations or Settlements, to ſtifle the bidding 
up for Effects ſold by way of Auction that he may in- 
groſs them by his ſole Authority, to change the Provi- 
ſions laid up in Magazines for his Majeſty's Troops, 
to carry off the good Biskuit and put bad in the 
room of it, to make ſo much Beef and Bacon for 
the ſubſiſtance of the Garriſon, to force the Inha- 
bitants to ſend their Servants and Carpenters to 
ſome work, in which his Majeſty's Service is leſs 
concern'd than his own Pocket: Theſe, I ſay, are 
things that I take to be plain infractions of the Or- 
ders iſſued forth by Lewis the XIV. Theſe are a- 
buſes that muſt be redrefs'd, if we would have the 
King to be well ſerv'd: And yet there's nothing 
done in it. For my part, I am unacquainted with the 
reaſon of the delay; thoſe that have a mind to know, 
had beſt ask the Deputies of Monſieur de Þ * * *, 
I am fully perſwaded, that all theſe Pyracies'do not 
come to the King's Ear, for he's too juſt to ſuffer 
em. | 

To conclude ; Placentia bears neither Corn, nor 
Rie, nor Peaſe, for the Soil is good for nothing ; 
not to mention, thatif it were as good and as fer- 
tile as any in Canada, yet no body would give them- 
ſelves the trouble to cultivate it; for one Man earns 
more in Cod - fiſning in one Summer, than ten would 
do in the way of Agriculture. In the great Bay of 
Placentia, there are ſome little Harbours, ( beſides 
that of the Fort) which the Biſcay Fiſhermen re- 
ſort to. Such are the little and the great Burin, St, 
Laurence, Martir, Chapeau Rouge, &. 
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* A Lift ef the Savage Nations of Canada. 
Thoſe in Acadia. 


The Abenakis. ? 

The Micmac. Theſe are all of em good War- 
The Canibas. riours; they are more active and 
The Mabingans. leſs cruel than the Troqueſe. Their 


The Openangos, | Language differs a little from that 
The Soccoks. | of the A/gonkins. 


The Etechemins. 


The Nations that hye upon the River of St. Laurence, 
from the Sea to Monreal. 


The Mount aneers. Theſe ſpeak the Algonkin Lan- 
The GaſPpeſians guage. | | 


The Hurons of Loreto, the Iroqueſe Tongue. 
9 — — The Alzonkin Language. 
The Agnies of the Fall call'd Saut St. Lou ; they 


ſpeak the Iroqueſe Language, and are good War- 
riouts. | 


The Iroqueſe of the Mountain of Monreal; they ſpeak 
the Iroqueſe Language, and are a brave People. 


Thoſe upon the Lake of Hurons. 


The Papinacbois. 


The Hurons, the Iroqueſe Language. 

The Outaougs, ) | 

The Neockes. ; 

The Mif{agues. 0 — * 

The Attikamek. | | | 
The Outebipoues, alias Sauteurs, good Warriours. 


Upon 
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Upon the Ilineſe Lake, and the adjacent Country. 


Some Iineſe at Chega lou. 

The Oumams, good Warriours.? 

The Maskoutens. | They f. 

The Kikapous, good Warriours. WF 125 peak the 
The Outagamis, good Warriours, | 4 enkinLanguage, 

The Malomims. > and are a ſprightly 

The Ponteouatamms. | _ ſort of Peo- 

The Ojatinons, good Warriours. I Pie. 

The Saks. 3 

In the Neighbourhood of ths Lake of Frontenac. 
The Tſonontouans.) Thee ſpeak a different Lan- 
The 2 agu „ guage from the Algonkin. 


The Onnoyoutes and Agnies, at a ſmall diſtance. 
Near the River of the Outaouas. 


The Tabitibi. - I 
The Monzonz. © 

The Machakandibi. 
2 Ne Acbirini. em are very cowardly. 


The Temiskamink, 5 


To the North of Miſſiſipi, and upon the Confines GA tbe 
Upper Lake, and Hudſon's . 


The Nadoueſſis. ? 
The Aſſimpouals. | 


They ſpeak the aw 
*kin Language, and all of 


The Sonkaskitons. 

The Ouadbatons. ; 

The Atintons. ?Theſe ſpeak Algonkin. 

TheC/;finos brave 

Warriour's and 

active brisk Men. | | | 
| 04 4 


— 2 — — — . 
= — EEE E= — — _ _ WS — == —— q 
RR EE — = — — — 7 2 
= ” — 22 =," 2 2 * — 
— — p ——— 5 - 4 = 2A 
2 - = — 2 - - — 
TOI bis — go —_— — — 
- 2 — - — — * ——_— —_ = 


—— = — — 
r — a = 
— Tr w—_— 

Fe > 
AY — — 


= 5 En 5 


_ — 
— — — —e— 
1 

* — - 


8 


232 Some New Voyages 


A Liſt of the Animals of the South. Countries of Ca: 


nada. 


Wild Beeves. 

Little Stags or Harts. 

Rochucks of three different Species, 

Wolves, ſuch as we have in Europe. 
Lynx's, ſuch as we have in Europe, T 
Michibichi, a ſort of baſtard Tyere. 

_ Fach as we have in Europe, 
Aſh-colour'd Squirrels. 


nee Much as we have in Europe. 


* 


Badgers, ſuch as we have in Europe, 
White Beavers, but very ſcarce. 
Reddiſh Bears. | 

Musk Rats. 

Reddiſh Foxes, as in Europe. 
Crocodiles in the Miſſiſipi. 


Ofa, an Animal like a Hare, upon the Ai 12 


A Liſt of the Animal; of the North Countries of Canada, 


Orignals or Elks. 

Caribous or wild Aſſes. : . 

Black Foxes. 1825 5 

Silver colour'd Foxes. 

A ſort of wild Cats, call'd Eaſon du Diable, or the 

Devil's Children. 

Carcaious, an Animal not unlike a Badger. 

Porcupines, 

406 an Amphibions fort of little. Pole: 
ts. 

Martins. 

Pole-Cats, ſuch as we have in Europe. 


Black Bears. 


* o 
4 
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White Bears. 

Siffleurs, an Animal that makes a whizzing nat 

Flying Squirrels, 

White Hares. | =p 

Beavers. : 

Otters. 

Musk-Rats. | 

Suiſſe Squirrels, or a ſort of Squirrels, hols Hats re- 
ſembles a Suiſſes Doublet. 

Great Harts. 

Sea-Wolves or Calves, 


8 r 
> Wn i — 
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A Deſcription of ſuch Animals or Beaſts, as are not men- 
tion d in the Letters. 


He Michibichi is a fort of Tyger, The Animals 
only *tislefs than the common Ty- of the Sell 
ger, and not ſo much ſpeckl'd. As ſoon gs 1 a 
as it deſcries a Man, it runs away, and climbs up 
the firſt Tree it meets with. It attacks all brute 
Animals whatſoever, and conquers em with eaſe ; 
and, which is very ſingular and peculiar to it above 
all other Animals, it runs in to the afliſtance of the 
Savages, when they purſue Bears and wild Beeves ; 
upon ſuch occaſions it makes as if *ewere affraid 
of no body, and fally's out with fury upon the 
hunted Animal. The Savages call thefe Animals a 
ſort of Manitous, that is, Spirits that love Men; and 
tis upon that ſcore they eſteem and reſpect em to 
ſuch a degree, that they would chooſe rather to die, 
than to kill one of em. 

The white Beavers are much valued, upon the ac- 
count of their being uncommon, chough at the 
{ame time, their Hair is neither ſo large nor ſo fine 
as that of the common Beavers. As there are but 
few of theſe white Beavers, ſo thoſe which are quite 
Vlack a are very ſcarce, 
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The Reddiſh Bears are miſchievous Creatures, for 
they fall fiercely upon the Huntſmen, whereas the 
black ones fly from em. The former fort are leſs, 
and more nimble than the latter. 

The Crocodiles of Miſſiſipi, are exactly the ſame 
with thoſe of the Nile and other places. I have 
ſeen that Crocodile that is at Engoliſma in Aquitaine, 
and find that it has the ſame figure with theſe, on- 
ly tis fomewhat leſs. The moſt uſual method that 
the Savages have for taking em alive, is to throw 

great Wreaths or Cords made of the barks of Trees 
with a running knot, upon their Neck, the middle 
of their Body, their Paws, &. After they are thus 
ſiez d, they ſhut em up between ten or twelve 
Stakes, and there tie em after their Belly is turn'd 
upwards. While they lie in this poſture, they flea 
em without touching their Head or their Tail, and 
give em a Coat of Fir- bark, to which they ſet fire, 
having cut the Ropes that keep'd em faſt. Upon 


ſuch occaſions, theſe Animals make a fearful houl- 


ing and crying. To conclude, the Savages are fre- 
quently ſwallow'd up by theſe Creatures, whether 
in ſwimming over a River, or in ſleeping upon its 
Banks. Arioſte in the 68 Diapafon of his 1576 Song, 
gives this Deſcription of a Crocodile, N 


Vive ſub lito e dentro a la Riviera, 
Ei Corpi Umani ſon le ſue Vivande, 
De le Perſone miſere d incaute, © 
Di Viandanti e d infelice naute. 


That is, it lives both in the River, and upon its 
Banks; it ſquaſhes People with its murdering Tooth 
it feeds upon the Bodies of poor Travellers, of un- 
fortunate Paſſengers, and Sailours. | 

The Offa, are little Animals like Hares, and re- 
ſemble em in every thing, excepting the Ears and 
Hind-feet. They run, and cannot climb. Their 

| 7 Females 
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Females have a Bag under their Belly, where their 
young ones enter upon a purſuit, in order to ſave 
— — along with the Mother, who immedi- 
ately betakes her ſelf to flight. | 
The Silver-colour'd Foxes are of the The Animal: 

ſame ſhape with thoſe of Europe, as % Beoftr of the 
well as the black ones. The black ;,;,, 

ones are very ſcarce, and whoſoever | 

catches one, is ſure to fell it for its weight in Gold. 


This ſpecies is met with only in the coldeſt Coun- 


tries. 

The bite Bears are a monſtrous Animal, and ex- 
traordinary long; their Head has a formidable Aſ- 
peR, and their Hair is very large and thick ; they 


are ſo fierce, that they'll come and attack a Sloop 


in the Sea, with ſeven or eight Men in it. Tis 
ſaid, that they'll ſwim fix or ſeven Leagues without 
being tyr'd. They live upon Fiſh and Shells upon 
the Sea-ſhoar, from whence they ſeldom ſtraggle 
far. I neverſaw but one of em in my Life-time, 
which had certainly tore me to pieces, if I had 


not ſpy'd it at a diſtance, and ſo had time to run 


back for ſhelter to Fort Leua at Placentia. 
The Flying Squirrels are as big as a large Rat, and 
of a greyiſh white colour. They are as drouſie, as 
thoſe of the other Species are watchful. They are 
call'd Flying Squirrels, in regard that they fly from 
one Tree to another, by the means of a certain Skin 
which ſtretches it ſelf out in the form of a Wing, 
when they make theſe little Flights. 
The bite Hares are only ſuch in Winter, for as ſoon 
as the Spring comes on, they begin to turn grayiſh, 
and by degrees recover the ſame colour as our Hares 
have in France, which they hold till the end of 
Anna. 
The Suiſſe Squirrels are little Animals, reſembling 
little Rats. The Epithet of Suiſſe is beſtow'd upon 
'em, in regard that the Hair which covers their Bo- 


dy, 
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dy, is ſtreak'd with hlack and white, and reſem. 
bles a Suiſſes Doublet; and that theſe ſtreaks make 
a ring on each Thigh, which bears a great deal of 
reſemblance to a Suiſſes Cap.  _ 

The large Stags are neither higher nor thicker,than 
thoſe we have in Europe; but they are call'd large 
in proportion to two other Species of Harts that 
frequent the Southern Countries. The leſſer ſort 
affords the moſt delicious: Meat. . 

The Sea-Wolwes, which ſome call Sea-Calves, are 
as big as Maſtiffs. They are almoſt always in the 
Water, or at leaſt they never go far from the Sea 
ſide. Theſe Animals do not walk ſo much as they 
crawl, for when they raiſe themſelves out of the Wa- 
ter, they only creep upon the Sand or Clay, Their 
Head has the form of an Otter's Head, and their 
Feet, which have no Legs, reſemble thoſe of a Gooſe. 
The Female kind bring forth their young ones upon 
the Rocks, or upon ſome little Iſlands, juſt by the 
Sea. The Sea-Holves live upon Fiſh, and reſort to 
cold Countries. There's a prodigious number of 
em about the Mouth of the River of St. Laurence. 

As for the remaining Animals of Canada, I gave 
you an account of em in my Letters. Iwill not 
offer to ſhew you what methods the Savages take to 
catch or kill all theſe Animals, for ſuch an under- 
taking would be endleſs. This I can aſſure you of in 
the general, that they rarely go a Hunting to no 
pm and that they make no uſe of their Dogs, 

ut inthe Hunting of Elks, and ſometimes in Hunt- 
ing of Beavers, as you ſhall ſee under the Head of 
the Diverſions of Hunting and Shooting among the 
Savages, = D 


> 
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| Nightingales unknown in Europe, as well as ſeveral = 


| Sea-Mews, „ | 701 
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A Lift of the Fowl or Birds that frequent the South Coun- 
tries of Canada. E 


Vultures. 

Huards, a River-fowl as big as a Gooſe. 
Swans. 

Black Geeſe. 

Black Ducks. 

Plungeons, ſuch as we have in Europe. 
Coots. 2 

Rayles. 

Turkeys. 

Red Partridges. 

Pheaſants. 

Large Eagles. 


Cranes. | 
Dc dran as we have in Enrope. 
Thruſhes. 
Wood-Pigeons. 
Parrots. 
Ravens. 
Swallows 
Several ſorts of Birds of Prey that are not known 
in Europe. Ne 


Fach as we have in Europe. 


other little Birds of different colours, particularly 
that call'd Oiſeau Mouche, a very little Bird reſem- 
bling a Fly; and great quantities of Pelicans. 


The Birds of the North Countries of Canada. 


Whine Geeſe, Much In gs 


Ducks of ten or twelve ſorts, x 
Teals. 104 


Grelans. c | 1 
Sterlets. 1 
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Sea-Parrots. 
Moyacks. 
Cormorants. } | 
Heath - Cocks. | : 
Snipes. | 
Plungeons. 
Ploverss 3 
Lapwings. ? ſuch as we have in Europe. 
Herns. | | 

Courbeious. 
The Water- 
Fowl calld| 

on 4 3 ; 

Beateurs de Faux, a Fowl as big as a Quail. 

White Partridges. . 

Large black Partridges. 

Reddiſh Partridges. 

Woodhens. 

Turtledoves. | 
White Ortolans, a Bird no bigger than a Lark. 
een ſuch : 

eee as we have in Europe. 
Vultures. 

Spar-Hawks.} | 
Merlins. like ours in Europe. 

Swallows. 


Becs De ſcie, a ſort of a Duck. 
A Table of the Inſects that are found in Canada. 


Adders. 

Aſps. 

Rattle- Snakes. 

Lowing Frogs. 

Gnats or Midges. 

Gad-Bees. 3 

Brulots or burning Handworms. 


to North-America. 239 


A Deſcription of ſuch Birds as are not accounted for in 


my Letters. 0 
H E Huards are a Freſhwater-Fowl, The Nel or 13 

as big as a Gooſe, and as dull and 22 = bs 
heavy as an Aſs. They have black and. ;,;., bk 
white Feathers, a pointed Beak, and a = 


very ſhort Neck. They only duck or dive in the Sum- 
mer, for they cannot uſe their Wings ; and in that 
Seaſon, the Savages take the Diverſion of ſurround- 
ing em with ſeven or eight Canows, diſpers d here 
and there, and ſo obliging em to dive down, when . CA 
they offer to come up to take breath? The Savage e 
have Entertain d me ſeveral times with this agree- perl 
able Amuſement, during the courſe of the Voyages (1 
I made with them. 

The Red Partridges are wild and little, and much 
different from the Red Partridge we have in Europe, as 
well as the Pheaſant, whoſe Feathers being of a 
white colour with black ſpecks, make a very agree- 
able diverſity, 

The largeſt Eagles we find in this Country, are 
no bigger than Swans. Their Head and their Tail 
is white, and they have frequent Ingagements 
with a ſort of Vultures, that commonly have the 
better of it. In our Voyages we had frequent occafi- 
ons of ſeeing theſe Ingagements, which laſt as long as 
the Eagle can keep up the force of its Wings. 

The Parrots are met with in the Lineſe Country, 
and upon the River of Miſſſipi. They are very 
ſmall, and are the fame with choſe that we bring 
from Brazil and Cayenne. „ 

That fort of Nightingale that I ſaw, is of a pecu- 
liar form; for tis of a leſſer ſize than the European, 4 
and of a blewiſh colour, and its notes are more di- if 
verſified ; beſides that, it lodges in the holes of Wl 
Trees, and four or five of em do commonly keep js 

| together 


> 
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together upon the thickeſt Trees, and with joynt 
Notes Warble o'er their Songs. FOES 

The Flylike Bird is no bigger than one's Thumb, 
and the colour of its Feathers is ſo changeable, 
that tis hard to faſten any one colour upon it. They 
appear ſometimes red, ſometimes of a Gold colour, 
at other times they are blew and red; and proper- 
ly ſpeaking, tis only the brightneſs of the Sun that 
makes us unſenſible of the change of its gold and 
red colours. Its beak is as ſharp as a Needle. It 
flies from Flower to Flower, like a Bee, and by its 
Yuttering ſucks the flowery Sap. Sometimes about 
Noon it pearches upon the little branches of Plum- 
trees or Cherry-trees. I have ſent ſome of em dead 
to France, it being impoſſible to keep em alive, and 
they were look'd upon as a great Curioſity. | 

5 There are ten or twelve ſorts of 
The Birds of Ducks in this Country. Thoſe call'd 
Countries, Brancbus, are the ſmalleſt indeed, but 
they are much the prettyeſt The Fea- 
thers upon their Neck looks ſo bright, by vertue of 
the variety and livelineſs of their colours, that a Fur 
of that nature would be invaluable in Muſcovy or 
Tur y. They owe the name of Branchus, to their 
reſting upon the branches of Trees. There's ano- 
ther Species of Ducks in this Country, that are as 
black as Jackdaws, only their Beak and the circle 
of their Eyes are red. 

The Seamews, Grelans and Sterlets, are Fowls that 
fly inceſſantly over Seas, Lakes, and Rivers, in or- 
der to catch little Fiſh. Their Fleſh is good for no- 
thing, beſides that, they have no ſubſtance of Bo- 
dy, though they ſeem to be as big as Pigeons. 

The Sea-Parrots bear the name of Parrots, upon 
the account tha t their Beak is of the ſame form 
with that of the Land Parrot. They never quit the 
Sea or the Shoar; and are always flying upon the 
ſurface of the Water, in queſt of litrle Fiſh, ke 
COlOuf 
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colour is black, and their ſize is much the ſame with 
that of a Pullet. There are great numbers of em 
upon the bank of Newfound-Land , and near the 
Coaſt of the Ifland, which the Seamen catch with 
Hooks cover'd with a Cod's Roe, and hung over the 
Prow of the Ship. 

The Moyacks are 4 ſort of Fowl, as big as a 
Goole, having a ſhort Neck, and a broad Foot; 


and which is very ſtrange, their Eggs are half as big 


again as a Swan's, and yet they are all Yelk, and 


that ſo thick, that they muſt be diluted with Water, 
before they can be us'd in Pancakes. 


The White Partridges, are as big as our red Par- 
iridges. Their Feet are cover'd with ſuch a thick 
down, that they reſemble thoſe of a young Rab- 
bet. They are only ſeen in the Winter time, and 
ſome years they are ſcarce ſeen at all, though on 
the other hand, in other years they are ſo plenti- 
ful, that you may buy a dozen for Nine-pence. 
This is the moſt ſtupid Animal in the World; it 
ſits upon the Snow, and ſuffers it ſelf to be knock'd 
on the head with a pole without offering to ſtir. 
Jam of the opinion, that this unaccamamgable num- 
neſs is occaſion'd by its long flight 1:01 n ro 
Canada. This conjecture is not altogether ground- 
leſs, for *cis obſerv'd, that they never come in flocks 
to Canada, but after the long continuance of a North 
or a North-Eaft Wind. 

The Black Partridges are truly very pretty. They 
are bigger than ours; and their beak togerher with 
the circle of the Eyes, and the Feet are red; their 
plumage being of a ſhining black colour. Theſe A- 
nimals are very proud, and ſeem to have a ſenſe 
of their beauty as they walk. They are but very 
uncommon, as well as the reddiſh artridges, which 


© reſemble Quails in theic bulk and brisknels. 


The White Ortolans are only met with in Winter; 
but I am of the opinion, that their Feathers are na- 
turally 
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turally of a white colour, and that they retrieve 
their natural colour in the places they retire to, when 
they diſappear in Canada. They are indifferent 
good to eat when they are fat, but that they ſeldom 
are. In the Winter great quantities of 'em are 
catch'd about the Barns, with Nets ſtretch'd out 
upon the Straw. | | 


— — 
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A Deſcription of the Inſects of Canada. 


HE Adders of Canada do no harm at all. The 

Aſps indeed are very dangerous, when the People 
bathe in the ſtagnating Water towards the SouthCoun- 
tries. The Rattle-Snake or Sounding Serpent is ſo call d, in 
regard that at the extremity of its Tail, it has a fort 
of a Caſe, containing certain bones which make 
ſuch a noiſe when the Serpent creeps along, that 
*tis heard thirty Paces off. Theſe Serpents betake 
themſelves to flight when they hear the ſound of 
Mens Feet, and commonly ſleep in the Sun either 
in green Fields, or open Woods. They never ſting 
but when they are trod upon. 

The Loving Frogs are fo call'd with reſpect to theic 

1 croaking, which ſounds like the lowing of an Oxe. 
mm Theſe Frogs are twice as large as thoſe we have in 
Europe. The Canada Gad. Bees are a ſort of Flies a- 
| bout twice as big as Bees; but of the ſame form with 
- is a common Fly. They ſting only between Noon, 
3 and three a Clock in the Afternoon; but then they 
a doit ſo violently, that they fetch Blood. However, 
tis only upon certain Rivers that they are met with. 
in The Brulots are a fort of Hand-worms, which 
i cleave ſo hard to the Skin, that their pricking occa- 
| ſions the ſame ſenſe, as if *twere a burning Coal, or 
" nt a a ſpark of Fire. Theſe little Animals are unper- 
1 ceivable, thougn at the lame time they are pretty 
1 numerous. 
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1 The Names of the Fiſh in the River of St, Laurence, 
t from its Mouth ta the Lakes of Canada. 

n | | 

e Balenots or little Whales. 


t A Fiſh almoſt as big as a Whale, call'd Soufflenr. 
White Porpoiſes. 
Salmon, ſuch as we have in Europe. 


Eels. | 
Maycrel, as in Europe, 
Herrings. 

e Gaſperots, a ſmall Fiſh like a Herring. 

e Baſes. 

1- Shad-fiſh. 

n Cod-fiſh. 

t Plaices. 

de Smelts. 

Ti Turbots. 

de Pikes. 5 

of The Gold-colour'd Fiſh. 

er Roaches. 9 8 


8 Lampreys. 
Merles or Sea-Tench. 
ier Thornbacks. | 


6: Cungars. 
in Sea-Cows, a kind of Porpoiſes. 
a- 


h The Shell- Fiſh, 
n, Little Lobſters; c 
V Crab: fiſn. 


r, Cockles. | 1 
M. uſcles. YM? 
h | | | 4 
a- The Fiſh that are found in the Lakes of Canada, and iv + 
or the Rivers that fall into em. | | 16 
1 i 
ty Sturgeons. . =_ 
The Armed Fiſh. . 1 
he 2 


T'routs, | 
' 
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Trouts. | 
White-Fiſh. 

A fort of Herrings. | 
Eels. | 
Mullets. 

Carp. 

Gull-Fiſh. 

Gudgeons. 


—— 


The Fiſh found in the River of Miſſiſipi. 


Pikes, ſuch as we have in Europe. 
Carps. 


Tench. 
Perches. - - 


Dabs, and ſeveral others that are not known in 
Europe. 


A Deſcription of the Fiſh that are not mention d in the 
Letters. 


Thoſe between H E Balenot is a fort of a Whale, 
the Mouth of 


„ only 'tis leſs and more fleſhy, and 
the Lakes does not yield Oil in proportion to the 

Northern Whales. This Fiſh goes fifty 
or ſixty Leagues up the River. 

The Souffeurs are much of the ſame ſize, only 
they are ſhorter and blacker. When they mean to 
take breath after diving, they ſquirt out the Water 
through a hole behind their Head, after the ſame 
manner with the Whales. Commonly, they dog 
the Ships in the River of St. Laurence. | 

The bite Por poiſes are as big as Oxen. They al- 
ways go along with the Current; and go up with 
the cide till they come at freſh Water, upon which 
they retire with the ebb Water. They are a ghaſtly 
fort of Animals, and are frequently taken before 
Quebec, The 


of Paws cut like a Gooſe's Foot, their Head reſem- 
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The Gaſperots are a ſmall Fiſh, not unlike a Her- 
ring. In the Summer time they make in to the ſhoar 
in ſuch ſhoals, that the Cod-fiſhers take as many 
of 'em as ſerves for Bait for that Fiſhery. Theſe 
Fiſhermen do likewiſe make uſe of Herrings, when 
the ſeaſon obliges them to put into the ſhoar to 
Spawn. In a word, all the Fiſh that are made uſe 
of for a Bait to make the Codfiſh bite at the Hook, 
are call'd Boete in the Fiſhermens Diale&. _ 

The Gold-coliur'd Fiſh are nice Food. They are 
about fifteen Inches long ; their Scales are yellow, 
and they are valued very high. 

The Sea-Cows, which are a ſort of Porpoiſes, are 
bigger than the Normandy Beeves. They have a fort 


bles that of an Otter; and their Teeth, which are 
two Inches thick, and nine Inches long, are reck- 
on'd the fineſt Ivory that is. *Tis ſaid that they 
range wideof theſhoar, towards Sandy and Marſhy 

laces. : | 
l The Lobſters of this River ſeem to be exactly the 
ſame with thoſe we have in Europe. 

The Cockles are of a piece, with thoſe we have 
upon the coaſt of France, excepting that they are 
larger, and have a more agreeable taſte, though 
their Fleſh ſeems to partake more of crudity and 
indigeſtion. | 

The Muſcles of this River are prodigious large, 
and taſte very well; but tis next to an impoſſibility 
to eat em without breaking one's Teeth, by reaſon 
of their being ſtuff d with Pearl; I call it Pearl, tho 
the name of Gravel or Sand may be more proper, 
with reſpect to its value, for I brought to Paris fifty 
or ſixty of the largeſt and fineſt, which were rated 
only at a penny a piece; notwithſtanding that we 
had broke above two thouſand Muſcles to make up 
that number. 
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The Lake-Sturgeons are commonly five or ſix Foot 
long: But I once ſaw one of ten Foot, and ano- 
ther of twelve in length. The Savages catch em 
with Nets in the Winter, and Grapples in the Sum- 
mer. *Tis ſaid, they have a certain ſort of Fleſh a- 
bout their Head, that taſts like Beef, Mutton, and 
Veal; but J have eat of it ſeveral times, and ne- 
ver could obſerve any ſuch thing, which makes me 
look upon the allegation as chimerical. 

The Fiſh in Armour, is about three Foot and a 

half long. Tis defended by ſuch ſtrong and hard 
Scales, that tis impoſſible for any other Fiſh to hurt 
it. Its Enemies are Trouts and Roaches, but *tis 
admirably well provided for the repulſing of their 
Attacks, by vertue of its pointed Snout, which is 
a Foot long, and as hard as its Skin. It eats very 
well, and its Fleſh or Subſtance is as firm as tis 
—_ _- 
The Lake Dabs or Sandings are not above a Foot 
long, but they are very thick all over. They are 
call'd Barbues in French, with alluſion to a certain 
fort of Beards that hang down from the ſide of their 
Muzzle, and are as big as ears of Corn. Thoſe 
which we find in the River of Miſſiſoi, are of a 
monſtrous ſize. Both the one and the other are 
catch'd with a Hook, as well as with a Net; and 
make very good Victuals. 

The Miſſiſipi Carps are likewiſe of an extraordina- 
ry ſize, and admirably well taſted. They are of 
the ſame form with ours. In the Autumn they put 
in — the ſhoar, and are eaſily catch'd with 
« Net. | 
The largeſt Trouts we meet with in the Lakes, are 
five Foot and a half long, and of one Foot Diameter. 
Their fleſh is red, and they are catch'd with great 
Hooks made faſt to pieces of Wire. 
be Fiſh catch'd in the Lakes, are better than 
thoſe we take at Sea, or in the Rivers, reaps 

the 


to North America. 247 


the white Fiſn, which for goodneſs and nice Eat- 
ing, are far beyond all the other Species. The Sa- 
vages that live upon the ſides of thoſe little freſh- 
water Seas, prefer the Broth of Fiſh, to Meat broth, 
when they are indiſpos'd. This choice they ground 
upon experience; whereas the French on the other 
hand find that Veniſon Broth is at once more ſub- 
ſtantial and reſtorative. 

The Rivers of Canada are repleniſh'd with an in- 
finity of other fiſhes, that are not known in Europe. 
The Fiſh catch'd in the North- Country Rivers, are 
different from thoſe of the South; and thoſe taken 
in the Long River, which diſimbogues into the Ri- 
ver of Miſſiſipi, ſavour fo rank of Mud and Clay, 
that tis impoſſible to eat of em; abating for a ſort 
of little Trouts that the Savages take in the adjacent 


Lakes, which make a tolerable Meſs. 


The Rivers of the Otentats, and the Miſoars, pro- 
duce ſuch odd ſhap'd fiſhes, that 'tis impoſſible to 
deſcribe *em without they were drawn upon Paper. 
Theſe Fiſhes taſts but ſorrily, and yet the Savages love 
it mightily, which I take to proceed from their know- 
ing no better. 
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The Trees aud Fruits of the South Countries of Canada. 


—_— as We have in Europe, 
Bitter Cherry-trees. 
Maple-trees, | 
Aſh-trees. 
Elms. 
Linden-trees 


Ouch as we have in Europe, 


Nut- trees of two forts. 


Cheſnut- trees. 
Apple: trees. 
R 4 Pear trees. 
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Pear-trees. 

Plum-trees. 

Cherry-trees. 

Hazel-trees, ſuch as we have in Europe. 
Vines. 

A ſort of Citrons. 

Water Melons. 

Sweet Citruls. 

Wild Gooſeberries. 

Pine-apples. | 

Tobacco, ſuch as our Spaniſh Tobacco, 


The Trees and Fruits of the North Countries of Canada. 


White Oak. | 
Red Oak. 
Birch-trees. 

Bitter Cherry-trees. 
Mapple-trees. 
Pine-crees. 

Epinettes. 

Fir- trees of three ſorts. 

Peruſſes. | 

Cedar-trees. | 

Aſpin-trees. 

White Wood. 

Alder-trees. 

Maiden Hair. 

Strawberries. 

Rasberries. 

Gooſeberries. 
luets. 


*** 


— —— 


F — 
. IS Ir EIS = —— ES 


gm 1 O 


{ 
. 
Fl 
ö 
* . 
\ 
vii 
» | 
. *. 
N 
y' 
x 
j 
U 
110 
6 
N 
5 . 
wah + 
i, 
ls 
ö & 
4.3 
I 
4140 
+ y 
3H 4 
4 op 'K 
( {1 
AJ 
* 
4 
1 ö 
177 
1 h 
1 
"i 
x N 
. 1 
465 " 
„ " 1 
. 
3 
1 
nw 
ith 
4 
ol 
15 
1 
ſl 
17 
N 
. 
700 
5 
It 
N 


— 


A Deſcription of the above-mention'd Trees and Fruits. 
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YOU muſt remark, that all the Wood of 
| Canada is good of its kind. The Trees 
that ſtand expos d to the North-Winds are apt 

| to 
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to be influenc'd by the Froſt, as it appears from the 


chops and chinks that it occaſions” © 

The Bitter Cherry-tree, has a hard and whitiſh 
Wood, with a grey Bark. Some of 'em are as tall 
as the loftyeſt Oaks, and as big as a Hogſhead. 
This Tree grows ſtreight; it has an oval Leaf, and 
is made uſe of in Beams, Rafters, and other Car- 
penter's work. ons 

The Mapple-tree is much of the ſame height and 
bulk ; but it has a brown Bark, and the Wood is 
reddiſh. It bears no reſemblance to that ſort we have 
in Europe. It yields a Sap, which has a much plea- 
{anter taſte than the beſt Limonade or Cherry-wa- 
ter, and makes the wholſomeſt drink in the World. 
This Liquor is drawn by cutting the Tree two In- 
ches deep in the Wood, the cut being run ſloping 
to the length of ten or twelve Inches. At the lower 
end of this gaſh, a Knife is thruſt into the Tree 
ſlopingly, ſo that the water running along the Cut 
or Gaſh, as through a Gutter, and falling upon the 
Knife that lies acroſs the Channel, runs out upon 


the Knife, which has Veſſels plac'd underneath to 


receiveit. Some Trees will yield five or fix Bottles 
of this water a Day; and ſome Inhabitants of Ca- 
nada, might draw twenty Hogſheads. of it in one 
day, if they would thus cut and notch all the Map- 


ples of their reſpective Plantations. The gaſh do's 


no harm to the Tree. Of this Sap they make Su- 


gar and Syrup, which is fo valuable, that there can't 


be a better remedy for fortifying the Stomach. *Tis 
but few of the Inhabitants that have the patience 
to make Mapple-Water, for as common and uſual 
things are always lighted, fo there's ſcarce any bo- 
dy but Children that give themſelves the trouble of 
gaſhing theſe Trees. To conclude, the North-Coun- 


try Mapples have more Sap than thoſe of the South 


CO} but at the ſame time the Sap is not fo 
weet. 


There 
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There are two ſorts of Nut-trees in this Country. 
The one bears round, and the other long, Nuts ; 
but neither of 'em is good for any thing, no more 
than the wild Cheſnuts that grow in the 7ineſe 
Country. | 

The Apples that grow upon ſome of their Ap. 
ple-trees, eat well when they are Codled, but they 
are good for nothing when they're Raw. Upon 
the Miſi/ipiindeed, there's a fort of Apples that have 
a taſte not unlike that of ſome European Apples. The 
| Pears are good, but very ſcarce. 

The Cherries are ſmall, and extream red ; and 
though their taſte is not good, yet the Roe-bucks 
like em ſo well, that in the Summer time they ſcarce 
ever miſs to lye under the Cherry-trees all Night 
long. eſpecially if it blows hard. 

This Country affords threeforts of excellent Plums, 
which bear no reſemblance to ours either in figure 
or colour. Some are long and ſmall, ſome are round 
and thick, and ſome very little. 

The Vines twine round the Treesto the very top ; 
and the Branches of thoſe Trees are ſo cover'd with © 
Grapes, that one would take the Grape to be the 
fruit of the Tree. In ſome Countries of North- 
America, the Grape is little, but very well taſted ;_ 
but towards the Miſſizpi, tis long and thick, and fo 
is the cluſter. There has been ſome Wine preſs'd 
from the Grapes of that Country, which after long 
| ſtanding became as ſweet as Canary, and as black 

as Ink. 

The Citrons of North-America are fo call'd, only 
becauſe their form reſembles that of our Citron. 
Inſtead ofa Rind, they have only a fingle Skin. They 
grow upon a Plant that riſes three Foot high,and do's 
not bear above three or four at a time. This Fruit 
is as wholſom as its Root is dangerous; for the one 
is very Healthy, and the juice of the other is a mor- 
tal ſubtile Poyſon, While I ſtay'd at Fort Fronte- 
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nac, in the year 1684, I ſaw an Iroqueſe Woman 


take down this fatal Potion, with a deſign to fol- 


low her deceas'd Husband ; after ſhe had took leave 


of her Friends, and ſung the Death Song, with the 


Formalities that are uſual among theſe blind Wretch- 
es. The Poiſon quickly work'd the defir'd effect; 
for this Widdow, who in Europe would be juſtly 
look'd upon as a miracle of Conſtancy and Fideli- 
ty, had no ſooner ſwallowed the murdering Juice, 
A fell into two or three ſhivering Fits, and ſo 
expir'd. 

The Water-Melons, call'd by the Spaniards Algiers 
Melons, are round and thick like a Ball; ſome are 
red, and ſome white, and the kernels, which are 
very large, are ſometimes black, ſometimes red, 
As for their taſte, tis exactly the ſame with that of 
the Spaniſh or Portugueze Melons. 

The Citruls of this Country are ſweet, and of a 
different nature from thoſe of Europe; and I'm in- 
form'd, that the American Citruls will not grow in 


Europe. They are as big as our Melons; and their 


Pulp is as yellow as Saffron. Commonly they are 


bak'd in Ovens, but the better way is to roaſt *em 


under the Embers, as the Savages do. Their taſte 


is much the ſame with that of che Marmelade of 
Apples, only they are ſweeter. One may eat as 


much of em as he pleaſes, without fearing any diſ- 
order from 'em. 

The wild Gooſeberries are good for nothing, but 
for Confits : But that fort of Confits are ſeldom 
made, for Sugar is too dear in Canada, to be im- 
ploy'd for ſuch uſes, 
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A Deſcription of the Trees and Fruits of the Northern Coun= 


tries. 


H E Canada Birch- trees are much different from 
1 thoſe we have in ſome Provinces of France; 
both for bulk and quality. The Savages make Ca- 
nows of their Bark, ſome of which is red, and ſome 
white; but both are equally proper for that uſe. 
That which has the feweſt Veins and Chops, is the 
beft ; but the red bark makes the fineſt ſhow. There 
are ſome little Baskets made of the young Birches, 
that are much eſteem'd in Fance; and Books may be 
made of *em, the Leaves of which will be as fine 
as Paper. This I can ſpeak by experience, for I 
have frequently made uſe of em for want of Pa- 
per, in writing the Journal of my Voyages. Nay, 
i remember I have ſeen in a certain Library in 
France, a Manuſcript of the Goſpel of St. Matthew, 
written in Greek upon this ſort of Bark; and, which 
is yet more ſurpiiſing, T was then told, that it had 
been written above a thouſand years; and at the 
fame time I dare ſwear, that twas the Genuine 
Birch-bark of New-France, which in all appearance 
was not then diſcover'd. 

The Pine trees are very tall, ſtraight, and thick; 
and are made uſe of for Maſts, which the Kings 
Pinks do oftentimes tranſport to France. Tis ſaid, 
that ſome of theſe Trees are big enough, to ſerve 
for a Maſt to a Firſt-rate Ship. 

The Epinette is a ſort of a Pine, with a ſharper and 
thicker Leaf. *Tis made uſe of in Carpenters work, 
and the matter which drains from it, ſmells as ſweet 
as Incenſe. 

There are three ſorts of Firs in this Country, which 
are ſaw'd into Dales by certain Mills, that the Que- 
bee Merchants have causd to be built in ſome 
places. | 

The 
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The Peruſſe is the propereſt of all green Woods 
for the building of Ships, upon the conſideration that 
tis compacter, and has cloſer Pores, ſo that it do's 
not ſoak or drink in the moiſture as much as others. 

Here are two ſorts of Cedar, namely, the white 
and the red; but one muſt view 'em narrowly be- 
fore he can diſtinguiſh em, by reaſon that both 
of 'em have much the ſame ſort of Bark. Theſe 
Trees are low, buſſly, and full of Branches and lit- 
tle Leaves, reſembling the tag of a Lace. The Wood 
of this Tree, is almoſt as light as Cork; and the 
Savages make uſe of it in the Wreaths and Ribs of 
their Canows. The red ſort looks admirably well, 
and may be made into Houſhold- Goods, which will 
retain an agreeable ſmell for ever. 

The Aſps are little Shrubs, which grow upon the 
ſides of Pools or Rivers; and in a word, in 
moiſt and marſhy Countries. This Wood is the 
common food of the Beavers, who, in imitation of 
the Ants, take care to make a collection of it round 
their Hutts in the Autumn, which ſerves em for 
ſuſtenance when the Ice impriſons em in Winter. 

The White Mood is a midling fort of Tree, that's 
neither too big nor too little. Tis almoſt as light 
as Cedar, and as eafily work'd upon. The Inha- 
bitants of Canada make little Canows of it, for fiſh- 
ing and croſſing the Rivers. 

Maidenbair is as common in the Forreſts of Caua- 
da, as Fern is in thoſe of Fance, and is eſteem'd be- 
yond that of other Countries; inſomuch, that the 
Inhabitants of Quebec prepare great quantities of its 
Syrup, which they fend to Paris, Nazts, Rowan, and 
{ſeveral other Cities in France. 

Strawberries and Rasberries, are wonderfully plenti- 
ful in Canada, and taſte extrceam well. We meet 


likewiſe with ſome white Gooſeberries in this Coun- 


try; but they ſerve for no uſe, unleſs it be to make 3 
fort of Vinegar of em, that is very ſtrong. 
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The Bluets are certain little Berries, not unlike 
ſma]l Cherries, only they are black, and perfectly 
round. The Plant upon which they grow, is as big 
as a Rasberry-buſh. Theſe Berries ſerve for ſeveral 
uſes, after they aredry'd in the Sun, orin an Oven; 
for then they make Confits of *em, or put *em into 
Pyes, or infuſe em in Brandy. The North-Coun- 
try Savages make a Crop of 'em in the Summer, 
which affords em very ſeaſonable relief, eſpecially 
when theic hunting comes ſhore. 
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A General View of the Commerce of Canada. 


Come now to give a brief and general account 
of the Commerce of Canada, which I have al- 
ready touch'd upon in my Letters. The Normans 
were the firſt that ſet up this trade, and uſually they 
ſer out from Havre de Grace, or Dieppe; but the Ro- 
chellers have now work'd 'em out ot it, for as much 
as the Rochel Ships furniſh the Inhabitants of that 
Continent with the neceflary Commodities. There 
are likewiſe ſome Ships ſent to Canada from Bour- 
deaux and Bayonne, with Wines, Brandy, Tobacco, 
and Iron. | 

The Ships bound from France to that Country, 
pay no Cuſtom for their Cargo, whether in clear- 
ing in France, or in their entries at Quebec; abating 
for the Brazil Tobacco which pays five Sols a pound; 
that is to ſay, a Roll of 400 pound weight, pays a 
hundred Livres by way of Entry, to the Office of 
the Farmers- General. 

Moſt of the Ships go laden to Canada, and return 
light or empty. Some indeed bring horne Peaſe 
when they are good cheap in the Colony, and o- 
thers take in a Cargo of Planks and Boards: Others 
again go to the Iſland of Cape Breton, and _ 

| | | tak 
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take in a Cargoe of Pit-Coal, which they carry to 
the Iſlands of Martinico or Guardaloupa, where the 
refining of Sugars occaſions a great conſumption of 
Coals. But thoſe Ships which either belong, or are 
recommended to the topping Merchants of the Co- My 
lony, are fraughted with Skins, which turns to a 4 | 
great account. I have ſeen ſome Ships unload at 7 
Quebec, and then ſteer to Placentia, to take in Cod- 
fiſh which they purchas'd with ready Mony; but 
generally ſpeaking, there's more loſt than got by that 
way of trading. The Merchant that has carried 
on the greateſt trade in Canada, is the Sieur Samuel 
Bernon of Rochel, who has great Ware-Houſes at 
Quebec, from which the Inhabitants of the other 
Towns are ſupplied with ſuch Commodities as they 
want. Tis true, there are ſome Merchants at Que- 
bec, who are indifferent rich, and fit out Ships upon 

their own bottom, that ply to and again betwee 
France and Canada; and theſe Merchants have their 
Correſpondents at Rochel, who ſend out and take in 

every year the Cargoes of their Ships. 

There's no difference between the Pyrates that 
ſcowr the Seas, and the Canada Merchants; unleſs 
it be this, that the former ſometimes inrich 'emſelves 
all of a ſudden by a good Prize; and that the lat- 
ter can't make their fortune without trading for five 
or ſix years, and that without running the hazard 
of their Lives. I have known twenty little Ped- 
lars that had not above a thouſand Crowns ſtock 
when I arriv'd at Quebec, in the year 1683 ; and 
when I left that place, had got to the tune of 
twelve thouſand Crowns. Tis an unqueſtion'd truth, 
that they get fifty per Cent upon all the Goods they 1 
deal in, whether they buy em up upon the arrival 1 
of the Ships at Quebec, or have em from France by 1 
way of Commillion ; but over and above that, 1 
there are ſome little gaudy Trinkets, ſuch as Rib- # 
bands, Laces, Embroideries, Tobacco-Boxes, Watch- [- 
. 
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es, and an infinity of other baubles of Iron Ware, 


upon which they get a hundred and fifty per Cent, 
all Coſts clear. : 

In this Country a Hogſhead of Bourdeaux Wine, 
which contains 250 Bottles, is worth about forty 
French Livres, in time of Peace, and ſixty in time 
of War. A Hogſhead of Nants or Bayonne Brandy, 
will fetch 80 or a 100 Livres. In the Taverns a 
Bottle of Wine coſts ſix French Sous, and a Bottle 
of Brandy is ſold for twenty. As for dry Com- 
modities, their price riſes and falls upon occaſion. 
Bræzil Tobacco is worth 40 Sous a pound by way 
of Retail, and 35 by Wholeſale. Sugar will fetch 


at Jeaſt 20 Sous a pound, and ſometimes 25 or 30. 


The earlieſt Ships that come from France, fer ou 
commonly in the latter end of April, or the beginning 
of May; but to my mind, they might ſhorten their 
Voyage by one half, if thev put to Sea about the 
middle af March, and then ſweep'd along the North 
Coaſt of the Azores Iſlands; for in thoſe Seas the 
South and South-Eaſt Winds commonly blow from 
the beginning of April, to the end of May. I have 
mention d this ſæveral times to the moſt expert Pi- 
lots; but they (hill put me off with the plea, that 
they dare not ſteer that Courſe for fear of ſome 
Rocks: And yet theſe Rocks are not to be met with 


but in their Charts. I have read ſome Deſcripti- 


ons of the Ports, Roads, and Coaſts of theſe Iſlands, 
and of the adjacent Seas, done by the Portuguexe, 
which make no mention of the Shelves that are 
chalk'd down in all our Charts: On the contrary, 
they affirm that the Coaſt of theſe Iſlands is alto- 
gether clear, and that for twenty Leagues off into 
the Main, theſe imaginary Rocks were never met 
with. 

As ſoon as the French Ships arrive at Quebec, the 
Merchants of that City who have their Factours in 


the ocher Towns, load their Barques with 3 
order 
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order to tranſport em to theſe other Towns. Such 
Merchants as act for themſelves at Trois Rivieres, or 
Monreal, they come down in Perſon to Quebec to Mar- 
ket for themſelves, and then put their Effects on board 
of Barques, to be convey'd home. If they pay for their 
Goods in Skins, they buy cheaper than if they made 
their payments in Money or Letters of Exchange; 
by reaſon that the Seller gets conſiderably by the 
Skins when he returns to France. Now, you muſt 
take notice, that all theſe Skins are bought up from 
the Inhabitants, or from the Savages, upon which the 
Merchants are conſiderable Gainers. To give you 
an inſtance of this matter. A Perſon that lives in the 
Neighbourhood of Quebec, carries a dozen of Mar- 
tins Skins, five or fix Foxes Skins, and as many Skins 
of wild Cats, to a Merchants Houſe, in order to 
ſell 'em for Woollen Cloth, Linnen, Arms, Ammu- 
nition, Cc. In the truck of theſe Skins, the Mer- 
chant draws a double profit, one upon the ſcore of 
his paying no more for the Skins, than one half of 
what he afterwards ſells em for in the lump to the 
Factours for the Rochel Ships; and the other by the 
exorbitant rate he puts upon the Goods that the 
poor Planter takes in exchange for his Skins. If this 
be duly weigh'd, we will not think it ſtrange that 
theſe Merchants have a more beneficial Trade, than 
a great many other Tradeſmen in the World. In 
my ſeventh and eighth Letter, I related the particu- 
lars of the Commerce of this Country, eſpecially 
that which the Inhabitants carry on wich the Sava- 
ges, Who ſupply em with the Skins of Beavers, and 
other Animals. So that now it remains only to 
give you an Inventory of the Goods that are pro- 
per for the Savages, and of the Skins which they 
gie in exchange, together with their neat Prices. 
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Short and light Fuſees. 
Powder. 
Ball and cut Lead, or Small-ſhot. 
Axes both great and ſmall. 
Knives with their Sheaths. 
Sward-blades to make Darts of. 
Kettles of all ſizes. 
Shoomakers Awls. 
Fiſh-hooks, of all ſizes. 
Flint Stones. 
Caps of blew Serge. | 
Shirts made of the common Brittany Linnen. 
Woolſted Stockins, ſhort and coarſe. 
Braſil Tobacco. 
Coarſe whice Thread for Nets. 
Sewing Thread of ſeveral colours. 
Pack-thread. 
Vermillion. - | 
Needles, both large and ſmall. 
Venice Beads. 
Some Iron Heads for Arrows, but few of em. 
A ſmall quantity of Soap. 
A few Sabres or Cutlaſles. | 
Brandy goes off incomparably well. 


——— 


The Names of the Skins given in exchange, with their 
Rates. | 


H E Skins of Winter Beavers, alias Muſcovy 
Beavers, are worth per pound in the Farmer Ge- 
nerals Warehouſe, = 4 Livres. 10 Sous. 
The Skins of fat Beavers, the Hair of which falls 
off, while the Savages make uſe of em, per pound, 


—— . © 0. 
Of Beavers taken in Autumn, per pound 3 - 
O 


e 
C 
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Livres. Sons. 
Of dry or common Beavers, per pound $7 


Of Summer Beavers, per pound. — 3 00 


The Skin of a white Beaver is not to be valued, 
no more than that of a Fox that's quite black. 


The Skins of Silver-colour'd Foxes a piece. 4 © 
Of common Foxes, in good order, 2 0 
Of the common Martins. — 1 8 
Of the prettyeſt ſort of Martins. 4 0 
Of red and ſmooth Otters. — 2 8 
Of the Winter and brown Otterss — 4 10 
or more. 
Of the fineſt black Bears. —— 7 0 
The Skins of Elks before they're drefs'd, are worth 
per pound about. — —— © 12 
The Skins of Stags are worth per pound about o 8 
The wild Cats or Enfans de Diable, a piece 1 15 
Sea Wolves —.— a piece. — 1 
or more. 
Pole-Cats, and Weaſels — oO 10 
Musk Rats. — — 2 6 
Their Teſticles. — — 8 
Wolves. —— 2 10 
The white Elk-skins, i. e. thoſe dreſs'd by the Sava- 
ges a piece c — 8 or m. 
A dreſs'd Harts Skin is worth ——— 5 orm. 
A Caribous — — — 6 
A Roe-buck's — — 3 


To conclude, you muſt take notice that theſe 
Skins are upon ſome particular occaſions dearer than 
1 rate 'em, but the difference is but very ſmall; 
whether under or over: 
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An Account of the Government of Canada in Ge- 
neral. | 


1 Canada the Politick, Civil, Eccleſiaſtical and 
Military Government, are all in a manner one 
thing, in regard, that the wiſeſt Governours have 
ſubjected their Authority to that of the Eccleſi- 
aſticks; and ſuch Governours as would not imbarque 


in that Intereſt, have found their Poft ſo uneaſie, 


that they have been recall'd with diſgrace. 1 could 
inſtance in ſeveral, who for not adhering to the 
Sentiments of the Biſhop and the Jeſuits, and for 
refuſing to lodge their Power in the hands of theſe 
infallible Gentlemen, have been turn'd out, and 
treated at Court like hot- headed Incendiaries. Mr. 
da Frontenac was one of this number, who made ſuch 
an unhappy exit; for he fell out wich Mr. Duche/- 
nau, Intendant of that Country, who finding him- 
ſelf protected by the Clergy, induſtriouſly inſulted 
that illuſtrious General; and the General was forced 
to give way, under the weight of an Eccleſiaſtical 
League, by reaſon of the Springs they ſet at work 


againſt him, in oppoſition to all the principles of Ho- 


nour and Conſcience. 

The Governour General that means to neglect no 
opportunity of advancing or inriching themſelves, 
do commonly hear two Maſſes a Day, and are ob- 
lig'd to confeſs once in four and twenty hours. 
He has always Clergy-men hanging about him 
where-ever he goes, and indeed properly ſpeaking, 
they are his Counſellours. When a Governour is 
thus back'd by the Clergy ; the Intendants, the Un- 
der- Governours, and the Sovereign Council, dare's 
not cenfure his Conduct, let it be never fo faulty; 
for the protection of the Eccleſtaſticks, ſhelters him 
from all the charges that can be laid againft him. 

The Governour General of Quebec, has twenty 


_ thouſand Crowns a year, including the pay of his 
Com- 
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Company of Guards, and the particular Govern- 
ment of the Fort. Over and above this Income, 
the Farmers of the Beaver- Skins make him a Pre- 
ſent of a thouſand Crowns a year; his Wines and 
all his other Proviſions imported from France pay no 
Fraight; not to mention that by certain ways and 
means he ſucks as much Money out of the Coun- 
try, as all the above mention'd Articles amount to. 
The Intendant has eighteen thouſand Livres a year 
but the Lord knows what he makes otherwiſe : 
T have no mind to touch there, for fear of being 
rank'd among thoſe Detractors, who ſpeak the 
truth too ſincerely. The Biſhops Incomes are fo 
{mall, that if the King were not graciouſly pleas'd 
to add to his Biſhoprick ſome other Benefices tn 
France, that Reverend Prelate would be reduc'd 
to as ſnort Commons, as a hundred of his Chara- 
er are in the Kingdom of Naples. The Major of 
Quebec has fix hundred Crowns a year, the Gover- 
nour of Tros Rivieres has a thouſand ; and the Go- 
vernour of Monreal is allow'd two thouſand. A Cap- 
tain has a hundred and twenty Livres a Month, a Lieu- 
tenant ninety Livres, a reformd Lieutenant is al- 
low'd but forty, and a common Soldier's pay is fix 
Sous a Day, of the current Money of the Country. 
The People repoſe a great deal of confidence in 


the Clergy in this Country as well as elſewhere.” 


Here the outward ſhew of Devotion is ſtrictly ob- 
ſerv'd, for the People dare not abſent from the great 
Maſſes and Sermons, without a lawtul Excuſe. But 
after all, 'tis at the time of Divine Service, that the 
married Women and Maids give their humours a 
full looſe, as being aſſur'd that their Husbands and 
Mothers are buſie at Church. The Prieſts call Peo- 
ple by their names in the Pulpit; they prohibit un- 
der the pain of Fxcommunication, the reading of 
Romances and Plays, as well as the uſe of Masks, 


and playing at Ombre or Lanſquenet. The Jeſu- 
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its and the Recollets agree as ill as the Moliniſts 
and the Janſeniſts. The former pretend that the 
latter have no right to confeſs. Do but look back 
to my eighth Letter, and there you'll ſee ſome in- 


ſtances of the indiſcreet zeal of the Eccleſiaſticks. 
The Governour General has the diſpoſal of all 


Military Poſts; He beſtows Companies, Lieute- 


nancies, and Under. Lieutenancies, upon who he 
pleaſes, with his Majeſty's gracious Approbation; 
but he is not allow'd to diſpoſe of particular Gover- 
nourſhips, or of the place of a Lord Lieutenant of 
a Province, or of the Major of any Town. He is 
impower'd to grant to the Gentry and the other In- 
habitants, Lands and Settlements all over Canada; 
but theſe Grants muſt be given in concert with the 
Intendant. He is likewiſe authoris'd to give five and 
twenty Licences a year to whom he thinks fit, for 
trading with the Savage Nations of that vaſt Con- 
tinent. He is inveſted with the power of ſuſpend- 
ing the execution of Sentences againſt Criminals ; 
and by vertue of this Reprieve, can eaſily pro- 
cure 'em a Pardon, if he has a mind to favour em. 
But he can't diſpoſe of the King's Money, without 
the conſent of the Intendant, who is the only Man 
that can call ic out of the hands of the Treaſurer of 
the Navy. 755 

The Governour General can't be without the ſer- 
vice of the Jeſuits, in making Treaties with the Go- 
vernours of New-England, and New-York, as well as 
with the Troqueſe. J am ata lofs to know, whether 


theſe good Fathers are imploy'd in ſuch Services, - 


upon the ſcore of their judicious Counſels, and their 
being perfectly well acquainted with the Country, 
and the King's true intereſts; or upon the conſi- 
deration of their ſpzaking to a Miracle, the Lan- 
guages of ſo many different Nations, whoſe inte- 
reſt are quite oppoſite; or out of a ſenſe of that con- 
deſcenſion and ſubmiſſion, that is due to theſe worthy 
Companions of our Saviour. The 
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The Members of the ſupreme Council of Cana- 
da, can't fell or convey their Places to their Heirs, or 
to any body elſe without the King's approbation ; 
though at the ſame time their places may be worth 
not ſo much as the place of a Lieutenant to a Compa- 
ny of Foot. When they have nice points under 
their conſideration, they uſually conſult the Prieſts 


or Jeſuits: And if any cauſe comes before em, in 


which theſe good Fathers are intereſs d, they are 
ſure not to be caſt, unleſs it be fo very black, that 
the cunningeſt Lawyer can't give it a plauſible turn, 
Pre been inform'd by ſeveral Perſons, that the Je- 


ſuits drive a great trade in European Commodities, 
and Canada Skins; but I can ſcarce believe it, or at 


leaſt if it be fo, they muſt have Correſnondents 
and Factors that are as cloſe and cunning as 
themſelves ; which can never be. 

The Gentlemen of that Country, are oblig'd to 
be very cautious in carrying even with the Eccleſi- 
aſticks, in reſpect of the good or harm that the good 
Fathers can indirectly throw in their way. Tae 
Biſhop and the Jeſuits have ſuch an influence over 
the Governours General, as is ſufficient to procure 
places to the Children of the Noblemen or Gentle- 
men that are devoted to their Service, or to obtain 
the Licences that I ſpoke of in my eighth Letter. 
Tis likewiſe in their power to ſerve the Daughters 


of ſuch Gentlemen, by finding em agreeable and 


rich Husbands. The meanelt Curates muſt be ma- 
nag'd cautiouſly, for they can either ſerve or diſſerve 
the Gentlemen, in whoſe Seignories they areno more 
than Miſſionaries, there being no fix d Cures in Ca- 
nada, which indeed is a grievance that ought to be 
redreſs d. The Officers of the Army are likewiſe 
oblig'd to keep up a good correſpondence with the 
Ecclefiaſticks, for without that 'tis impoſſible for *em 
to keep their ground. They muſt not only taks 
care that their own conduct be regular; bur likewiſe 

5 lock 
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look after that of the Soldiers, by preventing the 
Diſorders they might commit in their Quarters. 
Commonly che Troops are quarter'd upon the In. 
habitants of the Cotes, or Seignories of Canada, from 
October to May. The Maſter of the Houſe furniſhes 
0 his Military Gueſts only with Utenſils, and imploys 
8 him all the while at the rate of ten Sous a Day beſides 
1 bis Victuals, in the cutting of Wood, grubbing up 
of Grounds, rooting out Stumps, or the threſh- 
ing of Corn in a Barn. The Captain gets likewiſe 
by their work; for to make em diſcount the half of 
their pay to him, he orders 'em to .come thrice a 
Week to exerciſe their Arms at his Quarters. Now, 
their Habitations being diſtant four or five Arpents 
from one another, and one Cote or Seignory being 
two or three Leagues in Front, the Soldiers chooſe 
rather to give the Captain a ſpill, than to walk fo far 
in the Snow and the Dirt : And the Captain takes 
it very conſcientiouſly, upon the plea that Volenti 
non fit injuria. As for ſuch Soldiers as are good 
Tradeſmen, he's ſure of putting their whole pay in 
his Pocket, by vertue of a Licence that he gives em 
to work in the Towns, or any where elſe. In fine, 
moſt of the Officers marry in this Country, but God 
knows what ſort of Marriages they make, in taking 
Girls with a Dowry, conſiſting of eleven Crowns, a 
Cock, a Hen, an Ox, a Cow, and ſometimes 2 
Calf. I knew ſeveral young Women, whoſe Lov- 
ers, after denying the Fact, and proving before the 
Judges the ſcandalous Converſation of their Miſtreſ- 
ſes, were forc'd upon the perſwaſion of the Eccle- 
ſiaſticks to ſwallow the bitter Pill, and take the very 
ſame Girls in Marriage. Some Officers indeed marry 
well, but there are few fuch. The occaſion of their 
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e ther; he muſt then either talk of Marriage, or break 
off all Correſpondence; or if he do's not, both he 
1- and ſhe lies under a Scandal. In this Country a Man 
n can't viſit another Man's Wife, without being cen- 
be ſar'd, as if her Husband was a Cuckold, In fine, 
's a Man can meet with no diverſion here, but that 
s of reading, or eating, or drinking. Though after 
p all, there are ſome Intrigues carry'd on, but with 
the ſame caution as in Spain, where the vertue of 
le the Ladies conſiſts only in diſguiſing the matter hand- 
ff ſomly. 5 7 
a Now, that I am upon the Subje& of Marriage, 
, T can't forbear to acquaint you with a comical Ad- 
ts venture that happen'd to a young Captain, who 
2 woas preſs'd to marry againſt his will, becauſe all his 
le Companicns and-Acquaintances were already buck- 
Ir led. This young Officer having made ſome Viſits 
es to a Counſellor's Daughter, he was deſir'd to tell 
ti what Errand he came upon ; and Mr. de Frontenac 
d himſelf, being related to the young Lady, who is 
n certainly one of the moſt accompliſh'd Ladies of 
N this Age, us'd his utmoſt efforts to ingage the Cap- 
> tain to marry her. The Captain being equally 


d well pleas'd with a free acceſs to the Governom's 
9 Table, and the company of the Lady whom he 
a 
2 


met there not unfrequently ; the Captain, 1 ſay, 
being equally fond of theſe two Advantages, en- 


2 deavour d to ward off the deſign, by asking ſome 

e time to conſider of it. Accordingly, two Months 
{- were granted him ; and after that time was expir'd, 14 
- he had ſtill a mind to let out his Traces, and fo de- 1 
y fird two Months more, which were granted him 1 
y by the Biſhop's interceſſion. When the laſt of theſe 1 
ſy two wasat an end, the Cavalier began to be appre- 1 

n henlive that he was in danger of loſing both his ö 
T good Cheer, and the agreeable company of the La- | 
e dy. However, he was oblig'd to be preſent at a | 

4 Treat that Mr. Nelſon (the Engliſh Gentleman I 


3 ſpoke 
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ſpoke of in my 234 Letter) gave to the two Lovers, as 
well as the Governour, the Intendant, the Biſhop, 
and ſome other Perſons of Note : And this gene- 
rous Evgliſh Gentleman, having a kindneſs for the 
young Ladies Father, and her Brethren, upon the 
ſcore of their trading with one another, made an 


offer of a thouſand Crowns to be paid on the Wed- 


ding Day, which added to a thouſand that the Bi- 
ſhop offer'd, and a thouſand more which ſhe had 
of her own, beſides ſeven or eight thouſand that 
Mr. de Frontenac offer d in Licences, not to menti- 
on the certain proſpect of Preferment ; all theſe 


Items, I ſay, made the Marriage very advantageous 


to the Captain. After they had done eating, he 
was preſs'd to ſign the Contract, but made anſwer, 
thathe had drunk ſome bumpers of heady Wine,and 
his Head was not clear enough for weighing the 

conditions of the Contract; ſo that they wereforc'd 
to put off the matter till the next day. Upon this 
delay he kept his Chamber till Mr. de Frontenac, at 
whoſe Table he us'd to eat, ſent for him in order 
to know his Mind immediately. Then there was 
no room left for ſhuffling ; there was a neceſſity of 
giving a poſitive anſwer to the Governour, who 


ſpoke to him in plain and preciſe terms, and at the 


{ame time reminded him of the favour they had 
ſhewn him, in allowing him ſo much time to con- 
fider of the propos'd Marriage. The young Offi- 
cer reply'd very fairly, that any Man that was ca- 
pable of Marrying after four Months deliberation, 
was a fool in buckling to. J now fee, ſays he, 
© what I am; the eager deſire I had of going to 
© Church with Mademoiſelle D.. .. has now con- 
* vinc'd me of my folly ; if you have a reſpe for 
the Lady, pray do not” ſutfer her to marry a 


young Spark, that is ſo apt to take up with extra- 


* vagant and fooliſh things. As for my own part, Sir, 
* I proteſt ſincerely, that the little reaſon and _ 
| ju % 
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judgment that is left me, will ſerve to comfort 


© me upon the loſs of her, and to teach me to re- 


© pent of having defir'd to make her as unhappy as 
* my ſelf. This Diſcourſe ſurpris'd the Biſhop, the 
Governour, the Intendant, and in general, all the 
other Married Officers, who deſird nothing more 
than that he ſhould be catch'd in the nooſe as well 
as they; ſo true it is, that Solamen miſeris ſocios * 
buiſſe dolor. As they were far from expecting any 
ſuch retractation; ſo the poor reform'd Captain ſuf- 
fer'd for't ; for ſome time after Mr. de Frontenac did 
him a piece of Injuſtice, in beſtowing a vacant 
Company over his Head, upon Madam de Ponchar- 
trains Nephew, notwithſtanding that the Court had 
ſent orders on his behalf; and this oblig'd him to 
go for France along with me in the year 1692. 
To reſume the thread of my Diſcourſe : You muft 
know that the Canadeſe or Creoles, are a robuſt braw- 
ny well made People; they are ſtrong, - vigorous, 
active, brave and indefatigable; in a word, they 


want nothing but the knowledge of polite Letters. 


They are preſumptuous, and very full of them- 
ſelves ; they value themſelves beyond all the Nations 
of the Earth, and, which is to be regrated, they 
have not that veneration for their Parents that is 
due. Their Complexion is wonderfully pretty. The 
Women are generally handſom; few of them are 
brown, but many of em are at once wiſe and lazy. 

They love Luxury to the laſt degree, and ſtrive to 


out-do one another in catching Husbands in the 


trap. 
Theres an infinity of diſorders in Canada, that 
want to be reform'd. The firſt ſtep of a true Re- 
formation, muſt be that of hindring the Eccleſi- 
aſticks to viſit the Inhabitants ſo often, and to pr 
wich ſuch impercinence into the minurte{t affairs of 
the Family; for ſuch practices are frequently con- 
trary to the good of the Society, and that for rea- 
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ſons that you are not ignorant of. The next thing 


to be done, is to prohibit the Officers to ſtop the 


Soldiers pay, and to injoyn em to Diſcipline their 
Men every Holy-day, and every Sunday. In the 
third place, the Commodities ought to be rated at 
a reaſonable price, ſo that the Merchant may have 
his profit, without exacting upon the Inhabitants 
and the Savages. A fourth Article of Reformation, 


ould conſiſt in prohibiting the exporting from 


France to Canada, of Brocado's, Gold and Silver Gal- 


loons or Ribbands, and rich Laces. In a fifth place, 


the Governour General ought not to ſell Licen- 
ces for trading with the Savages of the great 
Lakes. Sixthly, there ought to be fix'd Courts. 
In the ſeventh place, they want to have their Mi- 
litia modell'd and diſciplin'd, that upon occaſion, 
they may be as ſerviceable as the Regular Troops. 
For an eighth Article, the ſetting up Manufacto- 
ries for Linnen, Stuffs, &c. would be very uſeful. 


But the moſt important alteration would conſiſt in 


keeping the Governours, the Intendants, the ſu- 
preme Council, the Biſhops and the Jeſuits, from 
ſplitting into Factions, and making Clubs one a- 


gainſt another; for the conſequences of ſuch Di- 
viſions can't but thwart his Majsſty's Service, and 


the Peace of the Publick. Were this but happily 


effected, that Country would be as rich again as 


tis now. | : 
I wonder that inſtead of baniſhing the Prote- 
ſtants out of France, who inremoving to the Coun- 
tries of our Enemies, have done ſo much damage 
to the Kingdom, by carrying their Money along 
with 'em, and ſetting up ManufaQurizs in thoſe 
Countries; I wonder, I ſay, that the Court did not 
think it more proper to tranſport em to Canada. 
I'm convinc'd, that if they had receiv'd poſitive 
aſſurances of injoying a liberty of Conſcience, a 
great many of em would have made no ſcruple 
0 
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to go thither. Some have reply'd upon this Head, 
that the Remedy had been worſe than the Diſeaſe; 
in regard that ſome time or other they would not 
have fail'd to expel the Catholicks by the aſſiſtance 


of the Ergliſh : But I repreſented to em, that the 


Greeks and Armenians, who are ſubject to the Grand 
Seignior, and at the ſame time are of a Nation 
and Religion that's different from that of the Turks ; 
I repreſented, I ſay, that theſe diſſenting Subjects 
did ſcarce ever implore the aid of foreign Powers, 
in order to rebel and ſhake off the Yoak. In 
fine, we have more reaſon to believe, that if the 
Huguenots had been tranſported to Canada, they had 
never departed from the fealty they ow'd to their 
natural Soveraign. But, let chat be as it will;: I do 
but ſpeak as that King of Arragon did, who Maſt- 
ed, that if God had daign'd to conſult him, he 
could have given him ſeaſonable advice with refe- 
rence to the ſymmetry and the courſes of the Stars: 
For in like manner, I do affirm, that if the Coun- 
cil of State had follow'd my Scheme, in the ſpace 
of thirty or forty years, New-France would have be- 


come a finer and more flouriſhing Kingdom, than 


ſeveral others in Europe. 


a —AK—_— " a _ — _ 


A Diſcourſe of the Intereſ# of the French, and of the 
Englith, in North-America. 


Ince New-France and New-England ſubſiſt only 
upon the Cod-Fiſhery, and the Fur-trade, tis 
the intereſt of theſe two Colonies to inlarge the 
number of the Ships imploy'd in the Fiſhery, and 
to incourage the Savages to hunt and ſhoot Bea- 
vers, by furniſhing them with what Arms and Am- 
munition theyhave occaſion for. Tis well known, 
that there's a great conſumption of Codfiſh in the 
Southern 
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Southern Countries of Europe, and that few Com- 
modities meet with a better and readier Market, eſ- 
pecially if they are good and well cur'd. 

Thoſe who alledge that the deſtruction of the Jro- 
queſe, would promote the intereſt of the Colonies 
of Neu, France, are ſtrangers to the true intereſt of 
that Country ; for if that were once accompliſh'd, 
the Savages who are now the French Allies, would 
turn their greateſt Enemies, as being then rid of 
their other fears. They would not fail to call in 
the Engliſh, by reaſon that their Commodities are 
at once cheaper, and more eſteem'd than ours ; 
and by that means the whole Commerce of that wide 
Country, would be wreſted out of our hands. 

I gonclude therefore, that *tis the intereſt of the 
Bent to weaken the Iroqueſe, but not to ſee em 
intirely defeated. I own, that at this day they are 
too ſtrong, inſomuch that they cut the Throats 
of the Savages our Allies every day. They have 
nothing leſs in view, than to cut off all the Nati- 
ons they know, let their Situation be never ſo re- 
mote from their Country. *Tis our buſineſs to re- 
duce 'em to one half of the power they are now 
poſſeſs d of, if twere poſſible; but we do not go 
the right way to work. Above theſe thirty 
years, their ancient Counſellors have ſtill remon- 
ſtrated to the Warriours of the five Nations, that 
'twas expedient to cut off all the Savage Nations 
of Canada, in order to ruine the Commerce of the 
French, and after that to diſlodge em of che Conti- 
nent. With this view they have carry'd the War 
above four or five hundred Leagues off their Coun- 
try, after the deſtroying of ſeveral different Nations 
in ſeveral places, as I ſhew'd you before. 

"T would be no difficult matter for the French to 
draw the Iroqueſe over to their ſide, to keep em from 
plaguing the French Allies, and at the ſame time 
to ingrofs all the Commerce with the five Iroqueſs 
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Nations, that is now in the hands of the Engliſh in 
New-York. This might be eafily put in execucion, 


provided the King wouldallow ten thouſand Crowns 


a year, for that end. The method of effecting it 
is this. In the firſt place, the Barques that were for- 
merly made uſe of about Fort Frontenac, muſt be 
rebuilt, in order to convey to the Rivers of the Jonon- 
touans and the Onontagues, ſuch Commodities as are 
proper for em, and to ſell em for the prime coſt 
in France. Now this would put the King to the 
charge of about ten thouſand Crowns for fraight; 
and I'm perſwaded, that upon that foot the IroJueſe 
would not be ſuch fools as to carry ſo much as one 


Beaver to the Eng/iſh Colonies, and that for four 


Reaſons. The firſt is, that, whereas they muſt 
tranſpore 'em ſixty or eighty Leagues upon their 
backs to New-York, they have not above ſeven or 
eight Leagues travelling from their own Villages, 
to the banks of the Lake of Frontenac. For a ſe- 
cond reaſon, tis manifeſt that the Engliſh can't poſ- 
ſibly let em have their Commodities fo cheap, 
without being conſiderable loſers, and that there- 
upon every Merchant would drop that fort of Trade. 
The third is drawn from the difficulty of having 
Subſiſtance upon the Road between the Iroqueſe Vil- 
lages and New-York; for the Iroqueſe go thither 
in great Bodies, for fear of being ſurprisd, and I 
acquainted you before ſeveral times, that there's no 
Veniſon in that ſide of the Country. The fourth 
reaſon is this. In marching fo far from their Villa- 
ges, they expoſe their Wives, their Children, and 
their ſuperannuated Men, for a prey to their Ene- 


mies, who upon that occaſion may either kill em, 


or carry em off; and of this we have two Inſtan- 
ces already. Over and above the cheapneſs of our 
Commodities, twould likewiſe be requiſite that we 


made em Preſents every year, and at the ſame 


time intreated em not to diſturb the repoſe of our 
| Con- 
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. .onfederate Savages , who are ſuch fools, as to 
wage War one with another, inftead of entring in- 
to a joint League in oppoſition to the Troqueſe, the 


moſt redoubted of their Enemies, and thoſe whom 
they have moſt reaſon to fear. In a word, if we 


would manage our affairs with the Iroqueſe to the 
beſt advantage, we ought to put in execution that 
Project that I mention'd in my 234d Letter. 

I Toalledge that theſe Barbarians have a dependance 
upon the Engliſh, is a fooliſh Plea : For they are fo 
far from owning any dependance, that when they 
go to New-York to truck their Skins, they have the 
confidence to put rates upon the Goods they have 
_ occaſion for, when the Merchants offer to raiſe 
their price. I have intimated already ſeveral times, 
that their reſpet for the Engliſh, is tack d to the 
occaſion they have to make uſe of em; that this is 
the only motive which induces 'em to treat the 
Engliſh as their Brethren, and their Friends; and 
that if the French would ſell em the Neceſſaries of 


Life, as well as Arms and Ammunition, at eaſier 


rates, they would not make many journeys to the 
Engliſh Colonies. This is a conſideration that ought 
to be chiefly in our view; for if we minded it to 
the purpoſe, they would be cautious of inſulting 
our Savage Confederates, as well as our ſelves. The 
Governours General of Canada would do well to 
imploy the ſenſible Men of the Country that are 
acquainted with our Confederates, in preſſing em 
ro live in a good correſpondence wich one another, 
without waging War among themſelves ; for moſt 
of the Southern Nations worm out one another in- 
ſenſibly, which affords matter of joy to the Iroqueſe. 
Now, twere an eaſie matter to prevent this fatal 
mouldering, by threatning to give 'em no further 
ſupplies of Commodities in their Villages. To this 
precaution, we ought to add that of indeavouring 
to ingage two or three Nations to live — 5 
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| to North. America. 
the Outaoua, for inſtance, with the Hurons; the 


Saks with the Pouteouatamu, aliàs Puants. If all thoſe. 


Nations who are imbai qued in a Confederacy wich 
us, would but agree one wich another, and put up 


their quarrels, they would give themſelves wholly 


to the hunting of Beavers, which would tend to the 
inlarging of our Commerce; and beſides, -:ey 
would be in a condition of making one joint Body, 
when the Iroqueſe offer'd to attack either one or t'other. 

"Tis the intereſt of the Engliſh to perſwade theſe 
Nations, that the French have nothing leſs in view, 
than to deſtroy them as ſoon as they meet with an 
opportunity; that the growing populouſneſs of Ca- 
nada, is a ſufficient ground of alarm; that they 
ought to avoid all Commerce with the French, for 
fear of being betray'd in any way whatſoever 


that to hinder the repairing of Fort Frontenac, and 


the rebuilding of Barques for that Lake, is ro them 
a thing of the laſt Importance, by reaſon that the 
French might in four and twenty hours, make a Deſ- 
cent from thence to their Villages, and carry off 
their ancient Men, their Women and their Chil- 
dren, at a time when the Warriours might be in- 
gag d in the hunting of Beavers; That they would 
promote their own intereſt by waging War with the 
French from time to time, by ravaging the Seignories 
and Settlements in the upper part of che Country, 
in order to oblige the Inhabitants to abdicate the 
Colony, and to diſcourage thoſe who would other- 
wiſe remove out of France, and ſettle in Canada; 
and in fine, That in time of Peace twould be very 
proper to ſtop the Coureurs de Bois at the Cataracts of 
the Outaouas River, and to ſeize the Arms and Ammu- 
nition that they carry to the Savages upon the Lakes. 

Farther, if the Engliſh would purſue their mea- 
ſures to the beſt advantage, they ought to ingage 
the Tjononrouans or the Goyoguans to go and ſettle 
upon the Banks of the Lake Errie, near the Mouth 
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of the River of Cond? ; and at the ſame time they 
ought to build a Fort there, with ſome long Barques 
or. Brigantines : For this is the moſt convenient and 
advantageous Poſt of all that Country, and that for 
an infinity of Reaſons which I am oblig'd to con- 
ceal. Beſides this Fort, they ſhould build another 
at the Mouth of the River des Frangois ; and then 
*£would be abſolutely impoſſible for the Coureurs de 
Bois to reach the Lakes. | e 
They ought likewiſe to ingage the Savages of 
Acadia in their intereſt; which they 8 do with 
little charge. The Planters of New-England ſhould 
mind this, as well as the fortifying of the Ports 
in which they fiſh their Cod. As for the fitting 
out of Fleets to deſtroy the Colony, I would not 
adviſe the Engliſh to give themſelves that trouble; 
for ſuppoſing they were aſſur'd of Succeſs, tis but 
ſome places that can be reckon'd worth the while. 
To conclude; I muſt ſay the Engliſh in theſe 
Colonies are too careleſs and lazy: The French 
Coureurs do. Bois, are much readier for Enterpri- 
ſes, and the Canadeſe are certainly more vigi- 
lant and more active. It behoves the Inhabi- 
tants of New-York to inlarge their Fur- trade by 
well concerted Enterpriſes; and thoſe of New- 
England, to render the cg more benefici- 
al to the Colony, by taking ſuch meaſures as 
many other People would, it they were as advan- 
tageouſly ſeated. I do not intend to ſpeak of the 
limits vt New. Franre, and New-England, for they 
were never well adjuſted ; though indeed twould 
ſeem that in feveral Treaties of Peace between 
theſe two Kingdoms, the Boundaries were in a 
manner maik d out in ſome places. Whatever 
is in that matter, the deciſion of ic is too nice a 
point for one that can't open his mind without 
pulling an old Houſe upon his Head. i 


The End of the Firſt Volume. 
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A TABLE explaining ſome Terms 
made uſe of in both Volumes. 


A. 


Strolabe is a Mathematical Inſtrument that can 
ſcarce be uſed in the Ocean by reaſon of the Waves. 
' There are two ſorts of them. The firſt are made 
uſe of by Eaſt- India Maſters, at a time when the Sea 
is as ſmooth as the face of a Looking-glaſs. This ſort 
are ſerviceable in taking the heighth of the Sun, by the 


means of two little Pins, which are bor d ſo as to have 


; two dioptrick Perforations, that ſerve to conduct the 
t rays of light to that Luminary. The latter are ſuch as 
the Mathematicians commonly make ule of for Aſtronomi- 
ſe cal Obſervations, and are furbiſh'd with Azimuths, 
h Almucantara's, Loxodromick Tables, and theConcentrick 
i- and Excentrick Tables of the Sphere. Hepsnl. b. 7. qu- 
1 B. | 
y Bank of New-found-land, or Bank in general, is a 
* riſing Ground in the Sea, which ſhoots like a Hat beyond 
2h the other brims. The Bank of New-found land has 
" thirty or forty Fathom Water,and is pav'd with Cod fiſh. 
ny Halls is a head of ſtagnating Water, not unlike a Pool or 
+ | Lake. 
ae Bouteux /ignifies little Nets belag d to the end of a Stick. 
10 The Fiſhermen make uſe of them to catch Fiſh upon a 
ſandy Ground, and eſpecially Eels, upon the ſide of St. 
5 Laurence River. | 
| 


Bouts de Quievres, are Nets not unlike Bouteux, which 
"* ſerve for the ſame uſe. 
Breaking ground ſignifies the weighing Anchor and put- 
ting to Sea. | 
Brigantine, 4 ſmall Veſſel one Deck, built of light of 
PR | T 


2 Mood, 


* 
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Mood, which plies both with Oars and Sails. *Tis e- 
qually ſharp at Prom and Poop, and is built for a quick 


Sailer, 


"#5 | 
Calumet in general jignifies a Pipe,being a Norman Word, 
deriv'd from Chalumeau. The Savages do not under- 
ſtand this Mord, for *twas introduc d to Canada by the 
Normans when they firſt ſettled there; and has ſtill con- 
tinued in uſe amongſt the French Planters. The Calu- 
met or Pipe is call'd in the Troqueſe Language Ga- 
nondaoe, and by the other Savage Nations Poagan. 

Canadeſe er Canadans, are the Natives of Canada 
ſprung from a French Father and Mother. In the 
Iands of South- America the Natives born of French 

Parents are called Creoles. 

Capa y d'eſpada, A Gaſcogne Title which the People of 
that Province gave in former times by way of Irony, to 
the Members of the ſupream Council of Canada, be- 

. cauſe the firſt Counlellors wore neither Robe nor Sword, 
burwalk'd very gravely with @ Cane in their Hands, 
both in the City of Quebeck, and in the Hall, 

_Cafſle-rete ſignifies a Club, or a Head. breaker. The Sa- 
wages call it Aſſan Ouſtick, Ouſtick ſignifying the 
Head, and Aſlan, to break, | 

Channel is a ſpace of pretty deep Water between two 
Banks, or between two Shoars. Commcnly the Chan- 

nes are incloſed by. Flats, and for that reaſon Bouys or 
Maſts are fixt upon em, in order to direct the Pilots, 
who ſteer either by theſe Marks, or by ſounding, for 
they would run the riſque of looſing their Ships, if they did 
not keep exactly to the Channel. | 
Coaſt along, ſee Sweep. 

Compaſs of Variation. Tis larger than the ordinary 
Compaſſes, and ſerwes to point out the inequal Motions 
of the Needle.which leans always to the North- Eaſt in the 
other Hemiſphere, whereas it (till plies to the North-Weſt; 
in this, I mean on this ſide the Equinoctial line: _— 

wo | Needle 
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Needle toucb d with the Loadſtone departs from the true 

North a certain number of Degrees to the right and left ; 

and Mariners compute the Degrees of its departure by 

the means of an Albidada, and a thread which divides 

' the Glaſs of the Compaſs into two equal parte, and ſo 

. Jhews the Variation of the Needle at Sun-ſet, that being 

the true proper time for making the Obſervation ; for 

| at Sun-riſmg, and at Noon, one may be deceivd by 

 Refrattions, &c. | 
Coureurs de Bois, i. e. Foreſt. Rangers, are French or 

Canadeſe, ſo call'd from employing their whole Life in 

ä the rough Exerciſe of tranſporting Merchandize Goods 

| to the Lakes of Canada, and to all the other Countries of 


that Continent, in order to Trade with the Savages : 

And in regard that they run in Canows a thouſand 
Leagues up the Country, notwithſtanding the danger of 

f the Sea and Enemies, I take it, they ſhould rather be cal- 

0 led Coureurs de Riſques, tban Coureurs de Bois. 

6 E. 


; Eddy, or boyling Water, is little Watery Mountains that 
riſe at the foot of Water-falls or Cataracts, juſt as 
- we ſee the Water plays in the Ciſterns of Water-works. 
e Edge of a Bank, is the ſhelving part of it that runs ſteep 
like a Mall. | | 


F. 
7 | | 
1 Fathom, among the French is the meaſure of ſix foot. 
5, Feaſt of Union, 4 Term us d by the Iroqueſe to ſignify 
: the renewing of the Alliance between the five Iroqueſe 
Nations. 


Flats are a ridge of Rocks running under Water from one 
Station to another, and riſing within five or ſix foot at 


ry leaſt of the Surface of that Element, ſo as to hinder Ships, 
2 Barques, &c. to float upon em. 

he Fraight, ſignifies in this Book the Cargo, tho" in other 
4 Caſes it ſignifies li kłeiſe the Hire or Fare. 


he Furl the Sails, /igrifies the drawing n up to a heap 
| | towards 
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Spars are little pieces of Cedar Wood, of the thickneſs of 
a Crown, and the breadth of 3 Inches, and as long as 
they can be made. They do the ſame Service to a Ca- 
naw, that a good lining does to à Coat. | | 


Stand in for Land, ſignifies to ſail direftly towards it. 


Steer a Ship, imports the managing of a Ship by the 
means of a Rudder, (as we do a Horſe with a Bridle) 
when there's Wind enough to work ber ; but if there be no 
Wind, a Ship is more unmoveable than a Gouty Perſon in 
an Elbow Chair. 2 

Stem 4 Tide or the Carrent of a River, i. e. to ſail againſt 
the Current, or to ſteer for the place from whence the Tides 
or Currents come. 


Strike, to ſtrike the Sails or Flag ſignifies the lowering of 
em, whether it be to ſubmit to an Enemy, or by reaſon of 


 bigh Winds. - 
Sweep a Coaſt, ſignifies to ſail along the Coaſt ſide- at a rea- 


ſonable diſtance. 


. 


| Top- gallant-Maſts are two little Maes ſet upon the two 


Top-Maſts, and have two Sails fitted for em. 
Top-Sails are z2v0 Sails fitted for the two Top-Maſts, which 
fand directly above the two great Maſts, 

Traverſe. To traverſe ſignifies ſailing Zigzag, or from 
fide to fide as a drunken Man reels, when the Wind is 
contrary, for then they are oblig d to tack ſometimes to 


the right, and ſometimes to the left, keeping as near to 


the Wind as they can, in order to make what way they 
can, or at leaſt to prevent their loſing Ground, 
Tree of Peace, a Symbolick Metaphor for Peaæ it ſelf. 
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